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' FO. THE 


foite, Eternal , and. All-wiſ& God, 
Excher, Sor, and Holy Spirit, L. N. His mn- 
orthy Servant and Steward of the Sacred 


Myſteries of bis Everltging Goipel, 
eoreth cheſs Firſt-trui T his pgs ay; 


ff 6 lorions, 4 Draat 
 Weworergh,! 


VE 2Ho, of what ar Tt, 
| whom thou hat 
choſen to '\plead 
y Controvetlic and, 


ar, before the Lordof 
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| both the Sing and th 
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fone, the Word, andt 
- S$pirit.; thar'this unci! 
. * cumiciſed Goliab: of 'S$11 
which hath defted--t 
God of the Armies of 1ſrat 
138 may fall before is. Ont 
a F "Sfa.8. thera Mouthes.: of Babes a 
[1-4 Tucklings; haſt thou: ordai 
i Y bt, | frength ; 'Even ſo.; Fath! 
= X29” foriſo-t feemed good in 
it * FpbhnO, letithhe accof 
{2 dingto thy Word! Lot! 
&..> thou Kknowelt;\T hou ha 
Þ WYJ EA... Py . 
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,m At5 kom _ =P 
Wagon #3 \Lions:are 1n'm 
Flies are a. ray 
coke (though thy : 
Tn) People, unto wi 
hom the haſtſentme; 
ill theytbe/zeve, or bearken | 
© thy Yoice'): And now, rx. 
ord, what wilt thoudo** 
r thy poor: Servant; that 
awilling- to adventure 
) the utmoſt for thee ? 
hou knoweſt my- In. 
rfaciency, and _ 
@y ſtrength lyeth 3;O, 
zi draw not thy hand, 
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| Preparemy heart, guid 


and {et every Poweraf 


guide my eye, and p 
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vanity, and their rig t ha . 
4 rioht hand of falſhoad ; the 
vvilt 1 feng 4 nevv [ons un 
thee, O Gd Be thon 
Mouth unto me, and L 
will bea Mouth for theft 


my-pen, open my unde 
ſtanding ; ſertle,fand&tif 


and enarge my [ 1081 
ment; inſpire my : Souſſd 


in tone; Fill my Quiz! 
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mou own it?theMefſage _ 
1s thine, wilt not. thou  * 


efbear me outin it > Thou 
:dfbaſt ſent 'me;; O' ſend 
fchine Ange, thy Spirit, thy 
reſence with me! Idofſo, 
Flemnly chooſe thee this 
day, for my all-ſufficient 
Portionand ( ompanion, and 
vIthe Shicld of thy Grace, 
rdIfor my detence; Accept 
Pt A + both 
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from-whence T' defiroitofre 
 plutk . my Qril. O let 
_ Him:detend it, .thar at 
\Srftinſ{pir'd ir, and who 

; alohe:can,”'and will par.f 
& gon the many faults of 
W-- itz: and thenithe Glory 
2 pf all. whichis his peeu«ſyay 
| lTiazs:;Deodand,  shall be 
hymbly preſented Him, 

i On the broken (. enſer © | 
j my Heart. Proſper thy 
Work in my hands; let 
me not return with my 
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Net Droken-and empty; 
terme #0 forth weep ing, \ 
beaving precious feed; - 
forrharlmay corr in 
for y come aga 
rejoicing, bringing-my 
Sheaver. with 'me. -The 
happy\ſucceſs of my-la- 
bourand travel, 1s all the- 
AwagesT look for, in this _ 

world; If thy Name may 
beglorified, thy People 
awakened and refoffined, 
thy ends accomplished; T 
have whatlaim at. Oler - 
me hitthatmark,though 
I break my bow! letthy 
Pills work, though thou 
burnthe paper they were 

| Wrapt 
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. wrapt.4 in! |  Loxd)what- 
CVeEL pe of me, E 


Fer. 5.? 


well-with thy N; 


4 w [mereft, thy Cy N 
the Earth! 


- Thouhaſt ſent me, -as 


Wee thou ſenteſ Fonas to 


ineveh; to proclaim the 


Lords/Yarr, and to plead 7 


with thy People ; put 
words into my mouth, 
4nd #&auſe the Inhabi- 


tants of the Land to hear, | 
:'Thou haſt fricken us, but we | 


have not grieved, thou haſt con- 
ſumed us, but me have refuſed 


y; Law i toreceive correttion, The wayes 
Wl Sion do mourn; ; Her eAd- 


ver[aries 
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[ prievouſly fimed, therefore ts 


be: forthe Lond hath 
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for as br. He line 

AX - Ber. er F neſs 9. 

w in her shirte, ſhe DN 
wat ber laſt end, - therefore the 
came dawn wonderfully. eAll '* 
ber 'Peaple gh, they ſeek bread, 
they. have' gruen their pleaſant 
things,” for meat to reheve the 
Sod. Sion. fpreadeth farth ber "7: - 
hands, and there ts. none to com+ 

fort her ;: the Lord: hath  com= 
mauded concerning Facob, that 
be Adverſaries Troald be round 
avout bim;\ Jeruſalem is as 4 

mens 


with Uaalty. ot Athens ha is 
Wo Facob bs purged i \ 


| FE”: . Uo this rex the rays 01/ zakb 
 :;. to. 2vvay fi"; When: will the 
| Jin Nh have performed his vvhole 
; BE vvork upon monnt Ziont Turn 
xa Our captivity, O-Lord, a 
the ſtreams 1 the South. O ſafa 
fer thy poor:children' ts 
wreſtle 'with thee!!! Say 
notunto: us, Let me alone *' 
We cannot, wedare not; 
wewillnotlet thee thus 
alone.: : Our hearts are 
breaking. for thee:; we 
BY ' know 


know Get what ro. do: 
' weeari de nolefs,, wecan 
donomore, LOR 'un+ 
"2 to thee!” re e%chc wk 
thy Coycnant, and what 
there hath paſt; and been 
murually om and ſeal- 
| cdto, between thy ble(- 
& ſed Selfandus, in theday 
of our &ſpouſals. Were we 
thine then, -and -are-we 

s notthine Rill> Haſt thou 
g repented of thy. (hoice'? 
S Didſt thou not know 
' What 'we were, and 
whence, we were, and 
how we would prove? 
una, have we deceived 
IN? | thee 2 
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void; j* -uneo. which f 
Hadft adopted us irs Gr 
| Feſw* The Lord da 116 
O'- ſuffer thy poor chil- 
_ dren to hold thee to thy 
word; which thou canft 
not; thou wilt notbreak. 
Let us call thee Father 
{i1!, vvharever be either 
our Offerice, 6t our Af- 
Hi, gidion. Chafſtiſe us, ſo 


M8 tarde, 


| ks "that chou vvilt but love 


dd in 


f e.<£ let Enemies rifevvith- 
tf 5: out, ſo that” Enemies may 
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Fall vvithin. Righteous 
Father, we complain not 
of thee, though vve thus 

com- 


Complai Lakes Thou 
aſt wonſhed, and brought Iſa, 12 
\ 4 ; but we have re-* 
d againſt thee. We are 
eaping our own harveſt; 
nddrinking the wine of 
zur own mingling. Time 
ras, that we had the 
Z Pridegroom with us, and 
hen we knew not whit 
ceping meant : We 
ave_ been viſited vvith 
wr day,a day of Peace; but 
ve knew not the things . 
of our Peace, in the day 
pf our Viſi tation, We heard 
hy Voice, thy {weet, thy | 
leaſant Voi vice ; bur then 


Vve 
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ve. had. "oth © NT * "a 3 


World, the Deg our: 
Erycd thee : ; the bonds of Im 
: quity, the chains of- the 
ſtrong: man were upon us; {W» 

Bur. vvhen thou oavelt 

thy parting knocks, and I: 
_ turn'd(t the Key.upon us; 
.Qur - hearts melted like LI 
'vvax, and ovr . Souls 
vycre filled vvith the O-Wo 
dours of thy ſweet-ſmelling g 
eMyrrb. On this Scent; 

' Lord, wee. follovy - hard 

after. thee; vyhiule. our £ 

 Enemics, | ( the. VV atchmenl Wit) 
that go abut the City) purſue. | 
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); how 
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long ! how 

9ng/ wilt | thou, hide 

wy Jelf in thy difplea- 

re 2 until. we acknow- Hoſ.J. 
te our offence , and ſeek's- 

by . face > Lord, thou 
oweſt, we freely ac- 
owledge all thar thou 

aſt pleaſed ro con- 

ince us of; we ſcek.thy 

ace. And now, what 
oth the Lord require 

t us? O, YVhy & be; 


Fpariot fo long 4 coming 7? 5-8. 
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Why tarry the wheels of his 


pariots ? How long shall 
hy Beloved le AMOng Pſal. 
ly the © I 3. 


vYE 7 
"The Dedizarion:! 2 
the Pub "%s atid thy chil 
dren cry in vain? O 
what'is the Cloud tha 
covers *thee.> Surely 

tis no little cloud 
that can hide ſo grea 
a Preſence; no {ma 
offence, that can pro 
'voke ſo patient , 
indulgent; 2 Father 
Thou wilt not, tho! 
canſt not be angry, fo 
triftes. Who, where | 

he, that hath been thi 

Make-bate between us 
Jes.1.7. Come , -and tet us caſt lots 
that we may know, for who) 
caull 


"The D, cation. 
ws evil is come : upon 
; \Be it: our Benjamin, 
;righc hand, or aright 
ye; let it die, and 
*trius be the Lord's 
Pepd=men. Fhis is: the 
uſtneſs, that 1s before 
hy ſervants: vve are_- 
ome -to caſt Jots. on 
jug,” Selves, this day; 
hat we may know; 
zrho, and what it is, 
Jat hath troubled the Camp: 
rue a perfett lot, make a 
Fonvincing: Evidence : - 
Rough! ir be a Fonas, ;,; 
he | shall ſurely +55: 
Þ 2 dye 


dye: be.it a pleaſant 
Danghrer, an only child; 
that” hath (been wont 
to.court us -with Tim 
_-Fudg. 1. byels and dances, it Sh: 
53 be as the Daughte 
of Fephthah ;, For w« 
have_-' opened our eM/ſouil 
unto the. Lord, and vve wil 
not go back, Lord, Wil: 
thou make a Covenant 
this day with thy Ser 
vants , that are un 
tergnedly willing to re. 
nevv- their broken Co! 
venant vvith the Lord 
their God > Shall it once} 
morcyy 


ante nib 0. \ 


F "* ' Dedication, af F 

nore be ſaid, that the 

1 $-ord delighteth in Eng- 

% md? will thou oncey 
zore betroth us tothy ſelf for F-* 
: Wer 2 9ea, betroth us unto 


' Whee, 1m rigbreauſnef, and in 
"Wdoment, and in loving-kind= 
eſs, and in mercies, and in 


ithfulneſs , Prunc us, lop 


Ws; dig us, dreſs us, and 
Wen try us once more, 
SD). vyhat a Garden? what 
BB Hutbandry > whats a 
W orknanfhip , mayft thou 
Make of us ? vyhat a 
Temple ? wvhat a Tower, 
Wayſt thou build to 
'S Þ 3 thy 


"The Dodication. 
dye: be it a pleaſan Ty 
Danphrer, an''only child, L; 
thar hath been wont. 
to court us . with Tim-Þl,, 
_ Fudg. 1. brels and dances, it Shall h, 
"3% be as the Daughrerſ, 
of Fephthah, For we 2e/ 
have_'o ened our Aol _; 
unto the. Lord, and vve will Y 
not go back. Lord, Wilt 'S 
thou make a Covenant 
this day with thy Ser 
vants , that are unghy- 
teignedly willing to reF,. 
nevy. their broken Cojf,, 
venant vvith the Lordf.. 
their God > Shall it once 
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nore be ſaid, that the 
Lord delighteth in Eng- 
, and > Wilt, thou once» 
20re betroth us to th ”y ſelf for p i Be 
'ver 2 | yea, betroth us unto 
hee, tn righteauſnef, and in 
Edoment, and in loving-kind= 
"eſs, and in mercies, and in 
aithfulneſs , Prune us, lop 
Þis, dig us, dreſs us, and 
"Shen try us once more, 
$D, vyhat a Garden * what 
Þ Hubandry > whato a 
#/ orkmanfhip , mayft thou 
ake of us ? vyhat a 
Temple ? wyhat a Tower, 
ayſt thou build to 
T b 3 thy 
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"ohly Rwy \Name 1 
the midſt of us 1 hoy 
Fair how Beautiful ray 
thou wake us!. Deaf 
God | Once morey t 
once' more, try.vyhalſ* 
thou canſt do vvith, andÞ) 
for, poor England ! Q 
let us once moreF” 
pan-4.t. Jopk from the top of AY 
mana, and Shenir, and Her"! 
mon,” from the Lions dens": 
from the Mountains of 1 Ad 
| Leopards , and: flay\ the 
16 7-*-rough Wind, it this the day 1 
the Eaft-wind. FIC 


And naw, that. th) 
Vyratl 


d o 4.3 wot 
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Þrath' i gone. out, and th * 
vil 44gue Vegi among thy Peo= wins.us 
(& ; Suffer thy poor fer-"** 
4 ant to take his Cenſer, 
»(F<- thy Spirit put ,,on * 
ae from the eAlar, and 
My dear Son, my dear- 
Wt Saviour, put on 1r- 

ſe, and ſo let him be 

ne- of thole that fland 

tween the dead and the li= 

"m2; to turn away thy 

vrath from /ſrael, Ac-" 

ept of his pleading 

ith Thee, and gives 

ccels. to his pleading 

ith Man'z That thy 

b 4 Rod 
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Red n may. not leave us 
in our Ruins, nar. 

our Sins. Lord, thoht 
haſt us now onthe wheel 
mayeſt thou not nov 
fashion us. on vvhal 
mould thou vvilt Tho 
haſt us in the Furnace 
mayelſt thou not mak« 
of us vyvhat thou plea 


leſt > Thou haſt us i 
the Nets, mayeſt tho 
not bind us to what 
thou wilt? Thou haf 
found us in our Month, 
vvilt thou novyv' take 


the advantage on vs , i 
an, 


be Deitca 


and bring us to. thine, 
2 TVn TErMms - 0 Lord , 11462. 
UBSpare Feruſalem | and feet 
t 4 ' quiet habitation. Say 
Yunto Zngland, Thou ſhalt 
ſe a Crovmn of Glory , in 
he hand of the Lord, and a 
rojal Diadem in the hand of 
thy God ; thou thalt. no more 


ale termed, Forſaken ; net= 


1nEher /hall thy Land any more 

be termed, Deſolate ; but thou 
that: be called Hephzibah, and 
uby Land Beulah : For the 
h BI ord deliphteth in thee, and 
eM:by Land ſhall be married. 
; $L ook down from Heaven, 


and 
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' *0?- and behold, from the Habitati- 
27: on. of thy Holinefi, and of 
\. + thy Gloy: Where is thy zeal, 
Fe. and thy firength, the ſounding 
=: of thy bowels, and of thy Mer- 
cies towards me, are they re= 
ſtrained ? Doubileſs, thou art 
our Fatber, th ough oA braham 
be ignorant of us, and Iſrael 
acknowledge us not : T hou, O 
Lord, art our Father, our Re- 
deemer, thy name is from ever- 
lafting. O Lord, why haſt thou| 
made us to err from thy from thy | 
wayes ? and hardned our heart | 
from thy fear ? Return, for 
thy Servants ſake , the Tribes | 


of 


p 


beef =*t Sr rr. 


of thine Inheritance, for thy 
EMercies ſake for thy 
great Name's ſake, for 
hy Covenant's: ſake, 
for thy Chriſt's fake, re- 
turn, return, Even ſo 
Lord! Amen! Amen ! 


READERS 


Brethren, 


EY hearts defire, and" 


BA Prayer to God, for 
[frael, is, that it 
ight be ſaved. [n orders 19 
Svbereunto, { have caſt in this 
$1» eiite; as ſo much Ni- 
Fre, to wash your hearts 
from wickedneſs.--<For 
The Voice declareth-. 
rom Dan, and pub- 
Jish- 


A bY x Rank. 

| Licherh* AMidion, from 
Mount Ephraim.” Will the 
Lord ſanftifie it , and ſeparate 
it unto this end 1 TI havebeen 
mending my broken Nets, 
and now this once - more, 4 
come to Shoot Scene 3 the 
Lord bleſs the Venture. 4 
intend net to hold Yg here; 
myeMeſſage to yours in that 
which folloyys. If you ſeek 
for my eApology, 1.Cor. 9. 
6. jou may find it. Fork 
Neceſlity 15 laid upon} 
me; yea, Wo 1s unto} 
me, if 1 preach not thei 
Goſpel. The flyle indeed 


| 


Oo the Readers, 
7 plain, and unpoliſht 7 'Far- 
cies and Flougishes bes 
ome not our mourning 
Veeds. If thou, art a 
ourner in Zion, thou 
an(t not take it amiſs, to 
ee a Text cloathed in 
Sackcloth. 7 have no- 
hin here to ſlay your eyes, 
or my Errand is to your 
Tearts ; at theſe doors F am 
Wome to knock, the Word 
OrKnocks, the Rod knocks, the 
nSHpirit knocks; Open tOcans 
ome , my Siſter, my* 
Wove, my Dove, my 
ndefiled , for my head 
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k-,£4 . , 


' Tothe Rea ders, 

1s” i; with the dew; 
and my Locks with theþ, 
drops of the Night. 
"Twas the Rich mans, 
vain Requeft, Zuke 16.Þ: 
27, That one might 
be ſent from the Dead, 
to Warn -his brethren ; and c 
'twas denyed him; butÞhi 
(in a ſence ) oranted fe 
you : God hath ſentfh 
you a Meſſenger fromſſhi 
the Dead, a Dry Bone, tolle 
plead vvith you ; Offul 
Let the Dead praiſl 
the Lord 'on your ace; 
count, {o shall our dryſo 
bone: 


— 
— 


the Lord, 
er | He that riovy 
alls you; will shorts 
arraign you, when. _ 
ills and Mountains Shall -u z; 
ot hold you, -not” 
ide you, He thats 


ow entreats you, Shall 
ortly Judge you, when 
ele things $hall be- 
F-cognized, and more 
lly, and convincing- 
| debated. Knovving £68. 
erefore the , terrour of the" 
ord, we  perſwade. men. 
= E And, 


Lob.14. 
31, 


To the Readers. 
And, O Sits! beper 
{waded.  * God's. "went 


thouſands , will beito 


hard for, your, it: 
thouſands: The Armic 
of His Judgments” ar 


up; His Bloody Cof 


logrs are in - the -Fielc 
and the Cruel , Un 
happy. Battel 1s- be 
ounÞ ; yet you ma 

have» Quarter, yetf 


You may Have you 
Lives, your Libe 


ties, your Peace, ani 
thats of honourable 
terms, 'The Lord mov 


you 


ERIN "If 


Th the Hr 
ou | turn you ! Tave 
ou ! So prayes, and 
0 will pray 


The Unwotthieſt of thoſe 
that ſerve you, 


ſb Erengis mis, Or ſuffer for you in 
Aug. 28:1666, 
che Faith, 
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Hina 
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revereres 
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the whole Enſuing 
Diſcourſe, | 


f The Warning of the Rod, 
Part?, T he Author of rhe Rod. 


Ecom the Scope. 


Hat when a People, or Perſon, are 

com? to a formal reſting 1 in the 
external part of Ordinances, *tus. time for 
God to take 9 bns Rod, 

From the leading words of the Text, 
oR. rx. T hat the Lord 1 not'wont to ſteal a 
R'd on his People, but gives them fair, and 
lond WATMIAS. 
oCt. 2.” T hat theVorce of Gods Meſſengers, is 
Gods own Yoite, 

' & From:the words themſelves, 

oR, 1, That the People of God ought to be 
\ ſen/ible,, not only of the Rod it (elf, but of the 
fore-warnings of an approaching Rod. 
Rs 2, That. the Al(fliti»ns whiyewith God 
- exerciſeth his People, are bit R1ds, 

8. 2 3. That. there, 15.19 Affliftion £08 [1g ht 
E'2 01 


\ . 
Act. 


V\ 
LE) 
$44 d 


| He mph, or -Averejcs of 


\ 


| te he Panied Gr, whit bo Bigi 
| DR. 4 hat the (AS H60 5: no dumb 'F 
7, -DoCt.'r. Proves from Scripture, 


2, The Sy;optoms of an gpproachi 
. 1, Drawn fron hg. | "54 
1. Thepacking up of his Fewels. 
2. The withdrawn his preſence. 
3. His crefſing the powrſe of Nature. 
4+» A gradual beginving of Tudgment, 
$. T he jount-cryes of the Prophets, 
. -2. DN:awn from Man, | 
1. When Siz is on thithriving hand, 
2. hen Gods worſhip is prophaned, 
3. Whee Profeſſors loſe their z2.cal. 
4. When Charity amang brethren is dying. 
5. When ſolemn Covenant-breaking lie 
unrejented of, ; 
* 6, when thoſe ſins, for which God hath ta: 
ken up the Cantroverſie, are not rt« 
moved. | 
3, How'far we our ſelves axe under the;Sym 
toms, or [tiqkes of this Rod. Examine 
by the fore-mentioned Symptoms. - 
DoR. 1. proved by Argument» 
' 2. *'Tis the. beſt way to prevent the COmmmil 1 
of the Rod, | : 
2, It will arm thee for tbe coming of th 
Rod: | | 
3. It will argue thy care to pleaſe God. 
Uſe 1, T hes reproves, | | dM, 
1. Such a will wot acknowledge God 11 


the Rod, I, 
Gex 


DN } + 0 Af. 
L Y of 
= => 


So I, Jod je ack cauet "I Y b | 

x. lo no y | 

2, in overeiony, 

3.1% bie Faſtice. ale 

4.11 bis ends... 

. Such as will believe no further hay they 

feel, 

Sach a dlight any thing whereby Ged Ma 

_ #if oft his diſpleaſure. 

e 2+ This exhorts, To fit down oy count 
whar'ic may coft to get to H:ayen, 

Motives. 

I. Within a few moments more, all the 
merry dayes of the wicked, and all 
the fad hours of the righteoms, ſhall be 


F. over, | 
lref2. The perſevering Chriſtian, is the only 
bleſſed Chriſtian, 


3. As tall (edars as thou art, have fallen, 
| and are dail 7 falling. 
4, Is there not Kare in Hell, to ſoure all 


im thy preſent Comforts } and enough in 
ned Heaven, to (weeten all thy preſent 
Croſſes ? 
DireKions, 


1. Take beedof over-prizing the World. 
2. Clear up thy aſsurance of Gods good- 


th will to thee, | 
| 3. Examine and prove the ſtrength of thy 
Graces, 
dA, 2, proved, That they arc R dy and bur 
; Rods, 
I, They are ſo called in $, rapture, 
20 C 4 2. God 


—— 


7 


£5 tio age "Ind- 
3. God deals with the me wo 4s -W4 
Rods, 
D2monftrated ator Rods they are; 
, In themſelves; they may be, = 
Ti '$ Sharp rods, ©" 
2, Loug rods, 
3.Strong rods. 
2. With Relationty onr Sins; they ade) 
1. Short yods. 
2. Light rods, 
3s with reſpctt to Gods ends 1 ” Ig 
arg, ak 
x, Teaching yods, 
2, Eftubliſhing rods, 
3.C omforting rods, 
4: Feeding rods. 
5, Improving rods, 
aſe r, This informs, The wicked are dec 
ved. 
'S CO 
. In the people of God. 
© 2,. Thisezhortsz Ler che people of G 
then, 
1. Bear the rod, 
.K ifs the rod. 
” that the rod. 
ale 3. This comforts the Aided: childi e1 


God. 
It proves their Adoption, 
. Ut ſeals 29 their Portion, 


W7; works for therr Good, 
p>d, z- &c, 


y, 99 ko we 4 
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I. God calls for Auditnee to bs Bod. 

2,1t is therod of Gods 0wndeſignment, 

- tim provdy hn on OT * 
1. To glorifie his Attributes, \''L > 
2, To fedcb bis Ends." FA 

For the-underftanding: this Voice, is 


. 
- 


premiſed, 
1. hin God ſpeaks to us by bis Red; * he 
[peaks as to rational Creatures. 
2, /t muſt. examine Conſcience by the word 
of God: 
3. Thong hthe Rod . may be general, et the 
Vorce 13 particular, 
4. we muſt go to God tointeryret #6 10 md, 
The Voice of the Rod in general. 
1. It calls on us tq awaky, and confider, 
1, Onr Spiritual Eſtate aud Relation. 
2, Our wayes and carriage towerd G od. 
I, Our Sins, with their Aggravationsg 
1. S1ns of Natwre, 
2, Sins of Onnſſian, 
3. Sins of Commiſſion. 
2, Our Duties. 
1- The Prixciple of them, 
2. The Rule of them. 
3» The Ends of they. 
3. Our Graces, 
1. The truth of them, 
2 The growth of them. 
3. Gods wayes, and carriage towards us. 
4» What he aims at in ns, and expttts 
. from us. 
2.18 


ad © © 


laden.) 6 Ip, har? 

. 3. Itcalls wfto humiliation. 

' 4. Toftir up om ſelves to lay bold on God. 
5 To renew dur Covenant with God, 
6. Far ſ{oinethiv y puny al | 

The Voice of this Rod in ſpecial, 


.41,:;To the Church, and People of Gd, Jad 


therein; © 
' T.. 7» the Angels, or Miniſters of it, 
2. To the particular Societies of it. 
I. What vogaged you in ſock 4 $0. 
ciety?. 
TU wherbeth been your carriage wander 
ſuch a Relation, 
c *1; Towards your Trachivs #nd RNe 
" 1» "BERGs: 
2. Towards one bs | 
3. Towards them that are without, 
2. To the Individual Members of this 
Church. 
1, How have you «smprov'd' your T- 
lents > 
x. Have you conſidered what they | 
ave ? | 
2. #heſe they are ? 
3. Why intruſted with you 2 
4. hat hath been your eſteem of 
them ? 
5. what hath been your care about 


ther? 
6, What 


ce 4-y 4, 


$7 * 6 » hah been the and off I. 


| fs ? nk 
x. Your Tinie, which bY; ey more pre- 
_— 7 berauſe,' "1 
I. 'Ts borrowed vompegn't f / 
2. "Tis ſhort EN. 
3 "T's wncertdim, 
C 'Tis the tiene of Gods Pats. 
ENCE. 
5, *Tx the time of our V its 
tion. 
6. 1% a iranined; farniene. 
2. Tour Parts and Gifts, 
x. How'low are they of what they 
might have been ? 
2, wb little hath God had of 
them ? 
3, Your Gracey, 
. Taur Duties, 
od Company. 
6. Tour Priviledges. 
I, Temporal, 
1. Health, 
2, Peace, 
3. Plenty. 
2. Spiritual ; and go. are, 
- Exivinel.” 
I. Oxr Miniſtry Y. 
2, T he Sacraments, 
3. Good Books. 
2, Internal. 
I. Comviltionss 


7. Towr AftliBbions. 10 
$ Tor Relations... 
. How bave you kept your wntch 2 
Ina pci Watchman there ut be, 
-'" 1, Diſcretion, | 
ET4 onrage. 
3. V1 iglaxcy, 
S Faithfulneſ.. 
What we are to wacch for, 
1. For Gods Glory. 
2, For our own Salvation,” 
And irrorder to both-theſe, © _. 
x. For the word of God, 
x. Fo? the Spirit of God. 
1. The Teachings of - it. 
2- The Quicknings of 4 ave. 
3. For all opportunities of doing, rece, 
ving good. 
What we are to watch 2gaink. 
Is A aint Sin. SPL 
; * the F ountainaf i it, 
2. In the Atts of 7 wu 
3-1» the: "Trympt at ions i tout, 
4. In the occaſions of pempt ations, 
2 Surry Satan, - 0 "4 
3 Agaanſt Self. * | 
I. Selfuajplication. | 
2. Self-relyauge,.... 
3s Self-ateribusias, | 


5 


a, 


4: The Scorns of the World. 


caſons, 


| I 


© Mi ok ho 


1. The Fears of the world. 


2, The Flatterieg of the World; 13/7 


3. The hopes of the world. 


io 


5. The Perſecntions of the world. 
6. The (arts of the world. 


5. 4, gainſt Death. 


T. Becauſe thty are Enemics, 
2. CMortal Enemies, 

3. Spiritual Enemies, 

4. onftant Enemies. 

5. Mighty Enemies. 


2. Tothe Entmies of God. 


I, It aſsares them,that they are moiſt 4 
ken in God, 
1. in his Holineſs, 
: 2. In bis Fuſtice. 
3. {# bis Mercy. 
- In his Patience. 
5. In his delight in, 4nd care of, his 


People. 

6. In'bis glorious Tutle of K:axing 
Prayer. 

7. n'bns Eids and deſigns 


2. It calls on them, to conſider ; and, on 
conſideration, to repent. 

3. It tells them, that the Dregs of the 
Cup are like to come to: "rl 


ſhare. 


"4. It affures them, that God will be 


too hard for them, 
5. it 
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yl 
$. it fore-warns them, that God. f 
making ſhort work, with them. 
Rules'to diſcover the particuler .nieaning 0 
this or that particular Rod. 
Motives to 'T..'Tis an excellent way.to gain 
the Diny- by the Rod, ; 
2. *Tis a notable courſe to mak; 
the yoke taſie. Cf 
' 3« *Tis 4 \ſpecial means to rms- 
prove Experience, 
4,.*Tis the only way. to have the 
Afﬀftition removed, with ad 
advantages © 
The Rules. 1. Confider, what were thy laſt 
> hep miſcarriages? 
2. What are the erullations of 
Confcrence ? 
3: Sometimes the puniſhmen 
bears ſome ' reſemblance t 
the Sim. 
4. It may be, God afflifts fo 
prevention. 
5. What is thy patience under th 
rod. ? F 
6. lt may be God is but trying) 
of thee. , 
7. Go, and ak, it of God by 
Prayer. | 
Uſe. x. This informs of a-threefold MiRake, 
I. Such as queſtion Gods Providence, 
'' a Suth as transferr the Canſe of the Rod 
from themſelves. 
6 3: Saeh 


- 7 I 


3: Such at apply themſelves to indirect 


means, 
uſe 2. of Exhore. | 
I. If you will wot have the Red, you 
ſhall feel the Rod. 
otiv. 2. If you will thus hear it, you 
ſhall be ſure of ftrength to oo 
Wu, 


ale 2, 
of Exam, 1. Tour ends indefiring the removal 
the Rod, 
2. hat good the Rod hathwrought on 


Jon. 
Uſe 4. 
Lament, 1. T hat we ſhould thas provoke God. 
2, That we are uo more ſenſible of it. 
3- Lament your poor poſterities. 


od's Controverlic, pleaded with Mais: - 
BEBING _ 
" A'Plain and Bricf Diſcourſe on ©* 


MICH. 6.9. 
Htar ye the Rod, and who bath appointed it; 


[a Shall not h6ld you here wich any crous 
5) blefome ſpeculations by way of Intros 
+ duction 5 onely ſofarr, as I humbly 
conceive neceſſary to help your Un- 
rſtandirips in ſo plain and important a Con- 
rs, 
It ſeems chat God had then s great Controver- 
with his People, which he ftirrs Op the Pro- 
et 70 plead in his name and behalf, vez, t. As 
ty eantend ths An” the Monutaihsg and * 


— 
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4 Obſerv. 


though .h&m 
worce Henke 
wherein have I wearied thee > teſtifie againſt my, 
.O the wonderfull condeſcention of the great God! 
how. pathetically, familjarly, convincingly doth 
he expoſtulate with his' children > What have 
doye unto thee > wherein have I wearied thee? 

Je.1:5,11; What iniquity have your Fathers found in mt! 

| have 1 bees a wilderneſiYnto Iſrael ? a land 

darkneſs > what can you charge me with ? letw 
hear it: teſtific again me. Ver. 4. 1 brought 
thee out of the-land of Egypt, and redeemed th 
out of the houſe of ſervants, and 1 ſent before the 
Moſes, Aaron, and Miriam, And 1s this ht 
wrong you complain of ? hath my . patience, 
goodneſs, my , mercy, my wiſdom, any , power 
(which have ever ſtood engaged for you J) abuſed 
you? ver-5, O my people | remember now- wha 
Balagsc King of Moab conſulted, and what Bglaa! 

Owwb,a23 the ſou of Beor anſwered him from Shittims un 
G:igal, that ye may know the righteouſneſs of * 

Lor 


nd. Remember how 1 crod down your enemics = 
xfore you; and brake all their ſnares for you, and 
pwned you (ill in all your ik. KT in-all your 

ants, Jn all your fears, and under all your pro- 
oking unkindneſs and unthankfulneſs : And is 
his my unrighceouſneſs now ? and that wherein 

have wearied you? | 

God having thus juſtified himſelf, cheir own 
onſcience and experience being witneſs ; In the 
ext place we 'haye their ſtrange Reply : yer. 6. 
herewith ſhall 1 come before the Lord, and bow 

1 ſelf before the high God? Sce the frowardneſs 
nd fooliſhneſs of -rheir anſwer ; much like the 
anguage of that wicked and flothful ſeryanr, 
{atth.25.24. 1 knew thee that thou art an hard 

n, reaping where thou haſt not ſown, q.d, Why, 
e know'not how to pleafe thee, thiu art'alwaies 
iding, alwaics finding fault, and ſecking occa- 
ons againſt us, every thing is naught that we 
0, our very Incenſe w an abomination, Why, oc. 15, 
hat wilt thou have of us? yer. 7.. #1 the Lord 
t pleaſed with thouſands of rams? or with ten 
ouſand rivers of ozl > ſhall 1 give my firſt-born 

r my transgreſſuon, the fruit of my body for the 

f my ſoul ? a flat impoſſibility on the one 

Wand, and a foul impiety on the other ; Could 

ey ever imagine that this ſhould be a probable 

y to attene him ? The truth is, it looks Ike an 
"rrible imputation on the Juſt and Holy God ; 

tthat Charity ſuggeſts, it was not their profeſs 

4, but their s#terpretative language, not of their 
ps, bur of their lives, And hence we may ob« Obſery; . 

We've; That it is the courſe and the charatter of 12. 
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verrtscal People or Perſon, to think{to ma 
that with the labour, ns want tnig of th 
life of Religion, Andfacther, That it us; the {i 
ley and ambitionef the Devil, 10 mix hicom 
 Impmolations and ſaper-crogatrons with Gods I 
Fitwtionr, Bui muſt nocinliſt bere, _ + > 
Seeno nu how mildly God replies again, 'v.| 
Re hath ſhewedthee,O Mav, what is good, ani. 
whit doth the Lord require of thee, bat to do juf 
ty, and to love mercy, and to walk. humbly wit 
thy God > Theſe words contain both the Tables« 
Moral duty: and therefore he ſayes;he bath ſhev 
ed thee "what s good, what is ſimply, per [t 
xe ifoz»%, or. morally, good, 'Tis true, Sacrifi 
and Ceremonies were go2d intra ſua ſpheraniiff,. F 
if pÞſerved and performed: according to their df, | 
* _vineInftititions ; good, pro tempore, & wirtu 
Wark iz. mandati ; bur nut virtate proprie uature, Th| 
things ye ought to have done, and not to leave tl 
. +. #ther undone ; Therefore, the- Lords worce oryeti 
' wnto the City,---- Hear ye the Rod, &c. God hat 
theſe'rwo great,: Randins, viſible Ordinances, tt 
reclaim-his people; his Word, and his Rod : and 
when one of thele wilt not do,: the other mu "_y 
Such 13 che care of our heaven:y Father, that wy 
will not loſe a hoof or a hair of hischildren, whaiiiſ**** 
ever it coſt him cy them ; if the gentle gales wil ” 
not ſend us to fhoar, his rougher torms ſhall, raX 
The Lords voice cryeth unto the (ity,--<== Bil 7] 
why tothe City ? x, The City is the repreſema tk 
tive head of the whole Political body, therefore, ? 
the yoice is directed tothe City ; as in our; come 
mon diſcourſe, the yoice 1s-dircRed froth mee " 
IC 


hk. 


| gre 


nanner and pra- | 
moſt parr- is the , 


1d worlhip God, and to promote 'the beau- 
and power” of godlineſs, 4. Crtzes are apt 
> look \big upon © cheir own ſtrength ; riches, 
id fortifications; | therefore the {ty is alarm'd 
name, "that they may know that their fig-leayes 
ill not hide their guilt, nor ſecure their peace a- 
inſt the trokes and ſtrength of the Loxrds:Rod, 
eAnd the man of wiſdom ſhall ſet thy Name. 
need not, I (hall not acquaint you with all the 
erfrons of this Phraſe ; And thy name ſhall ſee 
bet it #5, ſay ſome Tranſlations, ( »am qued res 
videt nomen tuum, Beza.) », mou Pebrptte 
mM au th hvTs. Sept wag . The [cruple deſerves 
Wor many words : among many varying tranſla- 
Ons, che ſenſe comes near to one. Thy Namt; 
is is ſpoken by a Metonymia Adjuntt; , for the 
ing or perſon named, a yery common and aſual 
Wrope in Scripture ;-and it hath relation by a 
ſutatio perſone, unto the Perſon. expreſt in the 
Wecedent clauſe, The Lords voce cryeth,--. 41d 
man of Wiſdome ſball ſee, Tm 10468 «v7s, T be 
» of wiſdom, The word fignifies, as the Lear 
. Wd obſerve, ſubF#antial wiſdom ; therefore Beza, 
od res eff: The cruly, ſubſtancially wiſe, the 
pdly man, ſhall ſee, ſubmit co, and tremble :ac 
op great Name ; peGnou 75 oe or, So that you 
, of? a ke:the words, cither. as a-Precepty oras a 
. 9p B 3 Pr'2- 


2. 


Dul,r, 


 ___ Ordinances, and in all his Providence 
\ wit this argument, that i ic is the onely wiſe courſ 
both the property and charaQer; of; a: trul 


-wiſe'man, As a' Promiſe, that there, ſhould þ 


ſome on whom this ſpirit of wiſdome ſhould tefi 
andfor whoſeſakes, by conſequence, God wot 
ſhorren and make up the con'roverſie. 
© Hear ye the Rod, aud who hath appointed 1 
Theſe words are the ſumme and) tenour: of th 
Lords yoice tothe City: wherein you have, 
* 1, The Warnrng of the Rod. 

.'2. The Author of the Rod, 


In-the warning you haye # dutie, Hear ; whid) 
in-Scripcure is taken for acknowledging, ſubmit 


ting, orobeying: With the Author.you haye t 


ficticaive decree, or determination ; who hat 
«ppornited it ? 

From this Aznlyſis we may Sbfevs, 

Firſt, from the Scope; 

"T hat when a People or Perſo 07 Are Came to reſt 
in the exteryal aud ceremomons part of duties 
ordinances, it 15 tine for God to take up hs ri 
This \was the caſe here. Wherewith ſhall I 
befor the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the hi 
God? \ſhall 1 rome before him Sa% burnt-offerin 
with calves of 4 year old > which argues the; 
refting nerc, and that their Religion had no high 
er prijiciple nor aimthan theſe beggarly elenuent 
therefiore hear ye the rod, | 

2. From the leading words of my Text, 
Lo yds tout eryeth unto the Ci ity, Obſerve, 
That the Lord bs not-wont 1s fiegl oy A rod 
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of 3h, 4 
Erb the voice of Gods Meſſengers is the Lords Do 3M 
» V0rce. | 
- 3, From the words themſelves, Heay ye the 3; 
Rod, &c. obſerve ; 
That the þ 1cople of God ought to be ſenſible, not DoF, x1 
nly of the Le it ſelf, but of the forewarnings of 
w approaching rod. 
That 'the affliftions wherewith God exerciſeth Def. 2 
bis people are but rods. 
That there is no affliction cau light on the Dea, 3, 
ople of God, without Þhs droine permiſſion and' 
ointment, 
T hat the Lords yodir us dune rod, Deb, 
We ſhall begin with the firſt, from the words; 
That the people of God oug ht to be ſenſible. 
ThisI (hall firſt prove from Scripture, 2. Shall 
ew you ſome tokens of an approaching rod, 
. How farr we our ſelyes are under the ſym« 
oms and rokes of the rod, 4. Shall eyince the 
lutie by, Arguments. 5. Apply it axes, 
'7, For Scriprures; fee Fer. 3.7,8 What 
fad complaint does God take up over Tudah on 
0:\Whis very account ? when for all the cauſes where- 
np backsliding Iſrael commuted Adultery, I had 
ut her away, and given her a bill of divorce, yet 
ber treacherous fiſter Judah feared not, but went 
ud played the harlot alſo, Though God had 
hreatned them, not with words only, bur wich 
lows -and had ſer the legible and bloudy cha-' 
aters of their own doom before their eyes; yet 
ll was too little ro convince them of their own 


s 4 afe 


E- ' f "% Ort or berth he ſoundaf the Trumpet, 
og v 717.5 .if the ſword come puts Era ha 
—_ "20 ax ſhall be upon his own head z he 
BE. 5 eg debe fa ig of the crompes, ND took not-way ne 
ke i”g, bis bloud ſpall berupon him ; but be: that Em 
HEY R + ro W pramal eng delyver bis ſoul. Prb;42;'3, 
: AS man foreſeeth the evil, and hideth 
has , but the {mple paſs on and art-pupiſhed, 
24 deed nor heap up witnefſes-to evidences ratio- 
nal and undeniable a truth. , 
- © »'2, But-you will as& me, How. ſhall we know 
when a ue þ is comitg ? 


I ſhall anſwer in thefe ewo generals, 
>." 1, Somerhing may be gathered from God, 
3'.. Something from Man. * 
From God; as, | 
x. The packing wp of his Jewils is a 7 on of 
ſome ſtorm approaching. The, righreoms 1s taken 


away fron the evil to come, Iſa. 57. 1, When God 
ly-packing up his Jewells, inoarquing his Noah;, 
and ſhouldring away his'Lots, it's -a ſad Omen, 
that\the day /of ſome dreadfull viſuation 15-2t 
| hand, 'Tis tue,as we are all morcall,zt is appointed 
to all meu once to dye:but when God ſcems to catch 
rhem up in. haſte, ' and to gather them by whole 
Cluſters, and that in the mide of their ſtrength 
and. ſervice; this is an ordinary Prognefich. of 
approaching Judgment. 

Gods withdrawing his aroſence i is another hen 
that he hath a rod a making, When he hath ſhut 
himſelf up,” and will nor be ſpoken with ; -T will 
8s 4nd retigry £0 ”y place tell they bordich 
SH 7777; 


”_ bad withdrawn bin 
that went 


{ha!l periſh together. . O. Exglend, know, it muſt 
notbe as thy Prophets, bur as chy God will. 

3. Gods croſſing the courſe of Nature, 1s ano- 
ther fign-that Judgment is haſtning : Namb.17.8. 
we read that Aarons Rod budded and bloſſomed, 
and bare almonds: and what > was this a dumb 
ben? No: verie tO, And the Lord ſaid unto Mee 
ſer, Bring Aarons Rod again before the Teftimonys 
5x" <a to 
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4 Wine 
2900 wall point at ? 
T neceſfary 
| o/nndinens 
'Y perplezi 
Zh 2t. {nay Ky hat oebich ith here Lives 
larly. intended, was afterward fully: accompliſhed 
by T3 Ve, paper of Terofaleni; "that Abomi- 
- Mo of Deſolation*veing uſher in by a multi. 
de of figns and wonders, as'Chrift had foretold, 
and credible Hiſtory doth abundant]y certifie, 
15 64 gradual beginning of Fudgment is ano- 
-ther preſage thar' the full blow 'is coming. God 
uſually. ſend ſome drops, "as. the Harbinger: 
the ftorm of his'wrath, and ayes not on with 
bis full might at onte, left he ſhould cruſh us to 
' Pieces ; bur he chides before he Aeikes, and begins 
with gentler ſtrokes, and every froke calls Jouder 
and louder for repencance ; as being loath co ſtrike 
harder than needs he ruſt, Firſt, he remoyesfrom 
the Cherab. to the threſhold, FF 9. 3. and 
there turns again, and reaſons the caſe, and takes 
notice of eyery weeping eye, and every ſad heart, 
Set a mark. uyon the forcheads of the men that 
ftgh. Then frow the threſhold to the chernbims, 
chap, 10; 13, and then falls a threatning and a 
promiſing ; Tet will I bets thems as alittle ſanttx- 
ary 1n the Countries where they ſhall come. At 
aft from che Cher#b:ms he departed to the 
Mountains, chap. 11. 23. and thence he yfſech 
the utmoſt importunicy, if at hgth' by any _ ; 
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ſhall comein'my name, —_— 
Ay 


2 double harycR ; a harycſt of wheat, and a-hat- 
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tO er le 150k wy 4 DES hs 
brpinse 01 
van; pripare' thee fluff for removing, an 

rhydayist ei fobe,----It may bt they will 
conſider," rhongh they be a rebellious pre a 
brift, /ay:tg, 7 am 
Chritt\\and all detriv ”, and Fat hear 
of warys, 6: "Wiatio# chall ariſe againſt "nition; 


, Lv 1 RE"n6 ON 
” - T RP, « 


" 28-2 

Chap. 12-3 3 
Y 

. * * 

l e, 


theſe are'the beginning of ſorrows, Mach, 24. 5. | 


ro 8,” Now'the beginning argues boch the middle 
andthe end co ſucceed.” ' 32141 


$3 The jarnt cryer and war ningy.of the Prophets 


is \arother © ſymptom 'of approaching -wilery } | 


Theſe are called Gods Watchmes, and his Szers ; 
Sou bf man, I have made thee a watchman unto 
the howſtof Iſr acl, therefore-hear the word at my 
month, aud give them warning from me, Euck. 3, 
17.1 will tand pon my watch, and ſet" me upan 
the'townr, to ſee what he will ſay unto mt, and 
what 1 hall auſwer,&'c, Hab, 2. r1. God doth 
tſually reyeal his purpoſe firſt to them, that they 
may publiſh it unto whom it doth concern; and 
therefore he adds. yerf.'2. Write the vifion, and 
make 1t plain, that he may run that readeth u. 
We are his Ambaſſadors and Heraxlds ; he-is 


wont to ſend out his Sumiffons, and bid battel by 


us, When thoſe Turtles which were wont to bring 
you the Olive. branch of peace, the glad ridings 
of the Goſpel, come with a ſword in their mouths, 
be confident there is war preparing in heayen, 

2; -Ocher grounds of Con jeQure are drawn 
from'man, as, : 


"3; When fins on thethriving hand; God hath 


yeſt 


6s 


\ Hike as 65bock, of 0 
id the haryeſt of his 


«for 


av i 


gb... Twas fin that fu, opened rhe womb! of 
miſery, and.*1s fin. tha ripens and haſtens Judg- 
ment; Sin and ſuffcring-have the meaſures of their 
: grow proportionable ;. as.the-one ripens, ſo guth 
the other 'te0, Now. conſider this, ye. rhat forget 
Gods your creaſuring up of fin, is. a treaſaring 4Þ 
ef wrath unto your ſelves againſt the day af Gods 
wrath, Rom. 2. 5. O that blind finners could but 
ſee what they are doing 1 Taphet # orgaintd of 
eld, the-pile thereof is fire and much wood,- ---I(a. 
30. 33, Every fin brings. its. faggot to' this .pz/e. 
Little did: Perid/ae think -what he was a Jing 
| when be was forging the Tyrant Phalar:s his 
t#.12/36. Curious Inſtrument of Cruelty : Every idle word, 
-4-24 eyery yain. thought, every negleCt of a known du» 
ty, like (o many Infernal Locuſts, are daily flying 
from the dead carcaſe of thy heart, where they 
breed, unto the h:ve of a ſad eternity, crwre veneno 
plena; and thon ſhalt ſhortly taſte and ſee when 
Gods vintage and Byurutng-time 1s corae,what this 

bony..is wbich now ſcems 1o {wees in thy mouth, 
i} 2. When 
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Gels worfh Mot 1904 = 
his Spoxſe, Cant,'5: 1, andis married to 


her, Fer. 3. 14, His Worſhip 4nd Tiſftiturions 
are his Cocion with his Church, whereby he depots 
child/&n unco/hirmfelf.; and therefore the abuſe of 
his worſhjp he juſtly calls Adulcery, and} ſpiritual 
Fornication ; a violation of Coyenants, and a 
breach of Conjugal union: This was commonl 

one Principal cauſe of Gods Controverlie wich.his 
firft Wife, his ancient Spouſe, and thacwhich he 


- hath moſtly manifeſted his furious Jealonſic abour. 


Several Inftarices might be pt6duced, but exam- 
ples of this nature are obvioas and occurrent al- 
molt every where in the old Teſtament,” Again, 
Gods Church. is his Garden, Cant, 4. 12, and'4 


garden incloſed too ; he keeps it under lock, it is 


his own' Peculiar, he will allowno plants here, 
but- thoſe of his own ſerting 3 Humane Inveati- 


'ons and Traditions of men, unſcriptural Cere« 


monies and fgnificant figns farr-fercht by the wn 
der-keepers of this Garden, are weeds which 
God will root up ; , he will not haye his Garden 
new modell*d, nor adulterated with mans baſtard 
otnaments ; the wrongs that are done here, are 
ſacrilegious wrongs. 
3. When Profeſſors loſe their zeal for God, 
and the pure and ftrift wayes of God, Pecauſe 
Iniquity ſhall abound, and the love of many ſhall 
wax cold, Matth. 24.12, And then ſhall many 
be offended, and ſhall betray one another, and ſhall 
hate one another, ver. 10. This was ſpoken asa 
preſage of chat dreadfull Drftruftion _ 
ues oy Ott one 0 


take it ! Therefore,if any max draw back, my ſoul 
ſhall have no pleaſure in him, Heb. 10, 3$, and 
- the more grois and general this Apoſiafie is, the 
more dreadful, the more univerſal, the more ſpee- 
dy execution of wrath it doth purtend, 
4. when charity among brethren is dying, But 
if ye bite and devour one another, take heed ye be 
: Datce nemen 20t conſumed one of another, Gal, 5, 15, , Difcord 
$i! Cicer. hach a more natural tendency unto ruin than al. 
£ moſt any other fin ; A houſe divided canzot fFand, 
ſays Chriſt, and therefore this is one principal 
ſcope of the Commands of the Goſpel, to beger 
and quicken love and charicy among brechren, 
You (hall ſcarce find any one thing in the new 
Fcftament ſo much preſt as this : For this 3s the 


well age 


, ok yi nf, that 
Shit 1 it tuff. 
dfature, z 
| hen yi SA lies  wprepented of. 
hat was it that overturn'd Zedekzab and his pro» 
ple? Jer, 34.8. Afcer they had entred into (i- 
cred bonds in the houft of God, to. releaſe all 
their ſervants, that were of the Jewiſh ſeed, and 
had for a time performed it ; but afterward teat: 
deceirfully with them, and brake their Covinant, 
ver, T1, Therefore from yer. 17. to the end, you 
may ſee the ifſne, Behold, I will proclaim Li- 
erty for you, ſaith the Lord. to the Sword, 
o the Peſtilence, and to the Famine. Other 
known Inſtances to this purpoſe might be given; 
but I forbear, 

6. FFhen thoſe ſins for which God bath takes 
up 4 controver/ie are not removed, Sufferings, as 
Ag ſaid, are the dire& and proper effects of 

; the only ſucceſsful courſe to heal the efteft, 
Is _ antidote the cauſe. 1/rae cannot proſper, ,,, ,. 
or ſtand before his enemies, until Achas be exc- 

ted ; There's no ſayling, while guilty Jonas 7, 1,4; 
Iyes aboard, bur death and ruin on every hand. 

hen God is {ſhaking his rod againſt a People, 

and they regard it not, warning them by his Pro- 
phets, and, as it were, planting his Ordnance, 
nd fetting his batrel in array againſt them, and 
hey cremble not at it; what is this but a bold 
hallenging of the Almighty, and eyen a daring 
im t0g0 0n, and to do his worſt ; now what can 

be 


ipſa Joquitar, 

'Z. Hath not God ſeemyd to withdraw his pre. 
ſence ? ac leaſt in ſome reſp:&s ; Bleſſed be God 
for any tokens of his quickning preſence among 
us; that theres yet ſo much of the life of God 
in ts, as to Carry us out in an unwearied ſearch 
after him , yet *ewas ſo with the Spouſe, when 
her Beloved had withdrawn hi aiſelf, Cant. 5. 6, 
I ſought hims, but 1 could not find him; I callti 
him, but he gave me no anſwer, And is not this 
our very calc? How long have we cryed to God 
for bread ? apd as yer we have ſtones inftead of 
bread ; or if bread, we have it, but as God threat 
ned Jeruſalem in another ſenſe; by weight, and 

t 15. by meaſure, by crummes, and by drops z yet _ 
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\ . [od 
d be, God for the \crumms' that fall from, bis, 
yers, and frultrace che hopes. of his' pee 
that they lye as the lain in the treers, ac 
feet. of the luſts, and wills of: all_chac 


5 ek wot God been croſſing the. courſe. of 
ature, by ftrange Signes and Prodigies, ſuch, 
d ſo many, as no age in Z»glend could eyer 
ralle! ? I need nor be large here, yet.I would 
ot chat theſe things ſhould be lightly pat over 
vr: eaſily. forgotten, for doubtleſs God hath 
igh and; glorious ends jr. them ; his figns are 


' 


oo S- arts 
or. without their Hgnifications, He that hatch 
ot ſet the Rain-bow in the clouds for nought, 
or one Star of Comer to appear in vain ; bar 


itt; 


"$I. #/ 
1's people, +4TAY 


1.: 64S 


ath ordained them for ſigns and for ſcaſons ; Gi.r.14; 
o, not ſo much as.2 Jparrow, or. an hair of 0ur paar. rd; 
ads (hall fall co the ground withouc a. Provi- 29, 36 


enice.; Tan we imagine that ever he would thus 
| heayer-and carth with his ſtrange works of 
onder,” on no higher defign, than to be meer 
ing-ftocks and table-ralk with unconcerned 
12n #. nay, be confident the dayes are at hand, 
nd now are, that God will interprer_his own 
eaning, and clearly unriddle all theſe his Pa- 
ables to us. | - 
4. Is not Tudgment already begun at the 
Wovſe of God? I hope, 1 need not xun our into 
Warciculars here, to tell you your own ſorrows 
a'-WÞ .pull choſe groans from your hearts, and to 
Wump choſerears from your eyes ; I hope, that 
yery corner in , your. _ and eyery Angel 


5 orb $f cata "ew | 
arh the Lord tovrred 
"Ziew with « cloud, in hi5 an 
wot mbeaven unto the earth the bexy 
, ey remembred not his 45 & th 
| is dvger, 
Hat h wot this been che joint: cr | ahth 
be wed: report of the Prophets and 
For yeral years together? And nbw. Gil Pte 
Fwd: is "Rcdni liſhed, 'boch (ve, 'dnd "yaw. 
w & feel wharthe Voie meaht,8c ate ſmat 
hg Wir the Furchen'6F the viþon ; bur when 
ow it. hall 'be' temoyed, we "know not otily 
(far) in.'ceneral 'we know, "When the”R6d'hi 
At $ ends, either "of, 6bdw#ation, or Yui 
or (, which the Lord rac.) of rhorough. Xif 
. mation z When the, Firtratep ickr 'and ſep: 
"red, When the hatyeſt is. ripe, and *, 
ole fit for.che.. retard ' ind" l 
for; When "the "Lords* time*, "even"the 
Hime , is cotnie.; then, Atid not Ar then, 
"Thall be. 
6. Whin was all manner 'of fin 1a 
ithrivin v4 LON than now ? DC | 
Whored m, and Oppreſſion, and Diceir, $ 
ing and Lying, D: bauthery and Prop adi 
of all ſorts and fizes, is growing ripe”; ap 
being” eſtabliſhed by che dormient conn 
Wenn, of Wholſom Laws ; The 'Eord* hath a thi 
= verfewithihe Inhabitant; of the Litnd, but 
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Las es "LEV : "T5 
i; wo truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge 4 
Cal OHhs Lind By Pa ee: , and bis 7 OLE 
a Wot, 08 Beds , 4nd committing ality, "I 
they break out, and blogd toucheth bloud, There- 
fore ſhall the Land monrn.--- What's become 
of Sabbarths, and Sabbath-duries, Inſtirurions 
and Celebrations? the beauty and power of 
them ? Are we not.lile Ezekiels pot, whoſe x,y: 
ſcum thirein, and whoſe ſcum is not gone ont 24. 6, 
of it + Nay, if we look home on our:ſelyes, we 
may find the "_ on our own walls: how 
can we juſtifie our Pride and Worldlinefs, our -- 
Weantonneſs, our Cenſorionſneſs and ſelf-ended- 
nels, our Unbelief and Impatience ? Don't theſe 
things reſtifie againſt us ? | 

7. Is not the worſhip of God abnſed; and 
that both praQtically and doQtrinally ? But T 
muft be ſtlent here. Care leves loqunntur, in- 
gentes ſtupent, 
| 8. Is there not a great declining, and lofing 
"of z:2al for God? How ſad and general hath 
"IF been the Apoſtacy of worldly-minded and 
© i worldly-ended Demas's > Who would have 
thought that eyer ſuch hearts had been enken- 
nel'd under (uch tongues ? that ſuch Lugels of z Cor; 
light had been no other than transformed De." I4+ 
vils > Who would have thought that Jadas the Ioha 6.704 
Diſciple had been the Traitor > May not Chriſt 
ſhew the wounds with which he hath been 
wounded zx the houſe of his friends ? Nay, lec 
mg ask you, whoſe whoſe hearts and minds 
have been ſavingly inlighened and warmed wich 
the quickning Brams of the Su# of Righte« 


C 3 owl. | 45 


Zech.13.6; 
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of the K « þ | | 
low have gov flowihe Jon 
Law! 7 ke por ycur {xraces and 
ye ohio yon? what's become. 
of chaſe, divine ſparks that haye been begotren 
in. you.? are. they as quick. and lively, as 
forcible and ſeryiceable, 25 they. were wont 
to be? | | | 
 _ .+.9, 15. not charity among brethren dying? 
---* * -partly from the jarring of worldly Intereſts, and 
- '** partly from the diſagreement of Judgment and 
"Opinion ? How few are there, that, like b:c- 
- Plal.13 3) ren, dwell together 3n waity ? This hath been 
a diſeaſe of a long time lamented, _and yer 
Jamentarions of this nature are as ſeaſenabl: as 
ever - Oh!{ when will God cure-the-wounds 
among- brethren !- we have been licking. our 
ſelves whole indced, but Alas / ic bath been with 
a cankered tongue, ſo that the. Leproſie bath 
Tpread and * gotten ſtrength by "the means of 
Js Care, A +. 
19, Doth not Covenant-breakyng yet Iye un« 
repeuted of > How many Oaths, Proteſtations, 
Leagues and Solemn Covenants, have there been 
impoſed and taken, whereof the one hath neceſ- 
- Jarily and manifeſtly implyed the violation. of 
” the other ? O / the miſerable and curſed pre» 
Ritutions of Conſcience / Thoſe that make ſo 
light of Oaths, will noc make ſo light,-of the 
Vengeance of that God unto whom they have 
ſworn : no Covenant hath, on all ſides, been ſo 
faithfully keprz3s char with Satan and Self : This 
is a lamentation, and let it be for a lamenta- 
tron, _ Beſides, how many priyate, mm 
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il yows and promiſes haye there 


paſt begween. God and, your own ſouls, on ſevE- 
ral fo;lorn ſtraits and emergencies? and haye - 
they nor, all been as eaſily broken as they have , 
been made ? Oh | let me lay op theſe things'in 

the cloſers-of your Conſciences, and, when you 
are"alone, ſeriouſly a d ſadly conne them 

over, 

11, Are thoſe fins for which God hath ta- 


; 
ken up the Controverſie removed > Have we 
Nv 
c 


s.. 


heard the rod, and him who hath appointed it 2 
Haye.we anſwered Gods demands ? nay, haye 
we duely debated the buſineſs, and examined the 
ground of che Quarrel > Have we been in Parly 
;. Wl with God, and exccuted his YYrits of Inquiry, 
by. the Commuſs:on-Office of Conſcience, 
 MWechcoughour che Lebeyries and Precintts both. of 
3 MW the outer and inner man ? If nor, how..can 
we rationally expe& a comfortable iflne ?. Can 
a rotcen Liver produce ſound bloud ? Do wen yauh:s, 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſiles ? nay, 16s 


reap ; as long as fin is the ſeed, the harveſt 
will be wrath z if we ſow the' #:zd, we muſt 
expe to reap the whirlwind, Can you dry up Hol: 3,p. 
he ſtreams, as long as the fountain 1s alwayes 
ending our freſh ſupplies though you may ſeem 
o bay 1c back a while, yet, finner, believe ic, 
the vengeance of God js all the while pending 


againſt thee, and thy Bay will not held long ; 


Ut dur when ir_ burſts, look fora ſweeping Judg- 
2. ent, Now lay all theſe things cogether, and 
dy theſe, and the like, judge how farr we are 
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VF hatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall be alſo Gals G7) 


n_ 


| but of the [ymprom: of an approaching Rod. 


 1Sam-34- 
4+ 
Tudge4.21 
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© 1] hope I need not.ſpend much time here ; Is 
it not pity that words and threatnings ſhould 
Hot prevail . with . rational creatures, without 
blowes >. why, confider z ſhould God ſhew his 
Skill ro hit, he, mignt ſtrike thee 1n theſecrer 
parts unawares, and come upon thee in the 
dark ; how eaſily might he find thee, as David 
found his enemy, and ſerye thee as Fel ſeryed 
Siſers, He is not bound to ſeund his Trumper, 

are he takes up his ſword z Gods threatnings 
are 1n mercy ; hethreatens, that he may ſpare ; 
the Ambaſſadours of his Judgements, are,condi- 
tionally Ambaſſadours of Peace; every Warn. 
ing cffzrs you reconciliation upon Gods terms, 
the Motto of his ſword is, Tarn ye, turn ye, 
why will ze die ? Now I ſhall knic up the Ar- 
oument, of this Aﬀertion in this threefold 
Motiye. 

1. 'Tis thebeft way to prevent the coming of 
the rod. What ſworn witneſſes might I pro. 
duce yoa from Scripture-Records? Ahy my 
brerhren, ſhall the men of Niveveh riſe in 
Judgment ag1inſt us ? ſhall we juſtifie Sodow 
and Gomorrah, and Teraſalem, whom the juſt 
vengeance of God hath puriued to their utter 
ruine, and ſer up for warnings unto us > See 
Joel 2.12, Tyra je even to me with all your 
beart, 
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tar qodements, Few jock foo 
hem with his Judgments. Blew ye t 
' Ziow, Gil ſound "eu alarms in my holy mayn- 
ain, lit "all the Inhabitants of the land 'trems. 
fe : for the day of the Lord cometh, for 5& «@ 
igh' at hand. (A day of darkneſs, and of 
loomineſs, &c, yet, twrn uyto the' Lord your 
God, for he" is gracious and merciful---=Whe 
neweth if he will return, aud repent , and leave, 
bleſcing behind him + Obſetye Gods method 
ad carrrage-in the courſe of his . Judgments 3 
chreatens that he may not corre, he correts 
hat he may nor deftroy; if leſs ado will com- 
aſs his ends, he firs down, and proceeds no far- 
her; he will ſpare every blow' chat way be 
ar'd, and will not adde one gra: more than 
- {Wof neceſhity, Ba 
. Wl 2. /t will arm thee for the coming of the 
, Wed, if it do come. The prudent wan fore- 
? Weeth the evil, and hideth him(clf. Proy.-22. ;. 
d {Whough thy foreſceing of it, and humbling thy 
Funder it, may not prevent the coming of it, 
f (W'** it will be 2 hiding place for thee when it 
loth come, *Tis true, the Rtorm may fall on 
he fields of thy profits, on the gardens of thy 
Iclights, on the hoſe of thy reſt and peace; but 
tcan't reach thy ſoul, as long as thy life is bid 
ith Chriſt in God, Indeed Jonas cryes out, 
hat the waters compaſſed him about, even to the 
onl, Jonah 2, 5. And David complains, that his 
oul was among lions, ITS Bus this may 
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been fon hays let it. rain in upon. hon 
the deſpoiling the = ſtate of- their ſpit 


wak-comforts s and yet. the PRs 4-45-4 whie 
2s of.God hath Rood ſure, Thus oftentimes | 
' Comes to-paſs through her own weakneſs, qr ut 
watchfulneſs, rhat the poor Soul is forced 1 
{ctabble to ſhoar, like Ranl's companions, « 
the-Planks of broken peace and thatter'd con 
yo «T'was the bleſſed temper of a holy mar 
now-in-reft, under all the: tortures wherewit 
his body- was rackt , that he could truly a 
chearfully bear witneſs for God ; Not. one dr 
of wPrath' in all thi: . Though thy lofles | 
great, ang thy ſufferings oreat, though thy Cre 
djc be-gone, thy Eaſe, thy Blenty, thy Libe:;| 
thy Friends, thy Hopes, and all be gone, the 
2 bux gone 2-gathering, | as Bees from thei 
1985; anon thou ſhalr- fee'them come flockin 
home as heavy laden with the bleſſed gains ar 
everplan.as eyer they can flye. Thy Credit wi 
man, hath brought thee home credit and fayc 
_ with' Gad 1 chy Broken name is _return'd 
* New name, atitle of honour, and rqyaldign 
" tyg and no bare title neither, as that.was. tht 
had I» : but the Crown it ſelf is come, at 
the Sea{ of the [nheritance, Thy painful, ut 
gonſtanc eaſe 1 Is not come halting, bur dat 
cl Is 
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ale than what t the” Fool in the” 
oy 2 ' or any other the world can pro- 
oiled Plekry is come home with a 
richeſt mth Oh ! who' could 
Fet L998 4 for ſuch Advantage > Lord; if 
thou hadſt given. me leave to ask, I had never 
kr half fo much ! *T'was but a handfvll of duſt 
thou 4dventured ff, and behold, heaven and 1 Tim. 
earth is nqw lictle enough to hold the Increaſe, #* % 
Thy Liberty which went t Captive amy, is come 
Trinmphing home : to what a height is Foſeph 
the poor. batter'd Lad adyanc'd ? | See what a 
etal is endorſed by the Parliament of Hea- 
yen, 1 the backſide of thy Aittimus, or Pro- 
ſeription ! He thet 1s called is the Lord, 1 "Cote. . 
though 4 6 ſervant, though a bond=man, though 7- 22. 
an exile, yet ] x the Lords Pree-man, And if loh. 8. 36. 
the Son ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be free 
indeed. Now - therefore thow art no more aEphz. 19. 
frranger and a forreiner, but a fellow=cirzen | 
with the Saints, and of the houſhold of Ged. AR.21.394 
aA Citizen of no mean City, ( ayes Paxd.) 
Axe thy Friends gone > lift up now thine eyes, Gen. 13, 
And look from the place where thou 'art, North. 4+ 
ward, and Soathward, and Eaftward, and We rſh - 
ward, Thouſands, and ten thouſands of Friends 
r.one, and never 2 one but a Jenathay, 2 San £ 
whoſe love is wonderful, pafring the lowe of wo. ** 
"we, and whole power cores not ſhort of their 
love. A whole beaver of friends aboye thee, - a 
' Whole v0/ume of friends before chee, and a thou- 
ſand 
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eatned as the plague of the wicked, 
that chew miſeries ſhall come upon,-them, a 
ang upon 4 woman in travel, 1 Theſ. 5. 7, 
 irreliſtibly, and unexpeRedly. Ins day whes he 
looketh not for him, and in an bony that be it 
not aware of,, Match, 24.50. Yet not for want 
of warning; God ſcornso ſteal upon them 3 he 
comes. openly, and blows his Trumpet before 
him : buc cis, for not taking warning : and 
hence it is, that they meet with darkneſs in thy 
day time, and grape, and Rumble, and faY, 3» the 
#008-day as in the vight- 
-3, 1t will argue thy care to pleaſe God, and 
that- thou ſandeRR 1n ſome holy fear, and filial 
- awe of him. *Tis a:token of an Ingenyous ſpirit 
ina child, to obſerve the looks and carriage of 
his. Father cowards him ; when a look or a nod 
is enqugh to intimate the parents mind, and to 
cauſe 'the dutifyl child rq obey, or ſubmic and 
humble hijaſelf, As the eyes of ſervants lok 
- #0 the hand: of their Maſters, and as the eyet 
of a muden unto 'the band of ber Miftreſs, ſ 
Pur enes. wait wpoy the Lord our God. Pial, 
133, .0 my brechren 1 If jt be not all one 


with you whether God be pleaſed gr (ſpleaſed, 
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ther) you land or fall, before .bim-s 3f' ye 
Ty 2 "as. 
ld be bid. in the day of hz wke noe 
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wat 
e of bis frowns, and-of his ſmiles, a» 

alk-with him, and' follow, acer him, incche 

bs of his Providence z walk with him, Lſay, 

t take heed of fepping. before him, or part» 
zs from him, and humble your ſelves under 
xerokens of bis fatherly diſpleaſure, O how 
indly would God take this at your hands 1 
ad how ſoon would he lead you-rthrough 
eſe thjckpre and bryar;, into more oper and 

ralant walks ? EE 
 Thus-far for the DoRrinal part, I ſhall ſpeak 

briefly in the application of ir, chat I, may 

ten to what: principally- I intended in the 
hoice of this ſubjeR, 

This truth. chen argues three ſorts of people 2, 12 * 
der juft-reprehenſion. T2 

1. Such as will wot acknowledge God 12, aud 
nder,the Rod : That cry out under the ſmart 
f it, but arc blind as to the real Zads and De- 

es of it : and hereia the beſt are very 
wilty, if -we throughly confider theſe four 
hings, wherein God 1s to-be acknowledged in 
1s Rod, 

1. 1s his Providence, as he is the Author of 
t. Shell there be evil zu the City, and the Lord 
bath net doxe it + Am, 3.6. it is the Lord, 
aid El, let bins de what ſcemeth him good: 

x Sam. 3.18. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
Math taken away, Job 1.21, not the Saberane, 


wor ghe Chaldrans vs here was no quageping 
wit 
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-pemics"'a Commilſion from heaven, eyen 


Froad ſeal, for what they do? { though t 

a&t riot intentionally'in proſecution of any ſud 
Cormmiſſion.),' O Aſſyrian, the rod of mi 
goger, Ke, 7 will ſend him ( not onely (ufk 
him ) again} an hypocritical nation, and « 
'gainſs the people of my wrath will 1 give him 
charge to take the ſpoil, and to take the pr: 
and to tread them down (ihe the mnre in th 
Preets," Iſa; x0, 5,6. Are Inftruments but th 
Ctarrior-wheels whereon God is riding out t 
corre&t, and to chaſtir* > what means then thi 
ſnirling ar the Rone ?' this contending witl 
the rod, as if that were in all the fault þ If i 
be God that ſtrikes thee, as thou acknowleds. 
eſt, how dareſt thou oppoſe thy ſelf againſt thy 
Miker 2 "What is 1t that your complaints ar 
ordinarily ſo full of, when, like Turtles, you 
aie bemoaning your ſelves together > Bur, the 


ervelty and oppreſſion of Enemies, exelaiming 


on-the ſubtilry and unfairhfulneſs of one, or ot 
the malice, revenge, or ſelf-ſceking of another; 
rhis argues your half-acknowledging of God. 
I ms dumb, and opened not my month, (ay6l; 
David, becauſe thoxs didft it, Pſnl, 39; 9, Hl 
obſcryes the harid as well xs the rod ; God had; 


0 do 'with' him, and he has to tO 


© AE voice of che Red. F | 
| again,..in the \afMiRion : here |lyes:the 
arrel, and. cherefore, he hath nought to) ſay | 
> Inftruments,' he dares. not onee to. hen. 
"2, God, 45 to be acknowledged in bis Sout- 
ig», "His y+ig'abloluce and, untimit» 
|: H:aven and Earth, and all created beings, 
ouls and Bodies, and. whatſoever . we are-or 
ve, arg. peculiarly his... ,Shalk the thing 
d ſay rnto him that formud it, Why haſt 
bow made me thus? bath not the Poitey power 
the clay > Rom, 9, 25, 21. Now acknowe 
44s implyes a ſubmiccing to, an acquieſci 
nd reſting under, ſome-.clear. and full perſwa 
1. Ic is not only an, aft of the lip, or of the 
dgment,, but is comprehenſive of ghe. whole 
an, the. heart and life, che aſſent, and, cons 
ut: When a Que#ionis granted, the deſpats 
ended : if Gods Soyereignty inthe Katicude 
\d univerſal fulneſs. of ic, be throughly. ac- 
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"Wnowledged, we have nothing chen to gainſay 


im in his : arbicrary execution of it. if - he 
ke our. health, or our wealth, or peace,-on 
lends, or lives from us, we are thus far ſa- 
ﬆhed, that he takes but: his own, he' doth bur 
i in what. he had lent out ; and we do no 
ore than . we-are bound to do in honouring 
m,.though with cheexpence of all thoſe bore 
dwed enjoyments. Wo anto him that firrveth 
1th bis Maker; let the Potſheards ftrivewith 
ve Pots heards of the earth ; thall the clayſayto 
1” that farhioneth it, What makgft thog 7 or 
7 merky, He hath wo hands? 118.45.9, 
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25, 


h, actcher wil be Alawighty pervert uh 
ly, neither will th ”! 1 t 
4ary Job 34. wats, "Ti te | 
be unjuſt: If thow ſeo the Opprepries' of 1 
powr,” and-vidlent prrverting- of Judgment 
Fuſtree in a province, marvel wot it thr matt 
Eceleſ;5; 8. 'T13 no firange thing to find w 
tiohrovincls among ren, nay, tod ofrea'amc 
the beſt-of mea ; 'bac to 1mprach Coll bf injX 
frice, vor "to charge. him wich hard" meafure, i 
moſt nefarious Blaſphemy. Shall not the Jag 
#f all tht earth do right? Nay, after all th 
that 1s come upon ul'for onr toil deer, and: 
our 'griat treſpaſs, ſering that thou, O G 
haft prniched nu"Tiſe than our migquities t| 
ſerve. tur. 9.13. Yet who is there that w 
fot atknowiedee that God 15 jult, eveg mh 
feyereft providences ? But alas, my brethren! 
*is on& thing to ſay thar God is juſt; anvite! 
ching'ce fir down fully fatisfied under 'the cla 
conviAtion- of 'the "Equity and Reaſonablent! 
of ir; 5: LL 

4. God myſt be athnowledged in bis ent: 
Now his Ends are either ſecrec or Teyealed. 
far thoſe ſecrers of God, thoſe Arcana Imperi 
they are infinirely 2bove' us, lockr up in th 
Cabiner of divine Cortniſel: alt that is yidble) 
God are his back-parcs ; his works are in 
dark, 2parte-peſt; we can ſee no further than! 
revered. - And in” this ſenfe is God to 
acknowledged in his Eds: and what thelg..! 

. reve 
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I ſhall only heyy you vvhar it to'9e@.. 
VN" —— in pn wed which 
imports, '#s T'conceive, theſe tyyd things, © * © 
0, 5%" Comiſell bf Gol. God b bach gi. 
ven you his Oraeler, his Vrim «nd Thummim, 
the Law nd the Teſtimony and - hither -you 
are to 'havye "recotitfe. *Srarch the Soriptaver, 
Ackpowletging preſuppoſerh Khowledgezus eve- 
ry rational a&'of the »1ll implyes the precedenc 
2of the undarflanding. | 
2, To joyn 1ſne with God, to Urive'on the 
lame'Exd, and'to manage the fame defgn with 
God, Loyd, what wilt thow have me" to 40d aq. q 5. 
fayes'St, Paxl, thy Will ſhall be ty will, «nd 
thy Iatereſt my'incereſt;-1f eh3s 'Cup” witty" wot Marth. 26, 
paſs away from me; except 1 drink. 31, vhy well 4% 
be done, Is ir thy "Will *chat*I ſhould bear- this 
Croſs? ſs ic ſhall be minieco0;. is this thy way 
to hamble and'reform\ mie, ©o make'me perfett 
through ſufferings ? blefſed'be thy Wildom 1 
bleſſed be chy care ! Tf chis razy be the' frdit, 
to' take away my fin, ſpate me net* "ler the 
Fleſh ſay (What it yvill, let'the World adviſe 
how it'yrill,'I vyill not «5k counſel! at choſe 
Pecks': O ny ſoul 1 ' rome not thox into their ſe- 
"Het; wats their Aſſembly, be not thou anted, 
12 Lord, cake" chine oyyn courſe, abate me-nor 
oniepmin that may be for my good, *It payer- 
Ml ty, if ſhame, if baniſhment, if death be the 
Y-1ner, 7 will be dove, Lord, cake me ar my 
word, 


Piied #9; os oy yo gt, na hacs 3 nn 1 
2. This reprows. theſe that will believe ns 
more. than they feel, but like that Horſe that, 
Job (peaks of, Fob 3923122. <>=Rejogeeth in 
bis #hrewgth, he goeth on to: meet the armed, 
wer, ((aay, the armed God ); ; be, wocketh « 
fear, \and 15 not affrighted , #either tarneth- be 
bath, from the ſword. Of this £101; are 
' thoſe. Scoffer:, walking after their own luſts, 
and ſaying Where ir the pronuſe of his coming ? 
| for fince the Fathers fell aſleep, all. things con- 
tinge: 4s they. were frem the beginning of. the 
Creation, 2 Peri 3.3, 4 Well. finners Whe. 
ther chou-wik belieye, or wherher.chou wilt not 
+ believe. this {ball fiend on record within thee 
- forever, that'thou haſt been warn'e;.. T he dayu 
470 at hand, avi theeffeft of every vigon; mhed 
Gad hall make this Eroverb to.ceaſe,T he-gaye 
ard. prolonged, and every vinonfaueth. Eck, 
2-22.23: The time is coming, when God 
ſhalb be-as good. as his-word wich.chee ; and it 
Faith' can have.no:eatrince atthy Hyerimg,, it 
thetl -by thy-other ſenſe of Feelzng, Though 
Hall be the portjor and place of unbelievers, yet 
there thou ſhale, as the Devils,and the reſt of thy 
curſed brethren do, belreve: and tremble, *Tii 
true, God doth ſometimes driverhe nail with his 
Axe, whin the hammer will not do : bur knoy 
ehis to, that the nail chat turns at. the hammer, 


is; went to breakunder the ave, 
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DT bis «fight crying hrs: 

| nnd eine ki 2 dif aſure; 
y courſe 1s 1n pr is difple whe | 

ple or perſon ; and, to'light the threatnings | 
f God, is to deſpiſeborh the perſon and 
ity cthreatning- He-therefore that deſpiſeth; - 
eſpiſeth not maar, but God, 1 Theſ, 4. 8.) And 

ele warnings and chreacnings of God are de- 
piſed theſe rwo wayes : 
I. Provntly, and "that in cheſe chree re 
ch, 
t. 1» the want of Fauh to belithe them, ei- 
her jn the Rea/:t of them, or in che Ends and 
meaning of them. Though I would not you 
hould profrtate your Faith and Credence, and 
«t open theſe doors to every Beftard-Page of 
fing Fame, yet neither ſhould you 

> your doors againſt all rangers z as 418 

toried of the Amycle:, whe being often terri- 
ied and wearied with falſe reports, -at lerigth 
y Law condemned all Reports, and then 
nick became their enetnies prey, Bur in this 
urmifing, inquiring, credulous, and yecunbe- 
ieving Age; this is all I ſhall add"at- preſenc,/as 
o this caſe ; Thoſe things that are inevidenc, 
nd improbable in the Fable, may yet be cer- 
ir, and ſeaſonable in the Afora/: therefore 
hat will not ſerve for'a aff to ſupport thee, 
ay yety ohe way of other, ſerve for fue! to 
um thee. Buc how diſpucable ſaever God's 
arnings may ſometimes, and to ſome perſons, 
 Weem to be, He have 4 _ word of Propheſie, 
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| whereunto: je. do wall chas. go cake herds. 2. Per: 


2429. Yer, alaz.4 who hath believed this.re- 


ports. and to whom is the arm of the Lord. Tee 
vealed? \Though the Watchmen cry. from. the 


' Tower, and blow the* Trumpet from the Walls 


er. Where ce the ſo :1s-thar rake rheinſelyes to 
ſo deeply concerned-in the buſineſs ? Sinner! 
thou fhalc ſhortly kndw which way che malign 
and fatal Aſpefs of thoſe fierie Comets of Di. 
vige threatnings look, when God ſhall bring 
thee out with Agag, and.tell thee, ny Natha 
told David, T hog art the man , the very. per 
ſon Þ aim'd at ; and though thou weuldR noi 
hear thy caſe pleaded, theu (halc both ſee and 
ſuffer theſentence executet]. 

2, 1n the want of fear, to reverence an( 
Rand m awe of them, as the Majeſty.of God 
and. the-imporrance of the iflue require. Hee 
now thu, O fooliſh people, and without wnder 
ſtanding ! which have eyes and ſee mot,' whi 
have ears and hear not. Fear ye not me ? (aitl 
the Lord: will ye not tremble atumy preſtnce 
Jer.5.2t, 22. Foreſmwch as there.45 none lik 
wnto thee, © Lord, thow art great, aithy n 
% great 1n-mght ; who would not fer thee 
O King of Nations ) Jer. 10:6,7. O the irang 
ſtupidity / the atheiftical madneſs of an unt 
lieving heart} Surely, if any created 3&4 
be worſe than the Devil, *tis chis- unk 
lieving Heart, The Devils believe *qnd. tre 
ble.” O how is it, that the miſerable Pr 
ſelzte -hath ſo far ,out-ftripe his curſed 7; 
foar / | q 
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chrough- the Rournels of the bearc 
men ſcorn co ſtoop z or through the blindneſs 
of their minds y not how to do it, farcher 
than the bare C ny and externiity ef it; 
unto whoth God ſcems, as Lot ro his ſons in 
law, bur as one that mocks with them. Tet ſuf 

er God to ſpeak, , pay, hit will ſpeak, and, afs 
et that he hath ſpoken, ( as Job ſaid to his 
riends, \and performed his word) wack, 0», Job 
21.3; Bat unto this man will I1ook,, ( withan 
eye of mercy and ſalyation) ever 19 him that 
z5 oor, and of 4 contrite ſpirit, and trembleth 


Wt wword, Ia, 66, 2, 


2, Poſitively 3 and thus likewiſe thefe three 
ayes: 
A By belying them, Thus the Sorcerers and 
agicians of Egypt endeavoured ren God, 
o the hardning and mining of Pharavh and 
is People: Are there none of theſe Pe/rtrqud 
Mags tobe found among us + who ( beyond che 
mpudence of the Chaldtar Aftr ology) will un- 
terrake co interprer the hand-writing,: pro lubs- 
#ſu0, Theſe are ſome of Iſraels Prophets, of 
om'Ged ſpeaks, Jer.14. 15. The Prophets 
hat prophefie 1n my name; and t ſent them not, 
et ho ſay, Sword and famine ſhall not be 1 


his Land by Sword and Famine ſhall thoſs , 


Prophets be conſumed, Theſe ſons of Chenaa- 
ah, that with their hor ns of ;rou will puſh the 
$1r:ans, untill they have conſumed then, will 
t Ramoth be of another mind, 1 Ks, 43.11; 


- Ws God threatens, *cis. in vain for us to flar- 
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xKin, 22, 
24, 


eo, IU 
a. 
cce"vir\ felves'+ you "may call I94. 7's ; nd 
che piance fuv, the evident prints Sf the” Bin. 
gcr of God, Fortune Chance" or Caſualty ;- the 
threatnings of i nie rape 
dles*; the plain-dealing cofWHichais , a - ipi 
xit of ill will, and diftoyaFaftion”; but 
you-will not call Hell Heaven, , nor ceverlafi- 
mg -Bitoirigs che' Blefledheſs you promiſed 
your ſelyes, | = 

- =; By deriding them, When T1ſrat] was rot 
Xeri-ripe for Judgment, "and God was ſendin: 
his harveſt-men to make a ſwoooth feld of them 
"is recorded; ro their ſhame, bur for cur warn 
ing, 2 Chron, 36. 15, 16. The Loyd God « 
their Fathers ſent to them by his Meſcenger! 
riſing up betimes, and ſending : becauſe be ha 
Compaſſion on his people; and on his dwelling 
plare ;" but thry mocked the meſiengers of Gu 
and defpi{ed his words, and miſuſed his Prophet; 
until the. wrath of the Lord areſe again#t hi 
people,"till there was no remedy, Which wi 
Went the ſpirit of the Lord from me, faid Zed: 
kinh,toſpeak, tother? The day is coming, t 
thot! (ſhzlr know by what ſpitit we are ated 
That.we ſpeak not of our ſelves, nor run, like 
Ahimaaz,, on a fcigned, or begoed errand 
'And if we muſt be mockr, and derided, and 
"ſmitten 'on the cheek for our labour : ye 
"for our own-ſakes we rejoyce ; but for our (1 
"cred authorities ſake,' and for your own ſoul 
ſake,” we cannot but- tremble, and weep bot 
over tand you, 
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.2,1By taking 4 wroug comrſe toreville them; 
W419 a of Sane praQtieal. Polttreks. 
God had: threatned t# rent the Kingdoms from 
him, aud to give it to 4 neg hbour of. bis. \that 
wat better then be, 1 San. 15.23:. and now 
the: wiſeſt courſe he can adviſe on. to-ſecure his 
Kingdome, is, to deſtroy-the man ( were itpofſi- 
bleJ'-whom God had: chofen to ſueceed him. 
So when God withdrew his preſence' from him 
at Gilboaz and anſwered him not,. neither by 
dreams, nor by vrim, nor by Prophets, 1 Sam. 
8.6.” which is one ordinary ſynaptom, ( as'I 
have, ſhewn you ) of ſome Judgment at hand; 
Wway he runs to forbidden means, ( nay, byhis 
pwn law forbidden and condemned ) and ſes 
> che Devil for counſel in his deſperare-caſe. 
might- enlarge my ſelf here : but, what, mighe 
arther be added, I ſhall reſerve for rags = 

place, ; 
You have heard your duty, Brethren : but, 
duty heard, and in the notion of ic acknowledge 
d,and yet not praQically imbr- ced, is. the God- 
rovoking fin, and the. heart-plague of chis.our 
eptick, Age, Duties are obligatory .on-+che 
pnſcience and Converſation ; O take heed of 
eaking Gods bonds, and cafting his cords from 
ov. We have heard, nay, in ſome meaſure, we 
eel, both the ſymptoms and ſtrokes of -the 
ords Rod ; Sit down now, and begin. to count 
be cofÞ. There is 2 Wildernef, and a'Jordan, 
Wnd, itfway; be, a Red Sea yet before us ; gird wp 
he lojus of your minds now, and be ſtrong tn 
he Lord, Watch and be ſober, Watch- for the 
| D 3 word 


TP the Rod. TRORETS- bs 


Fa 


EY oo | nndeefolreiy ſick'ro. your 
er; areas ind encurngenin 
'A awakenin ronfactgnaney 
confſidet ; | 9 : ] 

pe: 05 wbin A PEA moments 4; all the mer. ic 

12 dem of the wicked, ind all the ſad banrs of 

hreons, ſhall be'at an end for every the 

Frild (hall be: rried, andthe Batre! (hall be 

over, and the old Qiuarrel never to be reviv'd 

berween the ſeed of the woman, and the 
feed of 'the Serpent; T he pleaſures of jin art 
ut for "a moment, Heb. 11.25, and, How ar: 
they brdught down into deſolation, as in a me. WP 
enent } Plal, 73, 19. He ſeems co berayidhe aſs 

rhe eonceit of it. Thoſe Vipers, that even now ll 

were "thieatning thy deftruftion, and greedily» 

rhirſtizis"for thy blg9d 3" fee! with the rarn of pe: 

a band, they ate gone, vid are now crawling in 

the fire. O wonderful and olorious change We 

Por when they ſhall ſay, Peace and Safety; thuWha 

fdden defirytion Commeth upon thew-as travi ie: 

#pow a woman with «h:1d, "and they ſhall a0 

sſeape; r Theſ, 5:37 O' Sinner ! One: moment 

more; and« then fucceeds thy wofull 'Erernitit 

One ame more; arid then-turns up thy undoingWoi 

Car, "One hott*'s paſtime more, and-then fare 
well to'411 thy pleaſures for ever ; not one ſors 

Not one dance, not one por, not one olimpſe 0 "ber 

Joy, net one merry thought nor word morWiy. 

then,” On this one ("ſt lies thy whole Eftare W' "ve 

$pend out this, as thowart doing, and thou bi 

never 2 farthing more to ſpend, nor to ſaye, io 4 

this world, nor in the yorld to come, . So on Fs: aſe 

ot 


xher hand; the croubles of 'the righteous: are 
under the«ſame Date and determination ;" the. 
one?s half is-+ alrogerhey a5 {hort as the tothers, 
heaven's For 2s the-0ne; Bucker goes dowa, the. 
other comesup, His. enger endareth but ama- 
xt, Pal, 30.5. 0ur light affliction which « 
for @:miment, 2 Cor.4.17, For, 4{mald 
ut have I forſaken thee, but with great 
wercies will I gathey thee. In 4 little wrath, 1 
id my face from thee for & moment, but with 
verlaſtung kindneſs will I bave mercy, on thee, 
aith the Lord thy Redeemer. Ia. 54.7, 8. 
Muck. vp thy ſpirits then, 'O Chriſtian 1 and 
uru te thy ſtrong hold, thou Priſoner of hope, Zech3 
&chold 1-/yonder comes thy Redeemer, /capsny 9. x2. 
wpop the mount ains,and skipping upon the hills, Cant. 2:34 
Se whar haſte he makes 1 he is come 1 he is 
ome | Behold, he ftandeth beb;nd- our: walls 
be lookgth: forth at the wmindew } Hevis nearer 
han thawart aware, Ariſe, O drooping Soub| 
iew the heavens, *cis all cleer and ſerenc above 
s : Inportu navigas, Are not theſe the gates of 
hy Father's Kingdom ? Is nat the ſmelſ of the 
puncry already in thy Noſtrils? Are not rhe 
Fold:n Inſtruments of Joy a tuning, to welcome _ _..__ _ 
"me the {ff Son? O hold our Faich and Pa- Luku$.25, 
ience1 one League farther, one Tide more, and 
hen thou ert ſafe for eyer. Reaſon thus with 
by.ſelf 3 Were T be my Portion, and all that 
were-ever like to ſee or hope for ; +were my 
hoſe Wenturein this Leaking bottom 3 Had I 
o-fettled. Inheritance another where, I were 
viſerable indecd, yea, of all men the moſt miſe. 
2 D w_ rable ; 
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50 WR eng ks ſick'ro, your 
chick and holy:proftiſion, whatever come oat. 
Ant fob your awakening end conulynantng 
conſider ; | 
81 Within 4 A moments more, all the mer; 
Fs 9 of tht wicked, and all the ſad banrs of 
righteous, ſhall be'at an end for every the 
Frith (hall be: cried, andthe Barrel ſhall, be 
over, "and the old Onarrel never to be reviv'd 
berween the ſeed of the woman, and the 
on of "the" Serpent ; The pleaſures of fin art 
but fora moment, Heb. rr. 25, and, How ar: 
they br#ught down'int0 deſolation, as in a ms 
enent } Pal. 73. 19. He ſeems to be rayidhen 
rhe conceit of it, 'T hoſe /ipers; that eyen now, 
were thieatning thy deftruRtion, and greedily 
chirgg for thy blgod ;* (ee! with the rarn if 
band, they ate gone, vid are now crawlingyin 
ths fire. O wonderful and olorious _ 
For when't all ſay, Pe.ce and Safet y,.thia 
fudden ef rub upon them: rea 
#pow a woman with child, and they fall nt 
eſeape, 1 Theſ, 5:35 O Sinner One moment 
more; and then ſucceeds thy woſull Ezernitit 


Ones Same more; and then turns up thy undoing 


Card. 'One hour's paſtime more, and then fare 
wt to #11 thy pleaſures for ever ; nor one ſous 
Not one dance, not one pot, nor one olimpſe « 
Joy, not one merry thought nor word mat 
then,” 'On this one ("aſt lies thy whole Eftare 
$pend out this, as thowart doing, and thou 
never a farthing more to ſpend, nor to (aye; | 


ot 
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this world, norin the world to come, - Se on I"! 


ender the: fame Date and determination; the 
one?s helf is+ alrogerhex a5 {hart as the others, 
heaven's For as che-0ne; Bucker goes down, the. 
other comesUp.. His. enger endureth but a mo- 
at, Plal, 3075. Our Jight affliction which» «& 
but for '@& (dment, 2Cor..4. 17, For. a4: {mald 
ut have I forſaken thee, but with great 
cies will I gather thee. In @ little wrath, I 
id my. face from thee for-a moment, but with 
verlaftung kindneſs will I bave mercy. on thee, 
aith- the Lord thy Redeemer. Ia. 54.7, 8. » 
Pluck. up thy ſpirits then, 'O Chriſtian 1 ad 
urn te thy ſtrong hold, thou Priſoner of hope. Zech:3 
old 1; yonder comes-thy Redeemer," /cappny' 9. x2. 
pou the mountains and chipping wpon the hills, Cant.2:3] 
Sce-whar haſte he makes 1 he is come 1 he is 
ome !\ Behold, he Ftandeth bebind- our: wally 
be looketh: forth at the window 1 Hewis nearer 
han thquart aware, Ariſe, O drooping Souk| 
iew theheavens, *cis all cleer and ſerenc above 
s: Inpertu navigas, Arc not theſe the gates of 
hy Father's Kingdom ? Is not the ſmell of the 
puncry already in thy Noſtrils? Are not che 
inoold:n Infirumencs of Joy a tuning, to welcome _ _..__. _ 
ſome the {ff Sor? O hold our Faich and Pa- Luka15,252 
ience4 one League farther, one Tide more, and 
hen thou ert ſafe for eyer. Reaſon thus with 
y.ſelfz Were T hi my Portion, and all thar 
were.ever like to ſee or hope for ; +were my 
hoſe Fentwrein this Leaking bottom 3 Had 1 
0 fettled. Inheritance another where, Þ were 
viſerable indeed, yea, of all men the moſt miſe. 
oo” D + rable 5 
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Grace;"tbe- cafe is ocherwiſe z- The Covenant 
ordered in all thiogs, ani ſure. This hath ben 
_ my" Trading. time, wy ſowing ſeaſon, my 
yeares of Service; and now the Zebzlee is at 
hand, and” the Fields look white ro. the har. 
veſt; Awake then, O North wind, and. come 
thou South, fill my Sails, and driye me one: 
ro ſhoar | wi. 

2, Remember, The perſevering Chriftian u 
the only bleſſed Chriftian, Ye ſhall be hated of all 
men for my names ſche, but he that ſhall endurt 
wnto the end, the (ame fhall be ſaved, Mui, 
:23.13. All 1 well that ends well. © chat! 


 * »cceuld - drive a- »4il here, that might hold! 


' There's no Fruit fit for Gods hoard, but tha 
which hangs tull. Gatheringetime 5, that whici 
falls before, is loſt; or ſent to the AU to bt 
beaten ro pieces, If any man draw back y n) 
foul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. Heb, 10.33, 
If any "man, Whatever he be, whatever he hat) 
been, or ſcem:d to be, whatever he intends t: 
be in-fairer weather and berter leiſure , s xa 
fayes the O:iginal; if the Righteoms, or Ful 
ezan, he that (hould ive by Faith, tas opus 
74 ,, If he draw back, i ſe ſubduxerit, if ht 
(hall link away ; the word ſignifies aliqua t 
parte d:fſtmulare, to defire to be excyſed unde! 
ſome fair, it may be religious yer falſs, Pre 
tence, to run away behind one's back, 
a Coward or Traitor fron his Colours : if an 
man. chus draw back, »y ſoul ſhall have no ple 
fare ww lim; Here is a Liptate.; under c 
calo 


be the freeneſs. -of rich 
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calm Negarive lies 3 Tixborob, "even the fire of Num.n,j, | 


the [Lords Jealouke.; 9. d. I; is the, higheſt - af 
rofit and diſpleaſure that can- be offer'd unto 
my very ſoul, ( ſpeaking afrer. the manner. of 
men ) and ſo-I take ic, and ſhall record it unto 
the Judgment of the Great Day, No mas ba- 
ving pat bus hand to the Plough, and looking 


back, # fit for the K ingdowe of God. Luk. 


9. 62, Saimuy 65 6 5mm, lookung on thoſe things 
which are: behind ( che Fiſh, and the Cacum» 
bers, andthe Melons of Egypt : Yor which tend 
to a ſinful Retrogradation, for ſo,much._- the 
words Grarematically import ; therefore, ſayes 


Chriſt, Remember Lot's wife, Luk. 17, 33. - 


T his one thing 1 do, Hoc age, ſaycsthe Apeſile, 
forgetting = 6niw, thoſe things which are be- 
bind, aud reaching forth to thoſe things which 
are before, þ preſs toward the mark, Phil. 3. 
13, 14. O'my brethren 1 if eyer you intend to 
preſs forward, take heed of looking backward ; 
as ever you hope to reach the mark, take heed 
you fall not by the way, Remember Chriſtian! 
thou art under bonds and Goyenants with God 
for. thy faithfull and conftant ſervice, during 
the whole and full term of thy life : Thou art 
under: Lzff with bim as thy lawful Capra: and 
Commander ; Thou haſt his Prefſe-mony and 
his Livery, .and he hath thy Neawe, and thy 


Hard and Seal too, for thy loyal and impartial 


obedience + be ſure, God will figd thee. out 
among che crees of #he Garden, and wee beco 
thee , when he begins co manage ſuch. a Tryal 
#2ainſt- rhee, _ cither he will whip Chee owe 
| | by 
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TH "FE, 4 kh} fayour thou 
By 'by C roſs, the bigheft | an 


of in- ſuch a- caſe; -or elſe, (which is 
thore to be feared-) will let thee alone till thy 
- meaſure be full, and then reckon -with thee for 
_ all 'rogether. O remember ! Gifts are'nothing, 
| Duties are nothing, all external Priviledges are 
nothing ; Truth'afd Perfeverance is that which 
crowns all, Wnt | wy 
2:3; Confider, "Af tall Cedars in Gods Lib. 
wou as thou or I, have fallen, and ave daily fal. 
ling. In the [ater dayes ſome ſhall depart from 
the Faith, 1 Tim, 4. x. Under the fixth Seal 
the Sterrs of heaven fell unto the earth, ever 
aa Fig-tree cafteth her untimely figs, when ſhe 
* ſhaken with « mighty wind, Rev, 6.13. I 
nor God now opening this ſeal, and thaking 
the fig-tree> Whar year, what age, had the 
Deyil gotten ſuch windfalls as of lace he hath 
gorten ? The third part, nay more than the 
chif#'parr of the Rarrs are ſmitten, ( If 5t were 
poſſsble) they ſhall decerve the wery eleht, 
Mith.'2:4. 24. Bur, bleſſed be God, who hath 
made'ic impoſſible 3 ho are kept by the pown 
of 'Ged through Path unto Salvation, 1 Pext.1,5, 
We are kept, but not by our own power, #: 
Ive; yet not we, but Chriſt Irveth in «a, Gal, 
2, 2d, O take heed how you adventure away ou 
your own feet, Wherefore let him that think 
eth* he ftandeth, take heed left be fall, x Cot, 
10,1:, Miny. nay, moſt of choſe-thac fal, 
never riſe-more, butiarc of chem who draw back 
- #ut'e perdition. "Tis true, A Peter may fall 
2 Noah, a Lot; 4'David, a Solonsen may fall 


. 
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ns Div way iy foares2nd* fumbling Ws. 
and ger'them down ; Bar, th 
he all, by ſhall not be utterly caft dow, for 
the Lord 'npti>lderh him with bic hand, Pat. 
37, 241 Though he fall, yet he ſhall riſe 294in; 
and obſerve; though he riſe, yer not by his own 
pewer, for the Lord upholdeth him with bus hand. 
O rake-heed then ? if you fall,there you muſt1ye, 
ba- WF nay,there you muſt dye; nnleſsthar Grace which 
fal. Wl you haye abuſed help you up + thou mayſt riſe, 
rom Bf but thy lofles will almoft undo thee. Peter gor 
Scal iN up again; with good help, bur he wept bitterly 
ver fl for ir. Gods choiſeft children have fallen, bur 
; (be Fit coſt them dear to riſe, yet *twas well they 
. I: Fdid riſe; nay, and ic may be well that it coft 
tins i them fo dear. O, ler-theſe be your warnings ! 
the Ml even thoſe thooſands that fumble at, and fall, 
nth Mand break their necks oyer the Croſs 5 which 
_ theFW they ſhould,” and might haye taken up, and 
were carcied on, both with eaſe and honour; 'and 
left, WW choſe hundreds that thus fall, and break their 
hath peace; Now all theſe things hapned unto then 
ower for enſamples : and are written for our admont- 
1,5. tov, wpon whom the ends of the world are 
. WS come, x (or. 10, 11. O take warning by 
Gal. others, that others oay not hereafter take warn- 
2y 01 ins by-you } 
bintll 4. Let me ask thee, 14 there not enough n 
Hell to ſoure all thy preſent coniforts > and 
enough in Heaven to P 6s ten all thy preſent 
eroſiex > Tell me, Chriftian , if chou' art nor 
alhanid to'rell, What # it thou art at a ſtand 
abour, whether thou mayeſt go forward'or _ 
ward? 


; fall 
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God wade th jon no way to:eſcape-withit, 
unleſs thou rake one- of the Devils blind wiyes 
ro eſcape from it 2. What D1ons. arencheſe, that 
ic ſhould. ſeem impoſſible: to paſs: them ?- Arc 
the pleaſanc looks of the World ſe fair, ſo 2. 
viſhing, ſo real, ſo beatifying, that. the eternal 
frowns-.of the Almighty God can'r daunt nor 
change them 2. Haſt: thou gotten a heaven on 
this fide Heaven, and entail'd it onthe: other 
World too } Haſt thou procured an A of Re. 
peal.o0n all thoſe Scripuures, and unalcerable 
Sratytes of Heaven, which haye provided the 
Contrary 2 As» Job 3-217, Eccleſ. $. 15, 
17:i.6,7, Pſal. 49. 17. &c. On! how ſoon 
will all, theſe, Dreams and Apparitions vaniſh, 
when once the dawning of Eternity is broken 
vpon-thee.! When once that light ſhall- appear, 
every thing will look like ir ſelf; 5 Sin will then 
be Sin, .and Heaven will -be Heaven ; this eld 
Hag, the World, ſhall then be aript of her 
Harlots Pail, and (hall deceive'no more : -Hil 
wil be Hell indeed, and. Chriſt will then be 
Chriſt, When thine eyes. be once open'd, thou 
wilt ſee that thou art »aked, And is there not 
cnqugh in Heaven to make thee amends at laſt? 
Will not the End defray the .charge of the 
Means > Canſt thou; think it will never qui: 
caſtito be a Chriſtian in all places and in all 
caſes? If Heaven be not worth this, I would 
never perſwade thee to adventure-for 3ts Alas 
Chriſtian ! were thy heart as 'big-as thy head, 
digft thou br believe thy ann Gralaleny | 
thelefiF--- 
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theſe 1/1 arid Avd's would be taid afide ; "thou 
wauld Rand” no longer 'a chooling*; © the 
DOneftion would be no more a Queſtion with 
thee, What the World hath, and what-the 
World can do, we know ; we know the urmoſt 
of itz we can ſee both ends of it at once, and 
wrap up all it's arrows in one Syllable,” Death; 
which, at worſt, is but #n Anticipation of Na- 
cure. Alas, alas! I amalmoſt athanm'd rodiſ- 
parage that infinite Glory aboye, by ſo vile, 
and diſproportionable a Compariſon ; Well 
mighe the Apoſtle reckow, That the ſufferings 
of this preſent time, are not worthy to be com- 
nared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in 
#1, Rom. 8.8. Whar this glory 1s, I cannor 
yer tell you 5 He that had ſeen farther chan ever 
[ yer ſaw, knew not how to expreſs his rayiſh- ,,,, 
ing fight, and unfpeakable works z neither ſhall! , 7 F if 
I here begin co tell you that little that I might, * ©. : 
onely I ſay it is Heaven, And, 2s itis written, 12+ 4, 
e hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither. have 
ntred into the heart of man, the things which 
od hath prepared for them that love him, 
x Cor, 2. 9, And now, if thou art reſolyed ro 
and faſt in the Lord, if thou wilt own thy 
rofeſſed Choice, unto the death ; take with 
bee this three-fold Cord, and gird up the 
oyns of thy mind with it; bind it upon 
hy heart, and lec it be thy Cable in the 
{Wcorm, | 
I, Take heed of owver-prizing the World. 
Aate it not, higher chan thou art ſure ro make 
n'c, If God be come to deal with thee for Y 
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wake hip his firſt 0 cout. 
” ry ak out-fic..chy Market ; convince thy elf 
of the. rcal yalue of ir, And,.in (order 
conſider i it, 1. {un ts ſelf. 2. Is the Price 
effer'dfor it, tn rs ſelf , Wherein. is it tobe 
eſteemed farcher tham.the bare uſe of it? and 
as for the uſe of it, this. concerns the; Body only 
dixe&ly, the 'Soul \indire&ly; neceflary ic is, 
astothy natural Being, bur not. as to thy furure 
happineſs ; an old \.deeaying Poſt, that may 
ftand a while ; and for no higher. uſe than to 
prop up thy working-bouſe, 1 I had-almol& ſaid 
thy Priſon-houſe ; nayy it (ics as a Nail in the 
door, to keep thee our of thy Dwelhng-ho:ſe, 
Lo1 this is. the Palladium, the Pearl of ſuch 
greac worth'1 Conſider ic again, 7» the priceiff 
offered for it, Matth, 19. 29. And every ont 
that hatn for{aken bonſes, or brethren, or [ifer;, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my names ſake, ſhall recerve an han. 


dred fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting lift, 


Here's a Trade for wiſe Merchangs, - chac are 


complaining they know not wherein to deal te 
get a penny ; here's an Ex(wring Office, tha 
thall ſecure thee an hundred pounds for tht 
adventure of one. Witch whom canft thou de: 
elſc in. all the woxld, at ſuch an /adyantage 
And if this be nor enongh, there .is" thy Li 
ſercled on an Everlaſting inheritance, Nay 
believe ir, Brethren, Chriſt makes the leaſt on? 

Give me bur. thy ſelf, fayes God, and Þ will gin 

thee my ſelf s give me all chou haſt, and 1 wi 


elyc thee all I have; let me command chee neQJe 
thin! 


ine;/( which yer. is bug. my own, and my pros 
per right, and ever under my abſolute diſpoſe) 
and thou ſhalt commend . both, me. and maine ; Ifa, 45.12: 
et. me have: this Earth at,my uſe, and: thou 
nalr have both icand Heayen too,at thy uſe ant 
ervice:for ever. On this account. it Was, that 
St, Panl cryes out, Phil. 3.8. Yea, denbile(s, 
{1 count all things but leſs, for the: excel- 
ency of the kuowledg of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: 
for whom 1 have ſuffered the leſs of all things, 
nd do count them but dung, that 1 41,9118 
brit. O my brethren ! are you like co leſe by 
1a bargain ? O, whence is it then that every 
hop is full bur God's > that. every other trade 
$ ambitiouſly ſued; or patiently ſeryed for, 
and this only goes a begging ? None but the 
orlds fools  haye wit enough to adyenture 
his way. | 
Ay, but your worldly hearts would ſay, might O96. 
hey but ſpeak out 3- We may look long enough 
gr this: A little in hand is better than a greac 
M1 more at ſuch a diſtance. | 
This I hall anſwer briefly, but as fully as A»ſ*- 
can, | 
1: Though it be future, yet it is ſure. Thou 
the word of a God for it, who is truth it ſelf, 
Wnd cannet lic, Nay, thou: haſt his Hard and 
eal for it; his Word, his Covenant, and all 
e Promiſes and Priviledges of them ratified 
nd ſealed with his own Seal of Divine Inſpi- 
t10# and - Inſtitution, and that in the blood 
pf the Lamb , i» Thom all the promiſes aro 
ae ourer 


ns 
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haſt not yet in'thy hand, is certairily forth? 

| : | | . 
Fa oy art ſure to have 'it into hand « 
the haftrext med owt, ' It is not” for the cre. 
dit of a Father co 1&t his children go naked and 
famiſhe» unleſs 'ir-be' 1n order to fome greater 
good ; 'though-I might interpoſe, by the way, 
thar* "God ſeldome” or 'never urns our any 
ftark naked. Nemo tam panper vivir quan na- 
rwefl.” The Covenant of Grace hath provided 

. as well for this life, as for the life to come, 1 
have been young, and now am old, yet have 1 wat 
ftes the righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging 
bread, Pal, 397. 23. He hath given meat Ws 
them that fear him, he will ever be mindful of 
his Covenant, Plal. 111: F. i 

Bnt we ofren fee the deareſt of Gods chi's 
dren in lack, and that not only of Conve-i 
niencies, but eyen of neceſlaries ; *cis a com- 
mon Caſe, / | 
Let God be true , and every man a ta, 

Men are not held to be competent Judge 
their own caſe, Thy Param, may be Sarss in 
God's Tranſlation. Though they be ſametims 
withont conveniencies, yet *cis :mproper, 1 had 
almoſt ſaid, falſe, ro ſay they want thern, fot 
there is no want to them that fear him, Pſa, 
34. 9. This Sctiprure is the word of God, an 
therefore true, If there be any want, *tis front 
within, not from above; miſtake not, Chriſti 
an, *cis rhe Ship moves, not the Shoar, I hop! 
you confeſs that that is not neceflary that Gol 
doth not ſee neceſſafy « Well then, 'can' jt py ou 


es Fore plainlyafſerced; and faith: 
id ly enſare the contrarys 3 4am Yann bit 
er : Nay. tet inc add. 7 bes bandrel-fotd en> 
y, re cbs rhaft, already; and. that--nos -only- 
ny {Win-che promiſe and-title; but in the poſſeſſions 
14- #y + rf 24 po 3" ah Ge 
My © TOrewC1 | eXt 2: eridy,.1 
. 1 Wento kde Here's the Oath, there is no As. 
w left honiſe, or brethrey, or /ftorry or father, 
| uf - worber;or wie, oo. choldren; or lands 
to 5A 44dithe-Goſpels,- but be ſhall receive as 
; edefolds now in. this time, houſts, and 3 
jereyehe.. ith perſecations;. that" is, He that 
hi'. {Whalcleawe Landsy: of Relations, &#c;for-my* 
1ve- key ſhall find as .goodiagdin. anactiex: wheres. 
*OMs» —_— (hall. de - 'tor htm! as ' Father 'and Mow 
her, ;&:4. 14s» tendery/as carefyl; as friendly, 2 
T9 ws »Relations be- left... Their qo gy be 
JG Bichotſes;:and- their lands . his\ lands, -. Theſe 
; inÞe*1 youraperſecutioneFathers, and: your wore 
i mo {tio Brerhren, the Relations begottencin,and' 
[ had -yeurrhonds, the lands and houfes purchaſed 
| -yque=payerty and iwant's - as'Grod dealt withy 
Pſ2l, fepbs Gen. b9 4. Aud: Joſeph found grace 
jg bs.\ Here Joſeph found the Father and 
front _ which he had loſt ;. Thus in the ſame 
rigid ;. and:yet if this be nor enough, or if ir be 
hot talway:inade up- this way, yer 'be {ure-is 
- Gol all inzhatbercer part. if thou be toc paid int 
 polief wets.thou ſhalt :in:Gold, Godlineſs with 


H con 


TE Voice ebe Bid. 


contentment, Godlinefſs: if all its Conſequence 
or  Appurtetiances; i Perfecutivns with congen. iff! 
ment is-grear gain, Thac'fsredethar never-ſo-litt 
that is rightrom mean hinb, is better: thant 
riches of many wicked; Plal,37; 16.- Better 4 
dient?:of herbs, tb bere love is, thaw a felled OWE, 
hatred 'therewirch, Drov. x5: 17 -Lnighe-frfihe 
fortli'ehe vaſtneſs of the eyer-phis of this ndyanWec 
tg; both- in reſp«&-of the” Nature), andth 
Wives of \ it y bur'-T' muſt. nor Digreſs ol 


A Efear th d 4 urance ods 04- 
ty thee. Folitdea a2 — i ong, oife | 
co-(uftes much; for-One;' of Whole ſprejal love yalſſhr. 
aft horwelly and convintinglyper{waded;- Heriou: 
m:[axds che ſupertarive\Exctitehcy. md. commenter 
datorvf rhe love of Chrify' chat be.dyed ( 
Eremnres; Romy, 8. Bin owill behind! for yuh & 
toIiicof this Cup,; 1:21 nor of their\mind; wiſh. 
awn,n-fuck thing 2s the Dori of Affuranalſhoy 
but World cor God's Srantdard, and; rediite it uh: hy 
wAncbiift's Peck, Neither am1: vf their Poghoyi 
 ſwiften; who make Aﬀdurince the Gene of JollWllib 
fying ÞFanh '; ' Thefe are the Scyttu and Charith: 
dz, .which have: iſlam ther chouſands, nay,/the 

ten thouſands, Nor :{halt-I digrefs'fo farr, as 
inhfron the confuracioh of gicher 4 onely thiMled; 
ſy, Gre diligence to mah yonr Calling and tl 
thonſare ; 25 the Apoſtle exhores, '2-Per, 1+ 

For if ye dotheſethings, ye ſhall never fall, 

your Calling and Elettion, Gam,” fir 'and 

ble. 'Not, Gbjeftine; For,the Foundation of 
Randcth ture, 2 Tim, 2, 19, Eleftion'is Eltd 


,and Ceiling is Calling, whether we: know. it 
213093 Adicher 1$'ir founded an. epere previſe, or 
ts." ButrSubjettiv?, That ye way, beliewe, and 
ſure y Unavajeir, 25 Se, John (pcaks, Foh, 6,63, 
t ye:may certainly know, and fully ceftifie your 
ailing and Elettion, And that this is the truch 
f this Scriprure 5 Obſerve, fiſt; his Lnverſion x 
1 Eleftian and Calling, in their natural Ocs 
; bur Calling and Elefiiony 4. d. Makervic + 
ence of your- E leon by your Calling 3 and 
wn give-dligencero make irſure, ar) dara { fro 
lpwnreninigwias Steph. Diver, le, ; for if y8 
theſe things, ( betoxe adviſed and enjoyned, 
« $465 7:1 you ſpall never fall ; not onty;from 
our Elected and Juſtifred Eftate,butnor from-any 
wortionable and comfortable ſenſe of it, t Keep 
Cloxnds of fin from-jpterpofing ; keep the laws 
Regianecleary and: the Sun. (ball caſt. thy ſhade 
theway:whereinrs chon, art walking. As cyer 
andWop hopeſi-to 60d that Cordjal at the Boxtg,and 
hold ione-wvich- Cburage. and: Parignce, cill, che 
pyls (hall icome 19% be divided; get ſome. ins 
libleEyidences ,.- that! thy .Caprain's hears is 
thitee Alas: Chriſtiangghowart:littleawarey 
W what uſe; Love will be-jn hard ſervice, Now 
off loyeſt;; bur. [eonfilereft - noc whar-} ſtanding 
ledges and Reciproeations thy love hath goccen 
amabove ;.:onely they! haſt thy eaſe, thy health, 
Wy fiberty : God hath made a hedge about chee, 
d-thou art not ſerving hins far nought 5-chou 
ſt thy Priviledges; and Spiritual Advantages in - 
mvmea with. ethers 3 the ſame Sun that is (hining 
the wicked, yo" thee r004 ' Theſe, are 
y ts 


rs rhit ſothe tokens of Patherly Love and'care; 
. the acconfit of Covenant- Ititereſt and Relation; 
y, biit when'chy Goſhen is "become, a wilderneſ, 
an@ rheſe tokens ceaſe; whar infalhible-Evidena 
haſt "chor'then, on” which: thou canſt boldly c 
, thy + Vpurigeg oe Hopes and all 1 If ew 
you faſt; bs liketo be under your bardeny- or ove 
formt* "RoZt' if offence 2 and now thar- your « 
© $tafſ"is broken,  what- Have you 'to-rruſt [to ? ( 
keep in" with - God';- give- diligence to meh 
your Calling” and Ele&tion (ſure , 'dad\ (0, 1 
fDall 5dt, not-at any time fall, © an «mori; 
« 7; (Examize, and yrove the ſtrer gry of thyGr 
#5, \R&-theu - nothing” to'tty thy Faith"and | 
Hee Wwih*# no: ſmaller Burdens to-begin! witt 
io broken Papers co t1y thy Pen! upon 20Fam 
ferer, tn Pitulum tulir.” Takt on thy" whole 
OAT, \md prove it; thot''art- (ca led-:rorfighth 
thyllife; chis'is it'muſt defend thee, 'or-thon't 
dye: forts Thine Armawr is invulficrable, 
thou 'k36wet how ro uſe!it;" Youbg Souldiers; t 
 hivetonly thee Theoid of! Arms; owill find che 
ſelves” tni{etebly* ro ſeek 5: when -chey—come 
PiaRice/'*!'Hefbrhow' no Perſonal /rronbles, 
Family:Crofſes,' no Scoms'morCoatemprzzint 
that” Wrone thee, or 'Speak/Bvil of theey no Pa 
no Diſeaſe, 'tio- Fear” art*thou "in; #0 groxb{t 
other men 3 (If thou haſt'no burden; confid 
of ty-own ;” haſt town 'affiſting work" offe 
Are thete#6he'df chy*pdpr brethren overladen 
thee, -who't burden thoi/art commanded whe 
Gal. 6.2. Try now'what tby'' Faichand: 
ence, thy Humility /and Self.deniaf z'thy 


. The Vojceof the Rod. 
and Charity will do,-in theſe: common and leſſer 
caſgs. Ie may be thou art hoping” co; told out 
well enough at laſt, and in greateyTrials to ſtand - 
thy -gronnd with the” beſt. - © confider.! how 
ſadly thou wilt befool thy ſelf > Firſt, Herhar will 
not ferve in his own File, whereunts he'is called, 
ay-look to be disbanded, and ca{t-our of the 
Service for ever, like one of Gideon's ſupernume- 
ry Cowards ;z and what thew? He that is not 
th mt, is againſt me, Secondly , It argues thy 
xercenary hopes, as well as thy {laviſh fear; and 
hat thou doſt at laſt ( ſhould*t rhou make-good 
hy glorying) would appear to-procced from po 
Ye or Loyalty to thy Captain or:to thy Cauſe ; 
ut a ſervile, and baſe fear, of lcfing the glory, or 
dvantage of the Victory : and how little art thou 
«eto be thankt for ſuch ſervice > Laſtly, It ſeems 
ry irrational, nay, . ſomewhat impoſſible, to 
ring thy boaſting to paſs, For, 1f thoz haſt run 
ith the Footmen, and they have wearid thee,® 
bea how canſt thou conteud with horſes? Jer. 
2.5, How canſt thou think to bear blows, thac 
t not able to ſtind under a frown ? Is the grea:= 
more tolerable than the leſs ? Surc, if 2 nunor: 
maj b: true arguing, thou wilt- be deceived. 
hou art commanded to lay aide every. werght 
that hinders thee ) and run with Patience, Heb, 
2,1, and doſt thou think to tugg ic along, cill 
y back break under ir, and the Prize bewan ? 
ſhac will running avail thee when che Race 
over ? Once behind hand, and ever behind 
nd. When thy Veflel is full, and -begins to 
E 3 fink, 


Gik, then/rwill be time £0 (huffle thy- utdoing 
warts oyer-board. | [-: 44 

Doft. 2, That the eAffiitions wherewith God Exerci, 
ſeth his Peaple, are but Rods, 

1 have gone beyond my. purpoſe on the fuſ 
Dofttrine , therefore thall Fe rhe wore ſuccin& 
hae; where 1 bave-buc theſe thiee things to 
do: 1, I ſhall thew you that they are Rodz 
and. but Rods, 2, What Rods they are, 3, Ap 

y it, 

P T hat they are Rods, and but Rods, appears ; 

1, Becanſe they are ſo called in Scriptwn 
Pſal..89. 32. Then will I vifit their tranſgri 
fron with the rod, and their imquity with ftrij 
and Pſa. 125. 3- The rod of the wick 
ſhall not reſt on the lat of the righteou 
and Iſa. ro.'5, O Aſſyrian | the Red of mi 
Anger, &c. 

2, God wſcth them to no other end about | 

* people, bot as Rods, Solomon tells us what 
end and uſe of the Rod is, Prev. 22, 15, Fools 
eſs is bound in the heart of @ child, bat ther 
of correction ſhall drrve it from him, This is 
yery deſign of the Rod in Queſti-n, Zz0n 
be plowed like a field---Jer. 26, 18, You kn 
what Plowing means, though ic be to lay the fi 
fallow a while, yet it is in order to a Crop, 
Plow is 2n Inſtrument of Husbandry ; where 
ſee God?s Plow, we may conclude he intends 0 
che Seed and the Haryeſt in their Seaſon, I-ki 
there isa valt odds berween Sripgris and a 
amending and avenging ; Curing and curſinge 


"£4 Pa50h of the Rod, 
ls 3; ene of Gels ends in them, 
emſelves, they may be, 
| 7A Fries rods.” No chitown for the preſe ent, 
or in" irs. {@1f, '{eemerb joyone, but grievoms. Af. 
AiRion is' the burden and* diſtreis' of Nature, 
Every "Croſs hath its '#ails with it, according to 
its kind,and degree : yer God hath ſome greater 
and durppi than others, that will not only 
ſciatch the'skin, bur tear the fleſh, and break the 
_ All his rods are not of a fize ; that he 
may proportion himſelf co the Rrength of the 
fendent, and the height of the Offence. God 
may ex” a Bramble over thee, and hedge ther 
about with Thorns, Wonder not, Chitin, i 


the Rod ſmart, chat is dipt in the Guilt of fin, 


and Divine d if pleaſure, 
2, Long Rods, Such' as may reach over all thy 


comforcs, all thy hopes, all chy contentments 
Such was "Fob" s caſe, cfouble on every hand, with 
in door and without, God may lay thee out in 
ſuch a ſtorm, as ſhall ſwill, thee from head to 
foor, and leave thee never a dry thread ; nay, 
he may wrap up thy ſpiricual peace in che fant 
plighc too, and make thee cry out wich David, 
All thy waves and thy billows are gone over mt, 
Pſal. 42.7. The Cloud may ovcr(pread thy 
whole Horizon, in all che parts and dimenſion 
of it, Sometimes God cuts his Rod ſo lon? 
__ it ſhall reach from thy Cradle to thy Grave 
» he hath a rod chat is as long as Eten: 
4t it fa; which is the rod he hath laid up fork 
Enemies, 
| 3. Strong rods, © Such 2$ thou canſt neithe 
ſtant 


th 


by il 


The voice of thi Rad. | 
mad: vgaindh, Hor Rand under ; thar will inak* 
ee yied' and ftoop to them; Heavintſe in the 
leart of man'waketh it foop, Pro, 12:25,” God 
may bring/ſuch an eyitupon ther, and lay his Siege 
ſo cloſe at thee, that thou ſhalt not be able to x(cap ; 
$ he threatned Ferem, 11. 11, The wedkueſ o 
Ged is tronge? than mes, x Cor, x, 25, Whocan 
ontend wich the Almighty; or quench the flames 
ff Conſunng fire ? He is wiſe in heart, and migh- 
in ftrength; Who hath hardned himſelf againſt 
21m, and hath- proſpered? Job'9g. 4, God will 
draw his' arrow ſo deep, that it (hall 'be ſure to 
ch home, and trike its mark : though ten thot- 
ands ſtand in his way ; 'theugh Earth 'and Hell 
onſpite with their utmcſt skill and power, yet 
here's no reſiſting of his abſolute will and pur= 
doſe 3, nor turning him from his deſigned end or 
neans, - Both his work and his way are irreliſtable, 
2,With relation to oxy fins; they are, 

I. Short rods. Sin is of an infinite extent: had 
ot God ſet its bounds, it would run parallel with 
ernity, Nay, in ſome reſpeR, ir is actually as 
ndleſs as eternity it ſelf, For, though there be no 
nning in Hell, as fin hath reference to the Law, 

being Gods Goal, and therefore exempt from 

e Law: And Sin 1s not imputed where there ts Rom-$-13, 
o Law, But, as fin is the deprayed habit of | 
e mind, and the &pia of the whole Soul, 

accumulates in that eſtate of eternal ſeparation 
om God,-and riſes to its higheſt Zemith ; ſo 
at thoſe that were bad before, are now un» 
onceivably worle, Let him that 1s flthy, be 
thy tit, The Covetous never ſo greedy , as 
ow; The unclean never burn'd,as now ; The en- 
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w:: and yet 
by FE aparenh's a ww lible nya 
an ft, W 


doubcleſs ,is. no ſmall pan 
Þ con, I. ſhould ſpeak more fully 
bur thar it is plainly out of m v Jarge That 
ber bk at, is, to meaſure .the Rod with Sin, 
the Sifeand Progenitor of it;andwe find.chat the 
Giaut bath begotten a Dwarf. , Sin hath ſciz 
on.cycry. faculty, and lies in every JoyAc 2. but the 
- Rod.hiis but in one, or ſome few parts at once, 
The yoke lies bur on the neck, The Diſeaſe i 
uwuverſal, yer the Vein is open'd bur. is pant, 
Nay, Sin is 2 complicated evil, 2 Banulle of diffe 
rent Specres ; ſome, in the ſceds onely ; other, 
both in che root and branch, Bur.the Rod is won 
rocome fingle : God doth nor heap up miſery,z 
we heap up iniquity ; He paniſheth,in this world 
ſeven Himes, nay, ſeven chouiand cimes leſs tha 
Our gmiquities do def erVe, 

2. Light Rods, Our light affliftion whichi 
but for a moment,&c, 2 Cor, 4.17, God may ly 
wore, upon thee, than thou art willing to beat 
but nat more than thou art enabled ro bear. Mo 
than thou beareſt with Patience : but not mor 
than Patience would bear, Thou haſt no reaſa 
to {htink from, or fink under thy burden, ti 
God lay on the burden of thy fin , either in th 
Gault, orin the full demerit of it, This indet 
15a weight, which gang bur he that was God 4 
. well as. Man could ever bear, Nay, ſee how ! 
ſrerchr the yery Cords of his Soul, as it wet 
.4o ſtand up under. it., Hear, hew God himlt 
complains of it , Amos 2.13, Behold; 1 amp! 
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ve wohee of the Red, 
ed under -yor; 5 4 Cart 3 prefſed that is. full 
, eaves, Q my bretheen 7 never! | coma 
plain that--God: bath laid on , you his /1tt/e- 
fuger, when. be might have cruſhc you with his 
Loyis. 1: |: | Ye BOK © 2:47 
_ In. rafpeft of Gad:s ends. in them.;. they 


30 Teaching Rods, T be rad and. reproof give 
Wiſdom, Prov, 29-15. The 0d is Gods pen 
wherewith he writes his Law, and our duty, on 
the fleſhy Tables of our hearts, 1t 25 good for me 
that I have been af flicted, that mig t learn thy 
fatwter, Plal.i19.71. it s goods the Affliction 
1s over, but.che Good remain?. The good that 
is in other things, dyes with them; Health, 
Wealth, Peace, Friends, and all thoſe things rhac 
contribuce to che ſweetneſs of a natural lite, are 
ooo0d but while they are enjoyed, unleſs that - 
good be ſanRified by a faichful and ſucceſsful 
mproyement of thei to their ſpiritual uſes and 
ends, There are thouſands in Hell, that are cur- 
fing the day that eyer they wete born to ſuch E- 
ſtates, and arriv'd to ſuch Honours, and liv'd at 
ſuch Eaſe : theſe things were once taken'to be 
000d,” nay, the only good 3 but now that the 
ocher fade” is turn'd up, and upon deliberate re- ' 
view, they are not like the things they were. 
Thus the Devil cheats poor Souls, with a fair 
Image on the one fide, but plain Braſs on the 
other.” But it # goed for me that I have been af- 
flicteds The (refs lay uppermoſt, bur the;Crown 
was und; ; and trve Goid on. both fides; Gol 
den afflitions, and Golden glory, That 1 mighs 


lrarn 


ee theR9. 
| Toers thy Statues, Theſe are Myſteries that the 
 Wotlds-Diſciphes ute ignorant of: Indeed, they 
Pretend co great Matters, great'Eearning, and 
hich Parcs, men of vaſt Reading, and piercing 
Wits ; and yet they dye Fools at laſt, and their 
Witrs-pierce themſelves. "Bur, Bleſſed 15 the man 
whom thou chaſteneFt, O Lord, and teacheFt hin 
'out of thy Law; Pal, 94.'12. + | 
' 2, Effabliſhing rods, Before I was afflicted, I 
went aſtriy ; biit now have I kept thy word, Pal, 
T19.67, The ſhaking of the tree ſtrengthens the 
Toot, When Tliv'd at eaſe; and every thing was, 
as, I-rhought,[ would have-it: when fel no pain, 
and ſawino trouble: 'I was wandring and gad- 
_ <din$ afretevery temptations my foot was in every 
ſnarepandone ſwellowed-B att engaged mefor an- 
other, I was beating up and down the ſtreets like 
2 truant child;that had no Guardian nor 'Gover. 
nor, but his own :1/, But now, fince thou haſt 
ferchrt me in with thy whip ; fince thou haft been 
"dealing with me by ſuch or ſuch an afflition or 
- croſs: fince-I have ſmarted under thy rod,the caſe 
hart been happily altered with me: 7 have kept thy 
word, © Chriſtian ! thou canſt not think how 
.- -much thou art indebted unto God for his' Rod. 

--* 3, Comforting Rods, This is 'a Myſtery to 
'the' poor blind World, What ! AMiCtion the 
way to Comfort ? Trouble the way to Peace? 
Liberty the fruit of Baniſhment 2 ſeat out 
of 'the' Eater, and Sweetneſs out of the Strong? 
"This is'a Riddle, how can theſe things be * Alas, 
"they are people of another Climate,that can*liwr 


| by ſuch herbs ; no, nor yet by Faith, What can 
tha COM 


- 


| The voice of the Rod. 
comfort rfiemzwhen the heary of their comfort is 
broken What, '.or: who: cart bleſs chemz-when 
their Godsare' ſpoiled >: Ye, have taken aminy.my 
Gods,and what have 7 more>Judg.18.24;1f cheſe 
fail, they areundnne; 'This isrheir 4{a1nchance; 
4n Wl their Porrzon, their M1, bn andby thisElemenc - 
in. WW chey live. *T'is craeghey have ſomeotherthings to 
diſcourſe of-now and-chen, but *tis' that rhey can'c 

1, i live on." her they. ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and 
ſal, i Jobn,-<-they marvelled; Ae 4:13: Tis'a won 
the MW der ro them ro+ſee the  Byfhrin a flame, ;and-yet 
yas, WY not burn: torſee men inthe fare;and yet noticons 
in, MW ſumed: among Lions,and:yer not devoured, But, 
id. i fayes DavidgT by rod; andthy ftaffy they camfart 
ery Wl me; Pſal. 23:4. No Camfortslike to AﬀiiQtions 
an- {W comforts : This-1s the:Sword of Gatiah the” P1863 1 Sam 1.9; 
like i /if190, wrapr. in a cloth behind the Ephad there 
rer- WY #5 none bike it; The higheſt wages are referyed:for 
"alt WW the hardett ſervice. For a«the ſufferings of \Chroft 
cen If} abound 1n #s, ſo oun conſolation alſo deonieekty 
1 or Ml Chriſt, z Cor. 1. 5. The#effel never rides: biect 
caſe © zer- chan 'om Sprepg-tide?p when thewaters are 
thy WY ÞighcR;:.O how-fmcer are: Proſor-Cordialst hom. 
how I pleaſanc are his looks, when darted rchrough thy 
. blackeft Cloud»! Oh-what lightis there inthe fla- 
y to ming furnace, when God:'is chert too! What 
\ the MY ſwells therein his Diſfbriling-houſe 3 howfweet 
ace? Ware the Roſeswhen the fire is under / But I carnat 
- out Fltay bere 5: -muſt haſten, nr fze:l; 
"4, Feeding Rods, Gods. children never [begin 

to prayegtill chey fall on Pulſe and Water: #erd 
thy proplemth thy rod, Mich, 9.14. Andinthis 

enſe.we mapy'call ir, the Bread of adverſety,' .and 
theater of affliction, Iſa. 32, 20, which _ 
abſo- 
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The weitnaf the Rod 


_ abſokicely neceffary.( though nor per fe; but 

acridexr, and as the caſe ftands.), 45h. Sie 
mal: life. andgromb, 2s: bread; and-witer are ro 
our natum}, i Alas, Chriſtian: 4\Thou: can(t vor 


Lve-withour ſufferings. Yowlay,"Tir:pity chat fait 
weather ſhould evenrhart."\ But it's certain, a con- 
eincal: Symmer: would wither they. branch and 
roos.3 the; Wimmer muſt;fucceed in-its/ courſe, | or 
thoumaſt dye.\»+ This neceſſity proceeds notfrom 
ehanſrebieiBineſrcf Gods" Sovereign: difpole, but 
froni thy, own temper #d-conſtitutien, God i; 
not-like thole: Phyſicians thac covet :to incich 
themſetver-by cheir Cuſtomers and. will phyfick 
themrighr: orf wrongs: that the may-/ive u 
50 warns cheir-poor: Patients dje under * 409 
Ohz* ths ved for is, har 2we have/to do with a 
' God, Hatleoviethento.chaſtſe us rw Frud gment, 
wn. pwmenſ are,” and+ will corre&t the” poyſonous 
Ingredient of the Furyand Exvy: of unrcaſora- 
ble men v4thar \will+ -pare. his rod, leſt tt fhould 
fall coo- beavy4 \ox*too.' many. wayes At, Once, 
Smrely;-the: wrath of.:man:: ſhall praiſe thee, 
the rOnmuder df :vhr#th ſhalt: thow _— Plal, 
76. | (No IE 
-F, Jngrevingrod.- Every hoanch i ihe that 
beareth wot ' fruaxe, * he taketh aways and ev) 
branch hit: beareth frived, be purgeth it; that if 
muy tiring forrh. more frat, | Joti.15y 2, God 
doth not onely lopp off-the dry -boughs , bat 
py P'the greeni;: and this .is the-way:to rake 
frurfot rree * more fail, That: treg-onely 5 


In. good'"Gaſez that ,is full of. Fruity: Jer. 'che-us 
py «þe whip _ Afﬀlition- # the Wis 


ing 


_— — — —— 


- = ME may RM 


0 Lo 
— 
= —_— 


4 


»T be voice of the: Rod. | 
tring of Gods Garden ; though tbe'drops.aay fall 
ſo, heavy: and thicks ka. -m8y beax all flac 
to the gtaundz as if.it. ſhould never riſecmor,; 
or I yer it quickly: recovers, 2nd with the freſher '$.- 
is WH gour and brauty,. - What an- odaut 'dorh there 
n- W-rcſulefrom every odoriferovs herb, in its: ndrute 
»d WW and kind, after a ſoaking ſhower ?-Eyery Grate 
or MW thrives under a fanRifiet Rod, Humility never gs oy 
zm {-lookt like: irs ſelf zill now, / Heavenly-mindadeels Jeys, 
but {W-had never ſuch-a face, as now, that it is watht/in Saeed) 
3 I irs own tears, fromthe. filth: and polluting ſcan © dentur, 
ich of this Earth,; [Faith was never ſo ative and >: 
ack Wl clear-fighted : Patience neyer ſo trong-at+the 
pon Ancles » Charity was never.10 -heart=whole as 
em, {Mnow, that: God hath» diered, them with his 20g. 
h a {MW The Judgmenc never fo ſerrled; The Will-hever 
ent; ſo deliberacely refoly'd's The Conſcienceineyer 
ſo render” and: vlear 37 ' The Aﬀettions ritver 
in {ach"w> poſtare and; temper 3\''Fhe Templedf 
the) heatc never: ſo kep: as) now, that God hath 
__ ſcoierge' of ſmail cords, and driver» our 
it choſe MBs; char held  cheir Somy Toh, 12s 
TRere, w lt. 
Hitherro for che Dectinal + Ler me _ 

fly it db, *for / F 

1 roforwyawien..- 

 Exboytarron, 

\ »Odaſolation, 
' A word vo. tach of theſe, lp ſoI proceed, . 
-Frhisbe-fo,'Then che wicked are ſadly decel- fe x, 
FE and that, - 
1. In-themſelves. Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, 
nuke: doth” bis” heart think ſo-ne For he ſaith, 
Are 


5  .\Tirtovicrif che Rod, 
| jy x gs 75 eo Kings? 'I(a::10, 


©7584 oxy \FOug ues we will: prevail, Qur 
: lipsart\ver-own, who ts Lord over ms + Pſal,12.4, 
- Alasy'Siriner:! this is. thy days and4:irt is but a 
day, 'Miſtake' norg!thou att bur a: Rad, though 
2it: bach: pleaſed the Farher-to ſer thee-on high in 
*_,v., "His Houſty fot "the rerrour of his-children ;; thy 
x1 5, uſes nd longer than while the child-is wnderiagy, 
. pline:ſhall ceaſe forever g' and therwal} thine at. 
row. ſhall.retorron'thine own (head)! tipt with 
that vengeance that thy: Pradeiand: Craels.y hat 
deſerved; : wr 9rr 9429 7. bayforiag 
" 2. '1»-the people:of God, They are not the 
ons thou takelt, land'. accuſeſt-them:for 2; th 
Poots)| the *Hhpecritrr;] the Trowblers of -1ſrad 
:T-he World k nowderh ws not-»+ Now ver1aro the { 
of Godg' and it doth wiot yet appear twhatime ſhal 
be:; bus we know that whin he ſhalk appear, 
iſball be like him; 1:Joh, 3. 1,12 Qh Sinners 
what will ye ſay, wheri ye (hall ſee-ahoſe 5 whot 
', . nowye hate:and perſccute, and.bravid with þ 
ifie and ſedicion, coming in the Clouds, a 
ary the Glory and; Power. of cheit; Father,+to. pil 
Sentence and Judgment upon yout? "De: ye 
know, that the Saints ſhall.zudgethe. World 
x Cor, 6. 2, Go on then, arraign4:.condemt 
execute ; But know thou, that for all theſe thin 
God will bring thre «nto Judgment, Eech\. 11.4 
For 4 good work , ſay:they, we ſtone ther uot ; 
for Blaſphemy, &c, Joh, 10, 33. Bucwilc; ti 
adventhre. chy: 161} or; that chav. art.fot n 


ſaken? -Was. nor $484 once of thy.aving, | 


$A 4 \n when ONCE the Hrir'is of years, :rhispenal Diſci- 
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The voice of the Rid. 
o. More Gdd: from H:aven convinesd him what Re 
ur 125, doing ? He lictle-thought ic had deer Chriſt 
4. We was -perſecuting, \Oht dow thy: Conſeience 
t aMomerimdes tell rhee, when thy Incercſt and Malice 
vhs at an Ebb 5 that the. Queſtion deſeryes th 
1 inerter.confideration; whether ic be Dagon or ihe 
rk,;chou art fighting againſt ? the Fox or the 

are, W-416, chon art hunting and ſmiting ? Teay the 
\(ci-h ve cometh , that whoſoever killeth you; will 
; at-hink, that he doth God ſervice, Joh, 16+ 2. 
with were very ſtrange indeed; if any one (hould 
hatWhink co.do Chrift a ſervice, in deftroyihg his 
. | Wembers, co nome : bur, under other notions 
© ted accuſations, Well Sinner t 1f chou wilt not 
:: theebate the caſe now, God himſelf (hall ſhortly 
ſr all Wevate it with thee, and (hall judg uprightly be- 
e (onWcen us. To 
ſhall Now'to the people of God, Is all that you 
r, oImplain of, and groan under, but a Rod, and 
ner{Wb 2 rod ? then be exhorred, | 
whoalif 1. To bear the rod; Nay, you muſt bear it: 
th ly yoke is. pinn'd-on, that it cannot be (haken 
5, 200. But that you may not loſe your labour, and 
0. p1\Wpes, bear it, 
ye "WI. Witch Faith : cheaffiance; confidence, and 
yoriiWiieſcence of Faith, 
ademif2. With Patience. 
thi. With Reſolucion, 
\. 11.984. With Joy. | 
tot 5 085. With Perſeverance, Hatth, 16. 24. Then 
ile; chal Feſats wnto bis Diſciples, If any man will 
not mie after ne, bet him deny himſelf, and take up 
nd, ll Croſs,” and follow me. If you will be Chri- 

kc F ftians, 


'  Thewoctof the Rod, 


Niagsz.,you muſt bear rhe-Croſs ; and for yr 


help and-encouragement conſider, ' © 
-3« F455) the Croſs of "Ohrif, He hach born 
before you ; He hbth born for you 3 He bey 
itin yous He layes it on you: And in his tin 
He, and he alone, can and will rake 1r' from you 

2. *T43 thy (roſs, The burdon that is weig 
out for thee,” 1 hz rod appointed thee: there! 


'n nccelvity, & precepts, fr medir; amdehoun 


Patiends 
non reſt- 
Bends, 
Aug. 


ir. | 

3:\'Tis 4 gainfal, though a painful Cr: 
like Eſep's Load ; the burden that threatens u 
death, 15 the bread that maintains thy life. 

4. *T4s an hoyourable, though a diſhenoun 
Croſs, The YVexillam & lnfgnia (tbrifts. 1h 
wm. my hey the marks of the Lord Feſra, 
6.17. The wounds and Icars of a Souldier, 
the wifils witneſſes of his © vatour ; 'and his x; 
lour the Crown of his honour, 

S. *Tis aVictorious Croſs, In this War i 
conquered conquers, and patience only wins t! 
field, Chriſtiavos wictores evadeye, dum m 
malunt pro iſua Religione quam Imperatorum 
ctis parere. That the Chriſtians became Ci 


Euſeb. / 4. werours; while they choſe to dye for their | 


Hiſt.c.1 iD 


Tnton, 
imp. 


Lipton, rather than to obey the Edvets of ii 
Emperours ; was confelt by an Heathen £ 
perour himfelf, 

2. Tokifs therod, Kiſs the ſon, leſt he bt 
gry, Pſal, 2.13. Kiſsing imports Salutarion, 
welcom-entertaining of aiperſon, or thing ; 
Juntary'ſubmiſsion to it ; and a full-and. free pf 
conciliation with it, Can you? will. youyt 


| The woice of the Rod; 
kiſs the fod, nor only 'in the Author,or Efficient, 
buz in the Inſtruments, --or ſecond Cauſes of .it,? 
It is nar Tufherent, thac the child kiſs his Facher 
that corrects hith, bur he mult kiſs the xod tev- 
Buc co prevent an ©>jeRion or a MiRake hee, 
1 muſt add, That God doth not expe, nay, be 
willnot, thet his children (hould kiſs the rod, 

.any . other account, bur as they are rods in 
heir Fachers hands: Have no fellowſhip with 
the uyfrunful works of darkneſs, nor with the 
workers themſelves, farcher than the Law of 

dd and'Nature do allow, or the Chriftian du- 
ty toward their Souls requires. Take heed of 
drikins bands with the G:beontes; of complys 
ing, or compounding with the rod; 

3. To 1mprove the Rod, To this end, walk 
with God under it, and wait upon God init, 
When che Streams run foul below, draw up to 

e Fountain, and dwell there, If the Floods be 
pon che Earch, repair, with the Dove, to the 
rk, where thou mayft be at reſt ; Walk with 
2d in his way, and by his Rule, when he is 
ve pleaſed co walk with thee in thy way, and 
dy thy rule ; Then is the rod improy'd, when it 
ouches with God's defign, You haye heard, 

y are: Feaching Rods; ob, learn by them-! 

fablifhing Rods; ob, take root undet them! 

omforting Rods ; oh, ſuck out the marrow of 
eſe bones + Feeding Rods ; ob, (hut nor the 
mnomth-roo'fat againf} chem 1 Ler thew in, and 
t them down, and digeſt them, when God 

ers them ; and ſo your growth and improve- 
thall aburidanicly appears I am fainto 

F 3 poſt 


Ob; 
Eccleſ. 9.1. 


Anſw,1. 


oa 


- The woice"of the Rod. 


poſt” over theſe things,” that T may. riot be pre 


yepred if what I chiefly aim ar, 
''IF -it'be bur a Rod; and the” Rod of: Farkerh 


Diſciptine and Love z' then, Chriſtian, let me 
offer theſe three rich Cordials to refreſh thy 


Thi in {ucha cafe. 
It proves thy Adoption. And' iu nothin 


terrified by your Adverſaries, which'is to they 


wn" evident token 'of Pertdition; but "to your 


Salvation ;, and that of God , Phil. 1; 28, 
If ye endure chaſining,God dealeth with you, & 


withiſons : for what fon 1s he whom the Pathr 


chaſteneth not > Heb, 12.7. 

Bur' Solomon tells us, that mo mArn brotel 
love or hatred; by 'all-that ts before hins, Hou 
thei (hall 1: know, what; or when aſlitions art 
&6neluf ve of Adoption 2 

*Tis true,. God is' not wont to fer his Sealt 
Blenks ;* but where Adoption 1s, this 1s on 
Sral* or *Eviderice of it. No man © knoweth 
eitheri Tie or hatred\' ' by all that "is befor 
himy's if he hath nothing elſe to know'it by 
this is fo adequate, bur an aſſiſtant, or comple 
tive Evidence. 

*Fheſe Evidences are not ſo difcernable (« 
ming, as Going, When David had” gotte 
theveh, he looks back, and concludes; It i 
god for me, that t have hore afflifted, We 
judge ſomething from':the Canſe, for whia 
and the Inſtruments by which, we ſuffer ; bu 
moſt ſafely, from the work, and operation 0 
them 3; the manner, nature, and fruit of chel 


working, Therv doth the Phyſick, promiſe 
If 


The vuice of the Rod, 

Recoverys (when it kindly works upon,; and for- 
ciþly works off the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe, - The 
teaching, eſtabliſhing, comforting, feeding, ime 
proving,. and improved Rod, is the reſtoring, 
and ſcaling Rod, Bur when .it works che con- 
traryy. ag, on too many - it doth, and, like the 
Troubled Sea, caſts up mire and dirt ;- or but ar 
halyes ; when ic ſtirs che Pool, and cauſeth fin 
to come in rememorance, and makes the: Soul, 
iemay be, tomach-fick, bur carries ic nor off ; 
in chis- caſe, in this ſad caſe, it ſeals roo bur, 
as to thine Adverſaries, It 13 an evident token 

of perdition, - | 
2, It feals to thy Portion, It is a faithful 
faying, For if we be dead with him, we (hl al- 
o live with him ; if me ſ»ffer, we ſhall alſo 
reign with him, 2 Vim. 2. 1112+ Behold, me 
ive forſaken all, and followed thee, (ayes Peter, 
what ſhall we have therefore? Verily, 1 ſay un- 
0 you, ayes Chrilt, that ye which have follow. 
d me in the Regeneration, in the work, . the du- 
ies, and difficulties of Regeneration, when the 
on of man ſhall fit in the throne of his Glory, 
e alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
welve Tribes of 1ſrael, Match. 19.27, 28. This 
Sthe day of thy labour, and eyery (troke thou 
rikeſt in it, is in earzeſt of chy Reſt. As ſure as 
hou ſeeft the Sun ſhining in the Heavens, the 
vening isat hand, which thall crown thy dayes 
ork,. For God ts not unrighteous, toforget your 
ork, and labour of love, which ye have ſhewed 
ward bis name, Heb. 6.10. Bear up your 
dirics then. He that hath eſpouſed you, will 
F 3 ſhortly 
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'Corer of it; are now aſham'd of themſelves 


"bu vhice of ihe Red, 
ſhortly: - marry you, and celebrate "your bleſ; 
fed" and' glorious Nuptials, ih the houſe, 29d 
kingdom of his Father, for ever, Othe raviſh. 
ing Songs'! the joyful Epgrhalansrwmss that (hall 
then be-ſung! He char hath hited you, will 
ſutely and fully reward you 3 when you (hall 
hnow what is thr hope of his calling , and 
what the riches of the glory of bns Inhers. 
tance in the Saints, Eph. 1. 18. Though thou 
art farating, toyling, ſuffering, fighing, weep. 
ing now; by this thou mayett know, that thy 
roft rempainerh, * | 

2. It works for thy good, Aud we know tha 
Alt things work together for good to them that 
love God, to. them who ate called according t1 
hipurpoſe, Rom. 8. 28. All theſe things which 
iderr,to be ag ainſt thees are direAly making for 
thee, God is now empty;ng thee from veſſe 
to-weſſel,” that then mayeſt not ſettle on thy let: 
thas thy (old) raft may not remain in thet: 
that. thy ſcent may be changed , and thou 
mayeft' be prepared for the Cap, and T abt 
of his Glory. He would neyer thus winny 
and gr:»d thee, bur that he might have het 
neater- to him; and make of thee, Savow 
ry "meat, ſuch as he loveth, and feaſt him- 
ſelf with thee to all ecernity. Nay, it maks 
for thy preſent good ; The tryed Silver | 
now Carrent Coyy; and they that ſcruplel 
at it before , that call'd ir Braſ, baſe, ani 
eounterfeit Fetal ; that ſconr'd ir, cur it, and 


curſt ir, and blafphem*d the ſacred Stamp, and 


and 


. Thavacr of the Red. ot 

aid chad would they be, fike the Foolkfi'Vir- Maths. 
pins, of ſore of your opl, © 1] might here tell you 3: 

ite ac large, how the Lords rod, and every 
ranch of ar, as al! che Occurrences of his Pro. 

idenee,, are working together for the good of 
hem-that love him, both in reſpect of che defign 

id event, Bur this hach been the happy labour 
fa far abler Penalready, whereunto I refer you, atr.2..1. 
id (hall add no. more here, 

That there is no affli Fon can light on the Doc. 2, 
eople of God, without his divine permiſſion and 

ont ment. | 

Bu I intend not to inſiſt here, only give me 
eave to mak? good what I have ſaid ; which I 

all do in the mouth of theſe two Wirneſles - 

4th, 10,29, 30. Are not two Sparrows ſold 
or a farthing ? and not one of them thall fall 
0 the ground without your Father, But the 
ery hairs of your heads are all numbred, And 
ben he concludes, & majore, Fear ye not there= 
ore, ye are of more worth thaw many Spar- 
ows, If a Sparrow, which, in ouying and ſel- 
ing, is valued bur at balf 4 Farthing ; nay, if 

bair of our heads, which 1s but an excremen 
tious Appendix to the body, can't be any way 
diſpoſed of, without the all-commanding Coun- 
el of Heaven; doubt nor, Chriſtian, bur char 
hy higher affairs, thy greater concernments ei- 
her of Body or Soul, are under [pecia] appoint- 

ent and deſignation, Hath he ſuch care of 
Sparrows 2 and will he forget his Daves ? Will 4. 6.9: 
e notloſe a hazr of thy head? and will he be 1/462. 3. 
rodigal of the Pretious Jewels of his royal 

F 4 Crows 


| wk be v: Ic of the Rod. 

. Crewn and Diadem > Sutely, he thap guides thy 
hairs to the ground, will not-ſuffer the Rod-to 
fall, without ſpecial Licence and ordination,' on 
thy back, 1/s, 10.23, The Conſumption de. 


creed, shall overflow with righteouſneſs. For 
the Lord God of hoſts shall make a Conſumpti, 
or, every determined in the midFt of all thi 
Land. Wnoever, or whatever be the Inftru. 
ments, they mult work by Gods rule, and in 


Gods determined, though they croſs his pre. 


ſcribed way. 

Proceed we now to the laſt Doftrixe, ye 
that which was the firſt in our eye. 

T hat the Lords Rod ts uo dumb rod, It is1 
ſpeaking, pleading rod, 

\ This we hall 'r, Prove. 2, Interpret (4 
God ſhallenabl: ) the Voice of it. 1. In Gt 
yera}, 2, In Special. 3, We ſhall apply al 
yery briefly. 

Here are two Arguments coucht in the Tex 
it ſelf, to illuſtrate the #= of this truth, 

I, The Lord cryes for Audience, He hatl 
now ſent his Rod to plead his Quarrel, ſeeing 
his Prophets could not be heard 3 and now con: 
mands their attention tothis his ſeverer Meſlen- 
ger; Hear ye the rod, Which clearly implits 
chat it hatha Voice ; nay, an intelligible, though 
jn ic ſelf, an jnarticulate Voice. His Rod, and h 
Ward, are ſometimes Synonyma in Scripture ; 4 
Iſa. 11. 4. He shall (mite the earth mith th 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of hi 
lips shall be ſlay the wicked, God doth ſom 


zimes ſpeak Rods, his Words\do wound, - 
= Tus ; f v . ; j 
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by WI kill, When be rides forth, as St, John deſcribes 
will it, 8/9, 19/12, 13, 14, 15. Cloathed with a 
on Ml veſture drpt tn blood; and aut of his mouth go- 
le. i eth 4 sharp ſword, that with it he chould [mite 


the nations: and he thall rule them with 4 


x 


Til» WF is ſenic, 
in 2, The Text tells us, -that it is the Rod of 
pre-ih divine and ſpecial apporntment ; which argues 


the End and defign of it 3 it is a defigned, and 


ye 2 defigning Rod, God doth not ſhoot his ar» 
rows at Random, without mark or ainy; but he 

i524 hath a Wherefore for every particular of his 

Providence, For this cauſe many are weak and 

(vl fcby armong you, and many fleep, x Cor. 1 1.30. 

Gr, I This is one main uſe God makes of his Rod, to 

y all pointat his meaning by ir, and to give us che 
ſenfible and viſible Charaers and Emblems of 

Tex his mind, God ſpake 1» divers manners in time 
paſt, unto the Fathers, by the Prophets, ſayes 

had the Apoſtle, Heb, r. 1. But hath in theſe laſt 
ceing WW dayjes ſpoken unto us by his Soy, And now, may 
conf 1 ſay, 53 divers mavners too, Sometimes by his 
eſlen-W© Word, in' plain Scripture; ſomerimes by the 
lis explaining, or awakening Miniſtry of it ; and 
houghl that eigher in Doctrine or Reproof and Threat- 
nd bw ning; or in Promiſe and Incouragement ; 
re ; Ml Sometimes by his Spirit, in the ſecret workings 
th 14 and whiſpers of it, in, and on the Conſcience 
of hu and ſometimes by his Rod 3 when our ſtupid 
ſom} Dulneſs, or perverſe Careleſnels is grown to 
J, - ſuch a paſs » that other means and wayes are 
* + _ 


ti- WM rod of iron, &c, And as ht ſpeaks rods, ſo his 
the MW rod ſpeaks and pleads with thote unto whom it 


7 


po 


"* incffcQual ; then he cakes 


; up his-rod, and 
points more plainly and convincingly at our 
du and cnoageth us init, with the more fixetl, 
and ſolemn reſolution. Thus far the Tex: ir 
ſelf confirms jcs own truth : And let this ſerye at 
preſent to prove the #n of it, 

. I ſhall add but a word or two more, for the 
Demonſtration of the =: and ſo proceed to the 
Interprecation of the yoice, 

For Demonſtration, or why the Lords Rod 
ſhould haye a Voice. 

1. For the glory of his Attributes, Gods 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Mercy, are highly con» 
cern'd in xc. To think that Divine Diſpenſati- 
ons axe ſteci'd by a blind In$tinft Necethity, or 
Cafvalcy, wichout ſome gloriouſly defigned, and 
determiaed Exd, is Athciſtically ro blaſpheme 
his heavenly :iſdew, Affliction cometh mt 
forth of the duff, Job 5,6. God has a Whul 
within the wheel ; a whicel of infigite Counſel 
and Wiſdom, which moves within che wheel of 
external Providence. Dexs & Natura wihil fre 
fira agunt. Nay, it would greatly derogate from 
the glory of his FTuſtice, to exerciſe his Rod, IN 
withour ſome proportionable Exd : For, (t0 
tpeak with holy reverence ) God is, as it were, 
baund in all his Divine ARions, to aim at his 
own Glory, becauſe there is no higher Ehd, for I; 
all Humane, Angelical, or Divine Adotions t 
recminate in, And wherein is he glorified mort 
than in the high Exploits, and bleſſed Fruit df 
his Rod ? This is, as it were, the Scepter, tht 
Faſces of his Kingdom, the Coerciye Laws q 
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us Government, and- the great'viſipte Pillars 
of his Juxiſdiftion over the ſons of men,, Naw 
cis cexcain,thar on the account of his abſolute; 
nd ſupteme Sovereignty, be may, without any 
jolation- of bis Jufyice, diſpoſe boch of Us and 
Ques, as he pleaſes ; neither is he bound co give 
an Account of his wayes, any more than we 
xe bound to give the Worms we tread on. an 
account of ours. He might deal with us with 
jumb blows, and never (tand to reaſon the caſe 
ith us, He once gave us both to know, to will and 
Dbey ; and darc we think to enjoyn him to look 
p, or repair what we have leſt or ſpoi'd ? 
h we have pluckt out the eyes he gave us 
oſce with, and opt the ears he gave us to heag * 
ich, may he not in Juſtice require it at our 
nds? and that, not only by a Precept, but a 
twal Law ? Yer, ſuch is the blefſed Commen= 
dation, - and condeſcention of his Grace and 
Mercy, that he will plead with us before he 
firikes z : nay, and his very Rod (hall ſpeak, and 
that in ſuch a Dialect, as our poor, broken Ce 
pxCities may in ſoine certain and ſaying manner 
apprehend. 
2. To reach hu Ends, God's End is not bare- 

ly (6 manifeſt che greatneſs of his Almighty 
Power, nor the ſeyerity of his Supreme Juſtice, 
in cruſhing in pieces the poor Porſheards of the 
earths but co reduce his degenerate, fallen Creae 
tures, to.a nearer Reſemblance, and fuller par- 
ticipation of that Bleſſed Image of his own, 
which he had ar firſt enſtamped on them, Man 
Was che Epiteme of Gods fix dayes a 
5. 


56 The Voice of the Rod. 
Microcoſm, the little World, the Crown "of his 
Creation : Therefore, when Afar fell, this liztle 
World was ruin'd, and becamea Chaox, a con. 
fbſcd, and dark heap of all manner of helliſh, 
and rebellious Principles and PraQices: ſo tha; 
ever fince, God hath been on a New-Creation. 
work in the World, Eph. 2, 10.and 2 Cor,;,17, 

\g#ompar'd with Joh. 5.17. And in this his vey 
work he obſerves his #/d method ;z Firſt, he 
creates Light to work in, though not to work 
by : Lisht for his creatyre's ſake, but nor for 
kis own,' God is now working on rational crea. 
tures, which muſt, in ſome meaſure,and in ſome 
ſenſe, co-operate, or work with him z wha 
will ſerye again of the o/d r#:mes, ruſt tand, 
for the matcer and ſubſtance of ir; the old Fa 
culties and Powers, New-wrought and Sanificd 
unco a new, yer its preomitive, Order and Ser 
vice, © Now, Iſay, thecaſe being thusy it would 
not ſcem ſo conducivle to his End, to leave his 
creatures wterly in the dark, as to his mind and 
pleaſure, in and by ſuch Providences ; for hi 
Rod is as his Axe or Saw, to leflen, or ſhorten) 
or ſhape us in any manner, for the place and 
uſe, he hath decreed, and called us unto, and 
vider theſe, we are not to be meerly paſſivs, 
but a#:ive alſo. Let this ſuffice now to have been 
ſpoken, by way of confirmation of ſo plain and 
evident a Truth, | 

2. Well, chis, we hope, is ſufficiently mani- 
feſt, both from the light of Reaſon, Scripture, 
and Conſcience, that the Lords Rod hath 
Voice, But what this Voice is, or how-to gin ck 
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Oneftion: and were this Queſtion as. eaunieſt» 
on- WH iy, impartially, and "praQtically debated: and 
liſh, WW reiolvedy as'the Aint and. Rue, the leffer'Cir- 
that cumſtantials and Panitilios of the Law,.or of 
10n- WE private and worldly Intereſt ;/ there were fome 
+17. probable hope, nay, more chan probable, *thar 


new God : might-yer at laft obtain the Glory he is 
» he contendirig, and we the happy peace and ſalye- 
= 102, we are looking and longing. for, And 
; for 


or your help in this diligent and-ſ{cious 


cret- WScarch , give me leaye to premiſe cheſe, four 

ſome hings, Loli ts 

whit -* r. Know:therefore, in the firſt plage,..:Fhat 

mY hen God ſpeaks to us by his Rod, he ſpeaks 
Fa- 


as to' Rational creatures, that are capable,gf 
Irawing Inferences, as well from: his #arks, 45 


tified 


Set- Wrom his word, God doth not work/lipon us 25 
yould pon Stocks and. Stones,that are ſappoſ#d- utter» 
ve 11) ſv inſenfivle of che Scroaks, and ignoranc gf che 
4 and Mworkman's defien ; God hath principled.;us 


or his 
orteny 
» and 
, and 


afſivt 
e been 


ith an s»telective Faculty,-that we might con- 
lude "concerning - his. \#/i1/ from his:-#09rks. 
ence” is that compaſſionate with, Dent. 32. 
9. Othat. they were. wiſe) that they . pn- 
erflood this! that they wonld conſider. their 
- atter end  Afd that ſad complaint, 1/4. x. 3. 
n aft 


frael doth not know, my people doth. not. conſ;- 
ſr. Though I thould heap miſchiefs upon them, 
maſii-Wnd ſpend mine arrows upon them z though the 
putt B'rord without, and terrour within, (hould de- 
bath "Fr97 both the young man, and the virgin; the 
to giBichling alſo; with the man of gray hairs ; yer 

| wio 


the-\rrue -and* infallible: /aterpretation,-is.the © 


77 


The '0oire of thi Rod. 

who would lay jt ro heart > the fileby would be 
Skbhy Rill, che wickyd] and decervers would guoy 
Wore and worſe Nill 5 For they are @ nation 
vorll of Connſel, neither is there any underſtand. 
ing in theme, © [is true, we are fenfible. enough of 
the Smarc of the Rod, but not of the Erid; and 
Deſign of ir. In other things, that, campar:. 
tively, httle or nothing concern us, we can, 
wh an'elaborate, and ftudicd exaRneſs, wn 
Through the whole Series and concatenation 
proprngque and remote cauſes, and examine theit 
mutual dependences andproducts x and yer hoy 
ſrangely blind and ſottiſh are we in the caſe 
| between God and our ſouls? Oh t whener: 
chere is an evilin the Carp, a Judoment threw 
ned, or mflited, on che Church, Stave, Tom, 
Fatnify; wherein you live, er on your own Per. 
Fons, or perſonal [relations ler your next anl 
ſpeedy coutfe be, [to make diligent Inquiſiti 

to find out the Aehan that hath moy'd thie 5, 

dition, and rais'd the Controverfe between Gul 
and you'; that he may nor:upbraid your wretd 

ed ftapidity, avhe did Tſraels, 1s. r, 2, \Hear;( 


Beavers,' and give ear,,O Earth and veriesif 


"hy \hould ye be firithen any more?. gewilly 
wore 


more anil more, And Fer. 6-17. Alſo! ſafftta 


watchmen over you, ſaying, Hearken tothe 
of the Tr umpet ; but they [aid ve will net he 
en.  Bcre threamned Warr, by the ſc 
of the Trumper, but a{l-was one ro then, we 
wot bearken. Therefore; ver. 19, Hear,0 Em 


| 
q 
1 
, 
fe 
F 
be 
th 

| 
et 
Im 
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Behol4, 1 willbring evil upon this People, ecu 


the Fruit of their ewn thoughts, becauſe 


.* The Voce of the Rod, 
have not hrarkentd unto my words, Oh, my Bre- 
thren'f- As you defize,, and hope to be faved 
from that Sword and 'Peftitence, and all the 
«4. ll "other evils thar are upon you, ' or impendenc. 
of over you, and from thewrath'to come $ hearken 
and WW to the Found of Gods Trumper, to the voice '6f 
Gods Rod.: 'O, don't abandon your reafon, 
#nd play the mad men in the things chat do fo 
nearly” concern you? God is now contending 
with'us for theſe and theſe things, and ſhatl we 
not give him a ſober hearing? nay, we do hear, 
and feel too, that our ears do tzxpgle, abd our 
very hearts ake, and ſhall we not regard'>' © 
that ever thisſhould befaid of Exgland 1 What: 
what will become of us? The Harp and the Vol, 
the Tabret and Pipe, and wine are in their 
iſ Feaſts, but they regard not the work of the £0 
«« aol] 1evr ber conſider the operation of bis hands There-« 
fore my People are gone into captivity, becaiiſe 
Il they bave wo knowledge, lTa,.5, r 2,13, Lerthis 
MW be the firſt thing then remembred by the 'way, 
A thar whenever God dorh lay his rod on you, he 
ear; (expeRs you thould rake ſpecial notice of it, and 
verſe (Wet your felyes with all ſerioufneſs, ſpeed, and 
wi [nM mporciality, co inquire into the true, and ſpiri= 
il Meaning, and End of it. | 
2 Examine Conſcience by the Word of God. 
low doth the Phyſician underſtand the diftem- 
xr of his Patient, but by cemparing and judg= 
o the Urine by che Rules of his Art > Caſt the 
od then into a clean vr:mal of Confience, 
1d examine what the Word of God will ſay of 
there, Conſcience is Gods Deputy and Re- 
: Liſter, 


"17 Thewojerf thetRod, 

ofter,, 2nd if thoy..halt nor. for, the... preſet 

-ſcrarcht out God wiiting there ;. for yhe pye- 
ſent, 1 ſay, for. cheſs Characters will-never be 
expung'd thoſe leaves, -but by the ſame. Divine 
hand that ingraved them. It-chou.haſt not ſub- 
Rituted the Lyes and Imepoſtures of thy own de 
ceived heart, but wilt be faithful and; i ingens- 
ous z here thou ſhalt find a true, and plain in- 
terpretation of Proyidence, We may. not ex. 
hed that. God ſhould ſpeak to us immediately 
from Heayen, v:1v4 voce, or. by any, miraculoy 
Revelations, or Enchuſiaſms , 25 ſome Siddy 
Brains wobld pretend unto; this were indet 
Phanaticiſm, noning & re, Bur, The word i 
mh thee, even.in thy month, and 1n thy heart: 
The Word ſpeaks, _ the Rod {peaks, anc 

MMſctence. will compare theſe together, a 

from thence draw up a full and pericR Decl 
ration, and both prove, examine, and anſwe 
every Article of 3t, if ic may burbe ſuffzr'd 
eXeCute- its office in yov. The great reaſon w 
\we , are ſuch ſtrangers to God, is becauſe 
are ſuch_ftrangers - to. our ſelves : Nemo » 
ſeſe tentat deſcendere, nemo, AﬀiiQtion hath 
oreat | þ fluence, as on the other powers of tit 
Foul, ſo e'pecially on the Conſcience, either t 
ſoften. or to fear it ; Every ſtroke on. Pharail 
left him harder .and harder, Why will ye | 
fricken any more? ye will revolt - more 4 
more, But where the-rod is intended fol 
good, and works. toward that End g. there 
ſoftens ,and quickens the Conſcience, ,What 


bleſfed effeft bad: that Rout ar Ar,» 0n Fosh 
ans 


ord 1 Fon Heave ' opened 5, eyes, 4 

heart. Chriſtians rake. heed of being 

,, and; s ther thes Rod; an affliction: 1 your 
r, and bay ie. leaves: dither pro bem 
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Conleiencestund fn 
= najng of Tis not _— to groan, . 


'niourns ak vr the' burden ;- this is bur Naw. 
's common courſe ; which(if this be #1) 4'F 
Rene ions he roy 
1 Dog; Hop. 7:14, Nay, ic 1s not 

«tobewsil any excernat, though Gicitns 

7 if chis | be alt that” your care an 

Woehts:are'raken. up abouc ; choſe-char jets hs 
there ſhe dioplufithe' gate of the Lords houſe, we : 
TFammats , Etek, $.. 14. were as 
bgious' +; you. Take this fot a ſeeond Di- 
anus - G . recti= 


; Q = ks £& Fo amnAR . avout _ v:+þ 3 
YI © led och Te th oþ Ree 
— tao. 4. 3 A RY vx 
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d; | and-ſo che ;6vcs Frome 


in and particular us ex ane 
pres bo gg Ie ſyres | it ak 
and prporonay pag nempts 


Fr, fr my Pride z_ of eatjon- to' 


os s..0f racer; Laſt 
Reveoge. of, another: 6f, Quickning to: 
; ; Comardice: of another; 
tha ws, to\the Hzhtacion,: and Unre! 


icy .c0.4he Tymulcuouſneſsand.Cenſotic 
elsgf another, &'c. Ando one it [peaks 1 
more . 4ertour- and dread ; ;to. anther, "i, 
calmer, and. ſweeter Dale, according to! 
rawxte andheight of (ut res corruption 
aims at Thezkfore reaſon”; ich your-ſelw 
God beth token tyrh;s a, cake ae 
oe with mes though the Jaih fall mort 
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bod dur- Lo + laid ns 
$1 = one bleſſed) Mir- 
kn wieds __ chat 3, er by 
I oay. * jak 

eproee Ron choſe gdh thr 
baniſhed: #nd fled in Oten aries 


I profeſſed, Where=ryer wn the 
for the undanknulncls, hat: "3 


(Goſp lf rom then,” '* 
"Th your the Tinguzge of” the 


6, 41d viiderffaid the: meaning” of it, 'rake 

of another Rite with you: 'Believe'tr, rhag 

Joc Know fpeaking from Heaven to you; to 
oh and to thet, in particulzrt oh, what art 
{ dickd "Roald this caff! pon vs is { - Sit 

yolth6uld Year God calling otit'sf Heaven 
a ne lhe 4 diſmal voffffment 
CITY | would 
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dy Kone will-ſh by 
you Bury *i8mot the # hate}, prov 


at) bug 4he Black char-Goglevels at-;- 

racy ſ{parate.your ſelyesTabar rey ay 

anon among: the. (lain ofi Gocs: yy 'Ts 
not: Covenam-Incereſt; fhall'exa 

| po xhe.-Priyiledge 7pE,, Adoption tl 

defend [you 3r:5f a. - Chitd-ſtand,. hay though 
betwr ly, 2nd Onely Son, Gay 

his Mas "he ſhall ſurely die. |: 

+ 243/JF- ve would\ underftand h6eng intent 
ang-meaning-of che. Lotds Rod ; we muſt hum- 
bly berake”"our ſelves to-.the Lord: of che Rod 
Ic 4s. Not. ſafe. to ruſt our {elves-in this caſe; 
Self bears ſoftron a hands us, that'ie- willte 
hard, if, ngr tble,.co eſcape iy Dift;»ft;o 
21nd Fallzcies, There, will be one ſecter Grd 
+ -lomance forthis Lubs and a plauſible Dil 
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fa ever BarhO. and paodyrabine 
chowhategainſt me}! ler ne nov behi pd 
condemw/ dna 1; ge:1 cannor; 
it my{(Prdechar- "Gio feth-then'Þ Og/bleck 
my: kfavry whicever ir'cdſt ame; and:mibke ave; v 
humblezmas thou:word&® woah robe 4's ir.ny 
Witldhneſs; my Uncleannels; my! eyeing 
thy Remilneſs i@ Dutiesy my. wank: 
roy Oye, Þyeotilihnov wo 6 
;\\Oxlebuchy! Spiria: comming 
jew rand; chen; gidd-nie with thy: 
and':thy Power, thar,' though I carinot' felt 
them ehrough/at one 1hrwff,) yer! © may Þe che 
hewiagichew\ in \pictes,' till chqu haft'uncerh 
deftroyed:them for we," - Oh, ny; brechcen} 
withypuingage your [etvrs/in this Duty? i Woul 
your).be chid -1n- the day of God's wrath ?. 
Shall ke: go - on to, pour-it our upon'yQu#\ Non 
rebobvt, ;or iſhortly it , will! be! coo 'laje, © Thi 
eAxx. = hfced up ; $ha1l-Gad -vikey or wil 
you reſblye > He is avotita fra npework amony 
uwyand rhat his Enemics $halt *$horthy; know; 
Widdyou be numbred ar chewrhar cperish ) 
the }wdforbid 1 Qn, tet w'preparets mece the 
Kordy iwhile: he'is yetm hittle-way off, inde 
wayof bis Judgments, before his-fieeces wrach ſo 
light ow' our Sodop; that it Be to lace tor efcape 
roche fountain, Thus] thave: giveh: youthe 
K ey to: onlock?rheſe hiddew. Myſteries, -annd, ro 
open, :the:\Or cle to Turw it as:T1'/have di 
rected youz/ and. 1 God Shall enableyol: 05> 
ſerve the four F/ardv'of it; if youbreakwr wreftf 


either of cheſe, it will nor do, I Shall premiſe 
l no £ 


"The Farce of the Rod. 
furchety- bucproceed/to-the Yoire, 'And firſt; 
1, 'Ond:wvoice of the Rod in general, 1s this ; 
od wi have -is Peoplato awake, and tonſeder, 
be Auger i of rbt bard Fall not return,” until 
haevexxeeuted, and tif, be have performed the 


phte29f hes heart; tm the: latter: dayes ye 
all conſiders tt perfetty, Jer. 23. 2p,:When 2 
ple-havedph cheir Hearing, God will-desl 

ich chenx by;Fhat other ſenſe of Feel:np, In the 

tter ayes yetball conſider it perfectly; though 
ex:have made. a: ſhift to ſtop their: Ears ar 
Vargings, Calls, and:: Fhreatnings 3. chough 
yiTrawp&s, and' Herenlds of Warr, could 

xt awikencrieys ; yer: my: Sword fhall at laſt 

ts (1+, reprove thee, and ſet them 18# 

der: before-thine eyes 3 now conſider this, ye 
forgeti God, left 1 tear you 1n'piects; i and 

'e $e:00x6:£0- deliver, Plal. 5o. 21, 2:2; If 

yi ords will not doit; my. .B/ows (halls I will 

Life inthem, or I: wall rake that Lefs they 
wveftonthem ; if che revting off their,,hire 

ll not; royze.chem,;: I will tear them in/pieces, 
&noneathzll deliver them, Lord, when thy 

ud 39. lifted up, they waull not ſas ; but they 

all: ſez: and be «ſhamed, Ia. 26.1 1, {Thus 
{Wan-Gad: many times make his very Enemies 
onſidery and force them to, ſee, and:gaze upon 

air damning guilt, agd inevitable miſery + 

| ey (hall know that Ged is too hard for"thery. 
of; Galilee was the curſed ſpeech of that 
rledndpoſtate, Julian : God will fomecimes 
ie WV (them-the Prel/ihaming, ; the forceraſts. of 
H G "1 Hell, 


a 


parting Souls, fearrd | 
thoſe-that are ubogx' chenn;- 
ſunk;/ and -the'gaxes v Death roy 
upon them; then to Rare abroad axahiiha's a ouf 
ly,cremblingdiftradted,poſture;ut ſext:ant ſe 
rs," terhey. nay 0:00 co 2 z this 15th 
nt'and Vengeance of Confide 

Jeogents comes to deal: yr ce 
creats hem like a" Father jog Iu han 
them, yer he will nor Kitt +. "oh hk 
may;break'their headsj' yeche will not daſh 
cheir- trains ; and-yet awak? they:mbt roo, 
dead-as chey are, he will not Lave_r; h 
he hatta\Rod for them; which wilt hreak 1 
bones3 .and «ith chis he Whips chem4inco the 
foiritugt ſenſes, when-.words will not prenl 
Awinhe thou that Rept, and avife "From t 
degd, and Chrift (ball give thee lights Eph. 
14. And now , \Chriftian Readey,- thus i 
thou haſt read, bur-canft thou ſay, Hithert 
em come. Hive thef:, orany other of- 
Calls ar Knocks o mach” as awakened the 
and*art rhou ſure thou -doſt not dream? 
thou fit for a ſober, and rational debace of th 
Controverfie that lieg -berween God and th 
Soul ? If ſo, then, 

r.-Confider, whether thou Randeſt in re 
tiog wich God, as a Friend, or nan E 
bis will be the yery - firſt thing tha will 6 


'4 


. The v6; ce of the Rod. 

ferious thoughts. Lord; Who art thog>'and 
ce amb Are theſerhe effets of Love or 
cred? - the rodgof a Father, or of a Boe? As 
z2r chou xxpeRect comfort! ins or-good' from 
Rod. get this Queſtion anſwered, As 

re is a yalt dif:rence berween the zrow Rod 
xf Gods hoſtile wrath, 'and the gentle Rod-of 
his Fachexly-CorreRion, :in rcipect of che, M22 
re, and the Divine Auribute from whence it 
proceeds y" fo'in reſpeR ofthe End-and .Defign 
f ic c00,;- The rod of his wrath is noc-antended 
5. amend, byr co deſtroy. A rod of Scorpions 
ill not healy bur poyſonithe ſoul ; if we cannot 
ook uporr him as a Father, and on his rod, as 
heFruic and Evidence of his Fatherly love and 
are, .it'ts never like co reform us. If-s Child 
e beaten by a ftranger, it begers hatred," rt» 
enge, 'or (laviſh tear 5 *ris that coreeRion 
aly, chat-we can, on good grounds, apprehend 
ocome'from-real, though. abuſed loyey -thar»is 


+ thiWike'to produce love and obedience in us. Thew 


ft chaftiſed me, ſayes:'Ephraim, and 'I'was. 
hat ſed, :and becauſe it was chou, 1 was turned; 
repented-s 4 was infſtrultgd; 1 ſmote upon my 
hgh: Now, what was: the relation- between 
>od and: Ephraim ? 1s Ephraim my dear ſon? 
he apleaſant ('hild > With what undiſcoves 
able, and: yet unconcealable affeions,. .doth 
dd .fall:-on the necks. of his poor chil- 
Iren, that dutifully ſubmit to the Rod, like 
joſeph on. his Brethren, when che Relation 

ud be-:no longer diflembled towards chem? 


| Gods, Kifſes are gever {weeter ,. than' when 


OT fiend of ahe Xa. 


-he kiſſes off the- rears that his amn.xod.had 
accahon'd. -_ 4 cite” $453; 14 
But hereI would ſpeak a-word:or two, very 
bricfly,.to'2 Caſe, which pollibly way be thy 
Caſe. - The Rod lies very heavy upon-me, may 
ſome poor ſoul complain'; and I canapprehend 
anabing of. loye init, 2 I. fir- in; ſuch dork; 
weſs.g.rhac 1 can ſee no light 4 neirher: fron 
within, nor from above 3-1 ſcarce dare to cal 
Cxpd:Father, nor can i ſce any evidencing, or 
camfortable Fruic/of his Rod: upon. ine, And 
what. ſhall' I do in.this Cafe? » f 
- This hath: ever been a.common 'caſe,wvichtht 
People; df God. Wherefore hideſt thou thy flace 
ldeft me for-thine enemy > (ayes Fon, H#il 
thew break, & leaf driven to and fro, and wil 
thou perſuc the dry tybble? Job 113.24, H 
findatb:-vccafions againit me, be counteth.m 
fer liz egemy, Job 33.10. So Darmd;iwas wth 
dy'ito look. on him{(clf 'as. a, Caſt-away,  Plal Mie 
$3611: C4ff.: me6-pt 497 4y frone: Hip: priefenct. br 
In;whame Ga/e wagthe Spouſe 2.Cant, 3. 6,7, 
hone Relaved had withdraws hiwfelf x (it 
fenghs him, and called him, bur could ger no 
aufryer.;\. the at chairs {1aote ber, and: wount: 
e&hex: her eftare was very low, and yer {I 
was: the Spexfs til; 11 would noc- that Aﬀlis 
Rin ſhould fill you with hard thoughis of God ji 
at dcſpaiting thoughts of your ſelves,. To con- 
elide that the Sum is ſer, as ſoon as it is clouded i 
\8too:weak and childiſh ; Bur mote giſtinAly © 
tae Queſtion. M 
I, 


F ho waict of the" Rod, | 

4; Can you- truly ſay, that you loye God 3k 
Nt corretling as comforting * if fog Let it be 
- Krgumenc with you, thac:your love-was nas 
aced on che enjoyment : you bave loſt; bur an 

: God youſtilt enJay « þ 3 b.? 
s. ould you not 'be; comtenr, and gladly 
ther topare (wjrh..2ll chats dearro [you 
ht worl-than part with your Adeptech Reta 
j{ into f2od 2 'Hadyou:notrather have Sod 
t+ yoltr Facher,{ than the World with 3!V-its 
pry, ar-your -Portion? "Lec your higheſ} 
þ ice of God then be an Argumenc of Gods 

are Chozae of you, 7/1 5: 

3 -Wobld ybunor 3ather have the AMiQion 
zRified; than removed a Poſſibly in fome hee 
ty ar- [the Paroxyſw of ſome preyaiting. 
action; thou mayft not be ſo well able-to 
ge” thou-/haſt ſpace ro rake*and> 
clade thy * ate: Choice , wouldſt:thow- 
pe hy, affticted-Caſ>jfor- all the Pormp'and 
ale df: thoſe: chat thave the Wonld,/ and» 
mote, for their /Portion'?' Would -yow 
wS.ratden to be thus waſhed from” fir, than 
th -nior&eafe :or* liberty | to: be fill poltu. 
} with fin -2'If: che rhe-perfection' of 'Wow 
eſs be your Aim, it 'ſhall one «day be Your 
vs, . 
4: Doft - chow fad that: kin begins tro grow 
uns (7-474 ever,: and reſolutions ftrongerF 
the ſenfe of chy ſufering may lic up» 
ma, and drown the ſenſe of fin 3 yet-canf 
ou not-find; chat fin lying at the botcomy"fs 


a which urgech all? : Wonder: nor ar-:the 
Str ug- 


Stragling then, Twins are in thy womb; con, 
tinue theſe +hrows ynto- their appoitired 1 
and know chat this ſickneſs 14 not unto death 
bur a ſymptom of betrer health, + »'2 4 
5. Let thy former experiences'and'evidenc 
be -produc*c againft- preſent doubts and/jealay 
fs ; on: this Foundation, - Fob. 1.3. 1. Havig 
loved his own which were in the wor(tl; "che loo 
thens to. the end, If ever he were thy Þi 
ther , he will ever be chy Father: * For 
Gifts and calling of God are without, Re: 
tance, Rom.11.29. | Poo 2. 
. 2, Conſider what thy. wayes and: earrizy 
toward God haye been.':Let wu: ſearchy"avd 
our "waJes , and tur: ag 417 to : the: Lo 
Lam. 3:40. This is-abſolutely requiſite, bob 
to our knowledg of the Offence, andrexpiatic 


of the-Guilt, 2nd the removal of the-EffeRt of i | l 


with'a Bleſſing. . How is-it poſsible we tal 
knowwhat God is diſpltaled atin us,: unleſs w 
refle& -on What:we+thaye done'?::anid conſ10t 
wherein: we haye miſcarried our ſelves rowar 
him'? Why hath God lighted up his Caxadlein 
our Conſcience, and 'unſcal'd rhe: Ward of hi 
mig; and our duty;to. us; but that by theſe w 
come -to -know wherein. he 1s pleaſed « 
diſpleaſed > And when we perceive his ang! 
by the -eff:s_of .it; don't. common rexſdn tt 
ws, that 'this 15+ the.-courſe ?-to.- compare al 
wayes with. our Rule; and 'to confider what * 
have done ? 1s there any probable hope. of-r 
moving the Eff:&, without knowledge: of Ut 
Cauſe? Alas, Chriſtians 1 how can'you'belien 


.\.- The wiice of the Rod. 
##" can you-hope, how can you. pray for geli- 
nce;'a8 Ieng as the Cauſe o = Bondage is 
x acknowledged, - nor xemoyed ?' Ah, 1 how 
pt are our falſe hearts to ſbuMe, and daub here, 
o pack off the guilt on others ! Loth we are to 
cover our ſhame, -as lopg as we can \get any 
ig-leaves- to. cover itz. but yet all will not 
rve, the Covering will be tas narrow ; thy 
akedneſs will nor be hid ; there's no lickin 
y ſelf whole ; all thy Plea's and diſtinRions 
ll notdo; the Fallacy will be deteRted, when 
nceGod comes to moderate ; *tis not the Wo- 
#1, nor yetthe Serpext, ſhall excuſe thee z *cis | 
ve-che Peoples common wate or violence; nor x 5am. 
y ſupererogated Devotion, thac ſhall palliate x5, 21. 
y partial obedience. God will not charge on Culpe ipſe 
Is children, the debts, or the crimes of his nn crans- 
emies2 nor is he like thoſe paſsionateF wries, ſeruniune 
ho, in their rage, know no diftinRion be. Mer 
reen Friends and Enemies. What mean ye, Jamconſu- 
"Bat je uſe this Proverb, ſaying, The Fathers fio fir. Lipf, 
eaten ſoure grapes,and the childrens teeth de Conlt, 
e ſet on edge > Ezek, 18, 2- The ſoul that **: ©17- 
meth, it ſhall dye, ver, 4. Be ſure, God isnot 
iking thee for nought ; he ſees cauſe enough, 
this cup had never come to thy ſhare, Lo, 1 
ſinned, ſaics David, and 1 have done wick- 
lh: bat theſe ſheep, what have they done ? 
t thy hand, 1 pray thee, be againſt me, See alſo 
dagainfs my Fathers houſe, 2 Sam, 24, 19, Ezck 
ow in this ſerious refietion on our waycs, we 1+ 25” 


ould conſider, 


Tet ſee. 
VET, bs 


I, Our 


'. TM vice vf the Rod, 
«{! 'T;" Our fins, with 'rheir- rayations, | 
"don of Sin is the'Gate-of Mercy, 5* white 
AyerH at che dobr, Merey cahnor enter : 
tent Confeſtion 'is the only Lepyerway ro hy 
- don; vand ctriainly a diſtin knowleds r 
nece{arily precede Tach- Confeſsion, 'and a 4 
gent Search ſuch Knowledge, - In: this C1; 
chere*s no -ftriding two (iairs ar 6nce 3 if 
fail in one, you arevur in all, The remoy 
an' Afi&ion, before the Sin be retoved, is! 
-Way to greater, and;more Ipiritual Judgme 
and to turn Reds into Scorpions,  O my| 
thren'? for your Sobls ſake, ahd for your 
Poſtrritie's ſake, ſearch, and try your way 
paſs an itnpartial review on all the Pafſages1 
TranſaQions df your hearts and lives, 
God is «diſplcaſed, we doubt not 3 and that | 
isrhe cauſe, we doubt not ; but what theſe i 
are, and when, where, and how this guit 
and hath been contraRed, is that which « 
the Rod calls on us co Eximine, Sinner, 
thou be perſwaded to- ſet thine heart tot 
work ? Setmech ir 2 ſmall thing, thar God} 
impriſon-d his own Glory > and hath mingl 
our tears, nay,our bloud,wich our ſacrifices ? 
videdgind torn us, Soul and Body, Churcht 
Start And, after all, ſhall God cake up hisi 
Latmentation over us > Fer; $. 4, 5z 6, 
Thus ſaith the Lord, Shall they fall, and 
ariſe? ſhall he turn away, and fot return? 
then, is this People ſlidden backs by 4 tr 


backsliding ? they hold faſt deceit, they r 
ro return; 1 hearknid, and heard, 


ut | 


The voice of tht Rod. 

e'not aright ; nm man repemed him of bis 
ickedaeſs ; ſaying, What have I dane _— 
ye turneth to 15 courſe, as the horſe raſheth 
into the Battel. .Oh 1 bow ſhould our thoughts 
ry into: every. Corner, and leave no foe -ufl- 
urn'd, leſt the Leprofie ſhould be in ir, and rhe 

t end: be worſe than che beginning, W 
1. The:ſin of oxr nature will afford us mat- 
of large conſideration, and fad lamencation, 
hat Peccatum agens ; that Pregnant Sin; 
hat Roor of Bicterncfs 3 the Original of all our 
inand Miſery, Now fit down, and ſeriouſly 
der ;: Lord ! in what a- caje was I born 
nd how long did 1 lie ignoranc of, and corn 
ted under that eRate } how litcle have I been 
publed about it ! how faint and heartlets, at 
&, have my endeavours been, to wreſtle with 
or to-eſcape from it 1 oh, how full am'I ill 
the old Dregs 1 like a Cake not tarn'd, bur 
ttle more than half bak'c; perpetually prone 
backſliding1 If chou wilt know from whence 
is that the Streams run ſo foul, away to the 
owntain, and there thou ſhalr quickly ſee hew 
comes t9 paſs, and that it is morethan an 
quired Pollution ; the Fountain, the Boun- 
m is unclean 1 This was David's courſe, 
al. 51. 5. Behold, Iwas ſhapen in 1mqmity, 
d in fin did my mother concervve me, Sin ſet 
t with me, the very firſt Rep from my Co#. 
top : che Leprofie claye unto me in the very 
it from whence I was digged. He chatnever 
k the'bicrerneſs and weight of Original fin, 
ther than it diſcoyer'd it [clt in (Afaad ; 
is 


"Thi vice of the Red. 
3 yet a Rranger-to true Repenrarice, And; 
-the- aggrayation ofthis Plague of our Nj. 
- tuyes, confader the finful.effeRts of it, | 
. 2, In reſpett of onnfſion, How hath it dead. 
ned thee co all kinds of.dury s eſpecially to the 
moſt {piricual, and ſelf-denying duties 1- When 
we thould, and ſometimes, when we would 0 
£ood, evil is preſent, and too often prevalent, 
with. ws. Breihcen 1 in the Bowels of Chit 
Jeſas, 1 beſeech you, conſider how! Jarge an 
Indigtment of this nature, Conſeience has a 
record ayain(t us; We can't plead ignorancy, 
as {cine others, it may be, hope to-do 3 We han, 
or- mighc haye known our Maſter's Will; It 
hath-noc left us one Talent only, but all th 
Treaſures of bis Houſe ; the unſcarchable rich 
of bis Goſpel £ He hath nor left uz as ſome ſml 
Leg atees, but Heirs and Execators of his whak 
Will and Tcftamenty and now, what have nt 
to thew for all this 2 Here we have been wrans 
ting abouc Circumſtances and Adminiſtration 
deſpiſing or envying one anothers portion,&lp 
have turned the grace of God into /aſciviouſn!, 
On, wheie's the Improvement } where's the En- 
create ! the Advanizge that God will ſhortly c 
for! Rememyoer what was Leodzcea's tempergand 
Whac was Laedicea's curſe Oh,this wrerchedgthi 
ci'red lakewarmneſs 1 how dear is it like to coli 
us! By that time wahave diſcounted what we har 
I. paſs, through invincible, nay, ſhall I ads 
through aftefted rid groſs Ignorance s hott 
many gracious demands have we wickedly ii 
pell'd, bicauſe of ſome diftaftful; or _” 
pres 


The Voree of the Rod. 
pleabng, dificulry thag ſeem'd to attend- it 7: how 
might God diſpatch his Anocls with Warrants 
f [ontempt aoainſt. us / On, what cati Con= 
[cence lay ! han't we cahily granced the Devil 
hat we. have ſtiſfly denied Chriit >. and be- 
oruecht God, what we have willingly, afd pro- 
dically. beſtowed on our Luſts ? ah, how ſhould 
theſe things pierce our, Souls ro | conſider ! 
Again, by That time we have abtrated all thac 
e have loſt of chat which we have ' done, 
krough ſinful miſcarriages, in the manner, or 
ntheend ; how yery little, will it be, that we 
ha ve been found faichful and diligent in ? 

. In reſpeit of Commiſſion ; What black 
I epions will there meet us here > If we look no 
urther than our Hearts, what an Abyſs of 
lth and Deceit ſhall we find there 2 Our guilty 
E nes have. been, as It were, in Ccoyenant- with 
Lye, What endleſs Catalogues are our T opg wes 
onvidted of « Can we wath our Hayds in In- 
ocency ?, how juſtly may we hold them up at 

ods Barr 3 The miſerable abuſe of our Time; 
Che evil Examples we have laid, as ſnares for 
fthers; Tam numbring now by Thouſands and 
1ll1ons: Oh, our Pride! our Worldlineſs ! 
ur Self-ended neſs | our Cenſoriouſneſs 1 our 
npatience } theſe are ſome of the Generals, 
Inder whoſe arbirrary Command we have 
ielded up our ſelves into ſutj:&tion, Lord / 
that ſad work have we made > whither ſhould 
ewander,were it.not for thy Shepherds Crook? 
hat tears of bloud are ſufficient to teftifie a 
Repentance anſwerable to ſuch Gyilg, >, oh, that 
H God 
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iz yet a tranger:to rrue Repentance;. And ft 
- the aggrayation of this Plague of: our Na. 
tures, conſider the finful.effeRts of it, 
. 24 {n reſpett of onuſſtan, How hath it dead. 
ned thee co all kinds of .dury s eſpecially to the 
moſt {piritual, and felf-denying duties 1 When 
we thould, and ſometimes, when we would 
ood, evil is preſent, and too often prevalent,| 
with. ww. Brethren 1 in the Bo>wels of Chii 
Jeſas, 1 beſeech you, conſider how large an 
Indigtment of this nature, Confeience has on 
xecord ayainlt us; We can't plead ignorance, 
as {ome others, it may be, hope to-do z We hay, 
or- mighc haye known our Maſter's Wll ; It 
hath: not left us one Talent only, but all the 
Treaſures cf bis Houſe ; the unſcarchable riches 
of his Goſpel « He hathnor left uz as ſome ſmal 
Leg atees, bat Heirs and Execators of his wholk 
Will and Tcftamentyz and now, what have we 
to thew for all this ? Here we have been wrang- 
ing abouc Circumſtances and Adminiſtration, 
deſpifing or envying one anothers portion,&lo 
have turned the grace of God into /aſciviouſntſ, 
On, wheie's the Improvement ! where's the En- 
create! the Adyanizge that God will ſhortly call 
for! Remember what was Laodzcea's tempergand 
Whac was Laedicea's curſe Oh,this wrerched,this 
cred Jakewarmneſs 1 how dear isir like to colt 
us!By that time wahave diſcounted what we hart 
I. paſs, through- invincible, nay, ſhall I add, 
through aftected arid groſs Ignorance s hov 
many gracious demands heve we wickedly te- 


pell'd, b.cauſe of ſome diſtaftful; or fleſh-dil 
plet- 
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plealing difficulty thag ſeem'd to attend- it 7: how 
might God diſpatch. his Angels with Warrants 
of [ontempt aoainſt us / Oh, what can Con- 
4 WW cence lay ! han t we eahily granted the Devil 
" what we, have Rtiffly denied Chri{t 2. and be- 
" oricht God, what we have willingly, and pro- 
ſy dically beſtowed on our Luſts ? ah, how ſhould 
Y chelc things pierce our. Souls to conſider ! 
" Again, by that time we have abſtracted all thac 
"NY ire have loſt of that which we have done, 


Hh 

oj e"rough ſinful miſcarriages, in the manner, or 

ce." the hd ; how yery little, will it be, that we 
1 


n haye been found faichful and dilioent in ? 

wy . In reſpett of Commiſſion ; What black 
Fy "Feta will there meet us here ? If we look no 
further than our Hearts, what an Abyſs of 
Filhand Deceir ſhall we find there > Our guilty 
ob Eyes have. been, as it were, in coyenant- with 
Ly, What endleſs Catalogues are our T ougaes 
convidte 2d of « Can we wath our Haxds in In- 
ne nocency ?, how juſtly may we hold them up at 
Gods Barr 3 The miſerable abuſe of our Time; 
uf he evil Examples we have laid, as ſnares for 
" dthers ; Tam numbring now by Thouſands and 
Millions : Oh, our Pride! our Worldlineſs ! 
Dur Self-ended neſs 1 our Cenſoriouſneſs | our 
; chi I wpatiencce ! theſe are ſome of the Generals, 
) nder . whoſc arbicrary Command we have 
yielded up our ſelves into ſubj:C&tion. Lord / 
that ſad work have we made > whither ſhould 


- ve wander,were it.not for thy Shepherds Crook? 
- hat tears of bloud are ſufficient to teftifie a 


Tick ePentance anſwerable to fuch Wyuilc > oh, char 
H God 
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God would preyail with me, and you, and 
every one of his People, to take theſe thing 
into deeper conſideration , than ever { yet we 
have done! Now that God is not only wars. 
zng us with his Word, but warming vs with his 
Rod; how near ſhould it go to ovr very heart 
' tothink what a ſtrange and unpleafing work we 
have put God upon ! Oh, methinks we migh 
hear the ſounding of his. Bowels within hiny 
how loath 1s he to part with us, or to de 
fromvs! How ſhall I give thee up, Epbrain 
how ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael > how ſhal 
make thee as Admah? how ſhall I ſet ths 
Zeboim > Mine heart tu turned withiu me, n 
repentings are kindled together ,, Hof, 11,8 
What dear ingagements of love hath God laid 
upon us > when Iſrael was achild, then I low 
him ; I ta»ght Ephraim alſo to gogtaking thin 
by the arms : But they knew not, that I heal 
chem, The people that will not confader, are; 
nigh unto Curling : oh, that God would noyh 
awaken us, that we might knowthe things that 
belong to our Peace ! When Parents corre 
their children, they do, or ſhould reckon wit 
them, and remember them of thoſe old ſcwr 
whi:h have been paſt by with an angry look; c 
a bare threatning. This is that, my Brethren 
which God is now inſiſting on with us ; nd 
bur that the preſent Provocations are hig 
enough,to have exhauſted a far greater propo 


on of wrath ; but he will have us to know, th;.: 


this is not all he hath to reckon with us for 
there are old miſcarriages behind, which s 
news 


T ne Voce of the Rod. 9g 
never yer accounted for; a thouſand debts and Exod. 
treſpaſſes, which, -it may be, were never once 3334: 
entred on your Books ; How many years war , 
how many years peace ? how many years fcarcis 
ty, how many years plenty ? and how many 
thouſands of 1tems are there ſet under every one 
of theſe heads 2 O ! methinks, the very though 
of theſe things, is enough to amaze us, and ſtrike 
us dead | 

2. We ſhould conjider our Duties. This was 
vood Hezekiah's praftice, 2 King. 20.3, I bes 
zech thee, O Lord, Remember now how 1 have 
walked before thee, intruth, and with a perfett 
heart ; and have done that which # good in thy 
"W/cht, Chriſtian } theſe are things that require 
Why exaReſt examination ; and the rather, be- 
avſe on theſe thou art apt to lean, When all 
thy ourward comforts lie at the mercy of thine 
emies; hither thou thinkeſt to flie, and bes 
Winneſt to look big on thy Durtics s not as to 
heir Mer, but as to their Evidence; Don't 
"Wl! thy hopes ſeem to hang on this pin ? Beſides, 
Wy theſe God hath been more immediately ho- 
ovred, or diſhonoured : Nothing refleQs ſo 
uch -on his honour, eicher to the praiſe oz 
liſpraiſe z as that which participates, or pre- 
ends the neareſt Relation to him- Now make 
"We caſe 5 Suppoſe thou ſhouldſt be miſtaken in 
Why duties, as, *is poſſible; thou mayſt ; what if 
here ſhould be a Flaw found in them at laft, 
Which will ſpoil alt; in what a caſe art thou 
hen ? Cariſt thou believe that there are none ſo 
iſtaken ? © Chriftian t let rae tell thee, Hel 

: Hh 32 is 
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w © Thevoice of the Rod, 
is called the place of Hypocrites, even ſuch x; 
were for the moſt part thus miſtaken, Nay the 


: beſt of Saints, may, mi a great meaſure, be 


miſtaken too; they may overween their: d= 
ties, and mils of much of that peace and ſuppor 
they expected in a day:of tryal 5 therefore 
bring thy duties to the Teſt, and cry:them. thele 
three waves. 2X 

rt. By the Principle from which they han 
proceeded, Canft thou truly "ſay with the Ayc- 
He, 2Cor, 1.12. Thus ts our rejoyctng, the 
teftimory of our Conſcience, that in ſemplicu) 
and godly fincerity, and. not with fleſhly mi. 
' dom,*brit bythe grace of God, we have had on 


' Converſation in the world, *Tis poſlible, ther 


may bea carnzl rcjoycing, in a falſe ſuppoſition; 


| bur, artthou ſure thy rejoycing is nor in vain! 
*Huth Duty proceeded! from a Principle of Lox 


and Obedience, and filial awful Reſpe& uni 
God >” Hath his Sovercien Command, and the 
conſcience of Duty, been the Terminns 2 qu! 
Can you look back on your dutics, and appel 
to. God, that all this: hath been done in 1 
humble obedience to his command ? Had Se 
love, or Blind Cuſtom, ,or Slayiſh Fear, nc 
hand, nor- intereſt in them ? Thcſe are q 
tions that God and Conſcience can bel 
anſwer, 

2. By the Rule, by which they have been 
refed. Hath the Word of God been cy Rul 
in a!l thy duties, not only of Solemn Worlhy 
but of thy Calling and. Relation 2? in all 


cran/aCtions: of thy Common, and Civil Al 
fairs 


T he voice of the Rod. 
firs? "Arid hath this Rule had a Cafting-Voice 
aohinft all the Yotes of carnal Reaſon and Inte- 
reſt > "Haſt chou us'd the Word of God, as chy 
Rule'? As many as walk: according tothis Rule, 
peace be on them, Gal, 6,16, Hath it been 
your Walking-ſtaff,:a Rule at hand where-ever 
you go? A Carpenter, (you know ) is diſtir» 
ouithied much, by the &#/e he carries in his hand; 
which is not only: for" his ſupporc, bur for the 
meaſuring and trying of any work he may 
meet with in his walk ? And ſhall a dryftick 
be of more uſe and ſervice in the hand of a Car. 
penter, than this O/rve-gree, whoſe labour nee 
yer fails, in che hand of a Chriſtian! But, as 
for me, my feet were almoſt gone + my ſteps had 
well nigh flipt, ſayes the Pialmiſt, wntil I went 
into the Sanftuary of God : then underſtood I 
their end, Pſal, 73. 2. 17. This is a tryed 
ſtaff in ſuch caſes 3 thou may(t depend upon it, 
and truſt thy life and foul with it ; if it break 


{under chee, or ſtart afide with thee, or any way 


deceive thee, Without thy horrible abuſe of 
It, then never belieye God more, As for God, 
his way us perfett: the Word of the Lord ts 
tryed: he is a Buckley to all thoſe that truſt in 
hin, Plal, 18. 30, And again; Is nor thy whole 
life one continued courſe of work ? Whether ye 
ear, or drink, or whatſoever ye do, ye miſt do 
by rule; eat and drink by rule, and fl:ep by 


Wvle, 121k by rule, and woik by rule, Where- 


withs} ſhall 4 young man cleanſe hs way? by 


Waking bred thereto, according to thy word, 


Plal, 119, 9, Thoſe char will work for God, 
H 3 mult 


Woo, MA Fore WrbTRod. * 
— S"*I big} called theplate of: Hporrites,” every fuch as 
+1-"t 2 vere for th& moſt pattthurmiliaken, Nayy 
« beft of Saints, Tay! am. ©Igrear- meaſure;1/be 
*miftakty t09'; "they" may overween: theim ds 
ties, ajid'mws of mich of that peace.and-ſappor 
"they *exþ68Kd/ 7in - a" day rofurryaly -.cherefore 
bring thy Uuties roche Toft; Und cry:therd; thei 
three Wdyes) oo 2321/0075 ooo nt; 21 ods 
1, By the Principle from which thty hay 


proceeded; Canft thou wirulymſaywithrehe Ay 
Me, 2:Cor,-1.7 2. :T bis 25 our refoze Mig the 
"Heflintory "four Conſriente, ther i foplici 
"and" godly Facerity,"and: ince. its: flefpiy; wi. 

ori; \bat bythe gracr of: God, we buve. had vii 
*Convirſatias in rhe world, | *Tis poſſible, ther 
"ray be a"tatnal rejoyoing,cim a: falle ſuppoſition 


: bur, *artthou/ ſure rhy;requycing is nbc an yain! 
*Hath Diity'proceeded from a Principle of -Lox 
and Onedience, and filial awful ReſpeR nu 
God 2*Hath- his Sovercign'Command, and t* 
conſcience of Dury,; been the Term 3-gui 
Can you Jook back on your duties; and: appal* 
0+ God,- that all /this:bath! been done in at 
hurhble obedience to-his command ?:;Had, 
Tove, 6r. Bliad Cuftow, ,or- Slayiſh Fear', nt 
hand, nor-/intereſt in'them- ?.Thcſe are que 
Rijons 'that God and'-Conſcience - can bel 
anſwer; | 2.9109 of! 
-i ' 2,” By the Rule, by whichthey have been ds 
refted; Hath the Word of God been hy Ril 
in all-thy-duties, notvonly of Solemn'/Worſhip 
but of thy Calling. and. Relation? irj all; 
traniaCctions: of thy: Common, and © Civil Ai 
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fAd#2ASrarh thi? Rule had 2 Caſtings) ice 
oft af the' Vote 0f carnal Reaſarand Inte« 
"YPhſFcbou us'dYhe Word of /Gqd; as thy 
Rl? fs aany'as walk: according to2hus Rule, 
peabe'bt 09 them, 'Gal,'6,'16.' , Hath' ir been 
-— pp oo ergns at handrwhete-ever 
yotf60? "A Carpertery (you know) is diſtir» 
Ne etdnby by ha Rale he cartiesin his hand; 
whjth'is not only: for2his: ſupporc, bur. for:the 
meaſtiting and trying © of. any: work .he- may 
meet Wich'in his walk # And ſhall-a diy ftick. 
be&f hore uſe and ſervice in the hand of a Car. 
[\{yedeer, thaw this O/ive-rree, whoſe \labour. ne 
yet'fails, in -che hand of a Chriſtian 1 But, as 
forme, my feet were almoſt gone + my ſteps had 
well #igh flipe, ſayes the Plalmiſt, until 1 went 
ints'the Sanftuary of God : then underſtood I 
their end, Pal. 73; 2.17. This is a tryed 
Riff in ſuch caſes z thou mayſt depend upon it, 
, peg rut thy life and ſoul with it ;' if it break 
linder chee, or ſtart afide with thee, or any way 
deceive rhee, without thy horrible abuſe of 
It, then never belieye God more, As for God, 
his way us perfeft: the Word of the Lord is 
tryed: he is a Buckler to all thoſe that truſt in 
bm, Pal, 18, 30. And again; Is not thy whole 
W life one continued courſe of work > Whether ye 
eat, or drink , or whatſoever ye do, ye muſt do 
by rule; eat and drink by rule, and ſlzep by 
Wi ule, ra1k by rule, and work by rule, Where- 
withal ſhall 4 young man cleanſe by way? by 
Wicking heed thereto, according to thy word, 
Plal, 119, 9. Thoſe char will work for God, 
H 3 mult 
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ha . FeR 
muſt work by Gods Rule 4 Ghoſt. worh, with or; 
ver vie under a crocked, and blind eyes. and.in 
acrocked, and unhappy hand. Now 'canfide, 
how l-ave'yqu employ? your Rule ? the Trade. 
man will unde1 ttand every Figure and Point 
his R'1le; and; the uſeof it; haye you-thus in- 
prov'd your Judgments about it doth the wm 
of Chrift awell in you richly, in all miſdey 
Col, 3,'16, Hath ic been; a Commanding, : 
Tiansforming Rule ? have. you, orb 
beheld your ſelves in this'G/aſs, thag you ar 
ghanged into the ſarfie Image, fromplory togh 
ry, a by the Spirit of the Lord} 2 Cor, 3.14, 
Ha'ne it been a Rule to talk, and to-xepron 
others; to cenſure your'brethren, and. to cov- 
demn ycur enemies, rather than to reform. you 
ſelves by > Hith' it been your only rule > han! 
your own habituated Lufts, and Wills, alli 
C:ftomes, been as mich your rul as .this! 
Han'*tche Gene of the Times, the ExamplesdWi 
Great ones, or thy Byas of thy IntereR, beens 
much thy Rule, as any ching elſe > oh, that Gol 
would (er your Conſciences on work, to ſear 
theſe things our } 

3. Bythe end unto which they have been « 
firned, Theglory of God ( I know ) and you 
own Salyation, is ch? End and D:(ign that yal 
own + Ay, burtinaylI ask you ſecrecly, Hath thy 
been your very end in. earnelt ? the rerminuſifi 
ad quem, of all your Duties and Endeavour i 
Con you appeal ro God,” who knoweth a 
ehings, thar this is true? and dare you venture 


you. ſouls upon it ? Ph, that I could {ay ſo roo 


a 


x09? oy 
pot gp 


DEER clſe, whichghou'art oh 
to own, rg Rood Captain in 


what elſe mean theſe fel aeeribue 

hy offret: ſelf ons Fg ? this (elf. ſeeking, 

bl king 2 .han*; Gods glory hung like 
" Rey by thee, t2 coyer chat which thou are 
mould app ppear'! Oh, Chriftian ! 
ole ſay if all chy ducies ſhould be 
pen all thy hopes loft, and that which now 
ports thee, ſhould at.laſt undo thee > The 
im? is at hand, that God will t1y. what our 
ids have been ; oh, that I could preyail with 
ny ſelf, and you, to be before hand with God 

n this great Search ! 

3. We ſhould conſider our Graces ; and 


17 


t 
1, For the truth of them, Thy Aſſurance 
| the truth and reality of thy grace, will be thy 


ſt ſupport under ſinking Providences. The 
ime-may come, that thou mayſt have nothing 
1 th& world thou canſt call thine own, but 
hat thou haſt within, and above; When St. 
Peters advice may be more.in ſeaſon with 
heey 2 Pet, 1,10, Grve all diligence, to maks 
Calling and Eleftion on Conſider, 
dreadful a caſe would it be, ſhould you be 
Wumbred at laſt among choſe, that now you 
harould look upon as Gou's and Your enemies ; 
all your diſtin@ions and diſtances (ſhould ya- 
iſh at the Grave, and when your veils are gone, 
Sor infide (hould be like ſome. of theirs > IF 
Wiey upbraid you with hypocrite nov, how 
\ by may they do ir wr ? wich what aftoniſh- 


4 _ ing 


ng Mane Wit thby%be £ oupl'd- nþ "WAR hate 
tharrighy) perſceute” thie > 'v = Pint wr 
_ ;Xholi *accounteRt "jncolerable” Alaniger, | Chall 
be rrue, andGod I' (half wi neſs foul 
whe wotfd; 'that thine enemies wet tier miſe 
ken in/thte? oh how'ean w: be ferious'rtlough, 
in- a bafineſs of- ſo ined Gateina: 
ſet:thy <aſe-be what: it will, 'ewill $ worth thy 
pains to know ir,” COT 
i 12; Poy the growth of them, What increaſe 
have'we made'of our Mafter's ralents ? By the 
prowth, we may gueſs ar the the rruth of grace, 
The path of the ju, 1s as the ſhining tight tha 
meth more and more unto the perfett day, Pro, 


l *" + . . & "_ l __ 
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4.18. Confider, what means” and helps ya 
have had : where's that you have to ſhey foral 
your Sabbaths, Oitimances, and Dunes? a lit 


tle growth, it may be, in the head, like childrn 
in the Rickets » bur, where's thar Humiliry: ; - 
Self-denjal, that Heaventy-mindedneſs” 

' Patience, Charity, and univerſal at 
chac Inward, and SpirituaP growth, that gromt 
at the Hearr, and.at the Root, wherein ehe Life 
and Power' of Chriſtianity doth confift > Hah 
your growth been proportionable ? Propo: tion 
able ro the means you have enjoyed 2 how har 
your Crops paid the charge of all tha: Husvar 
dry and Pa tence, that hath been laid Gut aha 
you ? Proportionable, each part to other ? hat" 
your Zzal- out=:un your Knowledge > or you 
Knowledge overgrown your Love > God 
growng ry ct 's a Building ftly framedth 
gerner, Eh, 2.21. Not like Nebuchadne: 


t- 2,475 
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ull of WE ng. go us Fe heen an ig 
TY : reour way 1 and his Fenda T; "which-gplohe. 6, 
oh, be one [pee oil RAN TO oup umble, .and ſhame us ; 


war now, houſe of If acl. Are Fad. RAT: 
thy gual? ? arenot your wayes ueqaal 2 Ezo8. 1 

25. 0, lerus fit down POW, and confidex, w ere . 
eaſe he inequality, the unrighceouſne!s lies. that. 
the i m1gity bgve your Fathers found in, mit, that 
ace, We hey 47 £9ut farr from me? Jer..2..5; Have 
tha $A, *J. your wayes, according to. my laſt 
Jitetiqn? and haye you dealc choraw y..and 
mparcially witch'your ſelycs in ic? iffo let me 
k you,” Whar think .ye > * Where's "the faulc 
ow 2"TF the inequality be on your part,..as. I am 
Wore you baye found ic, jF. you have found, iy at 
, that !!; Ochen, reſt nor here, '20-.on, until you,haye 
rhaÞrought It ro ſome bappy iflhe, Conſider, how 
ng hath God waited? how many wayes, hath 
erryed 2 how. hath he proffer'd, at this time, .'+...+- 
nd at that time, and yet hath forborn ? how | 
ten hath he drawn his ſword upon, us ?, and 
t hath put it up again, and could not,, for his 
uy, ftrike 3 even as we haye proffer*d.to re. 
m_, arid yet we have plaid faſt and looſe with 
im, like a broken, and deceicful Bow, And 
ow, what a Compaſs is he fetching, ro humble 
5! H:re weare complaining, how ill it is with 
> ; oh, where is our peace, our liberty, our 
enty, and the plory of God, in his Worſhip 


ad Ordinances, become 1 Who. would have 
thought 


-. 


- 
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thought that ever it would have come to this 
Bur, alas ! we are blirid, we can't ſee the cloud 


riſing, till it begin to fall abour our ears 3 Why! 


theſe things, nay, and it maybe, more than 
theſe, have been foreſeen by ſome, whoſe ey 
were in their heads, and foreteld too; and ye 
now we' are come with our Nox pstarammn, 
Who would have thonght it > Why ! who would 
not haye thought it > who could ever have hop! 
that, God would proſper a Building on ſuch a 
Bottow, and in ſuch Hinds ? who would won. 
der 'to' fee a Houſe tumble, when Blood, and 


_ Tregchery, and Oppreſſion, and Self-ſeeky, 


N, 34 1thou- 
ſands have 
been ſacyi- 
ficed tothe 


0 the 


Sword, 


and Deceit, and ( ovenant-breaking , lay the 
Foundation of it ?- and all this, though ſeen by 
ſome, yer lamented, as ic ought, by few ; at leak, 
by thoſe that knew not how to help it : We 
may wonder rather, that it is with us as iti 
And now theſe two years, or more, hath God 
had 'us on the Hip, like poor Iſaac, bounh 


aud fretcht «pon the woods Who, What is it, hath 
prevented hitherto, that we haye not been oi 


fer'd in Sacrifice ? Can we think that our r&- 


pentings, our humiliacions, our perſonal, family, 


or heart reformations, have done it > oh, thit 
it were ſo! oh, that it were indeed ſo / But that 
which I chiefly aim at, under this Head, is this: 
Walk with Gd, in the way of his Providence; 
keep thine eye alwaicsupon him ; follow him 
as farr as Faich can trace him ; take all thelt 
things, as che wiſe, and righteous, and merciful 


8's FO = <.SD 
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iſſues of his all=diſpoſing Counſel and Gover-Si 


nance; look on thy ſelf as a pigce of Cliy 


\The.weice of the Bod. x 
s 1 on. Gods Wheel; and lex every eurwof this flyi 
ud wheel, help forward Gods deſign of grace upd 
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4. Laſtly, we muſt conſider what it is" that 
God aims ar in us, and expects from vs ; This 
leads me to the following part of the Yojce, and 
will be more fully anſwer*d, jn chat which re. 
mains to be ſpoken on this Sabjef : Wherefore, 
I-(hall add the leſs to this Branch. Are we eyer 
ike to anſwer Gods Ends, as long as we cannot, 
2x will not, conſtder what his Ends are F Sure, 
tis 8, yain to give L2ws or Ordinances ro dead 
a, or mad men; ſuch as are incapable of any 
erious conſideration, The Aim of the Rod, 
ngeneral, is this : viz, A Goſpel, and Spiti- 
alt, Wuzl conformity co the Image, and revealed Will 
We:Wpf God. This is the grand defign of his Word, 
tis Wnd of all his Providences and Ordinances; to 
00 Wenew that Image and Power in us, by theſecond 
wn Adam, which we had loſt in the firſt Adam, He 
ath pave ſore Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome 
0 WEvanpel ſtr, ſome Paſtorsaud T eachers,for the 
tie Werfetting of the Saints, for the edifying of the 
ly, Wody of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 12, 13. That we might 
tht Brow 1p 2uto him 311 all things, which 1s the Head, 
chat Woes Chriſt, ver. 15. Sufferings are part of our 
01s: Wonformiry ro Chriſt, who was 4 man of ſor« 
uct ; Fows, and acquainted with grief, Ifa, 53, 3.and 
hin ſhe means and way of our conformity to him in 
heperfeftion of Grace ; who was made perfetF 
rough ſufferings, Heb. 2.10, Perfect, as $0 
is Ofice, though not as to his Nature, Wheres 
t is all things it behoved him to be made like 
wile 
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Fi yotls 1 of the'b0l. 


[ane he i ehe'b 4 miriifit 
and tot Wriyes high rieſt, ver."17.* "He bart 
-as the Condie ox of..our peace ; but we;zs 
am hment « of © our fi in, and the Metbirint of 

Spuls. Thus y '0u have heard the firſt Voie 
7; e Rodin order Ic would. cabfe you ti 
, and thus to conſider,” Bar if you reſt 
Te nd go no farther, you do no pnyjore than 
che, Sluggard, whoſe. Field is curſed with 
bat ng and. Nett/es ; 'you' may rub' up your 
yes, and draw ahide) your curtains, and let ns 
i lichc, and tell over the Dreams and Shad: 
t at, , $0:ke difquieted, or beguil*d you, throuhlo 
The paſſages of thenight; and yet while you keep 
your eds ſtill, and fold Jour hands, for anothaMg, 
Nap, , you « do bir agoravate the: provocation, 
and cauſe God to double his Rroaks, both for n 
number and weighr, Hath God called ns to v8 
idle ? Riſes let wy be going 3 we are lookt fat be 
in the Vineyard ; © one hour's {lumber now 
- hath more ſhame, and guilt, and danger dr 
than three at Midnight, Know therefore, i '$ 
the nex* place, et 
2, The Rod c ills for univerſal Reformatuney: 
Amend your wapyes, and your doings, ſayes God Pet 
Fer.-7. 3. And throughly amend your wajtifen, 
and JA doings : throughly execute Fudgmifhaſ, 
between a man and his ueighbour, ver. 5. SiSWCre 
God will make through=work with us,before hh» 
leaye us ; either he will throughly reform Us, "far: 
throughly ruine us, He hath now ſtripr us froſW . 
head to foot, and hath even ſet us as in the iſh 5, 
that we were born ; ſure, he incans not to wallh 
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tr bur will pay ſpread his: Plaifter © 
prtece Sore, "He. bach. Ch WR 
che. Red. Sees Where, be. will. baptrze- 445 ink 
Clind,: and (diftinguih who axe, o: Egype, an 
who; 2r& of 1/r4e/ 3 nay ,. who are. of 7ſ+aet, 
and who are Iſrael indeed,. Now-this Uniyerſa- 
icy FElpeets, IMs} tr 43s SER ns wn 
[.*? "Thy SudjeR. wenn lon 
The Obje&. Sd 
' 1. The: Swbyett, Every part, and power: bf 
Soul. and! Boſſy, muſt pps, under the, Fa/ler:s 
nds. 74e1d.your ſelves ( wihouc any fe." 
0ns;-.0r;;Feſerves). wnto God, gs. theſe that ave 
we-from the. dead ; and yaur memvers, 4s 11 
iraments. of . Righteouſneſs , .unto God, Rory. 
5, 13.: All that was out of Frame, mylt be [ 7 
ihe (9K 96 
x tights-again, If one 2-hgel; .or che leaſt Þ7s 
damſeplac'd ;. if the mol indiſcernable motions 
be impeded , the, whole Frame, thoug other= 
yes, 'neyer ſo. glorious. or elaborate, js xen- 
dred utterly ,uſeleſs and, unſeryiceable, *Shpuld 
| in6f&here, on a diftint Commegt on. the ſe 
eral, diſoxders,, weakneſſes, and .po!lucions of 
vety particular Faculty. and Member. 1 might 
eem to treſpaſs on wy Text, and abuſe, my in- 
ended brevity. Onely;;let me tell you, as I 
Waſs ; The reformed Creature muſt be 2-,new 
reature 4. and the new Creature muſt be new- 
om; and the Child new-born hath every 
art and Jimb alike new ;. not only a new Head, 
vr anew. Tongue, but a new Heart, a new Eye, 
"Þ new .Will, a new Conſcience, new Aﬀecti- 
15, new; Feet, new hands, new within, and 
| new 


Vid 


"FG FBewoice of thr Rd. 

new without. 1f py as be in'Chyifh. be 
tel Creature: old things ave paſt away 1b 
bold,” all things are become mew, 4 Cor; y;11] 
The. Cortuption is univerſal; arid fo” muſt the 
Refiicucion be : the dcad man is nll dead ; and 
To when life comes, it is univerſal-; rota in tory, 
& tota in qualibet parte, Lord, net my feet tn. 
ty, ſayes Peter, but my hands, 'anil my heal. # 
oh, I 3s 9, | 

2. TheObjeft, "Tis tot enough to lopp off: 
ſprout or two of fin, bur ir muſt be cleanſed | 
by the Roots, Cur theſe Brumb1#3, and y: 
ſhall have three for one, prune them abor 
ground, and they grow che ' ſtronger at th 
roots, Ah, my Brethren ! is this all you hax 
done > What though your Chrrch-parh , n 
your Market-path be free from thoſe Byambly 
that your Neighbours ftamble not at themy%ye 
the Field is overgrown, and God hath nothing 
to ſow, at leaft, to grow there, O, fir dom 
and confider, what fins haye you been partia 
larly and perſonally convinc'd ef ? Can yc 
name me the Lnfts that you hays ſer up for you 


Mak, - the ruine whereof, you are reſol yd; inf*5, 


the Rirength of God, to ſeek ; anid again! 
which, you will die Fighting or Triumphitg 
Anſwer me here, and then ler me ask again 
Whar is the fins thou art thus out with 7 ant 
whence ſprung thy ftrife with -it 2 Ts it ſon 
fcanda tous fonl abomination > Drunkenneſs, 
may be, or Aduftery,or T hefc, or Taſe-bearins 
Or any the like things, of evil report amongiF* 


the ſoberer ſort of carnal men ? *is true, c<&F 
thing 


wSEWSTH, + 4 ay 
© "The voice of the Red. 
things"are 2 grief to every godly heart, to be- 
bold in others ; much more, if their own., Now 
tell me, Chriſtian, are cheſe the fins thou find- 
& thy ſ{c1f moſt guilty of, and addictcd to 3 or 
doſt thou ſeem to bear them ſuch a ſplecn, be- 
cauſe they are the fins of others, and he ewe 
not like to refleRt on thy ſelf? If this be ir, 
Publicans and. Harlots may be in a fairer wy 
to Reformation than than, Haſt thou duely 
ſearche thy own heart > what haſt thou found 


there, chat chou cant thus reſolve againſt 2. haſt 


thou mark*d our the King of Iſrael, thy ac- 
uſtomed, and moſt endeared ' Luſt; and 
uſte: e1 thy ſtrength, and ſevereſt charge 


Where > haſt chou found Thy Enemy, Thy Ini- 
ity ?. Canſt chou go freely to thy heart, and 


0 all the privy, and ſubdolous Receſles of it, 


0d pull our thence, thact ſecret, ſpiricual,. and 
molt indiſcernabl: Pride , that hidden and 


ainted Idol of Covetouſneſs , that Feſuited 
[raitor of Unbelief, thoſe circumciſed Sheche- 
tes, that are there, like Toads our of their 


Mioles, and hew them in pieces before God 2 


" f ill ſaye us, nor yet comfort us long, unleſs we 
o.and ſuffer, according to the full,and crue in- 
neand meaning of the Reyealed Will of God g 

Wo lop off a forward, ſcourging Luft here, and 

i ſon} $0» and graft? it again on another Jock by, 


hint 
9210 
7 a 


nels, 
earin 


LION 


s, Chriſtian ! *tis not doing, nor ſuffering, 


the propagation of fin, not the reformation. of 
© Sinner, Oh, Sirs t I would nor for all the 
ork; you (hould be miſtaken s *tis as much as 
Fur own Souls, and the Crown of my rejoy- 


'3 : 
chins cing 


a. . b/ p 94 y Nejer 
AQ hen Ons Your Toe 
7 ie that bis People ſhogld buniil 
\ Hhimſthoes greatly "sinder | his might. haul 
VJ62725. Cut of thine hair, O Feruſalm, 
"ann. caſt it away, and take up a lament ation os 
"'bioÞ plares 3" far. the Lord hath Pejefted t| 
genergtion of his wrath, And Jam. 4.10 
Hutmb[e your ſelves it the fot of the Lon 
and he thall lift you wp. So, 1 Pet. 5:6, Ham 
heat ſelves thiifort, wwder the mighty hai 
"of "God; that be may exalt jou, in due tim 
This'T$"the ,propgts and dire Voice of t& 
:Rod 77f 3MiRions be dirizal, as you. han 
'HeardP what more natural 1ferences may w 
deducefrom it 2 why hath God brought dow 
the 'gtter ran, but that he might humble tia 
Toner man ?{For tht day of the' Lord of tuft 
ſhall be tipoyy every one that us proud and lift 
and upon every one tht # lifted up, "and he h 
be 'bronghr low, Ia. x, 12. God wilt cauſe th 
Ront- hearts of the world to ftodp, and mak 
thein know ir js in vain to magnifie themſele 
againſt their Maker, Know therefore, that whe 
ever: Got hath co do'with thee 1h ſich ways! 
theſe, he bath a ſpecial eye on- thy Pride, for 
hath ' ſaid; God reftzrh the prod; Jam. 4.6 
Neither is thy forced external hugjiliation,* 
noveh; to be humbled, and ro be humPRe, af 


s' wide difference, 'A Pharaoh, an Ah; 
ay lye under a Force, and under all theit” / 
mikiatidn ,"'be as proud as'ever, . "Tis not 
0 bear an AﬀfliQion, though ( it may 
) with ſome commendable inraſure of pa=- 
ence; *ris not the 'hanging of thy head Kke 
Bitt-raſh, nor thy reſolute cocgmpe of 
ie Croſs, thatwill commend chee before Gods 
he iron/may look like Gold while «tis in the 
e, and yer- it is but Iron till; as ſoon as 
e hear is oyer, it returns to its old form'; ohy 
y brethren 1 if you will learn any thing, if 
"Wu will ge. any ching by the Rod, learn to 
Imble your ſelves under ir. 


4, God expefts that hs People ſhould ftir up 
tmſelver; to lay hold of him, Shall we let 
Wr Father go, before he hath bleſſed us 2 


Woe unto uw when -hon departs from we, Hoſ, 

W 1:2. Don'c we know and profeſs, that all 

r hopes and happineſs are bound up with 

P PP! wm P 

c 0m? and can we ſee him gozng, and our 

Warts not mele within us # oh, my Soul | ſhall 
1912) loſe him thus / can we ſee him turning his 

1c ck upon vs, and taking his laſt Farewel of 

and' our Souls not dye for very grief > O 

gland ! haſt thou not a few Names yet, that 

"Winot, that will not, part wich their God ſo # 

v1, that 1 could melt into a cloud of Tears, and 

WV ſprinkled on the hearts and eyes of my care- 

$ Brethren ! O Blind ! Blind England | Mee 

- 4-"Woks I ſee Lo-amm and Lo-ruhamah written 

"Þ the doors of thy Santtuaries, and thie abu- 
Me, Yi Sampſon of divine Patience laying hold 3 

i I e 


he voige of the Red: 


| gs aps itz, Lord God, what wilt th 
vir Us and not ariſe? mi 
Hou tarn away, ard not return 2, Q Father 


Wiltthou = eniake;thy children with the 
with whom wilt thou. leave. usand, our li 
ones ? who thall each. us? who ſhall feed w; 
who will protec; us? who will care for v 
what, will become of.us? oh 1..let us dye i 
* thine Arms before chou go - 1f thou wilt not. 
if thou, wilt not tay with us, ler.us ©0 Whe 
thou! goeſt, and dye, that we may be with the 
Crowns nor Kingdoms ſhall nog tempt us: 
cariy behind thee ; thou haſt our hearts, 
our life ts hid in thee; if thou leave us, 
dye,. + Oh, Sirs 1 3f rhere be "ny thing of t 
[1 % of love of, God in youg it ever youdd 
or Ever mean, to pray. more ? now pray | 
you ] have any power with God, any relation! 
him, any incereft_in him, by Chrift 7 nc 
plead 1t, and improve it; if you can do 
thing, now try what you can do- to help 
Mazvel not at my Paſſion, Brethrenz I «a 
loak up towards H:aven, and think of a « 
pa ring God, but that I could even breathe« 
ny very Soul after him z 1 can't think on 
poor children , -and thoſe yet unborn. of ya 
and what is like ro. become of them tens 
years hence; if the glory of Iſrael, and t 
power of godlineſs {hould now depart fr 
us ; bur jc cuts my heart with pity for ther 
and cin ycHl, altogether hold your peace att 
rime ? certainly, *tis no ſuch indifferent caſe 
the world accounts it, Who will plead 

GO 


' Thetwhee of che Rod. | oy 7 
_— > E 
theſe Dunghil. Birds ec a due rate-on 
wels 3 what 1s thy beloved mere than ants Can; s. 62 | 
ther- beloved? they can ſee no (ſuch beauty in | 
him, nor advantage by him, that they ſhould 
defire bim 3 their Cornsand Wine, and Luſts, 
are-beerer co chem than all cthac is in God or 
Chriſt 3 and are thefe the perſons then chat are 
like:to appeaſe a. provoked God, and co hold 
him with-us # 'You can't loſe a Child, a Wife, 
4 Husband;' a dear Friend, or any outward 
comfort or enjoyment, without ſome tears or 
crouble-; and \ican you part with God; the 
foantain of all: theſe, nay, of all good, with 
feſs trouble-and care of heart > Gord your 
ſelves,” and lament, ye Procfts: howl ye Mums 
fersof the Altar : come lye all might in ſack- 
aoth, ye Mimfters of my God, Joel. 1.13, Te 
that make mention of the Lord, held not your 
peare day ner. night, keep not  filence, and 
give him no refit, till he eftabliſh; and, til 
he make Fernſalem a praiſe in the earth, 
Ia.62.6, 'F | 
'F: God expett; we ſhould rtnew our Cove- 
nant with him, See the holy and pious zeal of 
Ezra and his people in the like caſe g after thac 
God had begun to turn the Captivity of his 
people under (rms, Darin, and Artaxerver, 
and had wonderfully reftored them with # 
ſtrange 8nd unhop'd>for deliverance, ſee chap. 
9.1. The Princes came unto Exra, ſaying, 
T he people of 1ſrael, and the Priefts, and t 
Leoites, have not ſeparated themſelves jr 
| I xz fo0 


a6 — ThePoicr of the Rid. 
b the people of the lands; -=="For they have taken 
of their Daughters for themſelves, and for they 
. » ſons $=-- which: they were ewprefly forbidden 
to do, Dewt;"743. On this report,» ſee how his MI 
Joyal zeal did burn for Gods FhenT heard thu 
thing, I'rent my garment, and my mantle, and 
| Mats off the bair'of my head, and of my beard, 
and ſate "down aftonied, ver. 3, "And then ha- 
vying prayed in a moſt humble, and patherical 
manner, when he had confeſſed weeping, and 
erſting himſelf down before the houſe of "God 
nay, the people wept very ſore, chap, 10. 1, 
Now. therefore, ſay they; let” #s' make 4 Ci 
venant with our God, to put away alt the wives, 
and ſuch as are born of them, according to th 
counſel of my Lord, and thofe' that ' tremble ai 
the commandment of our God, and let it Wc. 
done according to the' Law, ver. 3, Here's 
nor'enly their Conſideration, Confefſion, Re- 
pentance, 'Reformartion ; - bur their Solemn 
Covenant; for they (ware, ver. 57 for the per 
petual remembrance, and "confirmation of it, 
Oh, that there'were ſuch a ſpirit in- the heart 
of our Ezra's! and in the hearts of our 1! 
xael 1: Lt us once n'ore make a Coyenant with 
God;if any thing- be like-to ftay him with 
. people, *is his Covenant. For he# a God that 
keeprth Covenant and Mercy for them that lon 
him and obſerve his Command ments, Neh. 1.5 
Me never didz nor ever will, break-his Coyenant 
of mercy, with "thoſe that keep their Covenant 
of love and+ obedience with him « oh then! 


L:t.us vow \and pay unto the Lord our Gu 
. Pſal 


— 


i houbiev of thi Bed. - 
Plal; 76...1 1, Sexthe bleſſed effe&s of Hſe's 
Covenant , when they {ware with./all: ther 
hrart, -and with all their ſol, 2 Chro. 15,12, 
t3,1t4. Here I: wight tell you what the mare, 
-k&x-of owt Covenant ſhould be 3} bur: char-I*m 
fure it is not for- want of comperent helps, if 
-you are ignorant, Thar which 1 have:to ſay at 
preſent, 15, only to mind you of what Lpre= 
[hg you kfiow';"thatis, If you have: ſworn in 

faithfulneſs, nay, though -on'y your Baptiſmal 

vow be upon you, | you have ingag*d for your 
fineere, willing, and impartial obedience to the 
whole revealed Will of God, {both/ im-mattersof 

Fiith and Practice, with all' the ſpecies; and 

nceffary conſequences eflencially or integrally 
bdonging 'to this obedience, Now confider, in 
what ſpecial reſpes you haye broken this Co-» 
nant, and draw ib out on the Tables of your 

* Whcarrs ; nay, were it in writing, ro. berevyer 
tept for a Memorial and Remembrancer by, you, 
might wonderfally adyancage your” End ; 

nd then humbly and ſolemnly offer ic unto 

e gracious acceptance of God, in the name of 

brit, T might further add, with what ſeri- 
wneſs, faichfulneſs, conſideration, reſolution, 
milicy, ſelf-denial, we ſhould renew our bro- 
ban Covenant with him : Bat I intend not to 
large, All that I haye yet to ſay co this 
ranch, is but this ; Be convinc'd of your groſs 
nanWrach- of Covenant, and - your ex:reme, and 
NaN Wbſolure need of making up chis breach ;- Sir 
hen Won, and tudy thoſe dreadful miſchiefs, that 


GodMillcertainly and ſp:edily enſue thoſe broken 
Pal 13 and 


and forfcired Bonds. wow. od, rs dif. 
gaf*d, man hes 1n a deſperate cale. a 
_ that /is not. made - on. dut Cie, 
is never like to hold long ;7 if the Bowds be 
drawn and ſeal'd, and yer the. debt not heani. 
ly acknowledged , *tis never likely to be ho. 
neftly paid by ſuch beggarly and paulcry Deb. 
rors 25 weare. . 
- 6, God expetts ſomething extraordinary 
from his people, under extraordinary Proyi- 
dences, 'Weare weighed in che Balaxce, and 
are found wanting: Our Falſe Balance and 
Sernt Meaſure, is convicted before God and 
now he will-no longer: be_ thus ſerv'd. by us; 
The Whip is upon vs, andthe Spmr in- our fides 
and ſhall we not .mend' our. .Pace ?- The. Fire 
refines the Gold, and gives ir-8p extraordinary 
luſtre, and are we aliogecher, 2s the houſe of 
Ifrael, become Dreſs > All they are Braſs, anl 
Tin, ard lron, and Ltad, in the midiF of thi 
Farnace, they are even the tdroſs of folurr, 
Ezek, 22.18. to 33, Will not che Furnace 
melt, nor -cl&ariſe us? Shall we-come forth as 
black and as foul as ever? asproud, as covetois; 
a3 ſenſual, as carnal, as careleſs, as crooked and 
deformedas ever 2 Will any one think we are 
more than painted, counterfeit Fire,. when the {We 
Storms and Bcilo'vs will work no change, nor 
ftirr +che Blames in us ? ob, -how ſhould car 
Faith ſhine, our Love, our Patience, our Humi- 
liry, our Z:al, our. Heavenly-mindedneſs, and 
every grace, | like the glariouſly beſpangled 
Stars in their proper Spheres and Orbs,- in "a 
#, | Freeze 


 Therundth tu, _ 
freeving, and Winters night 7 If eyer you ity 


o-Meend'your light ſhall ſhine- chat others may ſee 
vs, Wcmow let it appear.ro them that ficin datk. 
be Wiieſs. /Well, my Brethren} God will, not now 
ti- pe content wich our old; fornial, heartleſs devs 
10- ions; -vur latne zeal,” our-crippl'd obediences 


pur lukewarm love, our pur-blind faich,, ous 
ender-$kin*d' patience, 'our carnal hcavenly- 
indedneſs; ' He hath broken our peace ,-ro 
reak ovir? pace'; and, if this won't do, he will 
louble his ' blows, or ( which is worſe ) will 
eave us by the way, to periſh under our bnrs 
len, God will haye ſomething now mort 
han ordinary, 
By way of Reſignation ; 
By way of Reſolutiob. 

r. B, way of Reſignation ; Double thy Sa. 
ifice; -I mean not thy Jewith or Ceremonial ; 
ut thy Evangelical Sacrifice, Ler .him- thac 
th: ſo long woed thes for thy heart, now 
ave thy whole heart ; if he ask thy Coat, let 
im freely take thy Cloak alſo, if it may any 
\ as Wray ſerye him 7 ler this be the language of thy 
us; Woul ro God, as Araunab's ro David, 2 Sam, 
nd (4. 31, 22. Wherefore #s my Lord the King 
are {ome unto his ſervant ? .-- Let my Lord the 
the {Witeo take, and fer up what ſeemeth good unto 
nor Wim : Behold, here be Oxen, for Burnt-Sacri- 
our ice, and Threſhing-Inſtruments, and other In- 
ni- {fruments for Word; All theſe things did A. 
nd Eramnab, as a King, give unto the King, Lord, 
led Fake what thou wile, that which is moſt for 
hy adyantage, thcugb moſt to my loſs : thar 
I 4 Which 


a; abich, jam + ty glory, though molt #; 


iy prcſens diſgrace, ; if here be any a 
mo n, ſpare itnort, but pleaſe thy (elf... 

here is Liberty, Health, Peace, Ex 
Fricnds, Wealth, Houſe, Lands, Life, and Lun 
ever elſe, through thy } = mercy, Lam,or 
haye, Lord, here. I humbly: offer. thee: al 
with the unfeigned conſent _ joy of my hear, 
Thy will be Lone, and let chy pleaſure ſand 
concerning thy Servant, For whar thou lezv'f 
me, I will bleſs thee ; nay, take all, and n 
Soul Ha!l bleſs thee; Spare none of my 
yea, my moſt beloved x; ſts: I would not T] 
ſhould any longer live, whoever dye for't, Thi 
my Brechren, "would be your honour, as well 
your advantage ; All theſe things did Ar- 
M4 King : nay, leſs than this will turn Lu: : 
bad account another day. 

2, By way of Relic, Go unto G 
and ſpread thy Soul at his fect ; tell him, 2 
thoſe, Iſa. 26, 13. O Lerd, our God, of 

Lords befides _ ( nay before thee J) be 
bad dominion over ww ; but by thee only will 
gwche mention of thy name, The world hai 
had dominion, the fleſk hath pver-rul'd w 
and Satan hath been a (harer with thee : Th 
haſt had but half a heart, bur | half loye, bu 
half fear, bur half obedience ; nay, hardly tha 
Lord, what Patience 1s thine ! how could 
thou eyer put it up from the hands of ſo vil: 
ſo unworthy 2 worm as I am?) oh! I am: 
ſham'd, I am confounded, to think how th 
haſt been made to ſerye with my fins; Non 


Lad 


XmpNonsvPp pn 


Lord, in: thy. ftrength/ I ſolemnly reſolve *and 
promiſe, thar from henceforth ir be ſo no 
more -"bur'”I :will - make '-mention of thy 
name, againfFall other Suizs or Claims what= 
ſoeyer z.In vain ſhall the world plead Pres 
fident or Preſcription : or the fleſh, Relation : 
or Satan, Poſſceſhion : Thy Title and Intereſt 
(hall tapd | good againſt all Corrivals, Amen, 
Lord, ſay Amen, 


Rod is, in general 3 Proceed we now to ſhew 
you in ſpecial whar the Voice of this Rod is, 
under which we are now complaining; And 
here we may ' obſerve the ſeveral parts, 


of ic: As, 

I, The terrible Concuſſion, and Trembling 
of the Ark. | 

oY 2. That dreadful, and unparallel'd Beeſom 
n, of Plague and Peſtilence, 

3- The deyouring Sword, and the Strengt 
of Battel : a Land-impoveriſhing, and delo- 
bting Calamity, x 

4. The miſerable Decay of Trade, and 
Cry'of the Poor, and Complaint of the Hus- 


| hatl 
1 w 


Thofff ndman. 
:, ll 5. Thoſe Diſmal Flames that have laid 
; rhailthe Glory and Strength of the Kingdom in 


uld't $, 

 vith 6, The fad Dizzons and grievous Murnute 
2m 3Ymmngs among the diſcontented Vulgar : with 
; chaſe thoſe Miſerics and Miſchicts, the natural 
Now ; Tfues 
Lo 


"> . 


\ Thus haye you heard what the Voice of the 


A wbich are as ſo many ſcourges, or Branches * 
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. ed Aol of this, and the fore=mtn: 
woned Judgments, - - OTIO INT 
4. 1 might add a ſeyenth;- The Plentiful 
Increaſe, which every year hath hitherto afford. 
| ed [which ( though in ir's ſelf a'mercy, yet) 
conſidered.wich the general, and horrible abuſe 
of,it,, and compar'd with thoſe other Evils we 
Iys unders ſeems to beſpeak our caſe, as Zo. 
phar deſcribes the Portion. of "the. Wicked, 
Fob-20, 22. 1n the fulneſs of his ſufficiency be 
ſhall be in (traits. 

Now what the meaning of this complicated 
Rod ſhould be, as ro us, who are exerciſed 
thexewith, is the thing in queſtion; 'And fot 
cthe--more ſucceſsful management of this' great 
Query, I (hall ſpeak to the Perſons concern'd, 
\ diftiaQtly + bur of the Rod its ſelf, ſomewhat 
more complexly, 

,» The Perſons, I ſhall confider, underthis two- 
fold general notion, 
Friends. 
.._ ». Enemies, 

t. Friends: or the People. and- Church of 
God. *Tis Gods uſaal method to: cauſe Juds- 
mem to begin at his own Hauſe, He that hath 
an ear to hear, let him bear what the Spirit 
ſaith unto the Churches, Rev, 2. 11, 17,29. 
Nor to the Kingdoms, or Provinces, but to the 
Churches of Afia, The ſame method wt 
ſhall obſerve here, and begih firſt wich the 
Church and People of God z at (leaſt, rhoſt hr! 
tha. are viſj>ly, aid by ſpecial _— 

luch, 


ab, ag 


the, ſeven Sas brat Nec 
7 *h in the mid#t of the Seven elden 
6 7 | ichs 1 == t have ſomewhat (an that 
XA Tk ) againſt thee, becauſe thin beſt left 

ſt love, . Remember,” therefore, from 
hence chow art fallen, and repent, and do the 
frſmorks 3 or olſe 1_will come nto thee quick> 


h,. «nd will rlmeve thy Candleſtick, out of his 


except thos repent. Jo(s of. 
FROG diflolves the Union; at 
ort of ir, M Wanton: 
hy . will i prone a Jealous God, _ And. 
uloufe 3 $s t e.of 4 men, therefore he 
al not ſpart CO 64 day of Vengeance, Prov, 6, 
4. Sla lay utterly young and old, both maids and 
BY children, and Wommey but come. not near 

y mas ujon rey, is the mark ; and begin, 

my Santuary ; they began at = 

cient men w hy, were before the Houſe, 
ck, 9..6, Bur, more parricularly ; this Rod 
th 4 ſpecial errand, 

2. To. the Heads and, Governours' of this 
rch :,and theſe are cither Ciyi, or Eccle-, 
"© 

1, Civil, or Magiſterial, Bur I, fear what * 
he iſſue of my Mcfſage. may be here, wich . 
werwhole Luſts and Inzerc ts lead chem ano» | 

er way, - He that departeth from evil, mas Ia $9.-42 

th bomfelf a prey ; to thole, I mean, whoſe, 
megular Wills .and prejudiced Paſſions, are. 
ieir only. Rule in their arbitrary Execution, 
or 


laces ye in 


BEIT (ni  thoſe/piois and wholſot\ Law 
FROM ' provided 'by "the Sacred nnd Honourable Au 
thoricy whereby they ate Depured,. He thi 
reptoveth in'the City, though never ſo ſeriouſly, 
ſcaſoniably, meekly, Joyally, wuſt by” theſe'hy 
- put'r6filence.” Sin muſt not, be ſpoken, againſt, 
we may nor ſay that Poyſofi is Poyſon, for fea 
of ſowing, br fomenting Seditious Principle, 
God hath ſer us for 'Watchmeny bur we'mibſ® 
Not proclaim what we ſee, for: fear of commit. 
_ ring a Rior, and diſturbing the common Peice, 

' Oh! howgte fome men afraid they ſhall awik 
before they come to Hall!” Nay, Wheths 
they will hear, or whether they will forbed, 

( for they are «rebellious houſe ) yet ſhall thy 
know, that there hath been "a Prophet amoy 
them. And, O Sirs ! Giye, me leave to ſpeak 
and then mock on. "Tis not my own Caule I 
plead, bur Gods; *tis not any Party or FaCtion 
that I purſue, (' God kn&rs ).I abhorr ir from 
my Soul ) buc che Intereſt of the Goſpel, and 
che ſure, and ſettled Peace of thele poor, at- 
flit:d Kingdoms ; that the true Cauſe be- 
ing once throughly diſcovzt'd and remoy'd, 
the Ef:&3 ," which w2 all' grox1h under, my, 
ceaſe, ht = Re 
Oh then ! that Gd would perfwade you to 
confider, who it is that hatch put the Sward into 
your hands, There is no Power but of God; 
the Powers that be, are ordained of God, Ron." 
13,1. Promotion cometh. neither from tif 
E aft, nor from the Weſt, mr from the South, 
but God ts the Judge, he putteth down nt, 


and 


wt 
Al 
hat 


- th j 


\ſerteth | up another, Pſal..75.'6; by Sits, 


od: hach made »you his Vice-gerexte in. the 


ofld; Ye arecho Gods among men, Pſel; $2. 
6. 'The Sword. ye bear, is God's Sword ; ye 
the Stewards of Order and/'Goyvernmenc, 
his Family z the great . Affairs-:of his! Houſe 
committed to; your. truſt ; the :Keys--are lefe 
_ the Common S:ock and Proviſions 


 Wf Gods: Houſe, are! in your hands; ye are 


r. Nurſes, the Bottle /and the Bag are in 


'<. r Texts z you are. the Cedars of ow; Leba- 


#,-among ft The Afyriles and Shrubs.z' you 
e-the'Stewards of the five Talents '4oh, thar 
at,,you would ſuffer. the: humble and loyal 
idrefles- of -our hearts to you, | that are eyen 


ady to break for you! May I ask you, & God 


? ll ſhortly ask you, and Conſcience ſhall make 


n anſwer ) have youduly confidered. the Re- 
jon ye ſtand in,1both towards God, ;and+ ro» 
rds us? Do you know what a Burden lies 


: {| your Shoulders? The Earth, and all the 
- Whabitants thereof, are diſfoluved, ayes the 
Walmift, 1 bear wp: the Pillars thereof, Plal.' 


ſ.2, You are the At/ar's of the World ; 
Pillars of the Earth are your burden, . May ' 


Wiknow, Whether bath been more admired, 


xe defigned, more deſired by you, che Ho- 
ur, or: the Duty of your Relation ? You aro 


.Wods Husbandmen, and are to plow, and to 
( n, forthe ſupply of the whole Family, Sirs, 


1s is your charge from the God. of Heaven 
id Earth z in this honourable, and burden- 


| ne Office, God, hath: placed you , chroughk 


whac 


OO" "4 Wb _ Mo'Rod 
what mediation ſocyer +yourſerular Depurniff 
ons havebecen gbtained;! Je vw God rharpurtel 
down ond; and raiſeth ap anither. ' 
57 2,/Confider, I beſeecti you, for whom it j 
you bear*the Sword 5 Maſt mide the Judge or 
claim hisgCommiſſion, in the name of him fro 
whom-hereceived ic? . Dothi not che Fount 
return through” all the:Creeks. and paſſages 
ies'Circuitz tothe Ocean from . whence it” car 
forch ? this chen is both-Legal and Natural ff 4 
Who dates ſay, thac he rules for himſelf 5 who 
bur God; 'can chim an Independant Gove 
ment ? Heatheths indeed may boaſt 'rhemſey 
after this rate 3 [s not: this great Babylon, t 
t have built, by the might of oy power, and 
the hanour of my Majeſty > Bur far be ic fi 
Chriſtians, fo to blaſpheme the Authority 
Heaven. * We 'may take this for granted the 
that- "tis. . for God you'profeſs ro bear 0 
Sword ; bat bear with me now,in this one-wat 
more, FAQ. 

3. How: have yoo born the Sword ? ( 
Sirs / I humbly befeech. you; © cenſure not n 
loyal,” though familiar,” boldneſs with yt 

#Cors5.11 Knowing the terronr of 'ithe+Lord,” we call 
but perſmade mer, The day of Judgment 
ſhorcly coining, and, methinks, I ſhould nf 
to"ſay no more. Rulers are not a terrow! 
food works, but tothe evil ; for hots the mi 
fter of  Got'ro rhee for good, Rom. 13.3, 
Your Honouts are not your own, but Got 
whoſe Stewards you arey 'andy it i required 
Stewards, that 4 man be found fanrhful, Yo" * 


JT __ TheVoireof theRed, | 
Ml fire Talents bad need be:ten! i-the day oP AC- 
count.z, For anto whons much 1s given, of hip 
I bs much required; Luk, .12 48.5 Fhit 
the Judgments of God are (eyeral wayes Bore! 
forth againſt us, I hope is not only felr, but-ih 
ſome meaſure acknowledged on all fidess Phat 
Sin) is. the cauſe of this diſpleaſure, mechinks, 
ſhould not .be doubred t That both High and 
Low are guilty before God, I hope will not be 
denied ;;'For,; Newo fine crimine vivit, There 
4 not 4 juiÞ nan upon earth, that liveth, and 
bunch nat; 'Eccld. 7, 10, - Great men, bave 
great Temptations, and oftentimes' great milf 
carriages too ; the greatneſs wherecf is much 
enced by their perſonal, or relative great 
nels, « jor im Prpecr iaperrGis md droppings, (By :'s 
Ariſtot, It is a very hard matter, for poor Mor- 
als, rightly to deport the burdens of their-Ho- 
Jour or Happineſs, Twas: Plato's anſwer ones 
(0 the Cyrenians, who had defired him &© write 
them ſome Policical, and Moral Inſtitutions, for 
the Settlement .of their decaying Eftate z Per2 
rl ficile oft condere leges tam felicibis, It is a 
very hard marter to lay the obligation of a Law 
In thoſe that are ( in their own account } ſo 
happy. Sirs, the Lords Oy/ is upon you; I 
jy not, 1 dare not, I will not, touch che 
Lords Azointed, nor blaſpheme that Autho- * 
"ty, under whoſe wings I expe& Protetion:; 
ebuke not an Elder, but entreat him as" 
Fatber,x Tim, 5,r, Far be ic from' me, for 
ver, to ſpeak evil of Dignities; or any 'way 
d kindle, or abert Scditious- Prindiples'or 
PraRis 
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Aelf -or othets : Ye: if 

"me leave ,” in" all humility 3 from the 
Word of - God, to ge you away. a 
_ dy. way to true, and laſti eace; "15 to 
pam with" the God of Peace. Wh W' 
4 mans 'wayes pleaſe "the Lord, he make F* 
even ' h& enemies to be at prace with bin, BY... 
Proverbs 16. 7.” The only way to hawt 
Judgmenc efeRually removed, is, to remove 
icin the ECanſe of it; and in happy order un- 
to this blefſed End, + ſhall fay no more here, 
but, The Lord awaken, and dire, both the 
Rulers and Ruled. 

2. Tothe Eccleſiaſtical, or Miniſterial Heads 
of the Church; and, 

x. To thoſe in-preſent being, 

2. To thoſe that are laid aſide, 

x. To thoſe in preſent B:ing, I dare not 
paſs you by unſalured 3 though T haye no 
Court-Complement | for you, 1 beſeech you, 
duly to confider the Charge of your holy 
Office z and your Diſcharge of it, Theſe things, 
Sirs, you are better able to inftrut me in, than MW" 
I you; therefore, le: my Silence plead my M- i 
deſty , while I humbly paſs by ; with the WE 
Prayer of the Church for zyous That God, at 
Jength, would work that Great Marvel, in 
ſending down upon you, the healthful Spirit 
of bis grace. So faxemel, until I meet youon 
eyen ground, at the day of Judgment, 

2. To theſe. the are laid afede, My Re- 
verend Fathers, and Dear Brethren ! Though JI.! 
I am;ur a Child, yer ſuffer me to ſpeak 25 2 

x : Child z+-: 


WS. >. is 


: £" "i Je 29400, [/ L 8 Rod. 

hild ; whoſe afteCtions are great,: though his 
Wirepach, and deſerts be ſmall, The, Meare 
0 unto the Angels of the Charches'; and ' 
heſe are called the /eves farrs in the-righe 
und of, God, Rev, 1. 20; Now give, me. leave 
ur to. paraphraſe on this Emblem. _. | 

1, Starrs are heavenly Creatares, *Tis true, 
ercare, Starrs (Metcors, or Comets rather.) 
0 are heavenly, only as.o their preſent Sire, 
rappearance ; Theſe are the Wandring Stars 


- uae (pt ks of, Jade v,1 3-Exhala:tions, whoſe 
the oabion 1s Earthy and Unclean ;, whoſe 


leyaziop 1s Ominous, not only to themſelves, 
t ro the places where they AſpeR « Bur 
eſe, are none of the Fixed Stars, in the right 
and of: God. Oh,. what manner of perſons 
oht. we .ro have been, in all holy, and hea- 

converſation 1 No man that marreth, 


3 arg leth him fe If —_—_ h "gp fairs of WE 
fe, that be nay pleaſe him, who bath chiſen 
oh mto be 4 Souldier, 2 Tim, 2. 4. Our Call 


nos from Heaven, our Employment is Heavenly, 
han If Lord, our Homes our Happineſs, cut Hopes, 
Mos ls 35 in Heaven ; (honld not then our Aﬀes 
jons have been Heavenly > our Minds and 
ms, Heavenly ? our Words, Devotions, and 
tions, Heayenly ? And hath ic been indeed 
with us > I am ſpeaking now ( I hope J 
luch as know, how how to ſet Conſcience on 
tk, in the ſerious, and penitent RefleRion 
Re... heſe things. Oh, Sirs 1 why may not this 
one, great part of, Gods Controverſie with 
© i Pride and. Covetouſneſs was the great GY 
ene 


Bs Tirol, 

"the We#ld' hath token ip againſt us; "the Tordff 
knows, it hach betti too true of too" many offi 
us. Hart we beth tos hou brful, ind 
#iha-like, what 'to eat, and what to drink, and 
wherewithal co be” cloathed , while. we tive 
preach, and preſs't the cofitrary on our Heat. 
ers > Why, Hath God broken the Staver in 

\ tur hatids, and'firiprus of our Coats and Seryiiec 
wirhont which, we could not truſt him” if ou 
jade? Wis not obt, cemporizing vidlfſp 
the Modes, and Manners of the World, boli, 
1m our Perſons and Families, become the opuice 
and juR'ſcandal of our holy Calling wha 
wi3 thit'Chatity, that Humilicy, that Self. « 
ni#!; chat Mortification, that heavenly Hil 

 5fid Life, that holy, and rid Godlineſs, will, 
out which, we were condemning others: to tiff 
Fit 6f "Hell 7 Was it hot. time for. God ih» 4 
ta e ddwn ſuch foul .Veſſels, and ro- ſcour oWzn 
that duſt and filth: they had contraRed 7? K 
wonder, if our D4ſf hath brought us cotl 
DuFt ; that we DA, Sita mh Pdtts, »Mar 

cauſed r5 lick the Duff we were ſo greedy di 
Sirs, T, hope 3 ou will not cenſure my plainnel 

3nd liberry of ſpeech. I have taken upon me Yr 1 

ſpeak ro ſuch, as can far better inſtru bolWhrg 

themſelyts and me 3 and, I confidentWr 
periwade my ſelf , that theſe are no ſtrangoyd, 

motions with you , nor* Yoxunds that t 

ranckls, | 

2. Starrs aye ortlained for light. Te 

the Light of the world, fayes Chrift, ſatiihe | 

vs 14. And, Let Jour, light ſo ſhine bifſh 6 

ml. 


'- The vice of thi Red. . 134 
er, 16: You". are the L amps of the SanQua- Levie. 
fe; whoſe of! was tobe pare opi-olive; and 24. 20. 
ihe Capdioftichs for Light, which were to be AV=m. 8.44 
let brew Gold: We are God's Apotbecaries, XY 3-28- 
xbom thebath ſent with;his Eye-ſalve, to res 
oizover a poor, blind, World. Now, x beſceeh 
you;ler us confider, what L:ghts have we been 
n the Spheays wherein, God had plac't ts ? 
did 'we; ſtudy to entighteis thoſe that ſate ih 
Warkneſs 7 To ſpeak to the Capacities and 
onſciences, in the Conyicting Evidenceg and 
ſpe{-fiopliciry - of "che Spirit 2. Han*t we 
too many at leaft, and too often ) endeayou= 
{to imblazon our own Parts, .or Ecarning ? 
Lint we been more. af:ted with our own 
vrds, chan with our Maſter's Work? and dreft 
pthe peice, and fimple Truth, asan Harlot Z 


ur oMiza*r "we fer the Lords Candle\ under the 


? NW 43-1 of ofir private Honour, or Intereſt 3 
10 UlNo wonder chen, thats God hath remoy'd his 
5, vWandleftick, and caus'd our Candle to go our. 
dy 08ive we been conftant, burning, and fhining 
nn iohcs 7 or too-like,; poor, dwindling Tapers, 
me Wer the faint Flaſhes of an [gn /ambens, rather 
; boiWurdenſom than uſeful »* Have we been like 
dev0Wtars indeed; that appear brighteſt in the molt 
iran; and bicter night } Ohs my Brechren ! 
[ t we' could fir down now, and conſider, 4s 

cſi by our Lahaioroi, where thou God ſeeft 
Te OF ; "Why is my Sun {er ar Noon > Why have 
Hathe black ' Shades of che Night prevented- we ? 
 bifſ nt this, much my own doing Þ OF what 

my - KK z Qacure 


'« ., The Foe of the Rod. | 
nature orkind was my Light > Had I any other 
chan” whar 1 bare' in-my hand ? Of what ule 
was my Light, either to my ſelf or- othefF, 
What can” my people witneſs for -me ?; What 

_ © can my Family, my Wife, my .Children, my 

- Sojaurners, "wy Servants,” ſay for -me-# haje 
they, orimighe they, have walk*tr in my light) 
nay, haye-I even forc' them to light their 
Candles at mine > | Hatch the Word of Caf 
dwelr'richly in my Head," in my Heart, in my 
Houſe, in all wiſdom +. or, han't any Family 
been much like other mens? as Ignorant, as dl, 
as Proud, 2nd, it may be, as Prophane, as mt 
ny 0.hers'?' Har'c the Springs of Knowled! 
been too much confin'd to, and lockt up innj 
Palpit, as if 1 were a Miniſter no whereh 
there > And is not this mbch of the matter, thi 
God hath now lock: up the Pulpit from: nt 
that he hath caſt me our of his Edey, and plu 
ed his'Flaming Sword, which tarzeth 
way, 'to keep the way of thu Tree of lift 
Oh ,/ that ſuch thoughts might pierce 

hearts: 3 now that we are fitting with « 
broken Pitchers by thoſe Waters of Af 
Rion / : 

3. Starrs are appainted for Influence: 

are the Salt of the Earth, ſaies Chriſt, Mali , 
5-13. Oh! what a ſavoury, and ſeaſoninii 
Influence have we had, on thoſe with whom c 
haye tadto do > Salt, you know, hath a vi 
tue co ſack out corrupting humours, and to pi, 
ſerve from putrefaRion ; Alas ! can we { mble 
that our Patients haye never Gangrenated ff ** 


The woice of the Rod. 139 XN 
ſer our hands, for lack of proper, ſayory, and | 
pnable Preſervatives? In Rev, $, v1. we 
1c of # Starr, whole name was. Warmmwood ; 
Meh fell from Heaven, as it were 'a Lamp, 
* it fell on the third part of the rivers, 'and 

os the" fountains of waters : and\the;third 
art of the waters became whrmwood,” Now 
ath our influence been like that of the Tree ac 
Waters of Marah, Exod. 15. 25. of a 
anfing, healing nature ? or, too much- like 
is' Star, whoſe Name, and Nature was #or n- 
vd? Hatch our Communication and Con- 
rſacton, both. in publick,' and in priyace, 
n ſo ſeaſoned with Salt, that our very Pre- 
nce, hath daunted the Impudence of Sin » 
d our Countenances been a rebuke to a 
ſanton, Licentious, Prophane World > May 
be ſaid of us, as of John the Baptiſt, chat 
erod feared him, and obſcryed him? Huh 
auſterity, and holineſs of our lives - been 
h, as could command reſpe& from an He- 
d? and faſten Conyiions, with Authori- 
, on the hearts of the proudeſt Sinners? 
ye we been like the Pleiades, whoſe ſweet pyy ig vv 
fluexce hath overcome thoſe malign, an 
armine Spirits, over which God hath made 
vertical ? Or rather, han't we been like 
e Moon, whoſe growing big and full, hath 
en fatal ts the fick and weak in our Flocks ? 
d now that we are caſt our, as unſayoury 
lt, tobe trodden under foot of men; the L:xd 
'Wnble us / pity us ! ſpare us ! 


K 3 4. Stars 
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T he arce of the Rad. 

. Starrs are ordarued fr DireAiex,... ; 
ye Cloner s of me, (ven as [ alſo an of Cl 
t Cor;11.1. No Sea in the World is fo * 
gerous, and fatal ro Mariners, 28 this See 
the-World to Man. So many Rocks and $hg 
and: Quiick-ſands, and "Hirricane-Storms, 
eve y Paſlage ant} Step. is attended with z . wha 
need 1s there of faithful, and »kilful--P:loti} 
?Twas a ſad Voyage for Paul and-higs Cog 
panionsy' AF. 27. 20. When neither Sun, 
Starts; in many dayes, appeared, and ma ſnyl 
perpeſt lay on ut ; all hope that me ſponll 
ſaved," was then reben away, God hath (x 
us for | $ea-marks, becauſe the Road 1s dan 
rous, ' that ſcarce one of a thouſand comes 
ro Lond. Or as the Star in the Eaſt, fort 
dire&tion of thoſe thar- axe ſo wiſe as to ft 
ty ſuch a Porn, Alart how many rich ft 
of precious Merchandiſe, have there miſcani 


 wreparably, -and eternally 2 and, it may «it 


much through. our finful Negledts ; * cicher\ 
have been obſcur d, and nor o'be ſeen, wit 
we thould have appear d far.God, in the d:{pt 
rate hazzard of- poot ſouls; or have been [F 
general and uncertain, that the purblind Wor 
could nor apprehend us; or elſe, have been aut 
the way,and deviated from our ſacred Spbed 
and {a led them by an evil Example, either « 
rectly,or acc: 'dentally,on the very neck of ruin: 
Oh41 how ſhould ic cut our hearts, to con! 
der,. how many brave, and hopeful y.ſ-ls, if 


* have ſad cauſe to fear, have for eyer milcarrit 


pnder our ConduQ, and tha: in ſerene , - 


|  ; nly 


TheY oice of the Rep, NEE 
10 n ood! The Jord convince us! for« 


ur. , Thergfore Chriſt LON 
by his FN rl to two young Rees, that 
Wis, Cant, 7.3, And, to a compasy of 
horſes iff Pharaoh's. Ae 9s Cant. 1,.9..Not 
or theix Strepgth. and Beauty:,. but for 
their Union, and Oneneſs of Work and Way. 
nd is not this” another. and not the leaſt 
| round of the breach that God hath made upon 
js? eyen our Difſentions and Animoficies, our 
rieyous, DiyiGons,” both in Judgmenc and 
Art our pertinacious inſiſting on _undeter= 
Wrina ble, and frivolous Quiddities, and cit. 
unſtancial Differences, - Beſides, thoſe pri» 
ate Griidges, and ſppercilious Diltances, arifing 
rom perſonal Preferments, or carnal Inzerefts; 
Ind iri the mean while, have fed Chrifts Babes 
rith Blood inftead of 411k , and Stones in- 
teadd of Bread, And, while we have, with 
uch yiglence, been drawing, every one his own 
y, have between us, even, rent the Chariots 
f the Church of Chriſt in pieces ;- and far 
eſe things hath God rent us in pieces,” The 
ins. of Miniſters, are Nouns of Multitude 
hey fin by heaps, and in whole ſums; as 
Whe Meaſures and Weights of che SanCtuary axe 


i ſerger than any ochers,ſo are the Sins of the San= 


Auary too, 

2, Mi the Rod ſpeaks to the Heads, and Go- 

.W'crnours, ſoalſo to the particular Societzes of 

hs. Church of God + not only to che. whole 
K 4 Body 
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The wage of the Red. 

"4. Starrs are ordarned for Direflien, , 
ye followers of mt, even. as [ alſo ans of | Ch 

t Cor;11. 1. No Sea in the World is ſo BY 

erous, :and fatal ro Afarivers, a$ this See 
the World to Man. So many Rocks and $hg 
and "Quick-ſands, and Hircicane»Scorws, | 
eve'y Paſſage ant} Step is attended with z . why 
need is there of faithful, and skilful.-P:lati} 


\ ?Twas a ſad Voyage for Pax! and his Cog 


panions, A#. 27. 20. When neither Sun, 
yearrs; in 'many dayes, appeared, and ue ſnul 
pempeſt lay on us; all hope that we ſbonll 
ſaved,” was then taken away, God hath; 
us for. Sea-marks, becaufe the Road 15 dang 
rous, that ſcarce one of a thouſand comes | 
ro Lnd. Or as the Star in the Eaſt, fort 
direQtion of thoſe thar are ſo wiſe as ro fe 
ty ſuch a Pornr, Alact how many rich Feſt 
of precious Merchandiſe, haye there miſcari 


 wrreparably, -and eternally > and, it may i« 


much threugh. our fGnful Negledts ; * cicher\ 

have been obſcur d, and not tobe ſeen, wit 
we thould have appear d for God, in the d:! 

rate hazzard of- poot ſouls; or have been (| 
general and uncertain, that the purblind Wor 
could nor apprehend us; or elſe,have been aut 
the way,and deviated from our ſacred Spbed' 
and'{o led them by an evil Example, either d 


rely,or accidentally,on the very neck of rin,> 


Oh-41 how ſhould ic cut our hearts, to con| 
der,. how many brave, and hopeful y.\ſ-ls, if 


' have ſad cauſe to fear, have for eyer milcarrit 


pnder our ConduQ, and tha: in ſerene, j- 


TheY oce of the Red, 
MHalcion Floods ! The Lord convince us./ for 
Mcive Us! and haye mercy upon us 1 
<=. La{tly, T he Seven Stars ere an united 
4h | Therefore Chiift compares the 
s of his 


I 
| a Church, co two young Reer, . that 
"here 7 wires, Cant, 7.3, And, to a company of 
bh horſes in Pharaoh's charrits, Cant. 1..9. Not 
Wonly fox their Strength. and Beaury:,. bur for 
heir UD1on, and Oneneſs of Work and Way. 
d is not this anothex., and not the leaſt 
Wround of the breach that God hath wade upon 
1s? yen our Difſentions and Animofiies, our - 
Wricyous, DiyiGons , © both in Judgmenc and 
\{Wicart 3 our pertinacious infiſting on undeter= 
ninable , and frivolous @a:ddities, and cir- 
unftantial- Differences, - Beſides, thoſe pri- 
ate Griidoes, and ſupercilious Diltances, arifing 
Wrom perſonal Preferments, or carnal Inzerefts; 
. Wand ini the mean while, have fed Chrifts Babes 
ith B/ood inftead of 4:1k , and Stones in« 
tead of Bread, And, while we have, with 
uch violence, been drawing, every one his own 
y, have berween us, even, rent the Chariots 


oe f the Church of Chriſt 1n pieces ;- and far 


teſe things hath God renc us in pieces,, The 
ins of Miniſters, are Nouns of Multitude x 
Whey fin by heaps, and in whole ſums; as 
ſhe Meaſures and Weights of che SanCtuary axe 
rer than any others,ſo are the Sins of the San» 
auary too, 
'2. As the Rod ſpeaks to the Heads, and Go- 
.Wcrnours, ſoalſo to the particular Societzes of 
hs. Church of God + not only to che. whole 
k 4 Body 


_ And 5 oo i 54S Bas 
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Body of 'the Church of Aſia, bur pajticularly 
to Epheſus, nnd Smyrna, ar.d Laodices, & 
the ſeveral Mcmbers and Congregations. of the 
A ſean Ehorch, So, when' God. had promiſed 
ro reſtore his People, Zrch, 1.2, He promiſed 
withil,"fo pour out wpon them, the Spire 
Grace and Supplication, Ver.10, and the Syi. 
rit of Mourning and Repentance,” Ver. '11, 
The whole Land fhall mourn, and not only [g 
but, every'Family apart © the Family ſp: the 
 Huſe of David apart, and their wives apr, 
So, the Family of the Houſe of Nathan, ani 
Levi; 'both King, Prophet, and Pricſt, by 
their Families apart,, Now, as we haveanyd 
usRood related as Members of this, or that $6. 
cicty; Or Family, of the Chinch of God; it cn 
certts 'vs to confider, what the "Voice of t 
Rod 13, by which, he is now- calluig/ usv 
mbornirg and fupplitation., by our .Famili 
aparr, | 

' 1, Conſider, 'whether the Worm .of Sl 
endedneſs' hath ' not 'beeh © ar the Root, of t 
Matter, Brethren 1 for the Lords:{ake, dal 
fa\:bfully with your own hearts, , Whiac, ws 1 
that moy'd you, in' the” fiſt place, to eng 
jn "ſuch, or fuch a Saciety } Was S*)Hf [hol 
laid 'afide, and ytterly* difown*'d, as well i 
Hart, Ss in Word, from any partnetiHip, i 


you Ends.2 Oh, char I could faften theſe { 
110us Qu:ſtions on your Conſciences,! Wet 
you fully convinc'd , trom the invincibl:"lig) 
of the infalltd]: Rule, that this was rhe ve! 
vay of God? and the Scrip:y-c-Diſcipline thi 


5 


—. 
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"7 bl af. ct 6 v1 
he would have you to yield. your obedience to, 
is very: Patters that was given in the Afewnt 7 
No other Burden, than what we have reccived 
by Divine, and Apoſtolical Auchority. > And 
was this your,Entl 'and Air, in Earneſt ? char 
you might, be made more conformable unto 
Chriſt, your Head , in Hlineſs, and in the 
life and power of ,Duty > and walk in _neater, 
ind more | ſpiritual- Communion with him ? 
That you might reccive' more immediatly of 


his Fulneſs, 'and dwell nearer the Spring-vead- 


of Grace, as well as of Confort > Had you a 
real D:Hign aganiſt Sin, nor only in others, bur 
eſpecially in your ſelves > And is this the very 
Truch, and Ground of the macter, that did 
enggge you ? Dare you look God and D:ath in 
the face, appealing from your Conſciences, un- 
to his All-{earching Tribunal, chat chis is the 
yery truch?, Did you joyn with this, or that 
Society , olr*of 'no proud , 'underyaluing, or 
Schiſmarical fpirir © rowards your brethren, or 
over-weening Conceit of your ſelves, or your 


dalown. party > but becanſe | you verily appre- 


hended it, the way of cleareſt Scripturrecers 


o10Ftainty and, ſ{curity ; and the neareſt, and rea« 


dieſt way, to joyn in a fuller, and more intte 
WM mate Communion wich Chriſt e And was It 
il the deep ſenſe of chart weariſom load of Sin and 
Guile, that 'mov'd you from within, in obe- 
A dience to a clear Command, to cloſe with this 
way > Nay , Were all your ExpeRations, al- 
© way from aboye your enj»yments ? Oh, Chri- 

ſtians 1 Can, your Conſciences comfort you, 
| CON. 
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more to eratific, or” to ehgage Friends, or to 
romote ſome worldly Tncereſt 

ſome new Diſcoyeries, or to inhance the rug 
of your Gifts 'and Parts, *above the Comman 
fize > was jt not ſomething of this nature, that 
prevail'd wich you, more than any thing elle? 
And, could you eyer expect, that a Building 
ſhould proſper, 6n ſuch 3 Foundation ? Ng 
that T condemn all ; but I would that all * 
condewn themſelves, Oh, my brethren 1% 
you be upright with God, who knows all that i 
within you; and confeſs to him the whok: 
truth? Oh ! take heed, that That be not noy 
conceal'd, which, one day, you will wiſh wer 
pardon'd, ES. A 

2. Since you have engag'd your ſelyes in! 
Choiſe Society, and Communion of Saints 
How have you behav*d your ſelves, | 
"Towards your Teachers and Riylers ? 

Towards one another ? 
 Tawards them that are without ? 

x. Towards your Teachers. and Rulers : 

1. Haye you undervalued nejther their Pet- 
ſons, nox their work'? The Apoſtle ſeems Wouſl 
bege your Honour ; yer not for our, bur fol hay] 
your own ſakes, 1 Theſ, 5, 13, 14, We beſery 
Js 


VIS by *<, 69 << £07 mw... co cc. -_ 


. The yoife of the Rgd. 


a B Brethren, ta kyow them which lahow © 
among you, and are over Jug 14 the Lord, aud 


dmonsfh you ;, and eftern then very highly in 
love, for their works ſakg, Eſteem them very 
highly in loye, Not with chag Secular Ados. 
zation, wherewich the world.is Wont to court 
her Darlings ; buc with your cardial, and un» 
10 feigned Ao bn, Honour them, nor ſo much 

| ih Cap and Kare, and the Elogies of praiſe, 
ate and Hyperbolical Encomium's, which, ordina= 
on WF rily, is bur the ſtinking breath of a rotten hearc, 
hat WY Bur, efteems them in love, and far their works 
le? ſake. Not fo much, for cheir Learning, ce 
ins WF Parts, or external Preferments, bur for their 
Na BY Fork and Office ſake ; for their Meſſage, and 
* for their Maſtei's ſake. Now begin to reckon 

vi with your ,own hearts, how guilty have you 
te 3 BY been here > Han't your Oxen, that have labou- 
bol: WM red but for your back and belly ; your Scrvants, 
no1 that have been your Drudges for the body ; your 
wet i dppendices of honour and pleaſure, had more 
 Wef your hearts, chan choſe that have been tug- 
in: Woing at the O4rs, co harbour you and yours, in 
nts ;Mthe Land of Promiſe > That have been pray= 
ing, and ſtudying, and watching, night and 
day, for your Souls ? Han't you been rea- 
dy to ſlander them , to cenſure their Doe 
Rrine, Elocution, or Method ? and to take up 
hard rhoughts of them, on the leaſt occafign 
Per-fof offence > Have you never been ambiti- 
ns UFoully laying hands on the Ark ; yea, when it 
r fo'Whath bur ſeem'd to ſhake # and quarrelling with 
a Moſer, 


J 


F 'F4e ,, -  Thewiceof th Rel. 
Numb, Moſes, as Korah, and his Faftion , Arg wot all 
* 6.4 yhe Congregation holy ? | p 


z.Han*t you,on the other hand,had their Per, 
ſons or Gifts in, Admiration?han*t you ſo high. 
ly admir'd ſuch a man's Abilities, or Eloquence 
= you have flighted another's Graces } 
Every one ſaith, I ans of Paul, and I of Apel. 
los, ec. Is Chriſt divided ? was Paul cracified 
for jou? 1 Cor. 1, 12, 13. Chriſt hath made 
us ,your Watchmen, and your Servants, In the 
work of your Souls z and hath not ſer us up for 
Idols, nor Saviours, The diverfity of Screams, 
ſhould cauſe us to admire the fulneſs, and 
riches of the. Fountain, and not to adore the 
poor Channel, O", let this be a. piece of your 
Chriftian Learning, Not to think of men, above 
that which « written, as the Apoſtle adviles, 
1 Cor. 4.6. 

2, Towards one another, 

I, Where is that exemplary love, and bro- 
therly-kindneſs, that hould be between ſuch 
ſpiritually near Relations > With what pei- 
wading Motives, and compaſſionate argu 
ments, doth the Apoſtle urge his Philrpprant, 
chap, 2. 1, 2. if there be therefore, an 
conſolation in Chrift, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels 
and mercies;, fulfil ye my Foy, that ye be 
liks minded, having the ſame love, being of 
one accord, of one mind. But how apt have 
we been to think the worſt, and ſpeak the worl}, 


by one another, and to aggrayare each others 
in 


"1 The Price of the Red. 
infiemicies.? How hard a macrter is it'to take-a 
ebuke at the hand of z brocher, eſpecially an 
Meriour ?. or to give a reproof with that ſe. 
riouſneſs , . prudence, meekne(s, ſelf-denyal, 
and tender affetion, and charitable hopes, and 
longing defires of their good, as becomes Chrj. 
 ! Wtians> Oh, what reaſon had God to take up 
* Whis rod againſt us, and to ict in the Flood upon 
es us,/ while we haye been wandrifig every ane 
de his own way, and magnifying our own Inven= 
be Mons, envying at, and claſhing with, one ang- 
 Mther | 
", - 2, Can you clear your ſelves of an affe&ed 
nd lingularicy in your way > Were you not ready 
tolook , on your ſelyes, as ſome body ; and, ic 
ut Wnay. be, ſomewhat more than others ? Let me 
'v tell you, an affected ſingularity, either in Judg- 
©, Wment or PraQtice, ſayours of a proud, and a 

alſe heatt, Hayes you never entertain'd thac 

in your hearts or lives, which you were nevery 
'0- Wfrom the Word of God, convinc'd in Conſci- 
ch ence, to be a truth, or a duty ; only becauſz ir 
** Wliked you, or by your Teachers was offer'd 
> Wyjov, or that you might ſeem to be the Authors 
#, Wof ſome new Garb in Religion, and ſuch as 
") :& by more elevated Principles? Well ! God 
V hath now raiſed a ftorm, which, I hope, will 
vs quench all the ſparks among us, that are not of 
his own kindling ; and ler us ſee the pure Limp 
of cf the SanQuary, from all thoſe Baſtard Ta 
We pers, and linking Snuffs of mans invention, or 


f, Frhe Devils lighting 
9 3. Hth there nor been a ſpirit of Cenſori. 
ou ouſ. 


4t 7 
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” \ 7 | « 8" by Fe of the Rod, 
tfneſs towards all others, that have not been 


of the ſame Society, or Judgment; in, or about 


ſome. Circumſtances; that have been with 
the bounds of your own - MondpoBres #' What 
anjmoſities-atd heart=burnings have there been? 
What glorying, and magnifying yourown way? 
as if Salvartzon were not attainable, - withont the 
verge of ſuth a Society, - Cenairtly, this is no 
other, than a more ſpiritual, and refined kindof 
—_ 

3. Towards them that are withionr, 

1, Hath there been that prudent, inoffenſin; 
winning carriage toward them, that might 
heap ceals on their heads, afd comniend yout 
holy Profeffion to them 5 atleaſt, to leave then 
withobtt excuſe, iti the great day 7 Walk, in w/- 
dome toward them that are withont, Col. 4, 5. 
The Carnal World ean'c judge of Spiritul 
things, but in a carnal manner z 'cis the wi 
dom therefore, of a Chriſtian, to become him- 
felf with their Capacities, though not with 
their Cortuptiohs. Thoſe chat live by ſenlc 
are led by fenſe 3 and judee according to ſenſe, 


and outward appearance, What u thy Belorl 


aore than another beloved » Cant, 5, g; The 
can*r ſec thact beauty that lies withifs the sKkir 


whereby the King's daughter is all eloriowi 


within, 1 ſhall not ſtand to anſwer all thoſe 
Quarrels, thac occaſionally you may haye witi 
them, only thus; You know the Royal Lay 
and what reſpe& ſhould be had, both to' thei 
poor 10uls, and to the credit of the' Goſpe 
Twas the Apoltes complaint, x Cor, 6. 6, Br 

F 


air. 
Ain 
Ce 2] 


he pt is Jaw with brother, xd tht bi 
we the mnbeliguers. | hould .we. not rather 
Wffer wrong on ovr, bodies,. than offer wrong 

jo their ſouls - You know how you pray ; Fore 

ge bus owr Debts, as we forgive our Debtors, 

and what ſtreſs is laid on this Condition > 
Matth.6, 14. Mar. 1t. 26. Debts are di- 
fingniſhed into Civil and Crimredd, * The firſt 
indeed may be retained wichour fin, if it be nor 
bxated without Conſcience, and Charity, and- 

die” reſpeA, and compaſlion to our brethrens 
Bodies. and Souls. But the other is freely. to 

be remitted, on the account of Chriſt, and our 
obedience to him, and hope in bim, O, take 
heed, that your froward, ſullen, and moroſe 
arriage and diſpoficion, do not harden, and 
july prejudice thoſe, thac might ocherwiſe have 

ten won, eyen ſuch, as were once ſome of 

wil ſov, be they, at preſent, never ſo vile, I could. 
in-Mnlarge 'my Telf here, and nor withbur nced 
Bur, Verbums ſat ſapienti; A word to the 
Wiſe. A little Armour rightly applyeds is ſuffi- 

lent Panoplie, 

2, What -affeQtionate pity hath there been 
hewa to their poor Souls > Certainly, their 

ouls are formed of the ſame immaterial ſub- 
onWlance with ours ; as immortal, as pretious, in 
eir own nature and original, as ours ; Maſſes 

chr che-ſamie lump, faſhion *d on the ſame wheel 

f Divine Power and Wiſdom z were once as 

89 )r fort Ele&ion, and had as juſt a claim to che 
Kinzdom, as we, If ever wear ſav'd, jt muſt 

te through the undeſerved pity, and merits of 
ano- 


” 


on BE | 
\ *  oifneſh towards all others, that have not been? 
of the ſame Society, or Judgment, in, or abou 
ſome. Circumſtances; that have been with 
the bounds of your own AMordpoFes #- What Wit 
anjmofities-atid heart=burnings have there beer 2! 
What glorying, andmagnifying yourown way: 
as if Salvation were not attainable, - withont thei 4 
yerge of ſurh a Sociery, - Cerrairtly, this is nofſ{ſt 
other, than a more ſpiritual, and refined kindof in 
__. x; 
3. Towards them that are without; dit 
1. Hath there been that prudent, inoffenſing Bc 
winning carriage toward them, chat might 
heap ceals on their heads, ahd commend yourWobe 
holy Profeffion to then) 5 atleaſt, to leave thewMWiee 
withoit excuſe, iti che great day 7 Walk, in wiſer 
dome toward them that are withoat, Col. 4, (Wilt 
The Carnal World can't judge of Spirimwl 
things, but in a carnal manner z "tis the wig! 
dom therefore, of a Chriſtian, to become hin-Wila 
felf with their Capacities, though 'not withſÞu, 
their Cortuptions, Thoſe chat live by ſenſy,if"/* 
are led by fenſe 3 and judge according to ſenſe,WFi0nt 
and outward appearance, What thy Belorel fl 2: 
more than another beloved » Cant, 5. 9g. TheyſWiew 
can*r ſee that beauty that lies within the sKingÞ0uls 
whereby the King's daughter is all glorionunc 
within, 1 ſhall not ſtand t anſwer-all thoſeir 
Quarrels, that occaſionally you may haye with the 
them, only thus; You know the Royal Law dt Di 
and what reſpe& ſhould be had, both to' thenÞ*it k 
poor touls, and to the credit of the GoſpelÞing 
Twas the ApoltJes complaint, x Cor, 6. 6, Br ce th 
x F 
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1h ow Sib Gritier, and HA Ty: 
the wobeliguers. [ Should we. not rathe) 


ther 
ore 0 
Whitffer wrong on or, bodies,. than offer wron 
as Wo their ſouls ?- You know how you pray ; Fore 
gre "s owr Drbes, as we forgive our Debtors; 
2nd what Rreſs is laid. on this Condition > 
Matth,6, 14. Mar. 1t. 26. Debts are di. 
ſingniſhed into Civil and Cr5mreal, * The firſt 
Windeed may be retained wichour fin, if it be nor 
txaRKed without Conſcience, and Charity, and 
die reſpef, and compaſſion to our brethrens 


4 oe 
ay 


17; Bodies and, Souls. But the other is freely- ro 


be remicted, on the account of Chriſt, and our 
obedience to him, and hope in him, O, take 
heed, that your froward, ſullen, and, moroſe 
. (carriage and diſpoficion, do not harden, and 
Milly prejudice thoſe, thac might ocherwiſe have 
een won, eyen ſuch, as were once ſome of 


iWjov, be they, at preſent, never ſo yile, I could 
in-Wnlarge 'my Telf here, and nor wichvur need 7 


bur, Verbum (at ſapienti; A word to the 
Piſe. A little Armour rightly applyed, is (uffi- 
Wit Panoplie, 

2, What -affeQtionate pity hath there been 
bewa to their poor Souls > Cenainly, their 
jouls are formed of the ſame 1mmaterial ſub- 


jonunce with ours z as immortal, as pretious, ins 


eir own nature and original, as ours ; Maſfes 
f theſamie lump, faſhion *d on che ſame wheel 
ff Divine Power and Wiſdom 3 were once as 
9*1r fot Ele&ion, and had as juſt a claim to che 

Ne Kinzdom, as we, If eyer weare fav'd, jt muſt 
ce through the undeſerved pity, and merits of 
ang- 


nz 


'* another, And ſurely, where, C riſt-communy- 
cates his merits, he communicates ſome pro« 
portion of his Spirit too, Iu this the chuldrg 
of God are mavifeſt, and the childrev of th 
Devil ;. whoſoever. doth not Tighteouſneſs, # 
»ot of God, neither he that loveth not his bre- 
ther, 1 Joh. 3. 10. Now, we Khow, that Bru 
cher is caken in'Scripture, both' in a Natura, 
Civil, and Spititual ſenſe z nor can I think that 
it is ſpoken AbFrattly as to either,in this place; 
bur rather Comprehenſively of all. Fory we 
know who hath ſaid, Love your. Enemies, 
good to them which hate you, Luk, 6, 27, And 
Matth, 5. 24. 25, we fad. that Brother and 
Adverſary, are. uſed Exegetically of each 
other, Nay, the cloſe of that chapter ſpeaks 
exatly, and Argumenratively to my purpoſe, 
, Love your Enemes, &c. that ye may be th 
childrew of your Father which & 1n Heavy, 
for be maketh his Sun to riſe on the evil, and 


on the good; For, if ye love them which lm 


you, what, reward have you? do not eventht 
P ublicans the- ſame > Though we can't find 
that love of delight and complacency, as there 
Is with thoſe ſpiritual branches, of one and the 
ſame locks yer there is a love of Benevolence 
and pity, which 1s their due from us, their fel- 
low Creatures, O, pity their, poor Souls, it 
Nead of curfing, or exclaiming on them 1 Would 
yeu not pity, and pray for them, ſhould the) 
come with tears in their cy:s, to begg yo 
prayers? pity them, and pray for them, nol 
wuch more, for that they cantigr pity them 
ſely 
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Thevdictof thiRed, - 
1es'! Is not a man''that” is diftraed, ahd 
ws "not whac he doth, 'an obje&'of. pity, 
#not' of hatred or reverige, though he' re. 


* Wi, and curſe, nay, chough he rent you z'F4- 
" Wer, forgive ther, for they know mt what they 
"Wh, Lik. 23-34. 7 | 
* Wl 3. Whit' ſerious” pains haye you eaken, to 
p vince, and perſwade them ? Would you nor 
' | 


tf hazzard your Irves, to ſave a"mad man 
© Wn murdering himſelf, -or: your neighbour's' 
* Wiſe from burning ? - Would you fiot lay yio- 
4 W: hands upon them, 'and fliffer abuſes from 
od Ws," if you- found them Mletping,' in ſui a. 
nd e? And are their Houſes, and Bodies, "of 
a W-worth'than their Souls > Ah f with whar 
er looks and curſes; will theſe poor wretches 
ole, Wt from you, ar the great Day f who, having 
'" Wained mercy your ſelves; did ſhew no mer- 
0" that' having the ſnares broken fot you, 
"W-'cin you, as well as chey, were once bound 
lone I being happily eſcaped your ſelves, had ne- 
x the zhand to help a periſhing brother ! Cer- 
find ily; our Cruelty towatds the Souls of thoſe 
ad Fil our- Enemies, may well be inſerted as 
d UW rem of that Rod that lies upon us, T may 
lence in here, on all che-Caſes, and Cayils, 


ir fel might be objeRed ; only ler. me caution 

5, 1B, Take heed of excufing your ſelyes from 

op Duty, which God will require in the great 
che 


o Account And, let me alſo tell you, 
y though you can't do for them, what you 
ddoz yet, were you as prudent, as hum 
# compaſſionate, as Ah Las as ſelf-deny# 


y Our 
1, NO 
them 
elyes : 


Dy 


img 


, » , © & 
\ , 


ing, 8s ative; as you ſhould be, and, as « 
= may wiſh you, had been, you mig 
oye done far more, than you have don 
[4 © 294 | 
3+ The Rod hath. alſo 8 Voice to the Indh. « 
vidual Members of this Church of God, Wiſes 
every. Family, ſo eyery Soul of the Family, (ul 
mourn..apart,. God hath not only. Family.diif; 
fences, Congregation-ſfinsz but Perſonal Mifhy: 
carriages, to reckon with us for. He is calli 
us our, one by one, as thoſe that-acal; 
the women, Joh, $..9, What I have toi 
here ,, I ſhall colich under theſe erwo - Qu 
tons. Ky 
How have you beſtowed your Talents ? 
How have you kept your Watch ? h 
. 1, How . have; you beſtowed . your Talent of 
The Kingdom of Heaven is as 4 man travel 
znto a firr country, who called his own [affred 
wants, and delivered unte them his good: ; iiſen-. 
wnts one he gave five Talents, to another wtu\ 
Matth..25. 14,15, Our Lord hath intrulfife ol 
us with his Goods ; He hath lefe all the Ric 
of. his. houſe in our hands ;: We have recs of 
our Talents, our Meaſures , and Proportiofid dj 
Now let me ſeriouſly ask you, and my ſelf, nt de 
following Queſtions, 'Y 
t. Have we weiph'd our Talents, and 
fder'd what they are ? You will cell your Monoehy 
though it be after your own Father ; eſpecial 3, -4 
it be but borrowed, or entruſted Mony , willfe ? 
wult again be accounted for. . Chriſtian ! Wh 


afide, and tell thy 'Mony from. .the han Wark, 


£ 


© A ibqpoiceaf be Red. 4 
ky Heavenly Farther, * Take 2 juſt. account, of 
for which chou muſt ſhortly gjve a. juſt 
want: Bogk ,down., chy. Recerpte, 'both for 
| fer, Natures. and Weight. . Thus .much 
«Wh Qcdinarics, and thus much in Excraoygina-« 
' Wifes; Thus many ., years Time, ' Health, Þro- 
hho, Quiet 3 "Thus many Offers of Grace 
ich God made me, and thus long waited for 
Wy xecuen 3: Thus, mariy fignal .- Deliverances 
m Enemies, Diſaſters, and Sickneſſes, and 
ym-uaſcen- Dangers, God only. knows how 
ay. Wher- large Inventories might the 
zeſt of us draw, of apr external enjoy« 
As, which is bur the laſt part of the Tas 
t we have received? If we look ifito the 
ttle-IWorld of the Soul, we ſhall find it ful« 
of Mercies, than the Heavens are of Starrs, 
tes all that Goodneſs that God had pres 
ed ro meet us at the very Womb, there hath 
2 continual. Acceſſion and Succeſſion of 
Mercies,- with the gracious preſeryation of 
old. Alas 1 -we may as well, number the 
ops of ani hours thickeſt Rain, as the Mer- 
$ of an hours Time, Yer take as particular 
{ ditin knowledge of them as you canz 
Wt doubtleſs rhe [Account will be particular $ 
d' hath hes, and where, and hat, and 
Wow of tex, in his Books even to-the utmoſt 
by, Mach, 4, 26, + 
ial 2. Have we' confider'd whoſe... nr Talents 
?  So-far the flochful ſervant. 'was in the 
pit; Lo, there, thou haſt that # thine; 
th, "2.5; 254. Buc ban't 'we rather greedily 
wo Ez tkyrept 


—_— 


Anſw, 


The veree of Hhnba, | 4. 


| {iept Mercits ifirs our Laps,4#s Thieyes;l 
ate cobbing the houſe ; "and "taking all fore 
own, as choſe, chat never think tobe reſpon 
ble; as if *we were the #ſoliite- Lords of. 
the Mercies-we enjoy ? And'is nidt God thy 
cern*d in ſuch-a cafe, tb vitdicate his'own 
tereſt > Remember, Chriſtians; cis Gods gray 
you treaT'ipoh, and plani, nd build, and 

Oritatts you 'feed"on ; his Wot 
and Flix, ind Silks, you cloath and deck j 


ppon'; his 


ſelves" With ©; "his Gold-*atid Silver; ' 5 

hoarding; or trading with ; his Air you bee 
in, and Not- your own. Tis his Word,” 
Promiſes, his Sacraments, his Graces, his! 
rit; his Help, and all the hidden Treaſurie 
his Goſpel, the bleſſed Proviſions of your $6 
they are his, znd not yours.” You never mil 


you never burchaſed, you never repair any 


theſe, nor can you do 1t. 

Bur, may you ſay, This is true indeedof 
men of the World ; they have only a Cr 
but no Evaxgelical Right, to any thing th 
poſſeſs : Bir, what, Hath' the Child no ne 
rishrthan'the- Servant 4  Godlineſs hath t 
promiſe of the "life that now's, and of t| 
which 'ii ro comt,'t Tim, 4; 8.” And- God hs 
promiſed,” with Chriſt, to'give\us all thy 
and that 'Frely; -Rom.'S; 32. So fays thel 
poltle ; Whether Pal, ar Apolloy,or C *pha, 
the WorMi of \Dife, or - Death; 'or things} 


ſent," or as har ql all ate __ A* 2 


3-23. 
— Thelame ApbRile ao ach, chat, The H 


goſ 
1-C 
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' in T be 19 #ichjld, diff ereth. nothing from 


thowghnhd be, Lord of ally Gal. 4, 1, 
+ hach-nqr/given! us the Lnipropriazion, bug 
ieof is Goods: :- The heir ach.na more 
ml propriety: than the ſervant, as Jong as he: 
inder age 3//only here's the diflerence 3. whar 
+ Child: enjoyes, he £nj2yes by vittue of chis 
ajiong and. zxjis_Relacion is. grounded -on 
t.Covenang:berweers (the Father and. Chriſt, 
between Chrif.agd- his choſen,; ; by virtue: 


exeof; they - ſtand the Adopred: Children of 


d; tough Chriſt:; ' ſp that what, we receive, 
receive. on: the account of this Covenant, 
ichhath-made'us 'oyer unto God.and Chriſt, 
God and. Chriſt,, and all his Promiſes, over 
pus ; the Inhericance of all is'ours, though 
\aRtual poſſeflion: be; reſerved, till we are, 
gh Grace, capacitated for it ; all things 
are neceſlary, pro hic, & nu, unto .Life, 
Godline(s,, wg have in Herd the reſt in 

i yer, both what we have in, Hand, andin 

we hold in- Capite, and were :neyer de- 
edifor -the Abſgluce Lords of -itc, - He- that 
ived the fue-Talents, could no.more call 
his own; 'thary he that received but ove; 


hex could the Improvement alkter-the, Proper= | 


W'bir both the Principal, and the Tucreaſe; 


'H 


their Lords, Match. 25. 27. , Our Title 
vangelical indeed; and therefore not Le-" 


WM Legal, as ro map, but not as to, God; why 


doſt tho glory,as if thou hadſt not. received 
1:Cor, 44 7. ONT: | 
; L3 \ - 1+: 3« Have 


I49- 


ik 


' The voice of che" Rod, 
Cy, Have you corfider'd,” why eheſrF, 
wire.tntraſted with you Þ Fhe reaſon why: 
you, rather than with others, is, becauſe 
are his 7: T3au, own {cr wants, his- honlkt 


| Hinds: © You have been broughr-up at his by 


2nd know. his Wotk, 'and tis Will 4 bis 
peRatioris are great from you, he ſeeals to hy 
greater confidence of our Carey and. Skill, wy 
Diligence,/#nd Faichfulntfs, than of Strange 
And then the'Reaſons, why hehath,as it wen 
it out oP his own hands,and caRt it into oun;an 
B:cauſeihe-will learn us, by theſe ſmaller chjng 
to merchandize and trade, 'with-and for Hear: 


he'hach adventured this litfle ſtock with us, t " 


begin with; and'to train'vs'up for higher 
loyments,' And, thathis-Goods might not 

dead, and uſeleſs, he hath committed the F 
forage to us, that the Returns might be m 
to hs Adyan:age, Now this is that ſha 
eye taken: & our: choughes p/-Whar a Bb 
hath God'fet on. ſuch, of Tuch 'a Mercy +1 
how (hall T manage my Courſe, -co bring t 
wp ro-Gods price > Waat a-circumſpect'« 
ſhoald: I 'have, to conniveree with honeſt, al 
ſufficient Dealers ! The! World iis a Fr 
Arerchant, and its Wares are ofno yalue in! 
L>xd's Country, The Devil, js roo ſubtil 
dare not-truſt him ; his &&fign is- ro decnt 
The Fleth will bale, andy @&wa+ hearc 0 
upon Day, and is wont te pay with Prorhll 
2nd, Delayes, and Proteftacions of his g 
Meaning ; How darc I venture my Lord&S« 
m ſuch hands > My gaodmeſs ſhall extend t1! 
Sa 


Ll 


| The Voice of the Red. 
ants; that are in the Earth, and to the Excel. 
win whom © all mydelight, Plal,' 18,3. 
{froward-heart ſhall depart from me, 'F-wilt hor 
wamicked perſon, Pl, 101.4. T wilt bave 
fellowſhip with the nnfrunful works of 
"> erkheſs, but rather regrove them, Eph, 5 .rx. 
"Wh, my -brechren'! how many theufand Mer- 
"Wies have we beffowed: on our Lifts > how'tyany 
Wick; of our 'Maſter*s Goods hay2 we rid our 
nds of, \which we are-never like to ſee one 
ay for? And can-we wonder then, chat our 
ord is come to reckon with us ? M:y not God 
(fly charge us with Rior and Untaithſulneſs, 
{nd rake che Talents from us > Certainly, that 
curſed,” florhful ſeryant, that hid his Zords 
" Mony, 'feems far more excuſable than we; for, 
jough he did no good with his Talent, yet'he 
us accus'd of no hurt he did with it, . Surely, 
ride had never ſo 1mpudently dared God to his 
ace, had it not been for us. The Fleſh had ne- 
Wer took ſuch head, had not we pamper'd it. 
he World had neyer claim'd ſuch Corriyalty 
xich God, had it not been trading with us, in 
ur . Faith, Hope, and Love, May not God 
arge us, as once he charged his own People Þ 
zth.16. 17, 13,19. Thos haſt alſo taken 
by fair Jewels, of my gold, and of my ſilver, 
ch Iipad given thee, and madeſt to thy ſelf 
mages of men, and didft commit whoredons 
* them; And tookeſ® thy broidered par- 
ents, and coveredſt them ; and thoy haſt ſet 
ne o:le, and mine incenſe before thrm. My 
at alſo, which I gave thee, fine flower, and 
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The wicnof.the Rod. 

#rl, and; hony, mhergmith I fed theey thou | 
even ſet it before them, for « ſweet ſawy 
aud thus ut was, ſaith the; Lord Gad. ,. Suny 
had our Maſter noother/ftock, bur: this:thaj 
ig our hands, we-{hould quickly -haye- undae 
bach bigs and} our ſelves. . Therefore, I m 
return, . and take away my Corn in thet 
thereof, and my Wine in the ſeaſon thereef, « 
I\will recover my Wool, and my. Flax, givn 
cover her nakedneſs, - Hol, 2.9. Ah nh 
ſerious refle&ti ns, and thoughts” of heart, t 
theſe. things call for 1 What ſad, and gene 
complain's, are-there of bad Trading int 
world ?. God hath-broken the ſtaff in-rhe mit 
of us, 2nd hedg'd us in on. every fide y thel 
bour of the Arcificer ceaſerh, and the Merch 
begins to. mourn: Men of great Engagement 
and P-pcendance, are ſhattering, like broli 
Reeds, and the Plagues of (God, both at hon 
and.abroad, have waſted vs. Are not tit 
fome of your complajnts to God ? _ And m 


"port God-retort the ſame Complaints on 


and fpread our very, tears, as dung, on « 
faces } The Plague of our heart+is ſpread ut 
fuch a height, that he hath even nail'd vpt 
Doors of his Houſe 2gajnſt. us, - that there fl 
lictle Trading for H:aven, w#hat bath my Bi 
ſoved to do' in my houſe, ſeeing fpe hat 
wrought lewdneſs with many? and the holy fil 
* paſſed from thee, J-r. 11.15, God ſeems! 
Rand off, and toavoid his own H:gh-way, 25: 
he were afraid 'we ſhould come near, to touch hi 
poly things, and pollute? them, as we have dcn 
| He 4. Shall 
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4.” Shall*I*ask you; bit" bath your efitim 
your "Talents been 2 how haye” you! vdlied 
em ? | Pofliply ſuch as beve”retated*t6' 746 
many the preſent” catnal/ caſe,*or advitis 

e of the Fleſh, have been /over-rated ;' yet 
frange'to ſee-on what baſe,” and low terms, 
y. are parted 'with. Tell me', Chriftiany ' 
alt thou rieverſold thy - Ambition'a good pen 
y-worth of theſe things, for alittle honour, or 
referment ;/ nay, for the barepromiſe, or hopes 
it, which-rhea” mayſ(t 'no9w ſer among ' thy 
ſperate Debts 2 Haſt tho! never fold thy Lufts 
huge bargain, for 2 little pleaſure, though” it 
ere entail'd» with ſhame'arid pain enough'? 
re there none of thy Maſter's Goods to be re- 
eem*d- out of the hands of Revenge, and Injy- 
ice Þ Is there-none of thy Lord's Money tobe 
k'd our of 'the Draught of thy Gluttony'ahd 
Irunkennefs ? Ah, Sirs 1-*Are theſe things 
t poor, 'etmpty' notions, think'you ? will they 
meto nothing in the great day -of Account ? 
lan't you deale,' in your repoſed cruſt; as the 
njuſt Steward, 'Luk, 16. 6, 7.' written fifty, 
three feore, (for an hundred, on your Mas 
r's Bill? and? will Conſcience witneſs for 
ou, thar'all hath been right and juſt ? though 
ow it lie under your Bribes and Flarreries,! or 
urs; Certainly , - when God ſhall examirt ic 


pon ; Oath, - ic will ſpeak the whole cruth 'e 


Vhen every Corner ſhall be ſearcht, and ev 
ill ſumm'd-- up,” and every Mite accounted, 
ther thau; or thy Surecy muſt be reſponfible. 
for -our Spiritual Talents, at 'what- a _ 
- have 


\ . The wnce of the Rod. 
have they been proſtituced >- Such as have no 
beep for che Common Market of the World 
as the convictions, phe. bumbling, and month. 
ing Motions of the Holy Spirit, ſuch: as are ny 
for Ceſar's turn z80 friends: .to, the Fleſh 

e have becn often ſent. back, by the hand 

t brought chem, as unproficable Druggs, the 
great burdens that have traubled us, Surely; 
prophane Eſay. never prophantd. his Bi 
right, as we have: prophaned -ouss, - Han't ve 
dealt with Gods moſt precious Gold, and theſe 
rich Jewels, that have been locktup. in the Cu, 
binet of Divine Counſel and Lbye, from 
the Ages of the world, and reſerv'd for ſour 
worthy, unthankful a generation, as we, er 
thoſe glorious privitedges, and liberties of the 
Goſpel, the price of the precious bloud 
Chriſt 5 as we deal with the Rones and nl 
ble wherewich, we, mend our High-ways; 
and made them to pave the - way of ot 
Luſts? O Damnable Ingratieude 1 O curſt 
unfaichfulneſs 1 O horrible impiety ! Is thi 
the. way to provide for a day of Judgment 
to: conſule the! comfort of a death«bed ; the 
glory of a Charch, or the Peace of a Na 
ion ? The Lord awaken us 1 the good Lon 
forgive us! 
- i Bur, ic may be, you have other thoughts 
your ſelyes z- God forbid ir ſhould be ſo; iu 
we make an hjgher account of our Talents tn 
ſo, eſpecially the ſpiritual part of them, 
. What I fay to you, I fay ro my (elf g I woli 
ia God you could al plead Guultleſs bur I, w 
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an conſcious. to the. guiltof this, andfar more 
chan I can expre(s. .. But, for your. further cog» 
vitian, conhder 5 Have. you had ſuch an efteen 
of your Talents 43 you ought 2 Ler me as you 
wean what.account, or reaſon j5 it, that you 
ſockeem them.2,/ Do you prizerhem. as they 
NS: agd the; things wherein your duty 

ddiligencez..and che glory .of God, is bound 
up2 Do you eſteem your work in them, as well 
a5. your- enjoyment of them?, 'Chriſtian 1 Agk 
thy heatt, in carneſt, - Whar is it that thou de- 
fref; of prizeſt, thy Time, Health, Peace, Plen- 

;Xf any ther Priviledges or Enjoymeacs, for? 

n-yau ſay, --you 'prize ther more for their 
ſaryice , than for » their ſweetneſs > more for 
Gods ſake, chan for -your own ?. The Excel. - 


1 lacy, and therefore, the defirableneſs of theſe 


things, lies- in. their End; Now the End of 
theſe-things is Dot in themielycs,.. but. they .aze 
adained Means unto 2 higher End, To prize 
Hialth, for ic ſelf, is nor to priz* it arights 
WW Theſe are che only riches that a ſpiritual heaze 
can take txue content, and delight in, that are 
WY laid'our for God, , The Tradeſman, that means 
to-thrive, will twn all he can into ſock.; a 
Wl penny here, is of more value with him, than 4- 
(hiling, chat muſt Jie dead by him, I hall lay 
nq-more but.chis ; You may jadgs.of your own. 
cle, by your faichful, and practical, applyi 

Is heſe things aato their great and Fagh 


-:$,- har hath been your care abegs yaut Ta- 
levts.2 Vous care of them, and your a= in 
them 7 


p_ 


+ ] 2 50S "db 
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them ? Hire your Dogs been mamtain'd'nith 
the childrens bread ? I mean, *theunreaſonabje; 
and rayenous 'defires, and-luRs of the Fleſh; 
han'*t they 'liv*d 'upon your* Parts /and Gifts) 
nay, on the'yery heart and'blood'of your'durit 
and profeffion + What care hive you had- 
your Miſtei's 'Goods,  to' ktep then clean, and 
ſpotleſs, from che *pollutions-oF your own Ni 
tures, and confticutions; - and- from the abomi. 
nation of 'the Times, 'and Plaees' wherein you 
live 2 O, with what a FHiew do they look ? are 
they ſuch as-will credic the: Owner of them? 
thayn'c you be aſhamed to ſeethem ? would any! 
one-think, that the God of Glory ſhould” bethe 
Autlior "of © ther ? -oh 1 Jet "tis it down, with 
Mary, and wiſh'them otit in otir Tears 1 What 
care have you had of them, 'to keep them re- 
paired? han'c”you worn out 'your Talents, and: 
are ready roeryfor new? for New Lights, to 
do the works of Darkneſ# by'3'' for vew Diſcs. 
veries, and yew wayes, and arc weary. of the 
good" old ' way? Plain, and 'common truths, 
though" never 'ſo neceſſary; or ſeaſonable, ate 
lookt'upon'as'poor, thred-worn rags. "Are they: 
nor new things, ' though neyer-{o notional, 'v&: 
circumſtantial; 'nay, though never ſo dubjous! 
and danverous;' that do moſt 'affeR you ?. Arc 
there nor; t#ny among us, that thave worn-out' 
Repentance;-and-all Duty and Obedience, and 
caſt theryaſide;” for aboliſh*d Txgal Rags? And 
Chriſt, who was obedient unto Death, even. the- 
death" of the Croſs, "mult, be their Sumprer,” to 
Garry their 0/4 ſhoves, avid wonldy bread after 
{kb | them. 


 TheWrnicrif the Red.” 
chinsy O ſenſual-Impicrie/! .O_ hellifly Pride /. 
9:horrible Tngratitnde 1! Can thoſe: Grbeomtes 


ith 

ie) Wehink rhus to deceive God 2 Again, What care 
h's you had-in-yolt [Talents #i Haye-you beer 
ty Fading" for God,” and-your 'Souls;-with that: 


tes {hwrineſs and diligence, with :thae; wazchfulneſs 
«& Wndunweariednefs; with that life and; aStivity, 
nd Ws'you have traded for, and with, the. World 7 
\f' x\you' beerv careful 'ro-bagket: up7all thoſe 


Fragments * at: your Maſtei's - Table, all choſe 
1ddiEnds of Time, | Trutlis, and: Experiences, 
hat-nothing/ be -loſt-?:- or. han't, che, world des 
purd' the main: Feaſt, and the Fleſh and-the 
Devil hail the reſt:2. Have you dealc wiſely, and 
ſparmgly,'with thoſe that have dealt deceirfully 
mith'you ? Ah, my Brethren 1 can' you ſay it 
ns for want of no care in you, that you felt 
re- Wntoſuch, or ſuch 2 temptation ? chat you? miſ- 
ad Mearried im ſuch, or ſuch a duty or defign-y Why 
to Mhach\God made: us to eat our bread with cares 
0. Wfulmeſs, and; drink, our water with" aftoniſha 
he' ment,” and threatned to make our Land deſs- 
vs, ate; of all that is therein? as he thieatned 1/- 
re Wael, Exch. 12, 19. but to convince us of our 
ey Minful carcleſneſs? / will (end a fire on Mageg, 
ot' Wand among them that dwell careleftly 1n' the 
us! Wiſes, "Ezek, 39. 6. How little hath it troubled 
re Wis, 'which' End hath gon forward, ſq that: our 
ut' own E xd; haye been accompliſhed # how: little 
ad? Whath che Glory of God been ſer by, when out 
ro ons Concernmencs haye ſtood in Competition 
be- with it 2: - - #1. of) 4 1431 

to if 6, :þ4d hath been the Increaſe of! your T4- 


ter- ar lents ? 


tents + Wir have (you gairieds 'wbere 2renhe 
ocher fiye you' have multiplied # whar have y; 
by  Sabbaths and- Sacraments #' where! 


Tops tied Bal; thir Patknctyabeshinnl, 


lity, chat Heavenly-mindedneſs, that Prudeng, 
and Zeal, and Brotherly«kindneſs, thac yo 
bave been trading with, and. trading, fo 
Where /are the ſlain, and. the ſpoils of you 
ſpiritual Batrels# che luſts you have ſubdued, 
the remptacions you have conquer*d ?: where 


your experiences, and your ſongs of deliveranics 
Ah, my Brethren! Where are the: returns d ic 
your Prayers, and the viQtorious Trophies « 


your Faichy what have you gotten from Go 
and for God ? where's the Fruit you have (0 
long Rood in, Gods Garden for # where's 1 
fmell of your Spices, and that ripe: Fruit yo 
have to preſent your Lord, your Beloved with 
now that he is come down into his YVineyerit 


Come, my beloved, let us go forth unto the fill: 


tet ms ledge in the villages. Let us get up ta) 
ro the vineyards, let ws ſee if the V ine flourilh, 
whether the tender grape appear, and the pow 


grenates bud forth: there will 1 give thee nM 


faves. And can you affure: him, T he Mar 
drakes grove a [mell, and at our gates art Ml 
manuer of pleaſant fruit, new and old, which 
have laid up for thee, O my Beloved? Cant.) 
Tr,12,t5, Can:you look backsand ſay, Thi 
I have gotten by this weeks merciesand ducies | 
this I have gain'd by this day's opportunities 
this fruit, this bleſſed crop, I have to ſhew 


this years hasbyndry and patiente © Or, arc you 


il 
rofi 
Ns 

an 
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he Mcor walkingiina Rewnd of Dutics and Mareics; 
wM2nd returning to the ſaiye poine ill ?going from) 
©: {flower to Flower,and returning as empty hoint; 
w. Was you went out?O thar Tcould perſwade'my ſelf, 
and' you, to'-ſpend-more-ſeriotis houts'in'onr 
ounting-Rouſe, 'to retire” our ſelyes with God, 
ur we might prove our ſelyes entire at laſt and- 
anting nothing, | 
Nowtake up your Talents, one by one, and 
igh chem in-theſe Scales, 
1. Tour Time, Whar hath been your Efteem, 
your Care, your Improvernent, of this Talent F 
poſe, that- God were now calling you to an 
ecount for your Time 3 What can you ot 
many years you have enjoy'd it, it may be, 
ty, thirty, or forty years; divide this into 
yes, and hours, and how few can you pick 
t, that have been faithfully employed, in the 
ious work &f God, and your own Souls 7 
pw |1ctle will chere redound to the camfort'of 
ur account? + Was not the moſt, or = great 
art of your Time, ſpent in an unregenerace 
tate ? Eyery hour of that time is loſt : and; 
nce God hath open*4 your eyes, how much 
your time haye you {lept away, beyond whac 
uld have refreſhed Nature ? How muctr hath 
he world, carnal pleaſures, needleſs yifits, un-/ 
roficable diſcourſes, and unneceſſarie recrea- 
hiſons eaten up > Thar little time, that-you have: 
any-meaſure improved ; with what fainenefs, 
tonſtancy, and luke-warm. indifferencie, hath 
een done > Oh, Chriſtians !* Look back"on 
k& many hours you have leiter'daway, and 
; j ſports 
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AAS 62 vo finn'd amay;; -are yo 

—_ Y ro anſwer - the Juſt God r all this 
Have. you never been, even burdened! with yau 
tine, that you! have invented: ſuch® things # 
Pait;mes, to zid:your -hands. of itt as if 'Go 
had ;noc T, you- work enough - for you 
day 2 Nay, :haye-you neyer begrutcht him, and 
r own Souls, any of that time. which hath 
on their unqueſtionable duc ?., Have .Sabbaths 
and 'Duties, hatch Prayer and. Faſting, neyer 
been a wearineſs to you ? Let Conſcience ſpeak 
now, and judge uprightly between God and 
us. And. can we think, that "God hath taken 
this well at our hands 3. Are not all theſe things 
witttten on that bloody , Sword that is dram 
out. again us? What Talcni have we more 
precious.than our Time ? tis that, wherein al 
the. reſt are wraptup, Were the day of Gra 
over, all the offers of Grace, and--means of 
Grace, and hopes 'of Grace , (ſhould be ove 
too, Ah ! could. you but hear thoſe heart-! 
meltifg groans, and fruitleſs wiſhes of the 
Damned, for one of your..idle hours z hoy 
would it aff you 2 and, ſhould God at laft 
ſend vs thither, to learn che worth of Time; 
how ſadly ſhould: we repent it, and rue tt to al 
eternity. Oh +; gierhinks it (hould Rrike a ters 
Tour. 1nto0..,our.very ſouls, whenever we ſee the i 
Sun ſer, ro-confider, Mow there is a day more 
gone, .and I. am not ſure to ſee the dawning 
of another, can, I'tell, whether God-hath ſaid! 
of me, * Fhow, Fyal, this mght ſhall: thy ſoul - 
required; and..an £xaR account.required c00? 
I know 
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now,/\I-am one_.day oldery I cannor fay; I - 
n-one jor berter, than I was this morning :* 

ic may be, bave no ſmall cauſe to fearthar T- 
1 ſome degrees worſe. | Do ſuch thoughts as 

e never lie down with you, and keep yo 

ing, when others are aſleep ? God is now 
ne. forth againſt us, with his Glaſs in one 
je hahd, and his Sword in the other, to' meas 
re or Time, and to cut it of, The Glaſs runs 
ace; nay, ſome of the laſt ſands ſeem'to be 
paring for a fatal motion ; and when once 
is out, who knows, whether eyer he will turn 
up for us more ? God is now reckoning with 

neighbours, for their timez and, for ought 
know, may call at our doors, on the very 
ne Errand, befoxe ke return to his Place, - Be 

e; he will ſhortly come, and make all 
nn. with you 5 and are your Accounts ready £ 
There are theſe five , or fix things &= 
cially; - that ſer up the rate; and price of 
me, | | 
t..'T;s the more precious, becauſe 'tis bor 
wed time, Did you neyer hear Conſct= 

& crying out to you, for the loſs of your 
Wc, 25 the man did to E/:ſhe, for the loſs of 
 Axe-bead, x Kin. 6.5, Alas} for it was 
rrowed, The Candle, you loiter, and play 
Wy, is but borrowed Lzghr, The Time you 
rofuſely ſpend; is but the time of your Re- 


ing Wal; .. The Sentence of Death is paſt upon 


Row, JF. 12. So death rig all men} 
that all have ſinned. a condemned 


Wig berween the Scatence and the Execution, 
1 M hes 


ny iS : o 
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whether, ever tirhe were more” precious | 
"him 3 how vile and ſecure ſoever he was befor | 
%is range, if now he be not ferious, Why, of. 
your caſe, Chriſtians ;- you are calt by Gail. 
Law, and condemn'd, Body and Soul, int 
Court of his- Supream 'Juſticez only, herey 
are reprived a while, and held in this prij 

of - the world, that we might provide for tl. 
other world, and ſue opt 'our pardon, while i. 
nay be had ; *cis meerly the Indulgence of c 
gracious Judge, that hath'fhewn, chis reſpet oil. 
our Souls, and lent us this repenting,and return 

ing time, And, is this our aſe, brethren? Hog, 
precious, and how dezr an efteem then fol, 
We haye of our borrowed Time 
i 2,.The Shertneſs of Time, adds to the F: 
caloncy'of it, The tirhe paſt, was ours tf , 
3s. now gone, and ſhall 'neyer 'be ours mori , 
The time ts come. is trone of ours, nor d 
know whether ever ic ſhall ; onely the prey 
| 150urs, which is but a momentany time, 
hve- by : Moments, the thortet diviſion « 
eime thac is imaginable, O, Sirs 1 if youcal 
but ſee, in what a narrow Track you are gong; 
methinks it ſhould amaze you; Would your. 
think'a tan; in deſpermte "hazzatd, that wa_h,. 
walking 6n-the Þigheſt Tower, from one Ping; 
t0-4nother, and had no other footing to ſec... 
himſelf z would you not expe& to ſee. him tl. 
ble, every moment e "This is your very cafe, il. 
are. walking: frſone pinnacle of Time ton, 1 
ther, -andyour $ are open underneath, ',.. 
receive you z nay, are you ſure that Hell MW... 
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Wt ar the bottom too 8 Never was there one 
fon z2t eſcap*t che firſt ; few, but meer wich both 
}: WM once ; the leaſt crip, or ſtep awry, nay, the 
=: wichdrawmenc' of chat hand chat upholds 
zu, may coſt you as much as Bodies, and Souls, 
)d-all your hopes are worth, in a moment; 
the value, ahd conſequence of one Mo. - 
" "ents time { oh, the deſperate blindneſs, and 
Idneſs of our ſecure hearts | Nay, if you mea- 
your. whole time in the world, at one 
Waught, you will find it very ſhort, Are wot 
r dages few ? ſayes, Job, chap, 10, 20. Be= 
d, thou haſt made my dajes at an hand 
adth, and mine age Us as nothing before theeg 
1, 39. 5. Again, by that time you haye diſs 
ed all that time you haye loſt, while you 
dead in treſpaſſes and ins ; i your HMate- 
| pramd ; befades thoſe Del:quia anime, the 
mngs, and ſwoonings of the Soul, and in- 
niſions of its ſpiricual, and regular motions, 
| operations; you will find, I fcar, a very 
ill pittance of time left you z for, tam di 
"W111, quam bene vitimus ; We never haye 
W'd longer-than we have liv*d well, 
3, The Excellency of time lies muth in the 
rtainty of xr, Time isa golden Chaing 
ich is let down out of Heaven to us, bat by 
nd; like Facob's E1dder ; we are walking 
fep to ſtep in it, and can ſce no farther 
» awe go; the yery next, for ought we know, 
be the Top=round, which may lodge us, in 
endleſs, if not an eaſcleſs eternity; My 
ture in thy hand, fayes David, Pſal,zy 15. 
 % M 2 And 
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And, have we liv'd as thoſe, that can*t prom 
themſelves one hour more- in the world? y 

| thoſe, that 'have taken their laſt, and. ſolen 
feaves of all the world ? as thoſe that do hy 
look for 2 good hour? that lie afloat on tel 
Borders of another world, and verily expe 
that the next Tide ſhall ſer chem op Shou 

» Or, han'c, we been building on that which | 
none of our own, and pieſuming on thatur 
ſeen_rime, that is in Gods hands ? Oh, 
madneſs ! oh, the effaſcinated madneſs ( 
ſuch adyenturers 1 How is it that mt 
onal Creatures ſhould eyer a& fo irraic 
nally! _. . 

4. Gods Patience contributes much ti t 
glory of Time, This is the time of his Pa 
ence: God is now bearing, and forbeariny 
Sparing Ks, as A man fpareth his own ſon t e 
ferveth him, Mal. 3. 17, How many tid 
{and juſt occaſions of ruining us, bodies at 
ſouls, hath every day of our liyes offe1'd hin 
and yer he is content to ſhut his eyes at « 
infirmities, our unthankfulneſs, unfaichfulnd 

incopſtancy, and ſtubborn unducifulneſs, 
are every day trying the ſtrength and leng 

of his Patience ; and thruſting a Sword 1! b,: 
his trands, even daring him to ſtrike, ON 
what affronts have we given ! and what Paff®* 
ence hatch he (hewn ? Had we been but ſen nn” . 
of one drop--of that wrath, that- thoſe dann? 3 
ſouls in H:1| are deſpairing under z we ſhe mae 
know, that the time of Patience, is precious tf* off 
apderd. Were you neyer ſet on the Rack of 
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menting paing or diſtrels of body, or mind ? 
1d; done, you remember whac thoughts you 
aft hy Hin't you found a vaſt difference - 
ween fickneſs and health, pains and caſe; 


. a wough there be a great ingrediency of Mercy 
ad Patience in all. thi®? Surely, we fhall 


otly know the odds berween the day of Gods 
tience, and the time of his Vengeance. When 
we know what- Helis, whether by our 
liverance from ic, or our {ſuffering in it, we 
ll ch:n better know the worth of a dayes 
ience, Nay, ler me ſay, that one day here, 
of far greater conſequence and moment, at 
iſt, as to our ſelyes, than a thouſand deyes 
were there any ſuch Meaſures of Tine in 
eroity ) in Heaven. 
5. This is the time of onr Viſitation, and 
efore moſt precious time, Suppoſe all your 
es, and poſhbilities of ſalvation, ſhould end 
th this day, what would your: care:and Ac. 
- {uit be of chis day / and how very ſhort would 
Wieem to bez? How would you watch the poſt.ng 


1 Urs, and bethink the declining ſhadows + 


then,if you could but cry unto the Lord, and 
ail with him; as once 1ſa:4h did for Hezes 
h;2 Kinp.20.1 1. that the $un might go back 
ne tem degrees, whilſt you might work out 
Wur Salyarion, and make your peace with God, 
Mow *cis a /ittle more ſlumber, a little more 
e ; but Then 3g. would be, a little more time, 
\Witle more ſpace to rep:nc ; Oae Sabbach more, 
Me offer of Grace more, one tender of Chriſt 
| : M 3 ; more, 


he T1 4s The vorce of the Rod. 
© more, one repenting one returning howr 
all the world chen for,one inch of tiwe z Rich 
es, Hcnours, Eaſe, Pleaſures, and all for a lit 
of this precicus Time, Why, Chriſtians 1 n 
js the accepted rime; this is: the day of Saint 
tion; What is it chat God hath been call 
for, and expeQting from you, all your liyes hf 
thetto > what hath been the language of exyiſÞi 
day of your time ? and why hath he added th 
one day mote, but that you 'might nowheat 
and live > How long, ye ſimple ones,will ye InffiÞ1 
 femplicity ) Open to me, my Sifter, my LnyWpt 
wy Dove, my undefiled; for my head « 
with dew, and my "locks with the dro; ff 
the nipht:i--. Behold, I ſtand at the door, aff 
kzock, My Son, give me thy heart, Ant. 
thou that sleepeft, aud ariſe from the 
and Chrift ſhall give thee light, Harth not 
been the yoice chat hath waited at your de 
all your lives long > What hath God been 
ing in you, and with you, and for yau, ba}na 
here and in H:aven, but to prepareyou for Claſu 
xy, and'to prepare Glory for you 3 
Had you a great, and a dcar Friend, ina! 
Conntry, whom you had a long: time long 
and looked for, 2nd now at length had regtint 
a promiſe of his ſpeedy return z if you had bit 
day, or ſome ſhoxt time, to prepare for his 
ming ; how carefilly would you improve eve 
part of that day, or time, iÞ all poſlible prep 
ratiqn ? Every $2rvant ſhould do his part, 4 
every thing ſhould ſtand in its place and orc 
for the beſt accomodation they arc capable 0 | 
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| how little would you bethink ſuch a dayes 

ork e- whar fears would there be, left night 

zould come on you too ſoon for your work } 

pu would hardly baye time to eat; your meat 

midſt ſuch Imployments ; much leſs, would you 

llindc down, and talk, and j:ft away your time: 
s hh, methinks I ſce, with what life and aQRivicy, 
evef@ich. what delightſome labour, and ayer. curious 
| thilfical, you are taken up in ſuch a caſe} _ And 
heafion, Chriſtian, hach Conſcience noching-to ſay 
e lnWÞocerning theſe things > "This is your caſe 
LeyWpch this been your courſe, and your care > This 
been your Preparation-day; hath this been 

01 pur Preparation-work ? Shall the Deyil find 
r, afs Houſe empty, ſwept, and garniſht, Matth, 
{nd 2- 44, and ſhall God find a foul houſe at 
dren > Why ! what haſt thou elſe to do 
orthiÞ the world ? what. buſineſs of greater conſc= 
 doWience, than thine everlaſting happineſs? what 
en (ofÞre more weighty, than the care of thy Soul 7 
, bafſſBnd whar is it thou wanteſt for the- doing of 
r Glafſuis work > whart dieeRion, what ſupport, what 
couragement > O be ſure, that when thy 

n 4 Word cometh, he find thee ſo doing, | 
love 6, 1t i 4 determined, ſet time, and therg- 
ectinÞpre the more preciozs, God hath meaſured 
d burfWhee pur thy time, and thou muſt be accounta» 
his «lc for every Minuce of it. He that hath ſer 
e erounds to the Sea, hath ſer bounds alſo to thy 
. preniſ®irne ; that hicherto thou ſhalt. go, and no 
rt, Wrther 2 He that hath nuwbred the hairs on thy 
| ordWcad, hath numbred the hours, and minutes of 
by dayes ; he hath determined thy- laſt hour, 
M 4 and 
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iilny laft breath, and thou ſhait not paſsory 


Rep beyond, ir, When that appointed Perjodlifh ro 


is once come, the very next moment lands the 
on thy endleſs eternity z there is no maſtering 
corrupting, or intreating of Death z«when Gulf 
ſends it, ic muſt perform irs office and meſſag 
ler the work of thy Soul, or the concernments 
thy Body, lic how they will ; Whereecyer thot 
art, at, me, or abrodd z whatever thy promi, 
ſes, or" reioJutzons bg for the future ; the hour 


that God hath determined, (hall Rand, Wl |, 


with what terrour ſhould "this awaken us, tt 
lay hold on preſent time 1 Now, Chriſtian ;oll 
m*, hafg chou thus ſeriouſly weighed thy tine 
Queſtionleſs, thele common MNotzons are nt 
ſtrangers to you z this is not the firſt, nor th 
| third, nor, it may be, the twentieth rime, that 
you have heard the precioufneſs of Time, 

and more fully diſplayed, But, ler me ask you 


Haye you been ſo thorowly acquainted with ine 


that I might well haye fpar*d my pains about | 


WOW ? whac ſolemn times hows ou: taken, to 


exerciſe your moft udious, and retired though 
about ic > what an influence hath the knowl d 
of it had apon you ? This js an every dye 
Mercy, andrtherefore ſhould be thy eyery dy 
Work, as it-is thy every dayes Duty, Thin 
thus of your Time oft bay and 'you will ſpent 


ycur Time betrer, , that I could ſo rival 


theſe nails, on my own and your hearts, thi 
they might neyer fitart back more z that t 

- may live, and dye with us 1 O, never forget yo 
Fune 1 che worth of it, and your approachin 


v 1 
, 
wo 
her 


n Jar 
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\....) TWaeers thoKed, 

zoe for et" Can-you forget, ro 1310 your 
th, or to Gat your daily bread > Will a 
cr 1pple forger bis Cratch, or..a Traveller his 
o WP oſ1?: As long a5-you have time, remember your 
die ; and that Time, when Tie ſhall be no 


F, 
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* Thiss in general, I might ſhew you, that 
here are ſome ſeaſons, more eſpecially precious 
an others 7 AS, y LS 
ul” 1. The Time of Touth, The Firſt-fruits are 
Wioly, and more precious than all the Crop be. 
des ;-- on the account of Divine Choice, Conſe- 
ration, and Propriety. Nay, on a Nataral, 
md Aforal account too ; This is the ſeaſoning 
bt the Feſſel, che initiating, chooſing, cove- 
Iqnting-time, Here, ordinarily, are the foun- 
ations of eternity ' laid; and the firſt Goajs 
loward another world, on which. the whole 
Raceafrer doth . much depend; the time © 
nWereatelt ſervice, or diſ-ſeryice. | 
fl 2. Sabbath times, are moſt precious times 
Wndeed, "The Day' of Gods -own ſeparation, 
his is the Jewel 1n the Ring ; though every 
Wart be precious, yer . the Jewel out-yalues: all 
he. Ring beſides, , The moſt pure Elixir, ifI 
ay fo ſpeak, refined two degrees above the 
Ouinteſtence of Time. The Authority, and the 
WEnd of its Inſtitution, together with the adjunC&t 
Privitedges of this part of Time , do ligh- 
adyance the unyaluable price, and warth 
ff it, 
ul 3. The times of the Goſpel, are gloriovs, and 
1nMprecious times, Times of glorious Light; = 
| p02 
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lorious Hopes; of precious Graces; of exceed. 

nw ng oreat, and precious Promiſe ; Nays and! 

2 Pete, 4 Performances too, This 4s the Glo of the 
fater Houſe, prophefied of by He a1, Chap. 2,9, 
Life and immortality ts brought to light by the 
Goſpel, 2 Tim, 1.10. Theſe are the tires ſp 
much looked, and. longed for, of old. Lud, 
z0w letteft thou'thy ſeruant depart 3n peace, ac. 
cording tothy word, for nine eyes, have ſeen thy 
ſalvation, ſaid old Simeon, Luk, 2, 29, 30, 
This is the Summer, the Harveſt bf the Church 
one day loſt now, is of ſadder conſequence, 
than ſeven in the Winter of former times, 
"4. Times of affliffiony are alſo eminently 
pretious. . When the Iron is hot and malleable, 
then harh the "Artiſt an advantage to ſhape ;; 
eo his mind 3 "The daics of the Saints great 
M'\crics, are wont to be the daies of God 
oreateſt Metcies : their moſt painful, thei 
moft gainful* hours 5; both' in weſpeRt « 
their ſupporting Cordials under them, an 
the blefled Ends of chem. I might hayeen 
inlarg*d on theſe things, but my preſent haſte 
and ſtraits prevent ne, | 
. © Thus we haye briefly examined our firſt Ta 
lent *'of Tie. And, ob, Sits 1. may we not 
dip, our pens in tears of blood, ang write 7ekel 
on it? : 

. 2; How have you improy*d your Parts 46 
Gifts 2 If Conſcience might bur ſpeak free 
here, ir worttd make you bluſh before God, 

I, Confider, how low and mean are they, of 
- what they might have been 2 hey for the on all 
6 
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120g 3.9 ought to be reachers, ye 
one 7a ,Jou again, whith be the 
ye of the Oracles of God, Heb.5.1 2, 
low is your knowledge } how weak are 
your reaſon and capacities! We are ftill like 
children, and babes 1n Chriſt ; like Trees, at a 
Reed, though by the Fountain's fi ide, and in 
the midſt of the Paradiſe of God ; like nate 
xox=mourh? d Botcles, that receive bur by. drops, 
and, it may be, leak it our as faſt again, 
2, How lictle hath there been Srdra 'dto the 


yed j | May not God ſay of us, as Chriſt, of the 
ten:that were cleanſed ? Lak, 17. 19. Were 
there not tex cleanſed > but where are the nine? 
Were there- not ten Gifts beſtowed, but where 
are the. nine? May not Conſcience anſwer, 
The. World hath had a ſhare, and Self a ſhare, 

zod phe Fle(h a ſhare, Luſt a ſhare, and the De- 
vila_ ſhare roo, Haye not theſe divided the 


beftowed thy , Wits. moſt ? thy Learning, thy 
keafon? han't che Pleaſures, the Profits, the 
Etcens :and Cregic of the world, had more of 
thy ſtudy than Gold, and thy Saul ? Is there no 
mark for . Repentince here 3 how doſt thou 2 
how dareſt thou anſwer this before the grear 
God» Art thou not ſenſible, what a damnable 
deal of Self-confidence, Self-actriburion, and 
Self.ſeeking, hath as into thy moſt ſpiritte 


Al Ducies ? "nnd haye theſe things neyer troubled 
_ thee 2 


Glory of the Ponour, of what we have recei- 


ſpoils.> Tell me, Chriſtian ; Where haft thou ” 
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. *crer Limentation ? have you never been forct 


| "The Voice of the Rod) 
thee? Have thy parts never pulfe thee" up with 
ſome bigs thougins of thy ſelf, and an under. 
yaluing: account of thoſe that are weaker } Haft 
thou never been ready to flatter, and adore thy 
ſelf,1nd pleas'd thee with the RefleRions of thy 
own beams, and the good opinion of othey 
£oncerning thee ?. Haye you no Experiences that 
can comment on -what, 1 ſay, and rup parall| 
with me here? have your dayes of priyate Hy. 
miljation never afforded you juſt cauſe of ſe, 


to ſeck for 2 corner, to weep oyer your on 
prayers and tears, on this very account ? han'; 
you been. ready to reſt in the bare exerciſe of 
Gifts, without Grace, and to miſtake Gifcs for 
Grace? haye you never had reaſon to queſtion, 
from the ſelfiſhneſs, or flatneſs of Ditties, whes 
ther it were God, 'or Nature only, the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, or the natural, and acquired eleyations 
of the rational Soul that aRed and ſtzer'd you? 
have you liv'd on the heart and virals of Duty? 
Can you ſay with Bernard, Nanguan 4b tt 
abſque te recedo, ' I never go'away from thee, 
wichout thee ? Oh, my Brethren ! can you pick 
up nothing here, that deſerves to be ſer among 
your Corrigenda, the ſcapes, and blemilhes ot 
your Duties and Lives ? | 

3, How haye you improy*d your Gra * 
Theſe are your diſtinguiſhing Talents, whici 
difference you from all others in the World. 
The Nether Springs of Time, and Parts, and 
external Enjoyments, are common to the Straſe 


gers z bur theſe wpper Springs are the _ 
| ſl 


* _Thevoiciof the Rod; 
Priviledges Look over your Graces, now, and, 
onfiderg what Care, what account, what in+, 


laſt Mereaſe, have,you made 'of them > Haye you 
hn, efted holineſs in the fear of God? 2 Car, 
my 07. 5. | 

hes W- What can you ſay of your Repentance-? bath 


e.beerr' a Repentance from dead works > Heb. 
allel W6. 1. 2 mortifying' Repentance ? Whats be-' 
ome of the fins you haye ſo often confeſfed, 
and complained of to God, and: made as if you 
were ſo. exceedingly wearie and aſham'd of, 
nd tronbled about > Would you willingly give 
od leave to ſearch every corner of your hearts 
of Wand lives for them > Are there none of thoſe 
for Stoller Images you have ſo conſtantly, and-con« 
lon, Midently denied, and defied, co be found in your 
ſhes WTents > None, but thoſe you have ſerved, as 
t of {7ael. ſerved S:ſera, thar lie dead at your feet 1 
ons WWhere are the /vely Fruits of your Repentance 
ou? Wunto: /ife, which may teſtifie for you, that it 
ath been in fairhfulneſs, and 'in cruth ? han't 
= Repentances been like a Cake not turn'd, 
*d.only on the top ? or, like the Tears of the 
Crocodile, that ſeems to weep over the Prey, 
he inwardly rejoyceth in 7 Have you repented 
| of unto God,orunto men only ? hath your S>rrow 
proceeded from the evil, and finfulneſs of fin, or 

44 *Fmecrly from the danger of ir > Oh, Chriſtians} 
ict Was'ever you expe& comforr from any of your 
tld. Graces, make theſe things clear to your ſelyes, 
andAll your hopes of Pardon, and Juſtification,and 
rai*Fconſequencly, . of. all that good you expect 1n 
rensFthis World or another, are built on che ſincerity 


Pris of 


6 eats 
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| youſeme of rhvfe' that defre't 


ops 01h, PST, ; 
FhePoice of the Kod! * 
of your Repentzhce. © What haye you is & 
with Pardon without Repenrance 7: I'even tt 
ble, co think of *thoſe many thouſands in th 
world, that haye'made their own Pardong, and 
ſcal'd them with all their confidence ; with 
what ſhame nd horrour will their faces be1y. 
palled, when God ſhall cear theſe forged In 
dalgences out of their hands, and burn then, 
and their'lyins Pardons, together, Are not 
he Beaſts with al 
his Lies and Effaſcinarions > and what ! wil 
ye turn Popes to your own Souls ? and el 
your Luſts the Ind#/gences of your own Inſcript# 
on ? Ah, Brethren ! Remembers A bare Con« 
feffion is but an external concomitant'of Re 
pentance z* and a bare ſorrow for fing is but 4 
part of Repentance, Your words, your tea, 
and your hopes, may all *deceive you, Re 
pentance, is a wonderful changing and trats 
forming thing. See, how the Apoſtle deſcribes 
ity 2 Cor, 7.11. For, behold, this [elf ſam 
thing that. ye ſorromed after 4 godly ſort, whit 
carefulneſs it wrought tn you, yea, what clear 
ing of your ſelves, yea, what indignation, yu, 
what fear, yea, what vehement deſire, yea, whit 
&eal, yea, what revenge? Oh! 'what a diffe. 
rence #3 there berween: our ſorrowing for fin, 
and our ſorrowing for the croſſes and troubles 
of the world # how naturally do*we grieve fot 
theſ: things ! we need no Monitors here 5 ol 
ſorrows ſeldom keep within their bounds, Bu 
When we come to mourn for fins chow are We 


firairned 1 how cold and dead ate wry bi 
4 r 


ard mult we-wring for a tear ! what @ tiy 
nyc we, to rub a little life into our frozen af. 
ions! like Rones caſt into the air, they fly 
o farther, thani the very dead force 'drives 
hem, and then make haſte to, their old Center 
pain, Oh, my Brethren 1 what can we think 
ff ſuch forced Repencings ? If we repent, as ic 
fere, againſt our Wills, will God pardon. a« 
aifiſt his Will ? | 
What do you think of your Faith > Is not a 
eculative Credence, and a blind Hope, or a 
orttomleſs Perſwafign , . that which you call 
our Faith > Is ic a Coyenancing Faith? an 
bedient, and fruicfil, a holy, and ſpiritualli« 
ng Faith ? Take this for a Rule, A Juſtifying, 
alway a SanRifying Faygh, r Feb. 3, 3. I 
an but hint at things here, and.propoſe you 
e gencral heads, which your own hearts, -I 
ppe, Will more largely comment on,' In a 
ord ,_ Is your. Faith ſuch as is -required in, 
nd ty the Word of God, the Rule of Faith 2.. 
Again, For your Love, and the reſt of your 
praces, that reſide in the Aﬀections 5 who hath, 
nd who hath had, the greateſt ſhare here; God, 
rthe World ; Chriſt, or Self; your Duty, or 
ur preſent Eaſe and Safety ? your Humilicy,, 
otr Patience and Contentment ; your Zeal, 
d Charity, and Brotherly kindneſs ; Isthere 
othine lacking here ? Theſe are the Garments: 
WW ate ſhortly to meet the Bridegroom in 
rethey ſuch as; will become his Table, and bis 
,Mpouſe> Are they not ragged, torn, and foul 2 
there no waſhing-work, no mending-work 
| | here 2? 
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pr look. up i our Lord is com 
to vilic you, * and. tb. reckon , with his Family 
his Harbingers are knocking at your dgors ; and 
is not, the ſound of their Maſter's feet behin; 
them 2 .Shall he find you in this foul, and thy 
ged Plight? oh f "that I could- ſecretly cotne 
every one of your' hearts, and awaken then 
- with Martha's words to Mary, Foh. rt, o, 
The Maſter is come, and calltth for thee, "And 
if you will hear, now is the time ; be ſure, you 
ſhall not- be cali'd upon much longer, -in ſuch 
way as this. Your Conſciences ſhall bear wit 
neſs for me, that I have done what I 
ro a\waken you, Oh, my Brethren! Shall God 
find us ſleeping ini ſuch a day as this > Wil 
he not deal with us, as that Captain did with 
his Souldier , - whoth he found aſleep on tht 
Guard ? Mortawm inven, & mortunin ti 
liqui, Dead I found thee, and dead I lea 
thee, 

4. How have you improv'd your Dt? 
Your, Duties are your Priviledges, and 'yc 
work is part of your wages, © Is it no honour 
to be Seryanit, nay, a Noble in the Court of thi 
moſt high King # Is there to difference be 
tween the ſeryice of God, which .is perfe li« 
berty, '2nd the ſervice of Self, and Satan, whict 
is the . higheſt degree gf Slavery > Now, white. 
an eſteem have you had of your work 2 han 
you over=yalued that, which is of man in 1 
I mean, the _þodily exerciſe, the Modes, 1 
Circumſtances, the viſible excellencies, anda 
compliſhinents of ic; and underyalued thay 


- whis 't; 


| * ; TY dt F ” it < : .< R : 77 $ 
oniWehich' is rhore- immediately of [God > Hand: 


ily 'yather doted bn theexpteſhons»nd extet= 
nat Garbes, thai admir'd and ador'd the Spirit, 
ny which you; have-prayed: or heard? Han 

been + ready co artribure fomething coyour: 


wr Rrcngch, add to forger the hand that leads 

wm! A wher hayh been. the increaſe of your 
aries, both Number and Weight > Wher's 

ac, you: haye-prayed all chis while for; and 

ard and. medicated for #, Do you find that 

pies 'grow: mote eafie-and fact; and your 
 vi*RMearts: more ready) and prompt-and thorowf 
| cn{Wrnifhe ; unto/every+ good word and work ! Ic 
Codiiay be you arg grown more Wordie or Eloquent 

Vil Prayer or. Conference; tore” capacious or: 
vihWrentive in underſtanding ot 'menrorie ; thus 
n 1We-/exerciſe of: -natural *fachlties may in- 

» 1:4caſe the habit: of -its natural: ſtrength, thou 

lea} be- about ſpiricual- ObjeRs ; and yer all the 
While 1t be; bur a:carcaſe without a Soul, - Bur 
«ti Wn - you fay chat duties are! improved-in the 
"yotWirir and life of chem > Don*cyou remember a 
onoutWne-when you: could hardly reach np your hand 
turn the' Key of Prayer, bur were forc't ro 

pd without and call at 4 diftance, amid 

laud'Rabþle of turbulent prophane thoughts, 

cd cold and carnall affeftions ? That in hear- 
Ws:the cloud was fo thick upon-you, that you 

Wuld ſcarce-conclude. whether it were Night or 

vy wich you 2: Thar int yout wordly buſineſſes 

L all -other-duties6f your Generaf or 'Parti- 

r calling, you had much” ado-+ro keep your 

| thilfffje 0n- the Mark 3: much mbre to hivit? And 

whiagy -- ET 00 how 


EM 7h = tes af th » 


| Jools jewich you now? en Spikik 
are Rtill; gerting nearer to'God + Thacs 
former-Diftarices are daily abolifhing thi 

the: abundant: and abounding 'fulneſs of 1 
Grace that's given you >: Are you peri 
. ground on God, ( if I m#y ſo ſpeak} dor 
Rep bring you riearer_ and every: Duty 
you bigher #' I rneats not! in fine” words, or M 
rnica] vefiures, or affected Singulariries, 

in the ſpirituality: and flcth-abafing pomerd 

ir re O', Sirs Can you gather nothing 'f 
this Rod; that may mind/'you of ſomerhi 
that. 1s atiſs in Duties 'Was there nd 
thing. amiſs in Jae: Preaching , and. in x 
Heazing, 'and in both our Praying and oi; 
Duties, chat:God hath cut us ſohort of it noy 
The good Lord, if he hath any pleaſure in 
wy and effectualty difcayer rheſe things 


ay Your Company is another Talent, th 
you mill} reckon for. O what mutual adv 
rage might we have 'made: of this Talent?) 
Merchants of the World accountitheir Con 
nies and Societies, their hows: and places ( 
Commerce and Exchange, oneof their great pt 
viledges, Lawyers and Phy ficians, when the 
come together will be prying into one anotht 
ſecrets and experiences , and propobng ti 
doubts and caſrs depending. Nay'y the wh, 
D)unkards and Whorc-mongers; Brothells aff 
Aflaſſinates: will improve one anothers Cor 
pany for: the.carrying on of '/ their deſired, 


Hough ungodly defignes, to promote” the I 
tere 
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call 


n theis ron as ls 


an wry 
had 
: «.- 1 | We 
wy not curſe , yet bow little Cauſe are we 
keto have, when we come $0 dic, to bl:\ſeone 
nothers Company , and God, for that good 
+ have done or received that way? Are we 

ordinarily as yain,, as worldly, as uſeleſs 
our Cotnpany, as others are. Oh t whence is 
that thoſe that are inſpir'd by the Spirit, led 


; y. the Spiric, and walk in the Spirics ſhould 


« be: thus Carnal 5 Are we the Lights of the 


| : : World ? Ts the Candle of the Lord in us? Joyn 


of more Candles together, and will not 
ei. Flames. preſencly embrace , and dart up in 
hexo a more lofty Spire, and with the more 
raſcendent Glory ? Swre; tis our little Comp 
i0u with God, that hath thus incarnated 


" * Communeon of Saints, Are we trading to= 
Wether for Heaven, ingaoed in the ſame duties, 


*n tit 
10tIC 


eve 
IIs af 
Cor 
efired 
he It 
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d in the ſame dangers? Are our main Con< 

entsxnd Buſinefſes one and che ſame ? Are 
tall bound for che ſame Harbour , and Chil- 
en of one and the fame Father 7 And have we 


"Wthifig co do with and for one another abour 


"Ate there ſo many weak and, feeble and 
ak; athong us, that we may fear how they 
ll hold home 1 And is there no need of a 
ping hand?-"Oh how well would thy Facher 
ke it to ſee thy weaker Brother's burdgn on 
y ſhoulders, helping him along F This is 

| N x hs 
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the glorious commendarion-of -Chrifl's care of 
us; 1/5; 40.11, He ſhall feed bu flock 
4 ſhepheard, be. ſhall rather the Lambs with 
hi arm; and carry them in hu Boſome, nl 
ſhall gemly lead thoſe that are with Jourg, 
Oh thar- we could reſolve thus with our ſelyes, 
when cycr we appen( as we think we ſhould 
carneftly cover ) mito the company of any of 
the Saints of God, Well ! Now here is one 
opporthnity more put into my hands of doing 
or receiving ſome good, the' loſs of this-oppor. 
tunity 'may loſe me one jewel jn my Cromn 
Am I trayelling with him here on the Earth} 
Oh let me travail as many ſteps with him 
ward: 'H:ayen / | 

Bur, by the way, take with you this Car 
Take heed of vein Oftentation, or empy 
circumftantial ſcruples and queſtions ; let 
matter of .your difcotrſe, and the mannert 
It too, be ſuch as may adminiſter Grace, And 
medd)e not ſo much . with other mens fins, vi 
with yolfr own duty, *Tis co be fear'd, tha 
we ſpend more time to exclaim on others ſine 
than to bewail our own; to caſt dirt in othe: 
faces, than- to wipe off, or to weep off chad 
which is on cur own, | And may not this! 
one Caufe, why God hath ſuffered the Ps 
on our comming together, even becanſe be hay 
had no more glory, nor our Selyes and Brethr 
advant: g=this way ? | 

6. Tarr Priviledges are Tafents you nil 
ſhortly atifwer for, And theſe are either, 


Ten 
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2; -Spiricual. )Þ © Ser po 12 19 
x poral I might divide into. Ordinary, 
MX extraordinary. Of che Ordinary:,- I ſhall 
iffagice but in theſe three, and-char b-iefly. 
\&F Oir Health, 7 7 CEO TESTER T 
> ++Qur Peace. | 
Our Plenty #: : *y Tt g- 
1:'Ousr Health. How miſerably haye-we a- 
uſed our- Health, both in its: ſelf, and in its 
ind? In its ſelf + how: ofcen have we-indaty 
ered and impaired ir, through its har&/bon= 
age tor the World or che Flelh.- The- Bady 
ndeed vis your houſe to work in, 3; bur, rake 
ed of eacing down your own walls, . May 
Qt thy diſeaſed, . ſpoiled healch, chy ak:ing 
mbs,and'broken bones cry out en thy coyetous 
art, thy immoderate toyle, thy greedy mind, 
y fool-hardy and audacious tempting of God, 
rthy intemperate life? Nay, in the recovering 
decayed health 5 how hath God been thruſt 
ide, 2s it were, and; natural, -it may. be, di- 
{oolical means onely, or eſpecially ſought un- 
d?: And as for your ends, hath it, not been 
Wore ro pleaſe and'caſe or ſerve the fleſh, than 
WW diſcharge your ducies cowards God ? Hath 
Nt-your Health been 'made your flave and 
doe for the World, and co hold the Candle 
the uacleaneſt of your Luſts > Who hath had 
"W* bonour and ſeryice of your Health + Lex 
onſcience ſpeak the truch now 5 how ſeldome 
th God heard from you more than'in your 
id and cuſtomary way, fill he hach-been even 
| N 3 | forc'c 
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the glorious commendation-of - Chriſt's care 0 
us; 1{s; 40.11. He ſhall feed bu flockWite 
a ſheyheard, he ſhall gather the Lambs with 
hi arm, and carry them 1m hu Boſome, ll 
ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with you 
Oh thar: we could reſolve thus with our ſelys 
whien eycr we appen( as we think we ſhoull 
carneftfy cover ) mito the company of any « 
the Saints of God, Well ! Now -here is one 
opportynity more put into my hands of doing 
or receiving ſome good, the loſs of this-oppor- 
tunity may loſe me one jewel in my Cronn 
Am I'trayelling with him here on the Earth 

Oh let me 'travail as many ſteps with him ts 
wards 'H:ayen / 

Bur, by the way, take with you this Card 
Take heed of vain Oftentation, +or empy 
circumftantial ſcruples and queſtions z let tie 
matter of .your difcourſe, and the manners 
it roo, be ſuch as may adminiſter Grace, And 
meddk not ſo much. with other mens fins, 
with yoſr own duty. *Tis co be fear'd, thi 
we ſpend more time co exclaim on others finneyf 
than to bewail our own; to caſt dir in otheniſ- 
faces, than- to wipe off, or to weep off thaif 
which is on cur own, And may not this 
one Caufe, why God hath ſuffered the Pex 
on our comming together, even becanſe he han 
had no more glory, nor our Selyes and Brethn 
advant:r g=this way ? "- 

6. Tur Priviledges are Talents you nil 
ſhortly atiſwer for, And theſe are either, 


Ten 


"The Temporal I might divide into. Ordinary, 
rr extraordinary, Of che Ordinary.,-I ſhall 
iffagice buc in theſe three, and-that b-iefly, 
& Oir H:alth, ; — A =voames S1ivh 
- \Qur Peace, * 
-'/ Our Plenty#: : - Ln 0124 
"4:Our Health. How miſerably haye-we a- 
ſed our. Health, both in its; ſelf, and in its 
nd? In its ſelf 3 how: ofcen have we-indaty- 
exd [and impaired it, through its har&/bon= 
age to the World or che Fle(h.-  The- Bady 
deed-is your houſe to work in, ;;, bur, rake 
d of cacing down your own walls, . May 
dt thy diſeaſed, . ſpoiled healch, thy ak:ing 
nbsand broken bones cry out en thy coyecous 
art, thy immoderate toyle, thy greedy mind, 
y fool-hardy and audacious tempting of God, 
thy intemperate life? Nay, in the recovering 
decayed health 3 how hath God been thruſt 
de, 2s ic were, and; naturall, -it may. be, di- 
dvolical means onely, or eſpecially fought un- 
?: And as for your ends, hath it, not been 
re to pleaſe and'eaſe or ſerve the fleſh, than 
, \W@} diſcharge yonr ducies towards God ? Hath 
t-your Health been 'made your flave and 
doe for the World, and co hold the Candle 
the uncleaneſt of your Luſts > Who hath had 
e honour and ſeryice of your Hzalth » Lex 
nnſcience ſpeak the truch now 3 how ſeldome 
th God heard from you more than'in your 
Id and cuſtomary way, fill he hath been even 
vr N 3 | forc'c 


hb <a . * Rod,” 
forc't to akeup his Rod, and make foma breach 
upon your Health} And do we' wondat' then 
that he hath ler fly che arrows of Deas 
, -Warr and Peltilence ac us f 
2. Our Peace, How ladly may we look bad 
and lamenc the Peace we have loſt When with 
had peace with men , we regarded got ourif 
peace with God, nor wich one another,C What 
-Quarrels were vc picking? What -Divifon 
were we running amongtt our ſelves? When 
there were none to. fall out. with us, we begulifh 
£o'fall out with one another, and to ſite 0 
fellow-ſervants ; and therefore is God j | 
fallen ourxwith us. We-haye trip our om 
Peace to feather our Nefts, and now, Behold þ 
we eannot {it warm in them, 
" 3. Onur Plenty, How. far and wanton 

we grown, fuft up with the conceit of our ow 
ftrenorh ; God hath filled our Farss an J:/ 
Iiden the Earth with his Mercies, and- willy 
the Fool we have been ready: to ſay, Saul takin 
Thine caſe, *Mercies are: neyer more foyiy 1h 
buſed, than when moſt freely beſtawed.. Whaiih 
hath 'God had/of- all our increaſe z hen thts c 
ſhalt have eaten and be full; then beware life: 
thou forges the Lord, Deut. 6.11,12., Golf | 
hath found, that oroſle feeding doth producich 
i11 bumours , and grofſe miſcariiages, AY: 
they were increaſed, fo they ſinned erein# 1 
Hof. 4.7. And therefore he is fain to keep Uface 
low. df t 
\ I might alſo mind you of your Priviled#Thi 
and dcliyerances extraordinary, Hath Coty 


| " The} ve of the Rel, | 
each never reſcued you from che-very* brink of: the 
then nd reachr you his qa mr gens 
Sc Wat fwks 2 Hath he never over-anſwered 
Irapers' and gone beyond. your Faith wy 
wall s ? Have. you never ſcen” him ſtepping 
6 loitof his commori way, and as ic were breaking - 
; Ol bebedgy of Nawire and Reaſon co/haftero you 
Vhatſrlp:; char you-thave been fore to ſay, Thi 
fron, the Lords doi , It is marvellons in our & 
alſal. 118, 2-3.' And do you think this will 
ePat je forgotten i in the diy account?” What won= 
Wer of Providence did God work for 1ſraef, 
om Egype till they. came into the Land of 
Promiſe ? - Bur, Our Pathers underſtood not 
wonders in Egypt, they remembred not the 
ltitmde of thy mercies, but provoked him at 
See, eves the Red-Rex, They ſoon forget 
twerks » they. waited not for Ah counſels, . 
Pd. 106. 7, 13. Therefore: be lifted uy his 
againſt them, and overthrew them 1nthe 
milerneſs, wer,-26, The abuſe of extraordi- 
Providences, whether of 'Merey or Judge 
vent, on our ſelyes or others for our warning, 
commonly attended with extraordinary ven= 
rance. 
2, Your ſpiritual Priviledges, "and theſe are 
rocuWither External, or Internal, External, as 
AY} 1, Our Miniſtry is-one of your Talents, 
& m{fubich you as welt as we muſt ſhortly give an. 
ceep account for, This ſeems to be one ſpecial yoice 
'f the Rod, and that which it chiefly aims ar, 
leds his is one of the main ' Bones that God: hath 
| Golferoken, the principal vein that he hath Rruck 
ney N 4 us 


He Voice of tf wr 


FOR ONS our fearch-#nd attentionhn 
here- ſhould: be the more. ſerious: and folemne i 


Remember- now with what carcleſs,: cuſtomaty 


Ind.f:rency you-have bin wont to hear; with 
what, drqw(y.y dead, ſecure. affcRions 3 with 
what unbtlief, icreverence y/ hypocrifie; witl 


what a dwided, worldly, and wandring ſpirit; b 
with what 'ncopfiderate, blind Zeal Chriſtianihi 


'reaſon-rthus with thy ſelf ; what an. excellent 


- fayour is this; that I have .qbus long enjoyed] 


What way cpuld the poor blind world have if 


orop*t, out to get. to H:aven: by z- what bi 
Could we have auade ? Muſt hot I and all 


world with me, of necelsiry , haye- perified toll; 


ercrnity , had 4t-nor bin, far Chriſt; and: the 
bleed meniteſtation of . his Goſpel, .che-bring 
in2 in of a betzer Hope ? for Faith comes bybes 
20g; Ram. 10. 17>: And if our Gojpel' br-4 
it 15 bid to them that be laſt, 2 (or. 4, 3.M\ 
pow Whay.hays I-done ? Howcan: I anſwer fot 
what | haye received of this. Talent +. Thi 
leng; kave-[:hped: under ſuch:a mans. Miniſtry 
and.ghus-long ungler- anochers ; Beſides allchok 


accaliona] adyaytages, which have been verſe 


frequ:nt ang precious, With what preparat 


on ? With whar' care? Wich. what humilityſhd 


and ſelſ-denyat z. With what . reſolution ant 


purpole of nearc haye I ſoughg © God and: thifitel 


everlaſting happine(s of .my own: Soul in t 
injoyment © of ſuch Mergjes +} To what purpok 
hath beep all my heariqg and praying hichertc 
A } What work have ,you here to deal plain| 
wirt yout lelves in ? How might your thoughs 

. Jil 


is'l 
I 
ly, 


Ga} 


$ 
Fibre if the Rod, 
ices play anid* every Rne you wen 
# You marcet"6f Limencation !' I'beleech 
| { Biechreny fo for the Lord" Jeſts ſake, ter nor 
it cxrs* be both the” Crs and the Graves 
"theſe" propoſed Canfiderations # oh ler me 
\Wor opert'to your eyei'only, and rhe' curiofiry of 
rit Meer cars and cenfitres; and pack alt op again, 
ian} Fithour any hopes of trading with your hearts! 
is*s-none of mine; but Gods errand, I am 
mt in'; the fruit" of his render care;and com- 
fon 6f your ſonls, Oh, let it mor return 
y'from whence it came ! 'lec_me not carry 
tack in wicneſs' of your ungrateful refufal 1 
24 vill ſhortly come- to reck>n with you him- 
E, he hath' fenc'me but a little before, as the 
rings rr one crying in the Wilderneſs, to warn 
bearWou'to prepare bis' Way, and 'to make his 
«liths fraic.' And, remember ! Let Conſci. 
 Act'fer it down, that this day you have been 
r forfarned, © © fe 
Th} 2.” The Sacr amgonts | ave another, and 1 no 
firg Till part. of your' Talenr, How hall we cake 
thok eidhe, and worth of this Priviledge ? All 
ver t World, and a thouſand more ſuch, will ne- 
aratlﬀr move the Scales aoainſt it, * Oh, che heighr, 
nilit depth, and length; and breadth, of the loye 
and C59, in Chriſt Jeſus 1 How might we begin 
d thiffeſh+ro reckon wich our hearts here ? Have 
n ſhi been ſome of Gods invited: Gueſts, that 
rok weeaten, and drunk ar his Table, and fed upon 
nertolflis Body: and Bloed > *Confider then, 
lainlf 1. Whar you have done, Have you fed on 
pgheariſt, like children, at his Breafts ? or ay 
Jl Lxe 


h V ult on his Fleſh and Blood 2 The 
Fabry he concerning. che Fa& z,yc 


can't deny, bur thar you | baye, caten ac his; Tz. 
ble ; wy have had Jour. ſhare , - and. youſh 
muſt expel} your Reck, awang.; | Tis no.ordinanſy 
fare you Bo fed. upon, and. you may.cxpeiſ 
. that che account will be ſome way anſwerablli 
Salvation or Damuation. mill be the ſumm tad! 
of your Bill of Fare, . Sacraments are- chars: Ws 
able Diſhes; Ir coſt the Great Maſter of, chel 
Sacred Feaſts dear, his deaxeſt, and only. Sw; 
and the Feaſt- holder bimſclf. his' deareſt Blood WV 
And do you tbink to fic at theſe. Tables, arti 
ſame rate, as at the Ordinary df the Wop a 
What. ! think you to plead, yous Feederal, anW9 
Evangelical Right, by the ſeal of -che firks | 
cramenc,. that gave you viſible: Title to rhe ef 
cond ?-; Ah, but, what if chis, {hould but agg 
 vate the buſineſs ? Need. I tell you, that iſ 
firſt admiſſion was upon terms ; and what whelÞ4 
cerms., were? Werg you admired i into the Far 
wuly of God;, and not bound to the Laws ug! 
Diſcipline of the Family 2 Know, my brethreafſÞ 
that there was a mutual Ripulation | in your uſp 
Bapriſazl Agpprion, Surely, "15 no {mall al 
front, for a Dog to lap of the Maſter's choile 
diſb, and at the Table of his moſt ſolemn Feal 
though they belong,as Dogs, to the Family, anÞ" 
go in.and out at the ſame door with the childre 
Oh, Sis} there are high thingy, that - we 4Þo 
Rand chargeable with, on chis Ns and boy 
liccle do we condader it? ., 
2, How hayc you cagrigd your ſelyes. 4B! , 


cf 


| p yorce of .t} PEO" 
«VE \B JEST EY 
rawents! Oh! Where are your moſt 
thoughts? Merbioks;.che | Rod _ ſpeaks 
Te Moder, 9nd plainer bere, chan ordinary; Far 
 poofſſhs cauſe, many are weak, and [ichly, 4 youg 
#. aud many ilzep, I Cor, 11,30. And the 
cauſe you.may-lee,. from ver, 17. t0243, 'I'was 
rableſthcir abuſing, and -prophaning of Sacra:ucngs. 
s tata (ball, bur propoſe things. in general here, and 
aratMeave chem. to be more fully diſcuſſed berween 
.theGod and your awn hearts,,, Conſider then, * 
4. What an influence hath your Baptiſmal 
Vow had upon you 2 how liczle have, you ſtudied 
x Texms and Conditions of thoſe. your firſt 
dentures. between God and you? and how 
1; an@fdow hatb it been. in your rhovghts > Han't ig 
r Saf 44 you, 85 a Ceremony, rather than' a Bui» 
the (eWels of any great import ? > 
zeonl@. 2. With what ſolemn Preparatian have you 
at thiiaited on-God, in the enjoyment. of the ocher 
r cheſacrament f Han't you: ſpent” more time, and 
ie Fire about your Bodies, than, about your Sauls ? 
vs ant in The external, part of Preparation, than in 
We. life, and power, and ſpirit of it? With 
hav ſelf-abhorrencie, wich what brokenneſs af 
Wear, with what hungring affeRions, with 
at faich, and carneſt hope, with what deax 
Mora, and ſpiritual. joy , and holy watchful 
ue, have. you ficeed,” and, filled your ſelyes, 
ir ſq- near, and intimate Communion with 
od ? | wi 


. 
LL 
1 
43 uvi 


z 
b 


3, Whaz.good have you gotten by Sacra». | 


ents > Have you been like Gyancs refreſhed 
th wine f How haye your Graces ning 
| under 
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bnder ſuch heavenly dews > Mave your refoluif 
"608 'been ſtrengrhned,” and your diligence day 
bled ?- hath the Deyil loſt ground in you 2 ob, 
what have you to: ſhew that you have gotren | 
Sacraments ? Are you not as empty, as yain 
as worldly, as impatient, as ſelfiſh afrer, as yo 
"were before > Are theſe things "hke to mae 
for 'the comfort of your . account, at- laſt il; 
Which way can we look, but we may find gui 
andſhame meccing us ? 1s not every leaf in you 
Conſcierices filled* with accuſations agzinſt 30 
ſelyes > 'oh 1 with what aftotijſhing' ſhame mil 
it amaze ſecure finners, when, all that Conſi_ 
ence has co ſay, ſhall bz publiſhe in open 
ourc”, before 'God and Angels, and all ths. 
orld'! Now is "tht: time r5 prevent all this a 
yet you have a repenting hour, a returning ſal 
fon ; © oh,! don't fit ir out,” and ' talk, of 
reſolve ic or fill you come to Eſaw's pili... 
3nd then a whole world will neyer redeem ye 
One ſuch offer more. . TONE LE 
: 3, Good Boks are another part of your Pr 
yiledge, Theſe are ſome of che golden firean 
that have refreſht;, *and nnde olad the City © 
God.  How'wonderfally hath the Church flou 
riſh'c uader theſe Dews + the Pulpit and t 
Preſs have been the two Breaſts of the Spouſe 
ors 2s the Hinds o6 Sampſon, on the Pillars of, 
the Kingdom of Satan. **Tis' ue, theſe Brealt,.., 
haye been, and alwajes are, moleſted with 1 
humours, and give Blood, nay, ſometimes, Poy 
ſon, inſtcad of Milk, Bt, we have that Glad 
in our hands, that will diſcoyer where the Poyh 


LN 


| -- , - Thevoice of thi Rid: 8 - ' ia: 7 
out thei? To the Loew, and to: che Tefimony; . 
double they ſpeak; not according to this Word, it ic 
* 0Brauſe there 35 no light in them, Iſa, 8,20. 
:n 0y, and we have che 1pirir of Promiſe, and of 
uh s whoſe Office is, to guide 16. 1nto all. 
* 1", Joh. 16. 13, This, like-the Unicorn's 
main, tries the Pool, and Antidotes it before we 
laſt] ink, *Tis confeft, thatthe moſt eminent Wri-- 
gull. , of che choiſeft Inftrumentspf the Church, 
\ JU God, have their opaaygn,; their News, theis 
| you ns and Blemiſhes : This. argues, char they 
© Se but men, though divinely, yet nor infallibly 
ſci ſpird, The Fountain indeed is moſt pure, 
00": the Streams are. uſeful too, though liable to 
ll OBcidental, and humane TinRtures and Imper- 
this Waions, 'A Fountain wichouc its Streams, 
$ [Luld be ſerviceable but to few ; abſtraRt the 
©, 0B from irs diff uſed Bzams, and where is its 
$ PUOWry or ſervice? Buc when cyery onemay have, 
n J0Y it were, a Brook, running through their 
>  .Wichins, what a help, and advantage 1s it, in 
Ir Idomeſtick employments ? Surely, neyer was 
caSrcan Age in the world, that abounded with 
and fo: many helps of all ſorcs, .as ours 
Hou done, .. Now, conſider, what an Account, 
dt loprovement, have you made of this Talent 3 
one Bl for the choice of your Books, and Studies, F* 
ars 0B..n;not only Scholars and S;udents,bur others; 
rent you been led by the corrupt Genre of a 
nton!Fancy, to Plays, Romances, Stones, Toys, 
» PO\Yh onprofitable Queſtions, Bebuars #3} yeundeus 
Fs, Prophane, and old wives Fables or an 
"Foncous underſtanding, and ſchiſmacical,and 
hk Pare, 
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nie Wftibny Ted: you unds 1 Fit 
Miſech, the" fons: of contentions to: trengths 
CI eo kindke, or quickm »codls aonif 


en ?. Haye you exercir + yourſelves, 
thtr \wito Collineſs ; as che Apolile exon 
i T5. 4.7. atd made your choice of ſuf 
Books, and: theans; as may beft promote thlff 
noble, and "bleſſed End + And have you inf 
prove ſuch ygut-choice, with yout utmoſt gy 
mm teaditiy, uniderftanding; and obeying theulffil 
' It Eannot but grieve my heart, to think of:ifif 
miſerable ſligtiting, and horribke abuſe, of tif” 
parr of our Talent 5 ro fee poor fouls groping” 
and rambling op and down in the Dark, wi | 
every corner ftarids ſo full of theſe preciofff®® 
Lights, When I find, of what large capacicigf 
firm inrejleQuals; rerentive \memoties, we 
mg affections, afid.excellent naturals; ſome n 
are cf, and yer irt all theſe degraded, thou 
the madneſs of their hearts, that hey little 'p 
fer, as to their aims , .objetss and lead" 
principles, from the beaſt rhat periſheth. Son 
will pretend, they have no mony to beſtow 
fich commodities z who yet can find, ic mf 
be, twice as much, to ſpend at one fitting, 
their fellow Drunkards, or Dealers s or in ſot 
Toy, to pledſe a cocker'd child ; or to do: 
the back of Pride; or to ſacrifice ro any I”. 
their Luſts, Tf the Devil, by che Commwill'f®* 
of the vinclea\ fpirit, lay a Tribute, as I mf © 
fay, on thee; he" ſeldom gots without it. 1d 
ſelf-loye, thy vain-glory, or revenge, le 


fabfidie opon thee; it preſently ſtands for a if * 


== th 
gh ty Soul Fe! thee : 
Ld 1 fit hit thee, Fwy of 
Þ ftand'optn for thee, and thy Frickids, thar 
h thee and thy Soul well for ever, fle kardar 


u jſbec | yer dere chou p toon. a Corban,; —_ 
thing to ſpare; becatiſe cHou Hafl Ho hart, ro 


"Fire, Ochers there are; char cot ivfiificiene, 

| | they beſtow their mony in theſe: things, 
wh they hayeliccle time toſpare in reading, 

Win conſidering them z as chough they meanc 

W fer up theſe for their Pebates, heir Paper- 
 c; Wols, or Houſhold=Gods z or elfe ler them lie, 
. Waſte papers, of little uſe, more than for chil- 


n to; play with, or to paſs away a tedious 

vr on a Sabbath day. 

MY Others, again , for the pleaſantneſs of the 
py je or ſome by-reſpeRs to the Perſoh, os 
leah YcH> will ſeem to proſelyte thernfelves, ro? 
\ Soft or ſuch a ones deyotion, Ochers, more 
Row Noyelty, than for their Underſtanding, or 
; mſcience-ſake 3 tumble. over one page After 

ther, and when all is done, can ſay, they' 
read it, bur areas wiſe as the Moths ; thoſe 
Uaones Librorum, that feed upon chem. Oh, 
few are there, that, like Bzes, extract the 
eſs, and ſervice of thoſe Flowers * Where 
= Combs you, have faſhion'd, and the 

» you have creaſur' d for a ſpending time? 

Flere 'are the Convictions, the Reſolutions, 

AfﬀfeRions, they have wrought on your 


hearts 


,iem 


xs hin 40: _- 
L Acura £0 Vas 
gan C- Queſtionlel 


= od Conpiltiont. How often: bach d 
Spirit of God wreſtled with 0, till you hu 
been forced. ro yield? how often hath 
broughc you to your knees, and made you cat 
feſs before him 2. and what woful ſhifts have yi 


made, to quench rhe Spirit. again? Han't yl 
been like water forced againſt "the Rream, th 


bath broken, down, and ſwollen over .all t| | 


Baies, and D1mur's, "that have ſtood before it 


Dom'e you find, chat ConviRtons are hard; 


to be wrought now, thar- once they were ? th 


ordinary chiogs do leſs. affe& you, thap the 


were wont to ow Hu ineffecu 


and fivicleſs, than they were wone to belflhs 


And is,there no. matter of ſortow, and lames 
tion, in all chis ? 


2, Your Refolutions, Hn't theſe been ſil : 
the Spider* s, Webb, ſpun. ourof your own Bon 
cls? and have been broken, by eyery fing 


_ The Force of the Rod, © of 
ioWeredpttrion'#/ Han'c God been often diſhe< 
ned, and- yolir felyes deceived}, by your 
oht; rtſh;/ end half reſblutions? Are you hot, 
hard; rothiak, to how 1ictle purpoſe. you 
je been; ſo Tong 'a piirpoſing ? "When are you 
je to! be ſectledg-in that, you have been once, 
d again, reſolving on # 
3; Tour Voive?,- Are not the Vawes of the 
Word upon you ? 'Han't you been'often plightins 
ut troth with him g May not God ſu# you, 
r your Faith, Love, and Obediehce, upon that 
widlry you have given him, under 'yout 'own 
nds arid 'ſcals'? Now, confider, how faichful 
je you been, in performing your Oaths into 
dt "Hye you walked, as thoſe that ate in 
at Covenant wich him ? 'Whar a tie hath 
#/been 'up61 you, againſt all a(abl:s? what 
ay bath it been; when your feet have been 
Wing # oh; my" Brethren! Han't God much 
hy to our charge, conicerning'our Vowes and 
Wrenants > Look back on your dayes of cala- 
"tis, on your fick-beds, when you wete in the 
tteeneſs 'and 'anguiſh of your ſouls; on your. 
Wvi&kions, and defertions, when the ſenſe of 
ine wrath; and intolerable” guilt Tay upon 
Wig was there notHing paſt between God and 
Wh theng that's worth your remembrance, and 
for texrs afreſh now # Surely; now that 
qd is viſkcing for theſe things, *cis tine for us 
conſider, | | 
4. 7»ur Comforts, Thoſe reviving C 


ordials, 
n Bolfffit haye ſo often fetch life into your dying 
y ode - with what thankfulneſs haye you enter- 

| | 0, tain'd 


pe” 3 S be voice of che-Redl. FR 
rd ther > with. what. faichfulncſs have yall 
reſery'd, and flor'd them up, for Randin '* 
ex ricnces, 9 {upport you in fucure danger 
feas, or miſcxies? Chriſtian, what is it th 
comfortsthee.moſt ? Is i the hope of a ten 


| 2: Ka of the'Word, chrough the quicknia 
Co-operation, .of the Spirit,'_ *Fis. not enoug by | 
that there 1s a ward of Protniſe made to us, | 
leſs the condition of the Pxomjle be wrough (,, 
in us, and the Spirit quicken, us, . ro apply ll (,, 
Promiſe to9. Comforts drawn from a Promil, 

Without the Condition of the Promiſe, are bÞ1,;; 
ftollen Comforts ; . and a ' Promiſe, withoſſſocq, 
the Spirit, ro. quicken and apply ir, is bur lf] ;1 

= Hony-comb in the mouth of a dead man, th judge 
hach-nor ireagth to draw ic. preſe 
1. Conſider, of what nature are your conf, (, 
forts ? Are they earchlyy or ſpiritual Comte Coe 


The wotce of the Rad, 
«6.12.12; you arc wont to retire, and to take 
Euaric in your fears and dangers ? Are. you 
ady jo. anſwer with David > In the Lord 
tf iruf. Bur, whar's char thou findeft in 
l, 4hat- cofnforrs thee > You will ſay, Hs 
ibures, and Promiſe z you know that he 
le, ;and ready to. help, and hath promiſed 
modo, in a cime of trouble; Yet this is not to 
Queſtiod. Tifis ſhews the ground of yoar 
farts, but nor the nature of chem. You 
| gueſs/ac che nature of your comforts, by 
Jaward. fears and troubles ; of what kind 
Wheſc 2. Are they che concernmetits of God 
© Chrift, avd your own ſouls, or-your exs 
til;and private intere(}; chat you are ſo tens 
of? *Don't the, hopes of your deliverance. 
the Rod affeft and rejayes you more,;than 
hopes - you haye of being. berter'd by the 
T7 Alas; Chriftian f God will haye thee yet 
'S ſpiritual, he intends to Wean thee from 
oe! 2nd ro make the concerns of his Gloty; 
Wy own Soul, yer more precious with thee, 
W:ile,. there's conifort in every good ; and 
PW Creature of God ts to be refuſed, 1 Tim. 
ſo-neirher the comfort that iſſues from it s 
ok, of what natute the Good is, of the 
nature, in its ſelf, is the comfort' that 
_ ts. Ic 1s thy higheſt Good, that af< 
thy higheſt comfort, So that hence you 
Widge of your choicez and conſequently, of 
preſent ERtate, and future Portion, accor® 
cOMBto ſuch Eftate. | $:; 
fo Confider, of what ground and ſuf:iens 
—_ Oz ets 


A 


Th et. of m Ls. 

cie are. "M comforts 7 what weight do 
make againſt all chy.d iſcomforts ? Are they 
as Proceed from a true; and lively Faith, 
the Spirit, the Comfortty 5 or, are they bred 
the of thy carnal Reaſon, 'and hi 
Hopes: > Ihe firengeh of thy Comfort will 
much. according to, the Rrength of thy Fx 
Rom, 15-13. 1 Pet, * s$. ad the fnlneſ 
thy Joys according to The ftlntſs, and n 
of os "Communion "wich God, þ Joh. I, 
Thy Bron Keaſon, 'and' cGthaf a f 
may .ſerve theey as Rebeccah ſerved 7ſaa:, 
may. drels_ thee a ſayomy Diſh, ſuch as! 
likeſt, and © ell, thee ,*thar the Lord 
[© Hath brought it tothe; * Baſtard C 
fore may ſeem very beautiful,” gnd Folle 
fexs,* [meet ; but cheſe” are waſting Conf 
Ciſkerns chat will not hold Tong ; Theſe? 
will quickly run on the L*es; when God 
gins co. walk with thee, above thy reach, 
to kad thee through the dark, and narrow! 
of h's. Providence, theſe, Comfors will 
Shades too, and tend to thy diſquict 
Therefote,. my brechren, examine your 
forts; ſee whole Image and ſuperſcription 
bear; #nd be fore, that among all 
things you have to comfort your ſelyes \ 
you be nor” without that one, which will 
Fort you in Death, and fweeren the bitterel 
for you. . 

3, Confider, What ufe have* you mad 
your Comforts > How have you fer Faith 
Hope'on'wetk, im your ftrairs and difficul 


. 
1 


| 4 The voice of the Red. | 
þ God given yowthis. Talent, co lie idle by 
t> Thoſe, Jewels- that. are of oreateſt worch, 


of greateſt uſe. ;\The more there is of Pri. 
dee ins it, the mare of Duty. Bleſſed be 


y even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


WF ather of mercies, aud the God of all com.” 


3 who coneforteth us in all our tribula. 
that. we may be able to comfort them 
th are in any trouble, by the comfort where. 
we our ſelves are comforted of God,.2, Cor, ' 


M8, 4 Hzre are four things obſervable in 


pmforrs. 1. The ground, or otiginal of 
1;3.and that was God, the Father of mer 
amd the God of all comfort. 2. Their way 


nvcyance: *rwas, through Jeſ's Chriſt 


Wherefore he adds, the Father of our Lord | 


Chriſt, 3. Their Sufficiencie z it was 


vthiverſal cordial - comfort in all tribulation, 
Whe end, or uſe of it, which was two-fold ; 
+ Wate, 4nd Piublick, 1. Private, It begat 


Juieto 
'our C 

tion 
al 
Ives \ 
willc 
teerel 


im a thankful frame of heart 3 Blefed be 
, who corforteth us. 2, Publick. viz; 
communication. of the ſame comfort to 
$:T hat we might be able to comfort them 
h are in any trouble, Now fit down, and 
ler, what's the reaſon your comforts are 
', and ſpiritleis? how comes it to paſs, 
are eyer and anon, fainting under the 
and ready to give up your hopes for loſt ? 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and why 
boy diſquieted within me? Ate che trou. 


Faith this world roo hard for the hopes of the 
«cul £2, £086? and lie hcayier on you, tan 


O 3 Chriſt 


| "T's Peer of the Red. 
Chrift:can bear in you > Was it PawPey 
ence only, who could fay, 2 Cor; x.5; 4 
[ufferings of Chrift abonnd 1% ws, ſo our « 
lation aſſo abqiundeth by Chrift, Chil 
thy faint, and heavy carriage, and fad 
| Quietments, do refle& on thy Prefeſſton, 
on the glorious Attribures of G69, 
are your Priyiledges, Temporal, and 
#nal, which is the fixth Talear we han 
in queſtion, + | | 


- 7, Tour Afﬀfiftions, are another of you 


exuſted Talents, God is now reckoning 
you, by his Rod ; the time is coming, chu 
will reckon with you for his Rod, Wai 
not be (ad, if your preſent miſerics ſhould 
agorayate your future unhappineſs, Oh! 
What horrour will Conſcience look back onlifi 
leſs »Miftions 2 When thou lieſt tretcht 6 
the Threſhold of a miſerable erernity, chyt 
bedience to the Word will ſufficiently aftofr 
thee ; but thy hardening under the Rod, Þ 
be one of the birtereſt Mimenta's that (hiffff ! 
in thy, mind, When. the Brute Creatſt) 
with whoſe bodies and lives, thou art nou 1 
ting thy unreaſonable Luſts, ſhall riſe in 
ment 2gainſt thee, who never were guil' 
ſo ſtupid, ſtubborn, and unteachable a (FF! 
2S thov, Hath God caſt thee into the fire 
art thou the ſame ill ; or rathery worſen 
worſe ? Be ſure, finner, God hath a Fu ol 
that's ſeyen times hocter than any 'tholl 
ever trigd yet, and that will melc chee, Fd 


one of che ſaddeſt Judgmenty in The worlff }+ 


/dut of afflitions unreform'd ; for this is 


ally, one 6f Gods laft, and moſt effeRus1 
wes, 'to' hamble prond” hetrrs. If the Rod 
ice leave thee uncurable, theres little hope 
thee, Oh? that I could awaken you now ! 
4 that God*would awaken you 1 That I 
jehe but opens your $kirt, for one of the heal» 
9; and yer wounding Arrows, of his Spirir, 
enter you ; ſurely, he will notſpend chem all 
Won you in vain. If they will notpierce thee 
"ww, bis Quiver is yet full of the flaming 
s of his vehgcance, with which he wild 
rſue thee into Hell, and there thou muſt Rand 
Wi Bott to all erernity, 

$; And lafily, Your Relations, are not the 
aſt part of your Talent, Here I might ſub. 

Wiride my Courſe, many waies, in this lai 
gd : but I (hall knit up all, in as few words as 
n, : There's neyer a one, but Rands in ſe 
ml Relations to others, and every Relation 
arg'd fall of Dury 3 But within the bounds 
Family-Relations, I ſhall at preſent dire& my 
< I ſhall begin with Mafters of Families, 
hy how few are there, that duely confider 
duties of ſuch a Relation 1 How have Gods 
ithful ſeryants labour'd at chis Oar, to con- 
ce men of, and perſwade them to the obe- 
ence, and practiſe of theſe duties ! No ſtring 
© often ſer as this, and yet. no ſtring ſo much 
"hou t of tune Kill. © How have your weighed the 
\Firden that Hes upon, your hands 4 The- bloud 
your ſeryants ſouls, is- like co licat the doors 
| O 4 of 
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of your Negleds, another day.;: You muſt n 
think - to anſwer. God, ag. Caip, aniwered, i 
another cale ; Am 1 7 brother; keeper 2 G 
hath committed hot only cheix bodies, - bur then 
Souls, ro your. care, Exod. 20. 10. And ulWhic 
have you done for them more than their bare1liſ 
dentures « ol Covenants baye inforced you ? 
not God juſfy ſay ta thouſands among us, nay 
39 moſt of us, as once to Can ?. The yoice 
- thy Servants . blood cryech unto me, not fi 
the, grqund, but from - Hell, . Certainly, '.is aw 
dreadful chipg, to conſider, what curſed anWnlt 
heztheniſh. civelty there is ſhewa towards than 
ſouls of poor ſeryants, O.1 4, what an influeng$ect, 
pight;you baye upon: chem, did you buc rakethiſſþtfo 
right courſe with them 3 how would a little cuff 
geſcending, ſelf=denying, gentleneſs, and loynat 
prevail wich Infeziours } You are crying our uetor 
on- their unfaichfulnels, idleneſs, ftubbornneWon 
and profaneneſs: Q\ 1 Conſider here one gre 
cauſe'lics,  H 1th: not- your worldlineſs, or "Frolþou « 
wacdneſs, or ſuperciljous, unchriſtian-like Rouſpurpe 
neſs, or your own evil Example, or Negligenc 
nd. unwatchfuſneſs jn your duties, been t | 
"main thing that hath produced it ? What tier 
have you allowed them for their ſouls? 
Counſcl, whit Arguments, haye you uſed wiilat 
them 2 what pains haye you taken to jntort oe 
or reform them 2 how often have you been. Fore 
your knees on pvrpoſe t God, for-th:ir ſoulſſ1ed | 
Were he Egptiqs Tarkemaſter ever moTin 
exact for tyezr tales of Brick,.: Sn you ha mpo 
been with them ? Do you think you axe ſeryijoudc 


fGod, \and chat Gad'mill accepran' offering, - 
infſls Quey* ar your hands,'while your -poor- fervancs- 
fare [£20 forced to ſerve the, Devily that they 
ciefionay: (axvey and pleaſe you > oh! chatiever fuch 
viſWhings -hovld be heard of, among Chriftians !* 
dow few. are there, that, with good" Foſhus, 
axe ſolemnly ſer up their reſolutions, and faith- 
yalkt ÞP to their reſolutions, Thar they, 
nd cheir houſes, will ſerye the Lord? ob } thac © 
20d would perſwade us, to more ſcriouſneis,and” 
nweatied diligence, in this buſineſs, * Quteſti- 
leſs, chis is noc the leaſt cauſe, for which che 
nd is-mpurning this day, How can we ex» 
4," that Gad: ſhauld remoye his Judgments, 
tforeour- fins be remoyed 2 thac he” ſhould re- gaydrey; 
iore us, before, he hath reform'd us > and, with Fam. Re- 
ſhatreaſon, can weeyer hop? to ſee a National form 
Wr:iormatzon proſper, unleſs it. be founded on a na, I 
nnepneſtical, and; perſqnal reformation ? I can p,;, 
Pit briefly couch at theſe things z onely ro mind _£34e:, 
ou of them, and to referr you to thoſe that have wr gh 
Wurpoſely, and fully created of Family-Govern= ©<%*y 
ent 3 or <7 watepr'.ny —"Whhe 
2. Parents, Methinks, I ſhould need no c- | 
tr Argument -herez to provoke” you''to your 
Wity, (than the nearneſs, and dearnefſs of ſuch a 
iFelation,;, ff any provide not for bis own, and 
Cort ſpecially for thoſe of hy own hoxſe ; | and much 
n, Fore chep for his own children ] be bath de- 
ſoulÞyed rhe faith, and 14 worſe than an Infidel, 
$ Tim..5, $. Doch +cthe Apoſtle ſpeak only of 
1 haſemporal Proviſions here > Nay, were it fo, yet 
eryiioudcteſs, by the ſame Argument,”"&* virtate 
J : | majoris, 
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majorit, the ſpiricual parc is manifeſtly incly; 
ded ; baving alwayes due reſpe& unto our $1. 
viour's command, Math, 6.33. But ſeth » 
frſt the Kingdoms of God, and bis righteouſneſ:, 
Some' there are, even amon Chriians, that 
are worſe, not only chan Infidels, bur the very 
bruce beaſts, that regard -neither the Bodirs, 
nor Souls of their own children, Bur I ſhall ſay 
nothing to ſuch : the very light, and principle 
of Nacure, do ſufficiently condemn them. The 
greater ſort of Parents think, they have done 
enough, nay, very wiſely and corimendably 
xf, through their Care, Frugality, Labour, 
Wits, they have brought them up to ſome ca 
ling, or competent Eſtate, that they may lift 
in faſhion among(t men, Nay, ſtrange is th 
Ambition of ſome Parents, that care not whit 
become of themſelves, bodies or ſouls ; fo thit 
they may, by any means, adyance their chi 
dren above the rank of their Predeceffour 
| that will bethink no pains, no ſweat, no tt: 
vel, no diſgraces, nor repulſes, for the promc 
tion of their ambitious aims, Might I tak: 
ſuch Parents aſide, and ask them ſerioully 
What they-mean, to heap up, with ſo much | 
bour and diligence, che heavy curſes, and y 
geance of God on their poor children'? to hang}. p, 
Mil'-ſtones about their Necks, and ſo to i ar 
them afloatiin a leaking Veſſel > to damn thelff th 
own Souls, chat they may betray thoſe, thy at 
pretend ſo dearly to love 4 Oh, Sirs? erin © 
your hearts ſhould bleed within youg to thin 
what a prepoſterous courſe you are taking, ! 
{5 Col 
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confult the welfare of your dear childrgf, Have 
they nor immonal ſouls, as well as bodies, think 
you 2. Have. you begocten” beaſts, or Men ? Is 
there 'an evcrhaſting eftate,”-both of glory, arid 
miſery, in\the world: to come? Are your chil- 
dren born under the condemning ſentence of 
the Laws and the Wrath of Almighey God > 
1f not, then expunge thoſe Scripcures our of the 
Book * of God, that plainly afficm it z Meatth, 
25:46. Rom, 5.12. Eph, 2.3. with thoſe 
hundreds more, that ſpeak to the ſame thing. 

- Bit if God be true, and his Word muſt Rand x 

then cell me,” whether, the Squls of your children 

be not of as great a yalue, and require as much 
of your care, as their Bodies, I cannot Rtand 
here, on the Inſtitutions of Family-Diſcipline ; 

I am, ar preſent, bur your brief Remembran- 

cer, though in a ſomewhat lax, and digreſſive 

way, 'Oh, my brethren1 Are children a bleſ. 
ling-tro you? tak: heed ye be not a curſe to 
them. Whar pains and care haye you taken, 
to inſtru them in the knowledge and fear of 
= God > With what wreſtlings, and tears, are you 
ul; wont to go ro God for them? With what yu 
h LY tleneſs and impartiality, have you adminiſtred 
ver due, and ſeaſonable correRion > Have you be= 
nan gotren Slaves for the Devil, Limbs of Satan? 
> ('Y and ſhall they be brought up in the ſame caſe 
thei they were brought forth ? Oh, remember ! you 
the are but Stewards of theſe Mercies, and muſt 
un ſhortly give up-your account of them, They 
hin” are God's Proprietie, and the Souls that he 


2. Y hath made, 


3. Hitt» 


—_—— 
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-*: 3, Hucbands, The Apoſtle ſumnis up the 
Husbands Duty toward the Wife, in this one 
word, Love, .Col. 3. 19. Eph. 4. 25. And 
fo' ought men to-love their wives, as their own 
bidies : he "that loveth bis wife, loveth. him. 
ſelf, ver. 28; Here are two things to- be 
copſid:red ; The Obje& ; and che Nature of 
this Love. 02 F4 

41 T be Objeft, This ſhould be no Accident, 
*nor AdjunC ; but'the very Perſon of the Wife; 
. Portion, Parts, and:Beautyg are indeed lovely 
accompliſhments; bur yer are fading, andim- 
permanent ; 2nd' therefore, not the adequate 
Ovjets of the Husbands affetions. Hence it 
is,” that ſome 'imerr love their Wives, as their 
Merchandiſe, for their Portions (ake : Some; 
as their Slaves, for their Stewardſhip, Care, or 
Service=ſake: O.hers, as their Harlots, for their 
Beauty, and Luſts fake, Theſe are: the horrible 
abuſes of ſuch a Relation, He that loves his 
Wife, as he ought, hath his Love grounded on 
her Perſon ,' and loves her as his Wifey ab- 
fra& from all -ather Conſiderations, which 
Loye alone is like to hold, as long as the Re- 
htion holds, . 

2, The Nature of this Love, Love is both 
#n Active,. and Paſſive aﬀfe&tion, Here I 
might: ſhew you, what Love” hath to do, and 
wharto bear inithis caſe, Bur, becauſe it ſeems 
ſomewar alien from wy preſent purpoſe, I ſhall 
only mention it, and io proceed. 

t. What this Conjvgal Leve will do, in the 
behalf of the Wife. We muſt know, that the 
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obj: of this Love hath a double teſpeR,-or 
conſideration j both the Body, and the Souls the: 
Oucer; and the Inner man, + - 
: t. The outer Man, Loye is abeneyolous, and- 
diffuſive affeRion, _"ofÞ 
"* I, It beſtoys' its ſelf on its ObjeR, 'and 
unites its ſelf* with* it, And they two ſhall be: 
are Fleſh, | | 
- '2, It delights to live with its Object, Fern 


amor maxime delelatur preſentia amati, | & Daven. in 


quaſs cruciatur eſnſdem abſentia, T rae love 


greatly delights i» the preſence of its beloved, 3+ Y- 19. 


and u even crucified by its abſence. 


' 3» True love will provide for the Wife, _,,,. x 
iccording as her [neceſſity , or degree , , Ie diffuſrons 
quires, - : ſui bon, 


2, The: Inner man« This 1s-the ſpeciat- 
Cate, and Charge of a Chriftian Hnband.” 
He is therefore 'called the Head of the Wife, 
Eph. 5. 23. + And ſherequired to ach, and 10 - 
learn of her Hyuband, at home, 1 Co'. 14.35. 
Who ſhould be able to inſtru her. What know. 
et thon, O Wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy 
Huiband : and what knoweſt thou, O man, whe 
ther thou ſhalt ſave thy wife, 1 Cor. 7. 16. 

2, What, Loye-wilt bear with toward th 
Wife. | 
-*1, - With all the deformities, and decaies of 
Nature, 

” 2, With all humane Infirmities, Paſſions, 
W:akneſlſes, orunkindneſſes, x Pet. 3.7. Gt- 


®ing hanonr wxto the wife, as unto the weaker 
Feſſet, 


4, Wrves, 


| Go 


te on Earth, Now, in all Relations whatſoc« 


ws Tied thi: 


tradiftin& unco that of the Husbands, is, to obey, 
Eph. 5, 22, Col. 3.18, Here's: the plain Pres 
ctpr. Beſides, St, Peter pleads preſcriprion tooy 
x Pet, 3. 5, After this manner, 6 the old time, 
the holy womes alſo, who truſted in God, adorn. 
ed. thenoſelves, bring in ſubjetion unto their 
own hucbands. Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, 


catling bim Lord. :"Tisthe exccllency of a Chri. 


tian, to knaw the duties of his Relation, God 
hath made the Husband the bead of the Wike, 
in alltbings, under Chriſt; And certainly, for 
n Wife to diſobey her Husband, in things laws 
Ful, or indifferent, is manifeſtly to rebell againſt 


ber, Maker- BuSzgxis, is 13s drehiag fan! 


Obedience, is the Mother of Felicity, If you 
would liye happily, live: obedicatly: Though 
God hathy in his Providence, joyned thee wich 
a Crols Diſpoficion, yet that will not. diſcharge 


Peven, in thee of thy duty ; Lud yr > laydabis 


lixs ; The ove gifficalt, the more: praiſe-wors 
thy. Tis true, the great Lord and Husband of 


his Church, muſt be obeyed, whatever become of 


the W:lls, or Laws of man s But, take heed, F 


you make not a pretence of Duty, a cloak of 
wickedneſs and diſovedience, . he 
5. Childres, Their Duty likewiſe, is, tv 
obey their Parents, Rph, 6. 1, 2+ but here 
we find their duty limited, Ovey, 3 the Lord; 
Obey thern, as you may obey God too, | Chile 
dren have a double Parentage; a Father 1n 
Heaven, at leaſt, by Creation, as well as a Fa- 


vers 
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r, Whether it be better ro obey God, or 

hen one muſt neceſfarily be Ufobeyid, ws 
make no doubt. Burt the Inſtruction of chit. 
ren, at leaſt, in their minority, being the boup< 
en, and domeſtick duty, and care of the Pa- 
ents,and — of the Mother, as might ape 
ar by 1 Tim. 5.10, 3 Twp. ts. Prov. 31.1, 
ſhall not undertake it here, but commit it unts: 
hoſe, whoſe more proper, and peculiar work it 


4 &. Though I doubc not, bur that the obedience 
7N d duty, here required of children, to their 
x Marents, expires hor with their minoricy 5 The 
x {<1acion never dies, while the Correlates live g 


ie child is a child, as long as he hath a Pa« 
nts and the duties of his Relation, though, as 
ou Þ Circumſtances, may be varicds yer as to theix 
oh _ are not at all remitted, or dimjs 
Ned 

-_ 6. Servants, Their duty alſo, is, Obedience, 
bis 4 faithfulneſs ; not with eye-ſervice, but 1# 
irs Wtleneſs of heart, (loc. cit.) Remember, Howe 
of er you may deal with your Maſters on earch, 
of (pu baye a Maſter 4n Heaycn, whole eye 1s al- 
ed, -y xpon you, and obferyes your going oyt, 
of (4 your coming in, and hath a Hell, or a H:a- 
1, to pay your wages with, Oh1 take heed, 
thoſe ſins eſpecially, that are moſt incidence 
Ito ſervants, and all thoſe proyocations and 
ticements of evil Company, Which are like 
beger, or foment, corrupt Principles itt you. 
How hard a matter is it, to firid an @zefcirr f 
icked Company, is ordinarily one of the 
ateſt ſnaresthat ſeryants are caughtin, > 
"2, 
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fon, if ſinners intice thee, conſent thou not;Þry 
x. 10, &c, Bad ſeryancs become bad. maſter 
and fo fin and miſery run in a ſucceſſiye, ani 

editary line, Thus-1 have finiſhed the fif 

veftion, How have yot itnprov'd your Ty 
lencs f 
. 2. How, have you kept your Watch > Hoy 
importunately doth Chriſt preſs: this - duty} 
Mar. 13.33. Tike ye heed, watch, andpray 
for ye know not when the trmets. And, Wat 
ye therefore, for ye know not mhen the Maſt 
of the houſe cometh, vers 25; And, what! 
ſay unto you, I ſay wnto all, Waich, ver; 37 
watch ye, ſtand faſt inthe faith, quit you lip 
men, be ſtrong, 1 Cor.16.13, Behold, I cow 
as 4 thitf, bleſſed is he that watcheth, Rey 
16. 15, Chriſtians ! God hath ſer you onthe 
Guard, ; you are his Watchmen, Now there ar 
theſe four rifings eſpecially. requiſite in a gov 
Watchman. ; | 

z. A Watchman niuſt. be. a mani of Conſt 
nd Judgment; able to diſcern berween good 
and evil; Friends and Enemies, He mul 
know the bounds, and extent of his Commiſſion 
Watching, is the work of che eye, therefore 
ſurely, blind men can never be good Watchmen 
*Tis true, there are a generation, whom th 
world applauds, for wiſe, underſtanding, kno! 
Ing men ; and theſe are Watchmen too. B 
Davidxells us what it is they watch for 5 Pſ« 
4.6. wh2 will ſhew ws any good ? and the ne 
verſe ſpecifies, what good it is they watch for 
eyen the excreaſe of thetr corn and wine. And 


Chil 
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viſt Himſelf tells us, whereto ſuch wiſdom 
omes at laſt, Luk, 12, 20. T hoy fool, thit night 
all thy ſoul be required of thee. 
Ochers there are, that are wiſe, and watch- 
t00.z butit is todo evil 3 That lie 3n wazt to mph, 4.14 
Meceive. Ochers, that are wiſc in their Genera» 
onsz but are ſuch as David complains of, Pſal. 
19.95. The wicked have wauted- for me, to 
fro me, Of this ſort were they that mer 
ch che Spoxſe, Cant. 5.7. That watch to 
ound and to ſmite ; Fhoſe feet ran to evil, 
make haſte toſhed innocent blood, Iſa. 59.7. 
heſe, as wiſe as they are, are none of God's, 
ur the Devil's Watchmen, H:zxe is not only 
Serpents Craft, bur his Nature, his Venom, 
nd his Curſe too, Bur, I {hall tell you, 
rough Gods aſſiſtance, more fully, in what 
Willows, wherein che work, and wiſdom of your 
briftian watch lics. Only, in general, knows 
the way; that your wiſdom conſiſts in the 
W boice of your work, and in the managemert 
f your Choice, And it is a ſupzrnataral wiſ- 
ſom, a ſelf-denying, fleſh-diſpleafing wiſdom 
18 a ſimple, innocent, and, in a word, a hez= 
nly wiſdom z «-which i firſt pure, then peace= 
e,gentle,and eaſie to be entreated, full of mera 
$$ 4rd good frmits, without partiality, and with 
I: hypocrice. Jam, 3, 17. 1 
2, VVatchmen muſt be men of Conrage. 
Was, Ch:iftians ! you know not what you may 
ect With, on your watch; nor how you may be 
ut to it, Men are not fer to watch, bur in 
F2n{ecous t;,m2s 5 See then, that ye walk, anc- 
P 645, 
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Cos, exattly, or warily, becauſe the dayet'; 
evil, mmggi, Cifficult,” dangerous, as well g 
finfol, Eph, 5.. 15. VVatchmen muſt be refe 
yed men, Your woik is of publick concen 
* ment, and therefore you muſt be men of pu 
tick ſpirits, VVatching is night-work ; Watch 
m14n, what \of the night > Ia, 21. 11, An 
nights are dark, and cold, and perillous, Noy 
what are your reſolutions > How are you arm! 
for this Night-work > God hath already | 
you through the Caput Yigiliarum, ſome ( 
the firſt Watches of this ſad night ; with 
undannted zeal haye you ſtood your ground 
a0 
arethe Prizes you haye taken? May you not: 
wich the Diſciples, in another caſe ? We ha 
toybed all night, and have caught nothing, \ 
know not how you may be ſet upon, before ex 
your morning-hopes yet dawn upon you z wii 
Storms may ariſe, what Providences may tt 
tide you; the darkeſt, and coldeſt time of t 
' night, is wont to be a little before che bref 
of day ; and I greatly doubt, that the har, 
elt work you were ever put upon, is yet bt 
hind, | 
3. Watchmen | muſt be men of Care an, 
Vigilance, Ic is not for you. to fleep in ſuch 
ſeaſon as this is, T amnot ſpeaking now, of th 
natural reſt, which the weaknefles, and inh 
mit;es of Nature call for; but of chat ſecur 
ſluggiſh frame of ſpirit-which ſo blunts the edp! 
and benumbs the operations of Gracez. in 
heart, and life of a Chriſtian, The Ark, 4 
Iſtat 


ainſt all oppoſers, and oppofitions? whe 
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Tatts and Judah, abide in tents, ſayes wriah, 
| Lord 7oab, and the ſervants of my Lord, 
e encamped is the open fields; ſhall I then' go' 
P mine houſe, to eat, and to drink, &&c, As 
j lewveft, & 4s thy ſoul lroeth, 1 will not do 
Ws th1»g, 2 Sam, 11,11, The Ark andif- 
eh, abide, this day, iv tents, What ! can we 
t watch one hour ? Be ſober, be vigilant, br= 
ve your Adverſary the Devil, as a roaring 
on, goeth about, ſecking whom he may de- 
wr, 2: Pet, 5,8, Oh! remember, while you 
Mc: {l:cping, he is waking, and wicked men 
Me: waking ; He deviſeth miſchief on bis bed, 
"W/«/. 36.4. While you fit idle, they are hard 
work, Nay, your Captain himſelf is on the 
atch with you, 4y Lord Joab; your Lord 
ſm, is encampedin the open fields: and, He 
t keepeth Iſrael, ſhall neither ſlumber, nor 
We2, Pla's 1:21, 4. O, my brethren : rake heed 
this drowfie, careleſs, indifferent frame of 
irizz you know not how dear 1t may coſt 
m, *Twas while men ſlept, that the enemy 
I Bred his tares, CMatth. 13. 25. and while 
Virgins slept, the Bridegroom came, M, atth, 
5. How many thouſands are there now in 
Wll, whom all the Calls of Mercy,'nor the pro 

ſes, or threatnings of the Word, nor all che 

herly ſtroaks of a chaſtifing Rod, could keep 

king 5 but were as inſenfi0le, as the erurth 
Wy trod on s yet now their ſenſes are come 
"them, and they feel, and know that, which 
all k-ep them waking, and weeping too, to 
eternity ! : WS. 
P 2 4, Watch- 
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4. Watchmen muſt be men of Credit, and 

faichful in their truſt, The duty of a -Chriftian, 
15 not bare work, but a truſt ; which is noc dil. 
charged by a&tion only, bur by faithfulneſs and” 
integrity. An unfaichful Watchman, is the 
moſt dangerous Enemy ; no thief, like the 
meſtick thief : oh, Sirs ! Are you ſenſible wha 
a charge lies on your hands > You have heli 
ſomething of it already, what Talents Gy 
hath laid up with you ; and, how dare you h+ 
' unfaithful > God hath advenzur'd his Glory, lg 
Goſpel, his Ordinances, his Sabbaths, nay, hi 
very Life, as it were, in your hands ; you an 
his choſen men, his Life-Guard, his Milits 
Church z and will you, dare you, through ut 
faithfulneſs, berray your Lord, into' the hand 
of thoſe that ſhall crucifie him afreſh, and puff 
him coan open ſhame > Let me farther propel 
theſe two Qu:(tions, for the trial of your fai 
fulneſs. 

1. Have you laid our your utmoſt for God 
The urmoſt of your Time,and the urmoſt of you 
Care and Strength ? Have you made the moſtaff 
all chat you are, and have, for God? Hayeye 
redeem*'d as many Hours, as, many of you 
Thoughts, as many Pence, for God, and Chri 
as poſſibly you could have done ? oh 1 wheret 
Conſcience now ? how can it anſwer for yol 
ſelves -2 Lok back” on all che Mercies you ha 
received, and all the time you have enjojedg: 
Is there nothing ro upbraid your unfaichfulne 
here? Is God your record, whom ye ſerve! 
the ſpir.t; that, for your lives, you could ha 
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"ne no more for him, than you have done 2? 
hy, then ! what means thy immoderate world. 
yare 2 thy miſtruſting of God, and murmui= 
ng'at his Providence ? what means all this coft 
'Mhou haſt beſtowed, to feed thy Pride and An= 
tion ? or thy over-curious, or oyer-greedy 
alate x Remember ! in ſach a Garmenr, in ſuch 
Building, in ſuch a Banquet, in ſuch a Re- 
reation, 1n ſuch a Company, in ſuch a Buſineſs, 
SWmerhing might well have been ſpar'd for 
riſt, Whac mean. thy worldly thoughts, 
Mod chy worldly diſcourſe, on the Lords own 
Way; whereof, not one minute is thine own 3 
(d, is this plain dealing with God? ls this thy 


. ithfulneſs'to thy friend? oh, be conyinc't, and 


m*'d before God |! 
2, Haye you becn impartial in your obedi- 
Wce? Han't you learn't of Saxl, to reſerve 
]me of the chief of che things, which ſhould 
ye been utterly deſtroyed > May not God 
me, and pull an Agag out of your Cloſets 3 
me delicate, choiſe Luſt, which you are loath 
lay y.olenc hands on ? Haye you never ſerved 
Bod with an Amaleckitiſh ſacrifice, with un- 
allowed, prophanc, and uncircumciſed hearts? 
on*r you find ir harder work, to deny your 


)"Wives in ſome things, than in others? Are not 


De duties more difficulc, and irkſome ro the 

Wh, than others > Watch your ſelves then, 
pecially in theſe chings, and you may quick- 

find much of the parciality of your obe- 

lence," 

F Thus 1 haye labaur'd, though weakly, to ſer 
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you on your Guard ; - and haye pur the Wats 
Bill ;3nto your hands, Now let me tell youy' 
you are to watch for, and what to watch againliſh 
and why. ol 
1. What you are to watch for ;' andnhk 
only to let paſs, but to defend, and cont 
for ; in general, 
" "x. Gods Glory. Whatſoever is properly, x 
drreQly fcr the Glory of God, you are boy 
to defend with your I.yes. Neither i is this i 
bur you are to wacch, apprehend, 3nd trpr: 
all. adyanrages, and opportunities, ' in ordf£ſi1 
hereunto: to ſer every wheel you cari mov; 
Zoing this way, This is the great Road, thilſac 
ings high way, which you ſhould turn cy at 
wandring Paſſenger into. All your thouliſhin 
aims, and d«figns, your Families, and what 5 
ver elie lies withn your bounds and ling; 
ſhould be all travelling chis way ; for this alfff N 
leads homewarcs : which biings me to uſt 
ext, | T. 
2, Your own Salvation, Chriſtians, yihux 
watch for your Lives, nay, for your Souls ; allies 
what haye you dearer than theſe > Sirs1 n , 34 
thinks this thould Rartle you, to confider, this yg 
here you Rand with your lives in your hand let 
oh / that I could but convince you, how delpiſ ou 
ratcly you hozzard your ſouls, and peace, aful f* 
comforts , by every neglect of your Wat ould 
If you could b't ſer, what black Troops of ante, « 
ed Enemies, have beſer yeu round, and evÞoul, 
one ſtriviog to ſtike you firſt ; »nd the leþ 
avleto arike you CCaC, Bury alas ! we art tare 
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(6he dark, and *cis; lictle we ſee,, more than we 
wife, and little we feel of what we. ſuffer, Whacr 
inhall I. (ay > or how ſhall 1 beſpeak you? For 
our live's ſake, for your ſpul's ſake, for Chriſt's 
d 1p kes Rand cloſex. to. your Watch. Oh ! how 
enkick arg your enemics.opon you.? ſee how your 
ood. is running at your Feet 1. Eycry idle word 
A ung, you; every.linful,” vain thought, draws 
ounſWood from you. H ow. grievoully was David 
is 1Woilnded, bu with the glance of. his eye? How 
dly did Noah and Lot ſuffer by. a' cup of 
Wine? and Peter by a.carnal feary or hope to 
cape the Inqueſt ? oh ! the ſtabbs and wounds, 
tWar.eyery, day, and hour of our heedleſs, Y Vatch, 
Þ$ at;caded. with 4 1f your ſouls be worth any 
Wing with you; if Heayen, and Eternal Life, 
worth any thing. take heed.to your 
oF Varch, 1 1 | 
Now, in order to theſe two grear Ends, you 
| watch; REID + ; 7 
I. For the Word of God, Bleſſed. is the 
x that beareth me,. watching daily at my 
es; waiting .at the poſts of my doors, Prov. 
.34. I'was glad when they ſaid unto me, Let 
9 thto the houſe of the Lord, Pſal, 121, 1, 
Wileved, when 1 gave all diligence to write un- 
you, of the common ſalvation; It was weed- 
for me, ſayes St. Jude, and, would to God, 
vuld not juſtly ſay, it is far more needful for 
&, ta write nnto you, and exhort you, that ye 
buld carmeitly contend for the fanh, which 
4s 'onte delivered unto the Saints, Jude v, 3. 
earch the Scriptures. Know your Dutie : 
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obſerve your Teſera, your V Vatch-worgd, He 

js your -Armourie, which «able to maky thei 
man of God perfeft,' avd 'throaghly furniſy 
wnto all good work?, 2 Tim, 3,17». Theſe arffic. 
the weapons, *which Chriſt, ovr Caprain, huk jor 
already tried againſt che great Goliab of oli 1: 
Enemies, /atth, 4, 4, 7, 10, Three times ini | 
one chapter, he foils him with a I: yeunTa wir 
« wretten, Lt this be 'the Beacon chen, thafſo\ 
you watch at; eyen_qt the Shepheards remit 
whithtr yourmay retreat, and be ſafe, Beyon(Wittc 
theſe bounds, you haye no \warrant ; if your! 
arander hence, and miſcarry, ( as ſome hanff 
done; making (hipwrack of Faich and 4 goon! 
Conſcience; others, of their Peace and , confff 
eforts } thank your ſelyes, is | 
+, watchfor the Spirit of God ; 2s the poſt 
Cripples, at the pool of Betheſda, Job, 5, Wu! 


bur eſpecially, | 
1. YVatch for the teachings, of the Spirſbra 
"This will teach yory: after anqther manger thaſfd 
'wecan'do, VVe can but teach the ear, 'chist\Ft 
"hearts" We' baptize with 'water, ( as Fohn (iifeo 
- of himſelf ) but this with Fire, Alas : ours 1 
- but the PiQtures, and dark Emblerms* of Conor | 
fort; bur theſe are Comforts indeed, * The wif 3 
of God is never like' to” proſper in yoletv! 
until this VYork-man take the Tools WW) 7 
hand, H: knows how to break hard hearber 
and to open blirid' eyes, and to prevail wp. 
ſtubborn wills, and 'to reach bu people ev 
ft, afic 


3+ YVatch for the quickmngs of the ” F 
: | 
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1:xWrepare the Tinder: of Conſcience, to cateh ac” 
rhefrery Spark 'thar ſhall leap upon ir. ' VVhac' 
"ſy you, Brethren 2 where are Ye hearts now Z, 
\ arc. you. dealing with dead letters, or dead 
hath or SP ts there no life, nor ſpirit 4n chem 3 
* crffſÞr 1s God now ſtriking the 'Sree/*of his V Void, 
es ine the F/rpr 'of your hearts # and are there no 
3 Wicks then glancing our on your affeRions d 
thafWow catch Fork lives, and take fire from 
miſence, Snatch a Coal from theſe Altats, and 
Witdle a fire, that may keep you, warm, all this 
 yolſighe of your watch, Sure, if you fic a cold, 
may Blame*y-ur ſelves ; God [hah allowed. 
1 fire, and fuel enough : ' All 'the ſweer Cedars 
f his Promiſes; nay, all-che precious Oyfs of. 
is Sraces, Faith,” Hope,” Patience, Love, Ac. 
: poofifire free! for” ybur daily uſe, O take heed then, 


Ournch not the Spirit, This may be the day, 

nd hour, for ought you know, of the richeſt 

ace and Mercy, that ever you were acquainit= 
thtd-with, in your lives ; the loſs of theſe offers 
16s Fad morions, niay be the loſs of all, If now you 
iffet our your fire, who knows whether eyer you 
Fay oet it tobe kindled more, till ir be kindled 


Ir. you in Hell, _ | K 

3. Watch fot all Opportmarties of doing,or re- 
Stiving 200d, 4s we bave therefore opportant= 
y, let "uy do' good unto all men, eſpecially wnts 
When who arc of the houſhold of Faith, Gal. 
"86. 10, We are apt to wait opportunities of. re» 
fiving, but not ſo forward to catch ar all oc. 
afions of doing good, The man of God muff 


Spinihe throwg hly furniſhed unto all good werkey 
Pi ac 
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T ag only, works of Pietic, but to.works of 
Charice too. 'Your light ſhould, not ſhine. in. 
ward onely, bu; outward alſo; not only betore 
God, but before Men. ,Ty do good, and commu. 
meate, foryet not; for wuh ſuch ſacrifice: G 
x, well. 42d (cb. 13, 16, Communicat 
rior only of. your Purſes, { chovgh the preſer; 
exivencies, and ſtraits of the diftrefſed Sain 

lead with you alſo in this behalf ) but of ye 
races ; not tothe bodies only, bur.to the 
of your brethren, A good man is owe 4<hl 
4. common good... Ah, my brethreh !, are yuh 
lying in wait © do good? Are you glad wh 
ppermunities, to. help, and alfiſt the weak 2 tif ke 
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ſom of your beloved Saviour, that you ma 

Wiby V5 ot * 59 Y 4 . 

xeatn, your hearts with bim, and fill your emp;yſyo 

bottles there ? oh? how little are OpportunitiqQne 

prized, or improved by us } 4 "ML 
Thus ,yow _have heard the fumm of whiFthe 
ou are co. watch. for; In the next places ſn 

{hall hzw you whac you arg. io. waich 4c 


w_— Be fure, ſet aftrong and faithful watch wig; 
gaint ſin, Theſe: are the Gates of your Entyev: 
aies.;. that wide Sally-port, .chat broad wyygW 
wherein che children of daikneſs arc walking wh 
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© take heed 1 Set not your foot here. Have no 
fellowſhip -with the . nnfruitfal works of dark- 
meſs : bat rathtr reprave them, Eph, 5. 11. 
Theſe are ' dangerous Clhives ; one wilful ſtep 
here, may colt yu the breaking of your necks ; 
or the breaking of your peace as long as yau 
live, This Road lies beyond the Lie of the 
Covenanr |; beware how you adyencure this 
way, And fot your wiſer management of this 
Watch ; ; 
 , Watch againſt fin, inthe Fountars of ir, 
Cruſh che Cocatrice in the thell, A full grown 
Luſt is nor ſo eafily maſter?d, If you intend to 
keep the gardens of your hearts clean, weed 
them betiaie. Sin is a Weed that will grow 
apace, both branch and root; and when once 
MY tis ferrled in you, it may find you work as long 
as you 1ive, to tugg at it, This is the macter, 
Chriſtians, that God is even forc't to ſend in 
his Plon:gh upon you, and to lay you to fallow, 
ndthac he may wither the roots of old fins, Old 
'Efins are one high degree of incurable fins. Haye 
you n0 expericnces of this nature > Have you 
ever been wreſtling with ſtrong, and ſturdy 
Liſts ? ' Haye you never ſcem*'d to have plucke 
Mthem up by the roots ? and been ready to reyoice 
in your Optata arer4, defired, and glorious Vi- 
F&oty 2. Bur, alas } What hath the next Spring 
Eprodiiced > Han't the ſame weeds appeared 
Figain, which you thought you had been for 
ver rid of > Whar's the reaſon t-ink you? 
wa Were nor part of the roots left behind, which, 
lkiog while che nipping Winter ef ſome Afflition, 
' i or 
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or Conviction, laſted, you hop*t had been dy; 
Ing, never to revive mores but yer were all & \ 
while but ſtrengthening themſelves ac the rog, 
preparing for another Spring ?- O what (a 
work do we make our ſelves, for lack of x 
more fairhful watch againſt the firſt appearances 
of eyil!' 

2, Watch againſt the As of fin. Sinin 
the hearc, grieves the Spirit, bur fin. in the a& 
_ diſhonowrs thy Profeſſion. eM foo!  faies 5s. 
Jomos) layeth open hu folly. Take heed of 
playing the fools in Religion, Remember your, 
Conycrſations are of high conſequence 3. The 
honour of the ey:rlaſting God, and the Crown 
and Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, ar: 
Intereſſed in-ir, The eyes of Men jand Devils 
-are upon you, to watch, and to catch all advan-W,; 
eages, to reproach, and blaſpheme che name «B;,, 
God, on your account, Nay, let me tell you, ny, 
the eyes of God and Angels are upon you too fi; jp 
watching you into every corner, into yonr co-Wf,;;. 
ſers, and inco your callings, in your lying... 
down, and in your rifing up ; in your beds, and... 
in your fields ; Every word, and every motion, 1c 
nay, every thought and inclination, the veſſh14. 
ry Embryo of our confuſed Imaginations art, . 
Top pmuouie, opened, { or anatomized ) unto the % 
eyes of him with whom we have to do, Huh ., 
4. 13. Oh, with what watchful prudenctÞ:4c. 
ſhould Chriſtians carry themſclyes in all placeyſſſ,,,; 
and in:all relations ! Set a Porter at the doonſſſjj 
of your1ips ; make a covenant with your eycs;fins. ; 
enter intq interchang'd Indentures wich youth a, 
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earts 3 Fetter up your wanton, wandring, 
eaf-law'd wills and affeRions : ſwear every fa- 
ulty, evety member, and limb, in faithful Alles. 
ance "unto God, and Chriſt ; and ſolemnly 
bjure all other Covenants, or Complyances, 
you will walk aright, you muſt walk by line, 
1d-by Rule, Towr fins, my brethren, are like 
he ſons of Anak amongſt your enemies ; Every 
£:nce. of yours, 1s another Gyant, preſt for 
he Devils ſervice, againſt God, and your own. 
Souls ; Theſe are the Golrah's, they triumph 
id yaunt themſelves in, O, /et it not be told 

Gath, nor publiſhed in the ſtreets of A. 
alon | 

3. . Watch againſt the Temptations to fin, 
atch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta= 
vn, Matth, 26. 41. Nay, is it not your daily. 
mayer > Lead »s n0t into temptation, oh 1 lec 
t be your daily watch zoo. fy ſon, if Sinners 
ice thee, conſent thou not, Prov. n, to. We 
ive in an enticing world, and in enticing 
mes: every danger is enticing us , our hopes, 
ars, and ſtraits, are enticing us : the ſnares 
f Hell are ſer for us, on eyery fide, ſnares withe 
ut, and ſnares within us; temptations of all 
nds, and 6z*s, The Deyil hath ſpread his ners 
every conſtitution, for eyery ſenſe, nay for 
race, and in every eltate, and in every ducie, 
tyou are full ; Pride, or worldlineſs, or ſenſu= 
Wy, is his ſnare: if you are emp:y; Murmu- 
Ming, impatience, diſcontent, immoderate Wre, 
2ny unlawful courſe, is his ſnare, Hz hath a 


ap for every affetion. If you are angry, re- 
C yenge 
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venge is his ſnare ; if you are merry, excels it 
his ſnare, Fain would 'Þ wain you of evy 
Rick , and of every Shoal that might endanget 
you ; of every falle Star,, and wandring light 
that might poſſivly ſeduce you :; of every BM 
wiam, Creek, and curnings in your way, bt* 
the burden ts too heavy for me : every day 
brings in new experiences 3 as Chriſt ſaies of 
the Father, and of himſelf, Fob, 5. 17. Th 


Father worketh. hitherto, and I work: ev” 


day producing new mercies and providence 
ſo may wefay, The Devil worketh hitherto, and 
his children work ; every hour is in crayel with 
new temptations, And you hath he michuel 


% 


who were dead 1n treſpaſſes and ſins, wherein us 


time pai ye walked, actording to the courſe 


- this world, according to the Prince of the Pon, 
er of the air, the ſpirit that now worketh ut 
the children of diſobedience, Eph. 2. 2, Ther 
fore, whac I cannot tell you poſitively, let me 
' tell you negatively ; Take heed of f:tting one 
foot our of that way, which you know to be the 
right way 5 of putting forth your hands unto 
iniquitie ; whatſoever hath not che Image, at 
Superſcription of God, and the Seal of hi 
Spirit upon ir, Remember ! He that dowbteti 
& damned, if he eat, Rom,14s 23, Togo with 
out the light of Conſcience, is next to going 
againſt irs light: take heed how you like tha 
that is not like Chriſt # or force Confcience 
When it is at a ſtand, Be ſure you Rep not de} 
yond your Clear Command, and promiſe 0 in 


ProteRion, E 
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#8; Watch againſt all the Occafons that ma 

{ you intro temptation, Look not thou on s< 
ine whinit & red, when it grveth bis colout 
the cup, Pro. 23-31. Hating even the gar« 

ent ſported by the Pleſh, Jude v, 23, whatſo- 
r hath'rhe tinQure, or (ſhew of fin upon it. 


ſtain from all appearance of evil, faith the 


poſtle, 1 Thef, 5, 22, Whatſocyer is likely 


Wo enſnare you, Alas, Chriſtians ! You know 


ot how dearly you may ſmart for that, which 
irs ſelf, you may account tolerable, and in- 
ifferent, If once you venture beyond - your 
arranty you know not whicher you may ram» 
le, The waies of fin are dark, and head- 


| Wno-waics, Her houſe ts in the way to Rell, 


wg down to the chambers of death, Prov, 
-27, The way to H:ll is down-ſtairs. Here, 


 Withinks, ] would tell you, of ſeveral chings, 
Wat may lead you into tempration : bur I dare 


otenlarge my Digrefſlions. Your letting down 
doſe communion with God, Your enterpri- 
ng of any buſineſs, ſpiritua), or ſecular, with- 


FW: asking counſel, orcraving affiſtance of God. 


x be 


le © 


Ward 


rery ſtep in any way, wherein your ſelves, or 
hers, for your warning, have been former- 
enſnared, &c, Theſe things, wich divers 
hers, I might haye more fully dilated * but 1 
ten, 
2, Set awatch againſf Satan, Learn topay 
m home in his own coin, He hath ſer a ſtrair 
ch upon you a watch to tempt you, and a 
ch to accuſe you. He goes from Ditic to 
tie, from eormer to corner With you, and 
is 
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Is alwaies at. your, right hand, to: watch ya 


to. difturb your thoughts, to quench your afellſf 


Rtions, and to pick matters: of accuſation. 


you write what you hear, fo he has hjs Ny 
pook too, and writes, How you hear, and pry, 


and ſpend your Sabbarhs and Societies 5 an 
8s faras he can guels, where your hearts, 
what- your ends are; coo. Oh 7 If this Cany 
Qtion could - but. take with you, what 
would it beget in you ? Bleſſed be God, th 
though he watch us, yet he can't diſcover u 
er, though he diſcover, yet can't diſcoury 
us: though we are his Envie, yer-we arent 
his Prey, | 

3. Be lure, Set « frong watch againſs St 
Here is thy greateſt Enemie 3 This homesbr 
Traitour, this betraying J#das, which the gret 
er part of the world are like to rtte for, to 
Erernitie, O, ſer a faithful watch, upon w 
faichful Se!f | Theſe three Wales you are | 
danger here, _ 

1, Of Self-application. B:ware of this, * 
the common courſe of the world, when 1 
thing ails them, to run to Self for help. 
is their Egypt they flie unto, which God w 
one day make his p:ople athamyd of. Nay, 


d 


not God now upon this very defign 2 wif,» : 


haye you now to help your ſelyes with 2 Hat 
you tried what Egype can do for you ? wi 
your own Reaſon, and Wits can do Whet: 
the Deliverance that Self hath wrought yol 


where are your Counſels and Contrivancsf 


q:e you not aſhapv'd of your ſhifts, and wal” 


you 
al \ 


Tt 


| ro nce.of. the Rod. © | 

look -wy  longer- to theſe Hills ?- Ah 1 how 
wrel\ is this Idolacry #. How fain would chis 
liſaloms judge the people? How fain- wonld 
If fit in. Gods throne ? EOITY 

2, Of\, Selferelyanct. This. is the Staff. of 
at. broken Reed, \thar, will deceive you;.and 
ee you. too. Self-dependence js.4facrilegiz 


Ws finy; - It robs God of that Glory; which -he 


) ſaid he will not give unto another, See 
atcare God cakes of this, Tudg.7. 2, When 
wbbaal was going forth againſt! the 241d5s 
ites,z The people that are with thee, are tos 
» for me to give the Midiamtes into their 
dr, 1tft Iſrael vaunt themſelves againſt me, 
ing, mine own band hath ſaved me. ( urſed 


Wt he-19anthat truſteth in man, And, ſurely, 


0 
N2y, 
> wh 


Hat 


4 


ery 90an in bis beit ſtate, is altogether vant 
How full is the Seripture of cautions to 
Is purpoſe!.oh 1 take: heed of truſting to a 
{ You never read, nor. found in Scripture 
vr Experience, that. Salvation is of your ſelves; 
t thy DefiruRtion is of thy (elf : O Iſrael, 
u haFt deſtrozed thy ſelf, Hoſ. 13. 9. 
3. Of Self-attribution, The aſcribing of ho. 


ur, or praiſe, to our own Prudence or fore- 


f, to our Might or Policie, to our Righteouſa 
s, Innocence, or Duties, Therefore they ſas 
ifice 'unto their Net, and burn Incenſe unto 


ir Dragg; becauſe by them, only, as they 


tend, their portion # fat, and their meat 
nteozs, Hab, 1. 16, If God antwer your 
and hear your cries, think not, it was 


- 


08" Prayers, or cries that did it, or. your: righ- 


teouls 
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ceotiſnels; ot inridcencie, that turn'd the Wh 
See Exh. 36. 25, 6. Then will I'ſyrig 
clean water npon you, A new heart ſſo, 
I give you,” And I will put' my Spirit m 
you. And ye ſhall dwell in the tun that ty 
ro-your Fathers.” 1 will alſo ſave you from | 
your ancleanmſſes, Aud I will multiply i 
fruit of the tree. .- But then , obſerye 
Primum mobile, the firſt Mover of all this hay 
change, wer. 32, Not for your own ſake, 
Ithis, faith the Lord; be it known unto ) 
Be aſhamed, ant roufounled, for your 
wayes, 'O hoſe of Iſrael | Though mercies x 
deliverances ſeem ſomerimes ro be -attrivuy 
tnco our righteouſneſs, or duties, as Prov, 10, 
Pſal, 25.21. Matth. 21. 22, oc, yet 
to be underftoad as the Condition, or If 
ment ; not the Efficient, or Meritorious cal 
cf it. Tis the Defign of the Goſpel, to tat 
us oft from theſe Hinges, on, which we ar: 
naturally apt to turn, we have this treaſure 
earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the jp. 
er may be of God, ant x0t of us, 2 Cor, 4% " 
O take heed of maintaining that deſign, th 
God is reſolved to deftroy in you f if yt 
would have 'the Controverfie made up, whid 
is begun, you miſt hot expe, nor is it re 
fon, that God thould come 'ro your terms 
but you muſt come up to his, Until this 
bellious, acheiſtical, deſigning Self, that graffi n 
Achay, which hath troabled the Camp, Þ. 
diſcovered, arraigned, and exccuted, you af; 


expec-no ſerclee Peace, 4. 


- - 
=» TB £ 
- 


ws  ThrongaftheRs if 
4. Stt 4 vigilent watch "ok thy , world, "AN 
Y Ro i your gremctt Encany SANS. 16 th 
orld is- your greateſt, Eneniie_withour, ' Yet 
bow, this by the way;* that the World in 
s (elf; *is not the Eneruic 5 but as ic holds” 
cret. - intelligence with that Enemy with- 
The World could. do you no hurt, did 
x. thac Traitor within open the Gates to it; 
is 4 #eapon indeed; that has coſt you much 
lood, and many a ſad wound ; bit then it hic 
ju on # bare place z it found you unarm*d, or 
ithad neyet enter'd. The Devil hath us'd 
and his Souldiers aye tried its and the 
ain reaſons why it hath prov'd ſo motrally 
ceſsful in their hands; is, for wane of your 
Chriſtian Panoplie, your putting on the whole 
nour of God, This would ſoohi have turn'd 
\Wie edge of it, and fruſtrated it's Execution; | 
Wow there are theſe five or fix-things in the 
norld; that © would haye you take ſpecial 
deed. of, | | 4 
' t. Take heed of the Fears of the world, 
'Whe fear of mas bringeth a ſnare, Prov.39,24. 
(hy, Chriſtian 1 Lec me reaſon 1t a little with 
"Whee chen, What is it thou Randeſt in ſuch fear 
fz the ſnares that chine enemits have laid for 
Wice x. left hou (houldft fall into one of their 
"Wits? or incurr che diſpleaſure of thy old 
Wricnds 7 or undo thine heir or family ? Is it 
"Whe Crown of Thorns that terrifies thee # or 
"2 Wh barking of thoſe Dogs of the world at thee { 
"Willeve it, arid cake not mine, but God's word 
art, Jt comes with the fear. Your carnal fear 


| Q,x brides 


"A; Theo 


a fate, "and! rewpts God to give 'x 
El. S he which. you ftind 1 m ſuch' fear's [ 
might.81ve, you a plaiti, and natural expetiment, 
to this purpoſe, . Such is the weakneſs of foe 
heads, chat walking on 2 very high, afld tan- 
rous ,Chve, if rhey, cone but 10 near, as to 
Inok out over, and ro'ſce the danger”; they are 
ſo ſur xiz'd with the ſudden' fear, that they even 
dote on what they ſo'extreamly dread, and calf 
themlelycs beadlong, though their footing Were 
ſure; and, room. to "eſcape ſufficienc, Similar 
| hereunto, is. that of Chrift, Mar, 8,35, Whe. 
ſeever will ' ſave his life, he that is afraid to 
loſe his life, ſhalt loſe it ; but, whoſoever ſhall 
life bis life, 3. e. thongh no altually, yet hah 
8alle. he thar is nor afraid; but ready to loſe 
i', if called thereunco , ſhall fave it, in thi 
world, or,at leaſt, in another. Now, pray fit 
FILME and count your'gainss ſee what a Bat- 
92in,” Satan, and your unbeltieving hearts, are 
trading rogether for. The D-vil would uns 
dertake to teach you a nearer, or a cheaper, and 
eafier way to Heayen han ever Chriſt ap- 
pointed: and, if you will, you may beliez 
h'm-.. Bic 'when you are caught in the fat: 
ſnares of your own carnal fears, and ſhifts; 
then.fit down, and think your ſelves x and 
remenzhber, who once was ſent on purpoſe, tt 
warn you of it, And let Conſcience then, (0 
zacher nov, thac it msy not then ) ſadly con 
ment on Rev.21.8. But thefearful, and 
believing, and the abominable, and murthn 


ers, and whoremongers, and ſorcerers, 4 
Idolatirs 
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Uddlaters: aud 4ll Lyers ſpall heve . their. part 


o {f0rts 1 which is the, ſe-ond death... Here's a wo- 
Mi ful Þ orcion, my Bcechren,, and wofull Þ artners, 
in. 8 ® tak& heed of-the fears of, the world ! Remem.. 
he ber. Such\ as, your fears are, : ſuch are. your 
or hopes 4/16 your fears are.che fears of the world, 


r; hopzs are the; hapes of the world: your 


islike.to- be:Partion of the world ;_ O, ler it ap- 
pear \that' there 43, chat4in your Religion, thar 
can,mak2.weighc. againft, all that Earth or Hell 
an'/find to-/lay. in againſt itj Should ſuch a 


videdit.2/-Shall a Chriſtian turn his back» O 
Lord, -what ſhall 1 ſay when Iſrael turueth 


carnal; fear- is the D:vils great Engia { the 
eAlphs, and Omega, of all his external temp. 
tations, : if once he can faſten theſe fears upon 
thee, he hath fired thee for any thing : What 
will not a man do- that is overcom? with his 
fear }- Peter never began..to. fink rill he began 
ofear, . We are neyer overcome till we flee ; 
we never flee till we fear. *Tis nor the loſs of 
'- Wife, bur the loſs of faith: that is thy undoing 
loſs. 
Y Take: heed of the Flateries of the World, 
| The Deyill will promiſe thee fair, chat he may 
V ein a Proſelyte, All theſe things will I groe 
1 thee, ſayes he to Chriſt, if thox wilt fall down 
pd worſhip me, Matth. 4. 9. But alas, his 
Promiſes arc farr beyond his power, He boalt- 
Q 3 apr 


att! 
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Vi God the god of the world ; and your Portion 


WM COLES [ flee.2 Et Turnum fugientem hec terra Nehem. 6) 


their-brcks before their. Enemies ! This baſe John. 7.v, 


q 4 # 
F-Þ * 1 Wu o5 
Fad #, «7 b| 3 , 
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. ” - 
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or if jt were, yet Ir | 
'of what you imye a}ready promifedto you, um, 


WR 775773575 
eth of that which is" noni of his owh td befton, 
7 Tre che thouſsndth yah 
that by One that both can and will make'it 200d 
Godlineſs hath ther promiſe, not only of thell 
that wow 6, but Fw which 14 to Tore, 


TE Baſtard-heirs , may promiſe thee ſomelſhi 


mall matter here, though they can make the 


"no afſutatice of it : Bur in the other world: 
have nothing to do ; Never an 'Advowſsy 
{mall Coat there; their Lands lie-ner in thts 
"Celinery, Alas! What isthere'in the World 
char (hculd ſo cenipr.a, Chriſtian 2 Ts'a linlgh 
"yalboCtay, or qht” hbilrs ſenſuzl 'pleaſore, vg 
"the ſtinking breath'of 'a few falſe friends ; "an 


theſe ſuch raking things with the Heirs of-glo 


* "Ty 7 Believe ity Fiiends 1 The world' fiatti 
' phat ir 'may deceive,” and higgs that it tm 


wg and undoe you, and betray: you with 
6, 

© +» Beware of the Hopes of the ''world 
High expeRations uftlly beger high 'Fears, and 
according to the htighthi of your fears, -and the 
fruſtration of your hopes, will be the 'aggran 
tion of your ſorrow, and the red6ubled forcqdi 


and Impetws of your Temptations, Take thi 
' fora tryed Experiment';z None are'fo deceiyed 


by the world as thoſe that expe&t m6Rt from th 
world, Yet howeyer your hopes' may proſptt 
fora while ; be ſure; there is a worm at th 
root, that will eat out all in the end, Tiyi 
hops of the world is the hope of the wie 

4 who 


[} , 
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+ hope ſhall be out off,, and whoſe truft 
[be 48 4 Spider's web. Job. 8, 14. Your 


nee, Chrifkians , are che crueft and livelieſt 


$.1'! 
| 


on 


j 68. of your: hearts 3. your carnal hopes bee 
your carnal hearts, 

There 44 nothing 'more nacural , and yet nos 

0g more: dangerous, than to hoiſe the wide 


elſhils of hope in the brunt. of a S:orm,. when 
the 


[ 


ſure Anchor of a humble and recumbent faith 

more.-proper and ſafe. Cys my 
rebren., great are- our loſſes through our 
oundkſs and carnal hopes, *cis not a ſpi- 
wal} Obje& that will make a ſpiritual 
ppe, -- To hope for the Redemption and Peace 
f $ion 3 The glory and enlargement of the 


reKingdome of Chritt, and the return of the: 


pcivicy. of his people : Theſe and ſuch like , 
would fain' poſlefſe our Hopes of : And 
pe being once an end, ſcems long till it be 


th Wnſwered ; ac lengch impatient of delaies, ( for 


ope deferred maketh the heart (ich, )up ſhe Pro.13.0% 

limbs. up -inco_ the Watch=tower, and there 

anſults. with Reaſon , expounds and applies 
Promiſes with their own private G loſſes 

nd irregular Appropriations,preſcribing or pres 


| . diting Times, Places ,and Methods z and all 


the while our perſonal Reformation 1s negle- 


lveEted, God proyoked, and our Hopes deccived, 


Wbure you would account it a ſtrange unheard. 
Wof madneſs for a-Town that 15 clolely beſieged, 


to throw afide their Arms , and to run together 
Jin Heaps, and begin to talk of certain old Pre- 
ditions and Prophecies of Relief, though” ut- 


Q 4 terly 
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terly” uncertzin . and improbable as?'t6 theirffſan 
preſent Caſe, till che Enemy break 'in ; and i 
ſpoyl "them ar their" pleaſure,” | Oh thare thisfſhni 
were'not too much the'temper of 'the "\piritsoff&h1 
theſe-times ! Nay, I would to God, there werelhhi 
none of thoſe -among 'us that” abs the Pruyleffpt 
vaih ," when they thould have Food in Gy Mr 
Counſel, and cauſed his people to hear his word? 
then they ſhould have turned them from thiuSave 
evill. with, and from the evil of, their doings 
Fer, 2316, 22. For'my part, I cannot rhinlifch 
that God, bach yet done- with us, or that thiffhi! 
bitrereſt Ihetedienr js'not/ yet behind: - Sure) En 
England'is nor yer ripe, nor fit for the mercieffmil 
ſhe apes after, I hope- God: will hot leavin 
all cheie fpors in us; afcer' chat he hath donfWlat!' 
with vs, Look for other manner | of Tait 
yet then ever have'been impoſed, ' Theſe, Win 
truſt are” ſome of the Dzath- pangs, the partinfiand 
fprawls of the Beaſt , which doub:Ic\s will Wthr 
firong as farr as chey- reach, | 
pz. Bir you will fay , Nay , but it is comfofhe| 
that we want moſt in/ ſuch times as theſe, Gi 
ftrong drink to him that i veady to periſh, «fi 
wine tg thofe that br' of | heaty hearts, Pris ve 
31.6, | 
Avf, | know, you had rather be on the Hedgho 
. diying, than under-the heavy Hammers Wit \ 
the ill a cleanfine, But God forbid this: j 
I thou d any way weaken your Chriſtian 
fidence or Comforts, : or grieve the ſpirits '\ Hl 
Gd would have rey.ved, Repentance, in Wor » 
Goſpels! evgth and latitude of it, is a very MWlaſp 
a 
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n&difpleafing work to Fleſh ina Blood*? and” 
thouſarid' ſhghts/afid evalians will be had'ts 
mtigace, 'difſemble, or ayoid'it * And'I Feat” 
kt ſuch *kiride of Hopes miy' have” trlth' of * 
Weis 6 9.7 Ip ' As long as we” 
Wi vnwatrantably * looking that God: (h5nld- 
wild us #-By#dge, ' we will never be perſwaded 
(Stake the Water, 'till Srrredmi- force and un! 
lzvoidablenecelſity drive-vs; -- Oh'take heed you 
þ no: 'Gdtnallize> your ApS 1 The Hypes"of 
je '\wotlQare. empty hopes,” Hopes and rieu! 
thing elſe, mere _Hopes,”''Sih hath ' cut' off: the 
ntail fron the owners:of 'them, and (Kaine 
ill certainly. eajoy rheir htxt Reverfon, Thiey 
Wy 'g0c big-bellied a-whilez But ac” laſt, it 
l' miſcarties 3* The wifid they were” ſwollen 
with will tarn to a whirlwind of divine wrath 
m the end.”: -Though' chey. paine and. ruffle 
2nd-trimicup, and boaſt themſelves of great 
things : Yer, believe ir, all they can-do-1s'in 
their Mouchs*”, *and all they. are worth” is of 
het Backss Phey are broken, flattering, ly- 
Wing, dying; Killing Hopes: Oh beware then 
ow your perch yo'r ſelves 'on ſuch a+ Bowgh; 
Ws you are warn'd will break under you ! 
4, Watch againſt the” Scores of 'the warld, 
hough you cannot watch ro prevent them'y ; 
jet warch\iro bear them,' and not only ſoz bur! {14 > 
0 imbroye them too, Bleſſed | are ye wheu 
n ſhall \'revile, you and perſecute you, and 
ll ſay all manner of evil againſt you falsly 
in Wor ay fake, Hatth, 5. 11, No wonderif fools, * 
nlaſpheme, - Alas 1 they ſpeak evil of what they Iyd,vi 162 


non 
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&now not,- Bur wiſdome is juſtified. of hee chil. 
dxen,..,*Tis bur a little while you axe like toly 
under (theſe Scorns, You ſhall ſhortly hear 
them change. their, Note. When che ends of 
us both .(hall be compared WA and the 
Tal Sentence ofa juſt and impartial Jud 

al 


all have convinc't them of their madneſs; You 
| then mount-aboye their reach, and be 2, 

much thejr envy;} 2> now. you are: their ſcorn, 

Come ye bleſſed, and Go ye curſed will ſurely 

bring' them co their xight wires, and a more 

exe hd honourable opinion af yau..: , | 
--$+Watch againſithe,Perſegut ons of the world; 

Here js work for your Patience, & for your Pruy Wyra 

dence roo, ForPatirnge, to ſuffer what-you cancſjw 
prevent,and-for Prudence, go prevent whar youlſſdic 

Way foreice and warrantably.cſcape;Ler not yourſÞnis 
Iftprudence wrong your: Natience, nor your Ime box 

patience. force, your Prudence, Your Jibertics &{'b 

hycs are-dear to Chriſt, as well as t9-your ſelyes;ere: 

youare as the e Apple of bis ege,Zech.2.8.0h rakefÞeni 

berd chen you do-not foolithly expoſe the Applets! 

of Chriſts eye to every #hoyn that would pierce ic Five 

38 408% as you may.avaid it withoge diſhonour, We © 

'Tis true, the Fuft ſhall live by bis Faith, Bt 

2.2. bur nor abandon his Reaſon '* He will eruſpetet 

© 5d ; - bur. he will not -rempe hire, ThoughFeic 
Pſal. 91.11 Angels. are Charged concerming' hin, and i nd 
os their hands. they ſhall bear him wp; Yet it fem 
awrvttew, "Than shalt not tempt the \Lord thip*th 
a \God: dfatth, 2.6, 7, He that bath ſaid» Fra i 
Alert, 10, ri thews whichk;ll the body's, hath alſo (a l thy 


On pg 4 
brett in the ſame Place, Beware of men, And, cy k 
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viſe ee Serpents, Bur, | -hope, I need, not uſe 
_ adoiwith you hetes: bol-preſervicion is 
vs Pridcipte:of Nature. But-watch your , Pagi- 
ence/ rather ,| how tq bear that- which, you,,are 
alled unto, -: And 'fhould 1 tell you, all ,yqur 
encouragernents hereinto 4; I muſt ſer,  open.the 
very Heart of Chriſt, andthe Gates off Heaven 
ovyou, which is a. task roo hard. and coo,high 
ſor a. poor finite, {hallow,mortal Creature co.do. 

6. :'Take heed” of the Cares of the meorld. 
Thoſe phonkzvg things , Matth, 1:3. 22, The 


bes thonk, the ward, - They will choak' your 
praces, earid--your /coinforts toc, '/ would hape 
ys without cearefalneſs, 1 Cor. 4. 3% How 
youlſÞdid Chriſt _ to _ his m—_— our of 
1'Afatth. 6. 17. which of you,. by taking 
| heag ht i," can add one cnubit ur Moy 
s & bar have you gotren by all your Immoderate 

Fares? Han't you found them to be unſayable, 

W220, rormencing thirigs ? -Wiroſorver pos 
$1 of this water: ſhall thirſt again, Joh. 4413. 


hve. your cares, \cyeri filed -your Bcllies2 Or 


Mn a hiigry man drexmerh, and behold. he 
eh, but he awaketh and his Soul 5s empty. 
ofWclides 5 they are entangling things, the' Cords 
959 [Ferrers of the Hetirt, 2 Tm, '2.:4; Nay, 
Wet me relbchee, Chriſtian, theſe ſinful cares 


We the Inſtruments of Perſecution and 'cruelty z 
FralÞe ſpears .in the heart. of Chriſt, and Thorns 
» (ai thy own Soul, What Fires and Feudes do 
nd, Wy kindle in your Aﬀ:Ctions ? What ſhuffling 


and 


care of ithe world, and the decenfulurſs, of | -: : + 


they dvet like to, do-ie+- Han'e, you, bin ww 75. -y 


536 _ ' Thd Poice of thi Red. 
2 


wy rtiality do:they introduce on your Dutie 


ay 1 IG che thouſandch y: 
"of 'rhe' miſchiefs' of theſe poyſoned' Arro 
 'thele*peſtilent, ſordid ; Chrift-perſecucing 
heart-eriſnaring cares.” Nor can Ltand at pr 
 ſenit toenlarse as 1 chought to havedone. | 
735. LYftly; watch: againſt Death, :: Noton 
 agaiſt'che'Srroak.of Death > which is comm 
»"to"all; bur againſt che. Sring of Death, 


- n6tDcath find you-our of the way of Life, nc 
out 6f a (lively 'aAiyiry: ini chat)way, Wa 


T%b.14.145 with Patience till 'your Change come, whi 


{Half ehange your! Patience: to poſſeion I 


ndt D#ath \be. in' your. Mourhs-only:, but j 
_ your Hearts; -that both heart and +mouth n 
Joyn in your-erernat- Triumph, :| This is you 
"Fiſt * Enemy; overcome 'this', and"you' (h 
" wear the' Crown: to) all-eternity;,:and' ſer'y 
your everlaſting Trophies in :the Throne « 
- yoir God, Watch; that D:ath find: you nc 
only in the Vinieyard;. bur in- your work, « 
2_ dye, -not only \in Chriſt, but in Con 
rb too, © Bleſſed i 'tbat ' ſervant whom | 
2: "1 "Lord, when' he cometh, thall find: ſo doug 


»< 
o 


"Katb:*'4 2. 43. - Oh: Chriltians'!- When Gol 


a call you our :of. your hardeſt work, an 
' ſnatch you, as it were,--ouc of che midi of cru 
: Rorms-:- Wnen he ſhall break in through yo! 
-Priſon-doors, and lead you our | by the hat 


© or ſend his fiery Chariocs , to convey: you frodif, 
*your glorious Martyrdomrto.your moſt gloria 


Manſions : On! conceive then," if you can 
-with what in cffable compaſsions :will he | 


6 


ui 
lc 


+. Theworce of the Rod. 
yup in the yictorious-arms | of © his, Love, 
place:you ini his ecernal Reft?- oh hold outs, 
ith and Patience, one . hour, one year,; one- 
tel more; :For yet 4 little while, and he 
t ſhall come, will come, and. will not FART» 
b.40, 37. 8, 
Thus 4 have--told you,, what | ic is, you. are 
p:cially | concern'd to watch againſt, .[, hope 
zre are but few, among. Chriſtians, _ 
Wc queſtion the reality, .or. neceſſicy:of ſuch 
Duty. ++ Yer to keep. you the becter waking, 
his ſad, and diſmal ni2hrt, when ſo. wany , 
0 our Watchmen are forſaking tne Walls, or 
Wilen aſleep: I (hall propoſe cheſe five quickning 
| 
t, They are Enemies chat you are to 
ih againſt, Such as will be ſure to. do; you 
miſchief, if poſſible: they never intended you 
FP! good. It never goes well wich $:n, longer 
an ic 15 feeding on the.blood of your Souls, 
d the ſpoils of y your Duties, Oh, how. would 
Devil rejoice, to ſee you falling, like S:arrs, 
mm Heaven, and God blowing your Names 


"tr of the Book of Life / Nothing ftands more 


rely oppofice to your peace and happineſs, 
an Self, How full is the World of venom and 
mity ! and Death waits but for the word, to 
rike his laſt blow at -you, to conſummate 
wr eternal. Ruin, Oh, my Brethren | you 


Wat have to do -with enemies, had need. be 


achful, | 
2, They are Mortal Enemies ; Such as thirſt 
/, for 


"7 a_ Fe wore of rhe Rod. 

fot® your” blood." "The wager of Sin is death 
_ Riw.'6.23, "What doth the Labourer look 

atid long for, but'his wages? oh'! how hag 

i8'$7 at its daily work, to earn the: imdoing 

* _ _ wagtz of thineetemal- death 1 *is that it books 
1 Per.$.8 and longs for, What is it the Devi. is ſeek 

after, ad hunting' up and down'the' world for, 

bitt' to 'devoxy > What'is that Impoſthume of 
Self doing within, bur conſpiring thy deft”! 

. Aion 3 How wide'doth the wor/d gape upon 
1Tim\6.9:thee, to drown thee in deffrution, and perd 
dion? As for Death, it ' carries mortality, and 
diflolution, in the very name of ir, Oh ! wha 

need haye we of wary fRleps | Were ever Cre: 
tures in ſuch harzard ? Well might St, Paul nj 

Ooty YFetcthed man, that I am, who ſhall deli 

wer me from the Body of this death? Ron 


7.24. | 
3. They are $p:ritwal Entmies, and the 
fore the more dangerous. We wreſtle not af 

gainſt fleſh and blood, but againiF Principalitit 
and Powers, and ap ainſt the Ralers of th 
darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wit 
ednefi in high places, Eph. 6. 12. Spiritual, of 
a double account 3 in their atwre, and in theiff” 
operation, They are of a ſpiritual,and inyifibl* * 
ciature, and are not the obj:Rs of exte 
fenſe, which is the-eye we are wont, and avi 
to judge by : Theſe are enemies that are a 
waies on the blind fide of ns; they: wound uf 
and we are not aware. Their operations 
alſo ſpiritual ; they work on us like an infeO\ 
©us Air ; we will not belieye, but that we 2 


© © Thi voitt of the Red; x19 

well etiogh, till we drop down dead where we 

are going; and cherefore *cis called the'Plagae 

| fi heart ; which is oftentimes undiſcerna- 
Wl be, cill ir be incurable, How cloſely doth Self 
9 teal in berwixe Chriſt and or hearts * How 
- "WM eeceicfully doth che For/d charm our affeRi- 
A ons > What ſecret paſſagesand trapedoors, hath 
| Mbacan, at every Pore of heafts ? Oh, my Bres 
* Wihren ! We | have ſpiritual enemics ro deal 
— Winch ; our Watch is eſpecially wichin our own 

. Walls, 

4, They are Conſtant Enemies : Such as will 

Wind you work as long as you live, This comes 
Woo paſs, from. their contrary, and implacable 
-Woacure ; Light and Darkneſs can -never be 
-ſeconcil*d, Sr, Payl could not fing his Palimedy, 
ar his Fight wasover, and his Cogrſe finiſh» 

d, till the time of his departure came, » Tim, 

6, 7- Thy Watch-work, Chriſtian, is thy 
ife's-work. Our Enemies ſeem to enjoy onr 

.. Promiſes here, Pſal, 37. 24. Though be fall, 
ſhall not be utterly caſt down. Oh! which 

f our fallen Luſts, can we ſay, is utrerly caſt 

lown ? Every Conqueſt produceth a new Come 

Wat; and our very Victories ofcentimes, occafiors 
.c\Wur adder Lefles. | 
5« Laſtly, They are Mighty Enemies s Such 

We cannot, in our own ftrength, ſtand be. 

Ire, If a £uFfF do but becken at us, we pre- 

Wocly yield. If che #orld do bur frown on usjwe 
,Meuble, As Self will have it, ſo the Law muſt 
nd, If Satan turn the Key of a tempration 
pon/us, We are his Cloſe Priſoners. If Death 

once 


Pregnab £ Refuge in Chriſt; a mighty - Advo. 


& Cor.10, 
4+ | 


a 
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* +1,Hhew nee 
ce feike, we fall, , Had we nor a.ltzong God 
& fl ws a. ſure. word of Promiſe”; an ins 


cats with the Father, who. is able to fave to the 
uttermoſ}.z an irrehRable Help in_the Spirit, 
to, bruiſe Satan under.us, Were not the Weapoys 
of aur” Warfare . mighty through God, thels 


rag bolds would never come. down; our 


vitories would beg according to our ſtrength, 
very ſmall, Thereforr, what you want in 
Power, labour ro make up in Care, Oler the 
ſenſe of your Weakneſs, double your Watch 
fulneſs | thar you may be able to ſay with the 


Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 13, 1candoall things, [of 


ſuffer any thing ] through Chriſt, which 

ftrengtheneth me, | 
''Tius 1 bave laboured, though weakly, yet, 

I hope faithfully, to interprer” the Rod to youl, 


And,. oh, that now I could preyail with you to 


lay theſe things cloſe on your bare Conſciences! 

Commune. with -your own hearts, and let you 
J ) 

ſpirits make diligenr ſearch. Now  ſet- abou 

your mGurning, repenting, reſolving, reform 


ing=work, God hath us in his Furnace, and”. 


his. J:alorſi? is ſmoaking againſt us, HM: 
hath caſt our Liberties, our Pezce, our Health 
our Hopes, nay, his own Ordinances, and $1 


cred Inſtitutions, the holy Veſſels of his ow: | 


Houſe, as Wood under us, for the Fire of hi 


Diſpleaſure to heat us with: oh ! when (half 


we begin to melt, that we may | once ,be capadk 
of being caſt into a new Mould ! oh ! whe 
will thoſe hard hearts break ? when will thoſ 


ce 


rs 
ae 
eÞ 


 ThaViiee if the Rod: - :4t 
wt hearrs'( yield ? 'when' will chofe ftubborri 
ilscomply, + Shaltwe Rick .in che Birth, till 
:dis there? -(hall we-. tempt God" off the 
tel,'to caſt 1s off,”as a Lutnp; that will neyet 
me to any thing? Shall 'we'eyen force him 
> throw us and Idolaters, us and Hypocrites, 
id the prophane; incotrigibte, and abomine. 
| Seum of the earth, to the Dunghil at laſt ro« 
ther. > The Lord forbid ! O che Got of Hea- 
2,. In the next plate, This Rod hathalſo a 
i&;to/ the Enemics of God ; and theſe are 
theropen- Foes, or falſe F.ijends, I ſhall joyn 
th together, 2s "Chriſt hath done, Marth: 
130, He that 1 not with me, is againſt 
i'and he that gathez:th not with me, ſcat- 
reth abroad. 
'Y Theſe fiverhings would I tell them from God; 
jght -T be freely-ſuffer'd ro do my Meſſage 
them ; And (with: thefe five Bells 1 ſhall 
ne- the 'dolefut i K'xe/l of God's, and his 
hurches Enemies, - | 
1. It aſſures them, that God is not ſrch an 
| F7 they take him be. T heſe things thox 
Wh done, and 7 kept ſilence © thou thorighteff 
t1 was altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf : 
"I! ill reprove thee, and ſer them ini order 
Wore thine eyes, Plat, 5O, 21, Alas, Sinner } 
ou art. miftaken in God ; chough he keep 
Wnce awhile, be will not keep filence for 
"Wer ;.hewill find a time to ſpeak, when thou 
ſl: ſtand ſpeechleſs before him, _ Though his 
eProyidence, and ax curſed Projes; _ 
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to joyn flue, yet aſſure thy els, A ha 
and incongruity , will ſhortly? appear. to- tiff. 
ſhame. ahd aRtoniſhmenc, .. 3 \could tell then, 


wk reſpe are miſtaken, in th: 
a. oy wr: God be eyer- in & 
at I 


-L, They are miſtaken ip þis Hotneſs. [ 
is. chat, which ſeems th be otincipaliyaimed at ati,» 
the fare-ciced-Text. After Gad.thach charg 
them with I»corr:gibleneſs, from ver, 17, wit T 
T befty and Adultery, and: Falſe-wit ue, unl,,; 
er. 2.1, Thou ghovghteſt, ſates God, chat 1h 
been ſuch ay onetap'y 2b wicked, #h& 2s vie, Wo 
thy: ſelf :-Thar I had! lov'd thy, Drunkenne pt 

thy. Qaths, thy Blaſphemics, and. Mc 

boy (ey, . and:-carnal, ::gawdy \ 
worthip, thy Cruelcie, and. Opraeſfion M y | 
Reople, .Bzcauſe I kipt! Glence, and wink'd Mai 
thee things; becauſe*:ye were beconic Sul, 
Prieſt; avd ſuch Peoples ye thought. ic had ber 9 
Eyecn-fuch Gqd-too ; Thas F bad been as great aff, 
enemy to Holineſs as you ; as implacably | 
to iigh\the-Interelt of my Son Chrift, 25 yllicy1 
were; thacl bad divarecd. my own Spirit 
exchane*d natures with'lyour Father. the DevihaG 
and yield up my .Sceprer ar\d Kingdom unſ,,., 
him. and  becarse altogecber fich a one as yalſſhe 
You thought, it had baon as fauch my. envy, Þ: (; 
ſee men. faithfully bowing to make their | 
lng .and Eleftion ſure; as it was yours : th, 
their Faith, and Humilitic, and Self-denial, ar 
Patience, and Conftancy, and Reſolucion, © 
Hcayenly «mindednefs, had been the only thine 


The watce of the Rod. 
had. been” offended with, and reſoly'd to re- 
nee, With all pollible Indignation, a$. you 
re, T he trome cometh, (aics Chriſt, that who- 
wer killeth jou, ſhall think that he doth God 


rue, Joh, 16. z. But, how is it poſſible 
ey ſhould ever think ſo? Why 2 Theſe things 
{l they do unto you, becauſe they have not 
wn the Father, nor me, ver. 3. It proceeds 
om their wilful miſtake, They are not aware 
; our God is the Holy one of I(rael, That is Pſa, 68; 
rrible ont of bis holy places, A God gloriom 35. 
laligeſs. Alas, Sinner ! God is never the £*94.'f4 
jolier, for that he bears with thy unholineſs z **? 
"W ice by miſtakes will ſhortly be correted 
"Y another woxld. 
2, They are miſtaken in his Fuftice,-- I 
x thee, that thou art an hard man, ſaics the 
ithful- ſervant, dath. 25. 24. oxancgs 4r- 
&, a ſhrewd, difficult man to pleaſe, 
Warns where tbou haſt not ſown, and gather- 
s where thou haſt not ftrawed, Such are the 
"Wd thoughts of the poor, blind, prejudic'd 
oxld. They think it an impoltible matter to 
Wl by God's preſcribed Rule, unto well- 
aling 5 rhar, walking by the Spiric, is;bur 
1, or Schiſm, and therefore better let all 
ne, They hope, whateyer they are rold on 
contrary, thac God will pity them on their 
ath-beds # that his Juſtice will not be ſo 
* "Wixorable, bur rhac they may be heard, when 
call upon him. Indeed, were God ſuch a 
l2e, as they conceit him to be ; Were he who 
tl es the Cir exits of Heaven, a reſpeRer of Per- 
| +) ſons; 


T he voice of the Rod, | 
ſons, Fallible, and Mutable, of the Genterni, 
of choſe that ride the Circuits of the Earth, | 
might fare better wich them than ir 1s like x 
do, But, alas ! a few dajes . more will opeefif* 
their eyes, and then they ſhall ſee what # 
Fuſtice that is that dwells in Heayen, uf 
and Judgment are the Habitation of bis Thrm 
Plal, 89. 14. 

3. They are miſtaken in his Mercy. 
ha ve heard, that heis a God of great Mercy, 
thereupon are bold, that they may perſuadif 
him co what they will, at laſt, They ha 
heard, that be is ready to forgive ; a God, oy 
Plel.73.m, £1914 and merciful, and that k eepeth not ang 
for ever, They believe, that his mercie isal 
ſufficient, and that he will not take any gr 
notice of thoſe things, that are ſo far benat 
him 3 Such are the thoughts that keep the 
carnal hopes alive, and pleaſe their beguik 
ſouls wich a Fook-Paradiſcs, Indeed,were Gt 
as mutable, as he is merciful, they had (on 
orcound for their hopes. It may be, ſome 
them have laid their heads on this Pillow, 
11,32. For God hith coxclnded thens all 
nubelief , that he might have mercy upon 
or on Rom, 5,18. Therefore, as by the ofen 
of one, Judgment came upon all men, m 
condemnation: even ſo, by the righteouſnt] 
one, rhe free gift came wupon all men, » 
Fuſtification of life : or on ſome ſuch like pla 
and there have dreamt of an univerſal | 
demprtion ; and by this means, all their cate 


oyer, But, they may know, when they aw 
naj 
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ay; to their terrour, they ſhall know, if they 
mke not," before they awake co Judgment ; 
Wow God will have mercy upon all, and yer 
7 left out. Abſtra the conſideration of 
7, from this preſent life, wherein all are 
rcakers of che riches of his mercie in commong 
d all things happen alike, as to outward a 
arance,' to all; and then Ile tell them, thac 
od will have mercy, ſupra omnes, but not 
pre fingulos : upon all forts, or ſome. of all 
Gentiles as well as Jews; but not upon 
one of either ; EleCtion is but of ſome, and 
x of al/. But I will not ſtand here, to confute 
unreaſonable, and anti-Scriptural an aſſer- 
. Jn, ſceing this Dagor hath been already bat. 
red to the ground, by far abler Engins than 
Wine : The day is at hand, that will for ever 
ide the Controverſie, and unrayel all thoſe 
-Wucrks of che Devils knitting, 
Few there are, but will confeſs, ( though they 
but half-convinc'd } that there 15 a Hell, and 
t it is prepar'd for ſome,.whom God hath 
preſly condemn*d in his Word ; Hypocrites 
| unbelievers, they acknowledge, are gon in 
Forlorn hope, Some mens ſins are ofen , x;,,: 
fire. hand, going before to Fudgment, HJ, 24. 
Writes, fuch as their Father hath taught chem 
re-baptize with the Nick, name of Phanatichs, 
the names are ſynonymous 3 and vnbelicn 
;, ſuch as can't believe, as they do, and 
zzle their Conſciences, as they can, ; Well 
\ Sinner, Let-me reaſon with thee, from 
& own Conc:tlionsz 1f Hypociizes and Un- 
R3 belieyers 


23s 


The woice of thr Red. - 

belieyers are the undoubted H:irs of H:l, 11 

tell chee, ( not ro ſtand on the Juſtification 
any Party ) who are their Coheirs ; Matth., Wi 
frem ver. 48, to the end, T he evil ſerud 
th.t ſaith in his heart, my Lord delayeth| 
coming, H: that lives in the height of his ſeal 
rit)s that thinks *is'rime enough yer to provi 
for another world':. And ſhall begin to (mill 
his F:llow-ſervasts, Either with " ClandeWii 
and rcproaches of the tongue, or wich the if 
of wickedneſs. And to eat and drink with tp" 
drunken, The Lord of that ſervant ſhall coofif 
as ſecure as he is, 1» 4 day when be locketh 
for him, and in an howr that he is not aware of 
and ſhall cut him aſundey , and appoint him if 
portion with the Hypocrites ; there ſhall 
weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, And Lak, 1 | t 
46. He will cut him aſander, \1is Soul fron 
his Bocy, and both Bady and Soul from all iff 
worldly comforts and hopes, he will irref{{* ! 
bly, and irrecoverably deftroy him, and appt: 
him hts portion with vnbelievers, If the unt 
I evins arecondenn'd, then pray ſer, whot lea 
caſt wich them, and muſt parcake with them 
the Ex:cution ; Rev, 21.8, T he fearful, ed 
wnbeliovings and the abominable, and mu”: 
aerers, and whoremonpers, and fareereri,4 | 4 
aolaress: and all [J urs. If yov quettion they 
truth of chis, look back bur ro the fifch verſe, ane 
3 4 (Hall fee it ſeal*d with an expreſs Authot han 
f on Heaven < And he ſaid unto Bt, 14 rehin 
for thiſe words are true and-faithful. Knm (th 
por, that-F he nnrighteous ſhall not inherit! 


Ki 


2 
1 
. 
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ragtoln of God > Be not deceived, neither For= 
iators, ner Tdolaters, nor Adnlterers, xbr 
femmate, vor Abuſers' of theinſelves with 
Mathprd', ' mor Thieves, nor Covttons ; 
Drierthards ,, nor Revilers, 'mor  Extor. 
oners » full inherit the Kingdom of God, 
Sh Gor. 6:9, 16. Nay, Fleſh and blood cannit 
Wuberie the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor, '15« 50, 
Mſhis cantior be underſtood literally, as if olir 
ſouls only were capable of eternal Salvation, 
ad not our Bodies, which tis cbntraty to the 
AroRtie's Arzument ; Contraty co one great 
dthen of Chriſts Incarnation ; nay, contrary 
0 viſible, and ocular Demonſtration 3 For 
Chriſt himſelf hath viſibly aſcended, and, in 
e flames, and behalf of his Myſtical Members, 
th. entred with real F/esh and Blood, and is 
nheriting the eternal Kingdom of his Father : 
But the ſame Apoſtle particularly. explains whar 
means by Flech and Blond, Gal. 5, 19, 20, 
1. Now the works. of the flech are manifeſt, 
hich are theſe; Adultery, Fornication, Un- 
leanneſs, Caficnunſ neſs, Tdolatry, Witchcraft, 
latred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
editions, Berefies, Envying, Murthers, Druy- 
ewneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like ; as I bave 
d you in time paſt, that they which do ſuth 
things : shall not inherit the Kingdom of God, 


And now , Sinner z Can(t thou walh thine, 


hands in innocency, from all theſe ? If thou 
MWihinke(t thou art no Hy pocrite, nor Unbelieyer, 
(though -both might eaſily be prov'd againft 
thee) none of the H:irs of the Kingdom of 
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and be that formed them, will thew them u 


The voice of the Rad. 
Darkneſs, yer axt thou none of theſe Co-beiys zWor 
Surely,thy Converſation can never ſo fouly bely {Pati 
thy Condition, Alas, poot lelf-deceiyed wrerch | Wont 


Doſt thou think to meet thy Hopes and Comforts hhou 
on che- other fide of: the Threſhold ? I canna; Male» 
but pity thee, to think how I ſhall ſee thee look, ſport 


and lament thy loſs, when I ſhall meet: thee a; 
Judgmenc, when God thall make a Belieyer of 
cheez £0 thine everlaſting Sorraw, When thoy 
ſhalt ſee that he was in carne, when he aid, ſi 
He that made them, will not bave mercy on then, 


favour, Iſa, 27. 11, Though he be a merciful 
God, yer thou thalt then know, that he isasjuſ 
as he 15 merCiful, | 
4. They are miſtaken in his Patience, They 
know no difterence between his Patience, andii 
is Approbation : where « the promiſe of huh 
gomng ? for ſince the Fathers fell asleep, «lth 
phings. cantinue as they were from the begin no! 
ng of the Creation, 2 Pet. 3, 4. This is theYpat 
Generation. of Rational Rrutes, that can ſeeNwr 
no higher, than they can reach with the Pole oflime 
eaſe and Reaſon, As long as it goes well withll: 
them 1n this world, chey lirtle trouble chemielvesFme 
about another, The time of Gods Patience, iv th 
the tive of their Preſumption. Deſpiſeſt rhoulfſ | 


- the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, anlſſiun 


long-ſuffering, not knowing , that the goodneſs U thi 

Ged {eadeth thze to Repentance 2 Rom, 2, 4]Wret 

_ Sinper ! If thou could'R, 3f thou would! 

but believe, 'and confider chis! Is God patienT; 

wich thee? and doſt thay think he will be 5 
| £5: | at 


The Voice of the Rod. , 
or ever ? Is. thy reperitance that which his 
Patience 15' Waiting for ?''Is God bur- looking 
me day , and: one year'after another, when 
hou. wile” cum Þ-Is he patiently waiting at- thy 

houſe or Tayern-doors, longing for an op= 
wentinity, As 1t were, to find thee ſober, that 
he might: treat with his Prodigal about his 
everlaſting Peace > Doth he put up and paſs by 
all thy {corns and contempr.of his condeſcend-: 
ing Grace, and willing to forgive all if he 


1m, Mcould but porſwade thee co turn unto him > O 


ſhameleſs wretch ! Is ic conſiſtent with the 

and honour of a God thus to become 
himſelf 53 nay}, thus' ro humble himſelf with 
duſt and: avhes, for eyer ? In what fury will 
ſuch Patience end at laſt > oh how will thoſe 
Items burnin thy Soul , when Conſcience 
(hall have the reading of them in Hell > when 
thole Inventories of wrath, which thou art 


"now treaſuring up in this the time of Gods 


patience, ſhall be brought forth in the day of his 
wrath, and revelation: of his righteous Judg- 
ment! o', if words would prevail, how could 
Lletmy Pen run here! Bur alas | Theſe Ham- 
{mers can do nothing, cill God firike with 
them, 
'$. They are miſtaken in Gods Delight in, 
ind Care of his people, Hamas little thought 
that poor Afordecas, for whom he had prepa- 
red the Gallows, had been ſo high in” the 
Kings Books, He was thinking in his heart, 
To whom will the King delight to do honour 
wore than to my ſeif 2 Hef, 6, 6, But the 
i King's 


The: voice of the Roll; 
Kipgs thoughts were farr otherwiſe:  Methink 
choke are the yery thoughts-and carriage of the 
Hamar's of oor Tunes, Whom, doth God 
delight to dignifie more than them ?; Who are 
advancing (themſelves gn the 1carian wingy o 
begged honolir ? A few c@Hordedar's they are 
ailing at, who ( though they deny them no 
Civil reverence) yet know not how-to ſioop 
and bow .and- cringe. to their dels, Theſe 
are therefore Populus Dei tceidendus, | 4 
certain. people, ſayes he, ſcattered abroad 4. 
morg the People in all the Provinces of thy 
Kingdome, and their lawes are diverſe frm 
all- people, neither krep they the Kings law 
( a Politique pretence ) therefore it is not fot 
the Kings profit to ſuffer them, If « pled: 
the King ; let it be written that they may be 
deftrayed 3 and 1 will pay ten thouſand Talent þ 
of filver to the hands of thoſe that have thi ſ 1 
charge of the Buſineſs y to bring it into thi þ 
Kings treaſaries, Oh prepoſterous courſe wo] þj 
enrich Kings 1 Little did he chink what his 
deligns. lay in travail with, Oh that all thoſe T 
that are lifting up their hands againſt their in 
fellow-ſervants would conſider chis ! What it tr 
the King of Heaven ſhould call for his book 
of Recorders which he hath written, Mad, 3.16. of 
ach what Heſter would they intercede? Our /e 
G0d, hath ingaged not to forget eur Work, anlf th 
Labout of love. Heh. 6: 16. To recompenſe tne th 
bulatzoy to them that trouble ws, 2 The(. 1.6 he 
I.intendnac £0 .tell, cher, all chac ſpicitual re w' 
Luge. and divine. Rrength we haye.vo truſt : Pr 
"ni, CNV) tx 


1,. The woice of the Rod, 
aoely-letthem know, that we. bave # righteous, = 
Almighty, Faichful , Gracious and Wiſe Gods 
.and a ſure word of. Promiſe to anchox, on * 
And we know. that Aforgecas ſhall one day 
ride in Honour and Triumph, when Hamer 
(hall hang -on his own Gallows. I know 'cis 
in vajnco\tell che #olfe now that they are'the 
Gherp and. not the Goats, he is worrying. 
Therefore'I ſhall leave it to the Deciſion of - 


reat Day, ' And,finner, let me tell chee, - when 
Bo ſhall pull his Lambs our of thy teeth, and 
zoke their pretious bones our of thy Dez, thou 
ſhalt chef know, to thine ecernal miſcry, whoſe 
and - what, blood it is that thou art guilty of. 
When Chriſt (hall up and cell thee, 7» as much ay, > 
& jt did it, or did it not,unto one of the leaFt of g5, ' 


theſe, ye did it, or did it not, unto me. When 
hethall ſhew thee, that cvery ſtroak lighted on 
the very apple of His eye - That every drop of 
blood thou halt drawn from them came from 
his heart; that eyery Penny thou didſt unjuſtly 
ext& from them, thou ſoleſt out of his purſe, 
That when thou didſt impriſon them, thou did(t 
impriſon him, On ! theſe things will ſurely 
trouble thy minde another day. 

6, They are miſtaken in God*s glorious Title 
of Hearing Prayer, Pſal.65.2.1 ſaid not wnto the 
ſetd of Facob Seek ye me in vain, Iſa,4.5..19, Let 
the mighty /Nimrods of the world know then 

tr that the people of God are not ſo naked and 
[. 6, helpleſs, as they take them to be, To ſpeak 
11-E with holy reverence , yet in Scripture-DialeR, 
9 Prayer hath the command of Heaven, 41/s, 45. 


00 tt. Ah me of things to come, concerning my 
R_ Sons 


"The Vaceof the Red. 
Sons, and concerning the work of my" band; 
command 'ye me. . But alas 1 Things that arc 
ifiviſible to carnal ſenſe , ſeem incredible to 
carnal reaſon, Yet,ſeem it never ſo incredible, 
" whar' God hath promiſed and his people eyer 
 pherp we dare, we muſt, we do believe, 
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth and 
' delwvereth them out of all their troubles, Pſal, 
34: 17. I cred unto the Lord with my voice, 
and he heard me ont of his holy Bill. Pal. 3.4. 
Here was his experience as a witneſs of Gods 
truth. Therefore I will not be afraid of tex 
thouſands of people that have ſet themſelves 
againſt me round about, Pſal.3,6, Maryail not 


** then, ye Sonnes of Pride, that we fear none 


of your threarnings, Our God is a'God hear. 
2#g Prayer, and wo be to thoſe that have ſuch 
a God for their Enemy > The prayers of God's 
peo ple were wont to be rerrible to his Enemies, 
Exod. 17. 1. 2 King. 1. 13. In the firſt 
Reformation of Scot/and, it is reported, that 
the Queen. Mother in her warrs confefled that 
ſhe feared more the faſting and prayer of Xx 
and his Diſciples, than an Armie of twenty 
thouſand men, The Prince of ales being 
nn to make warr with Heyry the 3d.2c- 
Knowledged that he was more afraid of his 
Prayersand Alms, than of his Armies, Sothe 
Biſhop of Aagdeburgs Fafting and Prayer was 
the'terrour of Frederick Eleftor,of Saxony. But 
However it be grown leſs terriblenow, it is no! 
:erown leſs fatal, God is the ſame ſtill, and his 
'Promyfe is the ſame, and his enemies, ys 

| | the 
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' » The vorce of the Rod. 
the proudeft of them, ſhall one:day know that: 
he is a Godt Hearing Prajer, . Wo be to: thee, 
Sinner, when "God ſhall rain: upon thee; the: 
tears of his opprefſed Saints, and wo td thanei 
Houſe, when God ſhall bearupon ic with the 
highs and groans of his perſecuted children? 
woto that man by whom. the offence comtth. - aw, g 
7.: They'are miſtaken in Gods Enxds and IR 
Defigns, Howbeit he meaneth not ſo, neither 
doth his heart think ſo, but it is #n his heart 
10 deſtroy and cut off nations, not afew, 1a, ro, 
7, God's end is to reform , theirs to deſtroy, 
But here is our comfort z theſe are but his Exe- 
cutioners,and none of his Jury : God hath nog 
acquainced them with his mind. Ic is not for 
them to know what he intends to do with his 
people, Their wills are none of his Rule, nor 
are their falſe accuſations any evidence with, 
our Judge, God hatha hook in their Nottcils, 
and hach appointed them their bounds. .It the 
pardon come at the very cop of the Ladder, the 
Executioner muſt obey : And if the Jadge will 
that the righteoms ſhall be delivered out. of 
trouble, and the wicked come in his ſtead, his Pro. 11.8: 
Will muſt Rand, | 
2. The ſecond voice of the Rod unto the. In- 
emies,is this. Jt Calls ypon them to Conſider, 
and on conſideration to repent, Methink that 
Generation is com, or an ether well like ig, 
which was ſpoken of under the fourth w4al, 
Rev.16.9.. And menwere ſcorched with great 
heat and blaſphemed the name of God , which 


hath power ever theſe Plagues, and r:pented not 
to 


_  Thahiceaf tha Ret. 
ts give him glovy. Haty'cothe Dlagues' of Ged 
ſcorched us, both at. home and abba, .jin City 
and in Councry ; yet who hath zepenced to give 
him Glory # I have but theſe four things. at 
preſent to PR__ to zour ſober Confideration, 
and'yery briefly, | 

.. 1, What manner of Perſons are they whom 
God takes to be his Enemies? Phsl.3,2 8.1 9,F0y 
Mary walk , of wham t have told you often y 46d 
now tell you even weeping, thar they axe the 
Enemirs of the Crofs of Chriſt. Here the Au 
paſlile complains of. Enemies: in the next verſe 
he deſcribes them, by their way, and by their 
end. Their way, tbey walk,, a king of Pros 
feſſors they are 3 bur,their God & their Belly; 
their Luſt and Unclkanneſs, Their Glory # ts 
their ſhame : cicher paſſively, their Glory thall 
end in ſhame, ora&ively, they glary in that Jai 
which is the ſhame of their profeſsion, ho ihe 
mind earthly things; Carnal men, carnal in ſte 
their affeions, and in their converſations: {#01 
ro which anſwers Rows. 8. 7, The carnal mind Ni 
i enmity avainſt God, And their end uv de- i 
firuftion, The end of theſe things is death, 
Chap. 6, 21, Again, Luk. 19. 27, Bu iſ 
thoſe mine enemies-<- brivg them hither, and 
ftay them b+fore me, Here's their Doom, The If 
Perſons were ſuch as would not that Chriſ if 
fould.reign over them, And how doth Chriſt 
reign , but by his word and ſpirit, and the 
Laws and Statutes of them > Well .chen, ſuck I 
as yield not both viſible and inviſible, obedience 
in heart and life unto the laws of Chrilt ; . 
wAl 
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things pertaining tothe Kingdom of Chriſty att 
; i che Enemies of his Kingdom; » Nay, 'every-ma 

« in an unconyened'eftate is an en eniena Oba, 
»M RoW, Fs. I 0, Col, , © Il, NowT befeech at, 
: jf your Souls, and che fecuring of yout Ing 
ce, 'be ſo much worth z make a little pauſe 


re, and ſoberly canfider , what infaltible, 


m 

bf nay, probable eyidences you-can produce ro 
he ye your pretended Converſion z whether 
Au by are fuch as God in his word ſpeaks peace 
rſs © ebrough, and on which after ſerious and due 
«ir © deliberation, yon can boldly and fafely advene 
ros © ture your fonls on for ever, Nay, are there not 
ly ; MOnny » and I think, never more amongſ-x 
i Chriſtian people » that even; hate! and diſdain, 
all che imputation of Repentance and Converſton, 
har and yer cannot fo much as queſtion whether 
vb ehey are the enemies of Chrilt or no, Welk, 
| in {the day is ar hand that will ſeparate the Sheep 
ns: from the: Goats, and then it {hall fully appear 
ind bo are friends, and who are foes, 

d&:.f 2. Whether Gods Enemies be not concern*d 
ath, Nin bis Rod, as well as his, friends, Doubtleſs 
Bae ihe Propoſition is affirmed by all the Reaſon 
in the world 5 If Judgment begin at the houſe 
f God, what hall the end be of them that 


0d, Pſal. 9.17. Wil « Lyon roar in the For- 
ft when he hath no Prey > Shall a Trumpet 
' blown in the City, and the people not be a- 
aide The Lyon hath roared, who will not fear, 
t 


walk by their own lays ," or the laws of inen'in”* '** 


bey not che Goſpel ! The wicked ſhall be tur« i Pet, 4; 
d into' Hell, and all the Nations that forget 1», 


Fi 2356. PTY  Thewelceof the Rolli” 
"Ty 3: 4+1he Lord-God bath ſpoken; who can but pri; 
FO bejie if 94:4 | 


3- Whether che: courſe. you are taking be 
the, way to the mercies. you are-exſpeCting ? 
By ſmearing andSfing. and killing . and ftealing 
and. commuting adultery they break_out and 
blood - Foncheth- blood; Therefore | ſhall th 
Lund mourn, Hoſ. 4,23. If all manner of 
prophancneſs and oppreſsion be.the. way to 
mercy.and peace, ; then Scripture (hall be no 
longer. Scripture, nor God any longer God, 
who hath both chreatned and executed the Ge 
concrary. There is no peace, ſaith the Lord, 
to the wicked, Iſa. 48. wit. Hear thi,O » 
that ſwallow np the needy! even to make the 
poor of the Land, to fail that ye may buy the 
poor for ſilver, and the needy for a pair of ſhoesi 
Shall not the land tremble for this + and ever 
one mouruthat dwelleth therein > Am, $.4,6, 

8, Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, but Sin i a ſon 
reproach 'to avy People, Prov. 14+ 34, Surely 
if the plaineſt Scripture or the moſt vndeny- 
able cxperience, be of any Credit or Conſequence | 
with vs,; we need.nv prophetical Reyclations tot 
tl us whichee we. ate finking, 
- 4. Whcther orno you arefighting for Chriſt Þ 
or for Antichiift, ' Youreſtate is Militant, and 
for one of theſe two vou are fighting, . He the 
' 35 yot with me, &. agathſf me, - But beſure, 2t1-Fi 
chazl and his Angels: ſhall prevail, che Law 
will overcome the Beaſ#, . Therefore come out 
of her my People; that ye be not partakers iff 
her Sins, andihat ye receive not of het Plagits, 
| gt 


The voice of the Rod. | 


4; (leguer, Rev. 18. 4. The wine-preſs is pre» 


ared, the Vintage isathand ; Wo! wo! wol- 


be ho 2ab7/07: 
of? 3. The third Voice of the Rod to the Ene-. 
ing Fpics; 15 this ; Ze cells them, that the Dregs of 
ind be Cup are like to come to their chare, Pſal. 
the 5.8. For in the hand of the Lord there is a Cup, 
of (rd the Wine & red, it s full of mixture, and he 
to ſhuwrerh out of the ſame ; bat the Dregs thereof, 
no þ/ the wicked of the earth 5hall wring them ont, 
30d, rd drink them, How full of Gall & Wormwood 
the very, word in this Text ! 1» the hand of the 
ord, Mord, This (hews that irrefiftable power, thac 
) je hal! enforce 1c, and the ſpeedy execution of it ; 
the & is in his hand, and (hall ſhortly be ſer to cheir 
the Fhourhes 3 rhere & 4 Cup, The meaſure which 
hoes ſpe hath appointed : *cis the full Doſe, not one 
wery Fcruple, or Drop, to be abated them. And the 
4, 6, Wine #5 12d, Tis a bloody Cup : fiery Indigna-" 
45 4 Fon. 1t 75 full of mixture, A compoſition of 
urely ll kinds and degrees of wrath and miſery ; the 
eny- {up is not only full, buc che mixture is full - ic 
ence Þ full of mixtures, noth.ng lefr our, that may 
ns tooreſs his cerrour, or their rorment F it is full, 
d compleat vengeance, And he poureth out of 
kriſtÞir ſame, They ſhall nor fip of ic only, bur 
- andſÞall rake off their full draught, they ſhall be 
 tharenchr with ic  potired our, not by drops, but 
, Mi-ith a oreat Guſh of wrath; Bat the Dregs 
,anbWrreef, rhe Quintefſence of its bitrernels, the 
e outry urmoſt gall and venom of ir. All the 
ers if iched of the earth; there h1ll not one eſcape, 
ag uetherher openly, or cloſely wicked 5 whoſoever 
Arv, J hack 
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hath not his name wricmncn in the Lamb's Boofl 
of Life, and his doars ſprinkled with the blooy 
of the Paſſcover : though never ſo great in'the 
world, or righteous in bis own, or inthe eyeaif® 
_-of others; all the wicked of the carth, in all 
times, relations, - conditions, or places of the 
earth, shall wring them out, *Tis a Cup of thei 
own mingling, they are treading the Wine-pre 
themſelves; and this ſhall be the Worm that 
Conſcience (ſhall genaw chem with, to all ererni 
ty ; that there is no more poured out, than the 
themſelves poured in: Their undoing, 1s thei 
own doing. Ah, Sinner ! Every Sin,every Ly 
every Oath, every Luſt, every omiſſion of th 
Dutie, every Idle word, every hour ſpent in an 
unconyerted eſtate, lajes on more weight, t: 


ſqueez? out, and extort the bitrereſt dregs 0 

wrath and miſery, which thou muft ſhortly drinl 

up. Tremble then, oh Sinner | God 1s goins 

the Round, witch his 37 4 of trembling ; thoug 
I 


it come to our Table firſt, be ſure, the botto 
{hall return on you ; The time 5s come, that 
Fadgment muſt auch at the Houſe of God, an 
if ut firſt begin at us, what hall the end be 
them that obey not the Goſpel? 1 Pct. 4.178 
He that hath begun with us, ſhall ſooner « 
later. make an end with you, #n the day th 
' T 5ball wifit the transgreſſions of 1(rael uw 
him, 1 will alſs viſit the altars of Bethel, and 
the horns of the altar shall be cut off, Am.3,14 
The cap:ive Ark , (hall ane Jay prove the utte 
1i:n of Dagos. For, thus faith the Lordy B 


held, they whoſe Tndgment was not to drink 
tt 
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he Cap, have aſſwredly drunken ; and art thou 
rhe that halt altogether go anpuniched? thou 
belt not $0 wnpun:hed, but thay shalt ſurely 
\ 2% of zt; Jer. 49. 12. 'Tis a ſad Omern'ro 
- (1 Food's enemies, when he begins to fall fout with 
: Wis Friends, Regoyce, and be glad, O daughter of 
dorms, that dwelleſt in the land of 1, the Cup 
9 hall paſs through unto thee : thou shalt 
drunken, and halt make thy ſelf naked; 
n. 4.21, Behold, the rightcous rhall be 
compenſed 1n the tarth; muth more the 
ithed, and the Sinner, Pcov,11. 31, Farr be it 
f eh\Mrom re, to rejoyce at the thoughts of that 
udoment that attends thee; or ro comfort my 
[f, with the hopes of that Tr:bulation, that is 
ke to be thine .eternal Retompence, Bur 
Wnowing the terrour of che Lord , we pex+ 


drin | qe?) att 
ocindFade men- G2d, who knoweth all things, 
” oFnoweths thar the defire of my very Soul is, 
otro at thou mighr'( be ſaved 5 that, of an ence. 
hay 5 chou might'ft be made a friend 5; my 
1 ayer to God, is, that the choughts of thy 
_ t may be forgiven theeg my delign is not 
,. 170 © out upon thee, but to cry out unto thee. 
er off=iive your ſelves from this untoward genera- 


, half» AR. 3. 40, I would nor, that fire ſhould 
| down from H:ayen to conſume thee ; but Gal, g.' 54. 
7 Wt thou mighr'}t be as a fire-brand pluck*c out 
the burning. O that, though we are ſ(trug» 
: utreF$'s rogether here, in the womb of the earth, 
1 might both pafs ſafe through the new birth 1 
»þ Fganer? this is all the harm and miſery T wiſh 
thee, and all the happineſs I wiſh my elf. © 
Sz chat 
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that God would awaken thee, and cauſe thy lot 
to fall with his own people! thar God would 
make this Cap thy bleſſing, and rot thy bane; 
thy 'pirge, *and'not: thy poiſon 1 that he wouldfh 
open hitnfelf a door into thy Sou), before heſhulſh 
ahd lock the door of Hell upon thee | 1 

4. The fourth errand of the Rod, to God 
Enemies, is, to tell thems That God will ter 
rainly be'roo hard for them. Trouble, and ar 
pin (hall make him afraid, they shall pr p 
wail againſt him, as a Kirg ready to the Battiihh, 
For he ftretcheth out his hand againſt Gully, 
and ſtrengtheneth himſelf againſt the Almiyh 
F). He runneth apon him, even wpon his Ld, (18 
pon the thich boſſes of his bucklers, Job 1 5.24 | 
25, 26, O, Sinner ! what ſtrange madneſs half, : 
bewitched thee > Dareſt thou venture upon {Cor 
God that's arm*d with all Power in Hcaavſhatt 
and in Earth > Thox shalt break them with 
rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in preces,lilfhor | 
a Potters Veſſel, Pſal, 2. 9, Ah, poor worngirye 
Doft' thou' think to take God Priſoner, anfſþho 
bind the Almighty in chains ? ſhonld he ah b, 
but the leaſt of his Creatures againſt thee, wiſhury 
a Commiſſion to execute his wrath upon thafſ co! 
could'ft thou Rand before him ? To whiter 
a Height was proud Herod come, before God href 
his Worms upon him, eAtT. 12.23, Hath Uiffeme 
left himſelf wichout evident witneſs of his Polh 
er and Juſtice, eyen in this age ? Don't yh 
very Reaſon, and natural Conſcience, ſohe 


times ſuggeſt to you, as once it did to G4 c 
If this Connſel, or this work be of mev, it 
(0 


T he woce of the Rod, 

ome to nought ; but if it be of God, ye cannot 
rerthrow-1t ; leſt haply ye be found, even to 
iebe againſt God, Adt, 5. 38, 39, We know, 
ho will one day braiſe the Head, and wound 
be hairy ſcalp of ſuch an one, as goeth on ;n 
us treſpaſſes, Pſal. 68. 21, And for your 

arther awakening, Confider, and know, 
1. That God will be too hard for your Pow- 
: No weapon that is formed againſt thee, 
hall proſper : and every tongue that hall riſe 
gainſt thee in Tudgm:nt, thou shalt condemn, 
his 3s the heritage of the ſervants of the Lord, _ 
rd their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaiththe Lor, 
a,54+17. He that can ſer the Starrs in Bat- 
g-array, and- cauſe ther to fight from Heaven 
» their Courſes, againſt his Enemies, Fudg. 
,20, He that hath Legions of Angels ac the 
ommand of a word, Matth, 26, 53. He that 
th given thee all that power thou haſt, thy 
ife, and breath, and beeing, Att, 17.28, Will 
jot ſuch a God be too hard for thee ? Shall the 
Iryed flubble contend with the whirlwind 2-s 
ho would ſet the briers and thorns againſt me 
battel > I would go through them, I would 
ry them together, l(a. 27. 4. Well, Sinner ! 
confident, and as bold as thou art, thou ſhalt, 
fter a few moments more, know, againſt whar 
refiſtable Rrength thou haſt ingageds and 
member, thou haſt been warn'd, that o&r God 
4 conſuming fire, Heb. 12. 29. R:member, 
hen thou art crying to the Hills co cover thee 
When chou art roaring under the yengeance of 
© God, again(t whom thqu art now fight- 
S 3 ing 
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ing; When God is dealing dead Blows atthaff 
remember, that thou wert once warn*d ; nz 
thou ſhalt remember ; there's one/ within the 
ſhell bear record to Gods patience, and tom: 
duty, and to thy (h+me and torment, that thoſ 
haſt becn fairly wara"d. When the Plagues of Ys 
Juſt God are raining in fire and brimftone upo 
Thee, and'there is no eſcape ; when *tis too lah 
to deliver thy Soul z then remember the tin, 
rhat thou wouldſt not be perſwaded, 

2, God will be too hard for your Poly, 
Aſſociate yourſelves, O ye people, and ye halh, 
be broken in pieces, and give ear, all ye of falſh, 
Countries, Gird your ſelves, aud ye hall 
broken in pieces ; t. ke Counſel together, and lp 
shall came to nought , ſpeak, the word, and ſel 
shall not ftand : for God # with ws, Ia, Wa 
9, 10. Aſſociate your ſelyes, and take counſY | 
e-octher; let the Aſſembly be full, a generſhe 
Convocation : Gird your ſelyes in Oarn any, 
Intereft, as one man, and gird your ſelves agamny,y, 
ewiſt the Cords of Counſel, reviſe and rye; 
cognize your Debates and Reſults ; nay, ſprifihp,! 
th: word, and yet it thall not Rtand, for Gofly| 
15 With us, God is an All.ſceing, and an Alhh 
knowing, as well as an Almighty God. Coufga 
ſel is mine, and ſound wiſdom, I ans underſea 


ing, I haveſtrength, Prov,8, 14. The Dec 


of men are not in fore? with God, till che oh 

have paſt under the Broad Seal of Heavwiher 

Conrſel is mine, The Counſelthat is not fer 

from the God of Counſel, is Madneſs and Fo 

and not Counſ.', Sinner! ler me tell theegthot he 
{11 


The Voice of the Rod, 
hou haſt hired che D:vil for Counſel, with the 
zes of thy Soul: yer all thy Counſel thall prove 
thy Confuſion, when the Cavſ: ſhall be pleaded 
before the Judge of Quick and Dead, Remem- 
er Balaaw's Parable, and tak? is for a Rule, 
Surely there 1s no Enchantment againi# Facob, 
ither 2s there any Divination againſt I[racl, 
umb, 33, 23, he hath hardened himſelf a- 
ainſt God, and hath proſpered? Job 9.4. Ak 
[Cain how he profper'd ag2in(t his Brother ; ask 
olicyhe old World how they proſpered ; ask Pha- 
 5hefpcoh ; ask Sodows and Gommrrah ; nay, askthe 
of faſamned in Hell, whether chey have proſpered ? 
all becher ever they were too hard for God ? and 


and ithin a few years more, you may be able to 
and ſhell me, could I come to ask you, that you have 


lia, Whad as bad ſuccels as any of theſe. 
coun} 5, The fifchand laſt Voice of the Rod, to 
vene!She Enemies of God, is, to forewarn them, that 
8" 05od 35 making sbort work with them, For, he 
 agatWoill finiſh the work, and cut it short in righ- 
nd Mirouſneſs : becauſe a short work will the Lord 
, [peiiinake pon the earth, Rom. 9. 28. Oh, thatT 
IX Goffauld be heard, while your hearing time holds ! 
an A\@h, that now, at the eleventh hour, I might per» 
Corimade you to come into the Lords Vineyard, 
erſtar nd labour with vs this one hour that is left , 
DcttFhat you may receive your penny with us at 
ill chKioht ! oh, char cheſe parting knocks might be 
HeaiWeard ! chat theſe laſt calls might have a willing 
pt fetlſind kind Anſwer 1 How doth my Soul long for 
d FolEfou > Ab, Sirs / *cwill be fad rep-nting in” ano- 
NWMher world ; cyl be hard to bear what you can» 
| th | S 4 not 
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not then avoid. Qh, that I could wiſh you, «in 
weep. yous and pray you into Covenant wit (iſ 
Chiilt 1 A little while longe!, and you will wih Wii 
as I dv, O that 1 had been wiſe, while 1 might 
have bees happ) ! ob, that I had been connſelld, 1 
«nd rnl'd by theſe that watht my Soul well, evino 
4 their own Souls | A few Sports more, Sin-YWn 
ner, and then thou ſhalt play thy laſt Game, ſy 
Deccive and flattex thy ſelf a little longer, and 
then thou ſhalt be undeceived for ever. Scom 
us, "mock us, perſecuce uy a little longer ; and 
then thou halt ſcorn us no more, thou halt! 
mock nor peiſecute no more for ever, Bent 
now therefore, Q ye Kings, and be nſtrutted if t 
Tadges of the Earth z ſerve the Lord with fear 
«nd rejerce with trembling. Kiſs the Son, | 1 
he be angry, and ye perish from the way : Wha o 
y 
C 


his wrath is kindled bat a little: Bltſſed art al 
they that pat their truſt 1 n him, Pf al, 2.1 
11,12, TI be Lards wrath is kindled}, and tha t 
not a lictle : *wstime to kits the Son. Bic, WY x 
you kiſs him, 2s Judas kils'd his Matter ? Waſ / 
wo, be to thee ; 1c had been good for thee, iff n 
hou had} never been born, Oh, how thall r 

beipeak thee 1 how (hall 1.awaken thee 1 3 
weancy} thony O sleeper > Ariſe, call mpor 4 
= "Wi God, The Cloud hangs black and heavy ov 
gene hee, full of the wrath ot God ; Warrs and [ 
Conntry's Mults, and Bapines, abroad ; Poverty and Þ: cl 
ſhe, 1 on- lence, Murmurings, Heart-burnings, J*alou 
ly with, T ang HR at home, Miſery and Ryin ſeem! 
never 1, driving at us, 2s Jehu tows ds Zrzreel, W 


in thi; part 
sf jfuon, knows whas Dclol:tins a year or two mat 


” 
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may produce ? who can well what a diy may 
bring forth, The fire hath entred your dwel- 
lings, and will you burn in your B:ds ? :God 
hath claſhc the Bells of Nature, nay, and over- 
twrn'd the Bells of Aaron too, and can none 
of theſe things affe& us? oh that God: would 
Sin-Enow drive home and faſten theſe Nails upon 
zame,W you | that he would graciouſly perſwade you to 
hear the Rod, and him who hath appointed it. 
Proceed we now to anſwer one Query briefly; 
How to Judge of the particular Voice of this or 
that particular Rod, And that 1 may commend 
[the praCtice of this Search to you, give me leave 
to premiſe cheſe three.or four Incentives, 
' I. *T i an excellent way to gain by the Rod, 
© Though the Ba/mz be neyer ſo Soveraign and 
900d; yet if the Patient knowes not how or 
where to apply ir, it is never like toeff:& che 
cure, Correction withour inſtruction is the way 
to harden, not to reform, This ſeems to be one 
main cauſe why God was even weary of ſmiting 
Iſrael, There was noend in its ye will revolt 
more and more, The more I ſtrike, the more ye 
revolt ; I may ſtrike you dead, and all will be 
| 7:64 one, The reaſon is, 1ſrae! doth not know, my 
people doth not con(ider, Iſa, 1. 3. Therefore 


ry oY Doftrizxe muſt go with Reproof, and Iyſtratti« 
d Tu 01» righteonuſntſs with correftion ; then both 
4 Pl the Word, and the Rod will be profitab/e and 
aloul ſucceſsful,Chriftian } this is the way toturn thy 


ſaddeſt loſles to thy beſt adyantage : To extrat 
Ex vipera theriacem, out of poyſon an Anti- 
dote againſt poyſon: Toturn Egyprians againit 
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Egyptians; this is the. arc and happineſs of 4 
Chriſtian, To ſer his loſſes, his hazrards, his 
crofles, his miſcries, nay, death it ſelf, among 
his richelt gains, | 

2.73 4 notable courſe to make the yock 
eafie, What's that makes any caſe grievous 
or deſperate, bnt this, when we know not 
how to helpic? How doth ic trouble and diſs 
quiet you, when a friend is angry ,- and you 
know not why or wherefore ? or how to goa- 
bour to reconcile him > Onely this you know, 
that he will not be angry without great and juſt 
cauſe, The knowledge of the Caule is alway the 
firſt direX Repo the Cure, You will never go 
cheafylly under the yoak, as long as you go in 
the dark-as to the end and meaning of ir, 

2. *is @ ſpecial means to improve your Ex. 
perience, and to ftirengthen your watch, This 
will bring thee better acquainted with all che 
falſe corners and Caves, the windings and e- 
anders of thy heart and life, When you have 
not anly bin taught or threatned, bur whipt out 
of an exrour, it will bea good token with you 
as long as you live, What you haye once ſenh- 
bly Cmarted for, you will the more carefully 
watch againſt. The reaſon why we are at ſuch 
lofles in thoſe Circumſtantials, wherein the 
Word 3s filenr, js, becauſe we have not obſeryed 
 norunderſiood the Rule, wherein th: Rod hath 
ſpoken-more plainly. The Rod is the Feſtu in 
Gods hand, whereby ſomerimes he ceacherh his 
children to ſpell his ward. The Theorre of any 
art 15 not {o throughly undertood, ill the Pri- 

! ue 


The voice-of the Rod. 
fiice make-it familiar, Your Coltly experiences 
will be your :ariding experiences, Oh what a 
RaT will this be in your hands, when you, are 
Raggering and haking between Faich and Reae 

- ſon } when conſcience (hall Rand up and urge 
you with former experiences, This way I dare 
not adventure on, God hath met with :me 
here already, and convinc'd me that it is out of 

my way ;-'the laſt time I was wandring in this 
or the like unwarrancable pach, I ſadly «remem- 
ber what frowns were given me, and how dear 
1c cot me; and should I be found in the ſame 

-or the like way again, will he not make me re- 
member i; as long aslI live ? and leave ſuch a 

. mark on me as Shall cauſe me to go limping and 
lamenting to my grave ? 

4. *T 1s the only way to have the affliftion rt- 
mov'd with advantage, Suppoſe, now God is 
2Micting thee in thy Healch, or Liberty, or in 
thy worldly Defignes or Hopes : It's not thy ots 
dinary courſe in ſuch a caſe, to find out and re- 
move the .jimmediate and natural cauſe of ir ? 
if this be accompliſhed, and the effeRt, which 
troubled thee, ccaſe, thou rejoyceſt and com- 
mendeſt thy courſe, and by and by all isforgot- 
ten; the wound is cur'd, and all is well,and the 
Plaiſter laid up for the next like occafion? thus 
the Rod 'loſeth irs end, and doth but Rop- thee 
inthy way, not turn thee our-of thy way s and 
hence it follows, that if God intend thee any 
good, he 'muſt ſend tronger meſſengers after 
thee, which, it may be, are forc't tro knock thee 
down before thou wilt yield, But ſuppoſe that 

| God 
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God ſhouldleave thee to thy own courſe, to re- 
move natural evils with natural Remedies, and 
to l9ok no higher ; unto what a 'diftance from 
God wouldſt thou in a ſhort time wander? Nay, 
though thou acknowledgeſt thy fin in the!gene- 
ral, -or in many principal or particular branches 
of it, and indeevonrel to humble thy ſoul in 
truth before God ; yet if that eAchas the chief 
Author of the preſent diſpleaſure be not found 
out and ex:cuted 2ccording'to the. law of God, 
thon art as lyable ſtill, to the ſame miſcarriage, 
and to the ſame 2MiQion, asever thou werrt be. 
fore, Though the Rod may have wrought ſome 
good on thee, yet tt hath not reacht that geod, 

Let this ſerye to move you unto. the Duty, 
through the bleſsing of him that watereth the 
Furrows of Sion, and cauſeth his people to pro. 
fir, I come now to anſwer unto this great and 
neceſſarie Query, 

To be peremptory or poſitiye in this caſe is 
dangerovs. Gods: waies are ſometimes in the 
dark : hi counſels are a great deep, where it 
may beas unſafe for us to ſeek him, as it is im- 
poſſible ro find him. YetTam not leading you 
into a Labyrinth of endleſs or fruitleſs labour, 
nor introducing unto the contemplation of a Pla. 
tonich Idea, nor about to perſwade you to turn 
Oracles to your ſelyes. That which I have to 
propoſe is not intended to diftrat thee, bur to 
dire& thee, Here is certainly a Pearl of great 
price hid z a Gemme of infinite yulue ; Digg) 
and thou ſhalt find it; find it, and it ſhall en- 


vch thee both in. 'this world, and in a _ 
An 
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And as you hope to underſtand the Connſel of 
God in this buſneſs,ſer your ſelyes with all poſ- 
fible ſeriouſneſs and imparrialicy to ſeek it of 
God in the diligent uſe of theſe, and any other 
DireRions that ſhall from God be ſugoeſtedto 
thee, | 

I. Confider what were thy laſt miſcarriages, 
Deal with thy ieif as Phyſicians are wont, to do 
with their Pattents, What was the lift diet you 
fed upon 2 Poſs)bly, there may be ſomerhing in 
the Nature, the Quality or quantity of ic, which 
may produce ſuch a diltemper, Was there no 
diſtaſte or diſlike in the tomagk ar, or immedi. 
ately after,che reception of it > No ReluQtance 
or doubting in conſcience about any ching you 
have lately done, or ſpoken, or purpoſed, or 
adviſed, or omitted > Sometimes,God is pleaſed 
to intimate his diſpleafure by his Rod in the firſt 
flep of our departure from him, He that hath 
commanded us to call upon him while he is near, 
is ſomerimes pleaſed to obſerve his own Law, 
and calls upon us while we are near, to reckon 
with us while it is hot : before we are gone ouc 
of hearing, as it were. I need not heap up Scrip- 
tu:e-1nſtances to this purpoſe : daily experience 
is ſufficient evidence, 

2, What are the eructations of thy conſcience? 
Is there nothing, that Conſcience doth begin to 
accuſe thee of ? that thou couldſt wiſh had been 
done, or left todoing > When David had nume 
bred che people, ſee how conſcience did preſent- 
ly begin to work within him, His heart ſmore 
him, 2 San, 24. 10, What eyer thou or 

| take 
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. truſt ro,the mvlticude and ſtrength of his forces; 


T he Voice of the Rod. 9 
t:keheed of oyerlaying thy conſcience,or ſtifling 
the operations of it: If thislye ſpeechleſs in ſuch 
a Cale, i1$a ſigne the diſeaſe 1s dangerous : when 


| 

the Stomack is overcharged, either in Quancity 
or Q-3lity,ir Toatherh che very thoughts of meat: . 
but eſpecially ofchat, whereon it ſurfeired, My } ( 
Sin u ever before me, (aies David, Pſal. 51.3, ff ; 
"Tis rrue the finof his nature comes into his } , 
rhoughts, as the root and ſpawn of all the reſt : 3 
bur *ris this particular guilt, chatalwaies returns I ,, 
= ts gatbly and dreadful aggrayations upon }} , 

ith. 

3. Sometimes the Puziſhment bears reſem- , 


Blance with the Sin. Suffering is the Off-ſpring 
of fin ; and ofenitmes it begers children in its dif 
own likeneſs, God ſometimiesdeals with us Lege N .. 
Taltonis, and r:quiceth us ike for ike, Sohe kd, 
dealt with Agag, 1 Sam, 15.33. As thyſword N, 
hath made women childleſs, fo ſhall thy mother 
be childleſs among women, Such was that Judges 
ment of God on thote Sodomaites the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, Rom: 1.27, Receiving un themſelves 
that recompence of their erronr which was meet, 
He mered out a puniſhment y that ſhould ſuit 
with their impiety, and made their very fin to 
be their ſnare, Thus he doth often, as it were, 
write our accuſatioh on our eroſs, and canſe the 
ſuffering to bear the very ,picture of the Sin, 
Nay, after this manner God dealc with David 

himſelf: When he began to glory in, or to, 


God Qi>rined them by ſeventy thouſand men, 
2 8am, 24, 15. So When he had ſinned by A- 
| dultery 


T he Voice of the Rod, 
dultery and Murder: Murder and Adultery was 
his puniſhmenc, 2 $4, 12,10, 1t, Thus alſo 
God' met with hab, 1 King. 21. 19. But ta 
mention no more : this is one of the commoneſt 
and cleareſt Rules we have to judge by in this 
caſe, Hath God croſt thee in any of thy delight+2 
Confider whether thy delight were lawful in 
+ I irsſelf and in its circumſtances, or the uſe of ir, 
'* ' moderatcand {ubordinate, Hath he ſr:1itten thee 
: in ſome dear Relation ? Confider whecher jc 
5 &f had not too much of thine heart, or of thy time, 
nN If thy care, or fond :Indulgence. Hath he afflicted 

Hthee in any part of thy Body > Confider how 
m- thy Body ( or, ic may be, that part eſpecially) 
> fhath been employed either ro Gods honour or 
ts Ediſhonour, Hafſt thou mer with any fruſtration, 
$* Edanger, or evil ſucceſs in thy enterprize ? Con. 
be der what were thy ends, Of whom didft thou 
ord 15k counſel or crave aſsiſtance 2 See whether 
her there be not ſome offence near thee, of which 
dge thy puniſhment may claim parentage. The firſt 
tle Queſtion we uſe to ask the Patient is this, Wnere 
wes Bicth your pain lie  Wherein are you grieved 
pet. Froſt > And then examine,whether that part be 
Tut For ſuffering under its own guilt, Ic may be 
NT Fhou arc in a langviſhing, pining caſey under 
vert, Yon hereditary diſtemper , and haſt alwayes 
c rhe omthing to complain of, Why, may not God 
511. Bhen be preſenting to thee the Condition of thy 
avid wl by the eftare of che body, and v.ficing for 
2r tO Be fin of thy cnſtome or Conſtitucion ? When 
II, Bad enters into a Courſe of Phylick with thee, 


m".::n Arcument that the difeaſc.is rooted in 
by A- | thee, 
Lultery 
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thee, and ler me add this as a ſure Rule, by the 
way. Every 4fittion bath a general, if not 4 
ſpecial eze and aime at: thy maſt beloved, hab;. 
tuated, or accuFomed Sin, Though particular 
miſcarriages be ofcen times atrended with par. 
ticular correQions; yet both, 1t may be, are 
properly reducible unto thy maſter-E1ſt, the fin 
+ that doth ſo eaſily beſer thee, as the root of all : 
for one and the ſame fin may diſcover 1ts elf di. 
verſe waies, that ſeem aliene from its own na-« 
ture, For illuſtration take this plain example. A 
man that is naturally Scorbutical, and lies under 
the Phyfitians hands for that diſeaſe, but while 
this is under cure, he falls into a Feaver, or Pls. 
rifie, or Drophe, or the like; unto which the 
Phyſuian applics his art diverſly; yet in all he or 
| does, hath a due reſpeCt unto the former and 
oreat infirmity, which'isas the fountain of the 
reft, and creates him all this toyl, and variety of Þ| the 
Mechods and Compoſitions, Hence concludeFſlin 
then, that he that is not acquainted with h's ger 
Maſer-fing the King or Prince of his corrupti-ſtha 
onszis not. iKkerto go ſarr, with any ſucceſs or re-ſmul 
al advantage, in his ſearch, Ys 
4. It niay be God afflifts thee for preventionſdeſ] 
of a worſe evil, I will hedge up thy way with 6 
thorns, and make a wall that ſhe ſhall not find 
her pathes, Hoſ, 2, 6. God will ſer thorns in 
his ſheeps paths, to keep them from breakins 
from him, This was the courſe God rook -wit 
St, Paul. 2 {or. 12/77. Lefl I ſhould be exalte 
above meaſure through the abundance of tha 
revelations , there-was given to me a thorn : 
| 


the fleſh : a meſſenger of Satas to buffet nt, 
left ſhould be exalted above meaſure, God ſees 
ſomerimes that proſperity would hurr us, caſe and 
worldly contents would prove ſnares to us; and 
therefore in-mercy he may deny or remove them, 
It may be,that God is fi:ting thee for ſome mcte 
than ordinary mercy, and laying the foundaci- * 
on for ſome fair building; if ſo, maxvail not, - 
nay, bethink it nor if he digg deep in thee, - 

5. Conſider, what is thy Patience under the 
Kd: An impatient high colour, and the thick 
and eager beacing of the Pulſe of thy complaints 
are\the Symptoms of a F:aver, and givcs cauſe 
to think that unbelief and impatience is, a; leaſt, 


an Aſs;ſtent, if not the Praxcipal cauſe, *Tis an Pelitaaid 
ordinary thing with God, ro drive our one heat j,n;buc ig 


with another, Wonder not to ſee God ſetting nes, 
his weak children on cheir ſeggs and reaching 
them to go, though chey be froward and unwil= 
ling. He knowes that exerciſe is the way to be= 
ver and to ftrengthen habics, If thou wouldſt 


j-fibat God ſhould giye over his affliting, thou 


muſt learn to give oyer thy fretting, The qui= 
et Patient 1s either the moſt hopeful,” or the moſt 
deſperate Patient, | | Eo 

6. It maybe Gods deſign # only or chiefly for 


ty eryal. - To diſcover to thy ſelf chat which 


ms hid, whether ic be grace or corruption, 


Alhough fin be ever(ar_leaſt ) the remote cauſe 


frhe Rod, yer it is not alway the main Cauſe; 


of thNeither hath this man ſinned, nor his parents : 


born ut that the works of God fhauld be made mani- 
T 
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|  -- The woice of the Rod. 
feſt 1n him. Fob, 9. 3. Doubtleſs,bath the man 
and his parents were ſinners, both originally and Þ 
| aCtually ; but chat was 'not it, for which the 
"IP man was botn blind, _ 

7. Go and aik it of God by prayer, No man 
in heaven nor inearchris able or worthy to open 
this Book, unleſs the Lyox of the tribe of Fudah Þ 
do it. Prayer is the Key to open theſe Adyra Fil 
Templi, the ſecrets and Myſteries of the Spirit; 
the deep countells of Providence, O the depth of 
the riches both of the wiſdome and knowledge of 
God | how n»ſcarchable are his judgments, and 
his wates paſt finding oat ! For, who hath known | 
the mind of the Lord, or who hath been his coun- 
ſeller > Rom, 11.33,34. Othen ! go our of thy 
felf, and gerup co the Mount with God, Prayer 
hath che Promiſe ro quicken and encourage it, 
Jam, 1.5, Spread thy cafe before him z bewzil 
thy Ignorance to him; draw up thy affeRions 
to a reſoly:d and practical ſubmiſſion to what. 
ſoever he (hall convince thee of 3 and conclude 
all with holy Job ,chap. 6, 24. Teach me, and 
I will hold my tongue : aud canſe me to under 

ſtind wherein 1 have erred. 

1. I come now to conclude all wich a litthF 
A pplication. And I ſhall be very brief here, be- 
cauſe the d-Etrinal part hath been moſtly prz- 
Etical, Well Sirs! It the Lords Rod be no dumb 

Rod, and this be the yoice and language of it, 
then, | 
1, ToisInforms us of a threefold MiRake. 

1. They ate miſtak:n, that queſtion Gol: 
. rovideuce, And they ſay, how doth God w_ * 
gn 
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nd fend 5s there knowledge in the moſt bigh ? Pſal. 
he 93. 11; Nay, ir ſeems that the Pſalmilt hinielE 
25 almoſt ready to think ſo to, Yerily I have 
an Rlranſed my heart invain, ver, 13, Yuil I went 
xn to the Santtaary of Gods then underſtodd I 
lah err end, ver, 17, Which arcues that hz was 
ta iſtaken before: till then, he underſtood not 
riz We myſery,. He could not perceive thoſe inner 
þ of heels, that ſecret Thred of Providence, which 
e of (ns through all the trans? Ettons,counſclls;:(tares 
and $d defigns of men. And is not this almoſt your 
own aſe,” my Brethren © that you are ready to ſay 
us ich chat wicked Meſſenger, 2 King, 6.33, This 
hy il 1s of the Lord, what ſhould I wait for the 
ayer $914 #ny longer } Though you acknowledg the 
et, vine Providence in its Eſſe,yet know not how 
ww2ild ſubſcribe! or ſubmit to it in its Operars, You 
ions ie that it isthe Lords doing, and it is not only 
har. (vellous : bur grievous, as thorns in your eyes 
-lude (9 hereupon the unbelieving, impaticnt heart 
and £bxgerting and harbouring hard ch-ughts of 
der. $od. Becauſe you can'c reach the other end of 
$unſearchable Counſells,are apt to cenſure his 
lietle re or his Power, as if he were a God that 
-, be- $4 forgotten to be gracious, or unable to deli- 
pr2- ff. God bath forſaken him; perſecute him,and 
Jumb te hin : for there is none to deliver him, P[al, 
of it, #11. What / is there none to deliver ? Have 
cut the Rerns in Gods hand > Have you got= 
ke. che Bridle into your teeth 2 Will you indeed 
GoltFſecore and take him 2 Ay, but whatif you be 
þ non, taken 3 What if the Sampſon of your Con« 
and{{fce ſhould but mock with you # what if the 
| SF 3 __ divided 
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The voice of the Rod. 


divided Sea ſhould roul her waves together a: 
gain? But the ſalvation of the rightrous inif 
the Lord: he is their frength inthe time of Þ 
trouble. And the Lord ſhall help them, and de 
liver them : he ſhall deliver them from the wick. | 
ed, and ſave them becauſe they truſt in bin: 
?ſal. 37.39,40. , 
20 They are miſlaken ,that transforr the cauſe . 
of the Rod from themſelves, When the guilt of k 
fin appears in the puniſhment of i ; Naturei | 
ſelf ſeems aſham'd to own it, Then it 2 not 1> 
and zt i not 1,The Woman which thou gaveſt me E 
{ates the man ; the Serpent, ſaies che womanÞ®' 
P 
Thou art he that troublech Iſrael, ſaies Ahab i 
Elijah : I have not troubled Iſrael, ſaies Elijah 
bat thou and thy Fathers houſe (inore likely in 7 
deed) inthat ye have forſaken the commandmun{], 
of the Lord, and thou haſt followed Baalim, 
King. 18.17, 18. Well Sirs ! "cis in vain tj 
(hi le 2nd collude wich God and Vagnggs- 
The Burden of England is very heavy : ougf, 
wound is grievous and general; weare ina bleed 
ing, ea'ping, dying caſe; the whole Camp is dil 
quieted, for the judewents of God are amo 
us, and the glory of England is departing: Goff, 
will ſhortly diſcoyer where the fault lies; an 
who and what it is, that hath croubled us, *IÞ; 
in vain to plead, Not guilty before God. For 
have finued, and come ſhort of the Glory of i 
Xomr. 3.2 3+ *Tis trve, there are thoſe that thi 
themſclves without fin, and at leaft without a 
confiderable guilt in this evil, and take up 
Stones to caſt at us : But when once Conlcien 
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ſl is awakened as theirs was, Foh, 8.9. they may, be= 
gin to beaſhamed, The Wiſeman cells of a woman 
that eateth, an4 wipeth her mouth and ſaith, 1 
have done ne wickedneſs, Pro. 30. 20. and yet the 
is convicted for an adul:crous woman : Nay, it is 
oven asche mark of an Adultereſs,ſo to do, Godis 
not wont to cur his Plaiſter larger than the wound: 


the wound ſmarcs moſt, there is moſt fign of life and 
Rhope of a cure : that part that is moſt dangerouſly 

enorenated is leaſt ſenſible, till ir comes to caure= 
ning or deciſion, Oh that God would conyince 
England of her ſickneſs, and cauſe her to ſce her 
wound, before it become ucterly incurable} 


wy 3- They arealſo miſtaken,that apply themſelve? 
i 0indireft means tobe healed, Good men as well as 


M | d are ſomecimes guilty in thiskind : it was {ſa's 
"Yn 2 Chroy, 16. 12 - 1: his diſeaſe he ſought not 
; The the Lord, but to the Phyſitians, When Ephraigs 
_ Yew his feckneſs, and Tudah ſaw hu wornds, then 
—__ Ephraim to the Aſſyrian, aud ſent to King 
* * Wfareh : yet could he not heal you, not cure you of 
% yur wound, Hof, 5.13. They ſaw onely the wound 
15 "Bf their diſeaſe, 'nor the cauſe of it; and this led 
1 hem the wrong way to the cure: ſo, Jer.44.17,18. 
re will certainly do whatſ»ever thing goethforth 
"ut of our own mouth, to burn incenſe to the Queen 


ms Heaven, and to pour out drink-offerixgs anto her, 
we have doxe, we and 0 HY Fat hers, (Lis K'ngs and 
of Yor Princes in the Cities of Jud:h, and 1n theſtreets 


vd were well, and ſaw 420 evil * but ſuce we left ff 
nw." if byrn Incenſe to the Lueen of Heaven, and to 
Wot  -- pour 


the Rod will tell us where the vuilt lies, Yet where. 
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poiir ont drinkyofferings unto her, we have wanty| 
all things, and have been conf, umed by the ſword ay 
ty the f.-mine, 1s no: this che language and pradtia 
of che Generation of our daies ? that meaſure thei 
Mich-3.10, Religion by their B' llies, and would fain build y 
' £103 with blood, and Jeruſalem with iniquity, W 
ill rerun co our Aſs and Matins, toour ld Su 
pcrſtition and prophnnels, for then we were wel 
2nd ſaw no evil ; bur Gace the re hach been ſo much 
preaching, and och ſtrong light, ſuch circumſpett 
valking, and evidence of the ſpiric and power of 
god. inci; we have wanted all things, ar leaſt that 
one thing we would have, Oh *cwere good daies 
when bach Prieſt and People were agreed to fall in. 
to the Þ.:ch together, when Sabbath-daics wer 
dajes of ſport and rccre2tion, and Pardons mighy 
be had through the h1nds of other Medi:ators, and 
within tie rric2 of a lu{}, Bir ſce what follow 
Ver, 21, The incenſe ye that burnt in the cities 0 
Trdah aid in the ſFreers of Jeruſalem, Je avd your 
{at her iſ, — KR #05 and your Princes and t he peop! 
ef the { td X did ut the Lord remember them, aud 
came it nat 1wto his mind, ſo that the Lord could m 
[onger be.:r becauſe of the evil of yaur doings? Bly 
can{e ? Je have burnt incenſe, and becauſe e Je - bave it 
ped agarnjt the Lord, __ therefare this evil t5ha)- 
perrd nnto you as at tris day, Fer,44.2 1.15 your nt 
210 tothe caule of j o'r P:-gues the ra:ional coutſ; 
to prevent them? will a ſecond draught of che ſame 
? oyfon antido e the firſt > The children of Iſrati 
have done evil inmy Ggbt, ſaith the L1d yt hey hat 
js their abomizations in the houſe, which 2 callts 
{y rey name topolimte it , and they have built ti 


hig 
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viel high places of Tophet, Their fear towards mes 
a Tl taught by the precepts of manz while, with the old 
"ICY Samaritans, they fear the Lord and ſerve their T- 
nerf Jols. They are gon with the Dog to his vomit © 


41 Therefore, behold the daies come, ſaith the Lord, 
Wi that it ſhall no more be called Tophet, nor the val- 


I Su ley of the Son of Hinnom; but the walley of flaug-, 


well ter, Jer, 7.31, 32, When we turn Gods Bethel 
NUCt to 2 Bethanen, his houſe of Prayer to a den of 
POE Thieves : it will cauſe God to turn our Hephzibah 
et ON into an Ace/dama, a land of delights to a field of 
nll Blood, Till the true cauſe be diſcovered, ackhows 
Y |edged,and removed, we are farr enough from the 
110 Y cure. The nature of the cauſe might direRtus tothe 
wer means : If it be (in that hath made the wound; wha 
SUE hall heal ic, bur he char hath authority to forgive 
» *N"'F fn, and to cleanſe us from all vnrighteouſneſs? For 
10WY thus (aith the Lord, thy breiſe is uncarable, and 
05 0 thy wound is grievons, there is none to plead thy 
JF cauſe &c, All thy lovers have forſaken thee, they 
peop! ech thee notFer,30.,12,&c, Thy wound is in cur= 
410 ole wich man; for few there are that underſtand, 
1d Mrone that can removeit in its Cauſe or effets, Thy 
* PFLovers, thy Confederates, whoſe Altiftance thou 
 ÞYerivelt and dep:ndelt on,will prove but Frg-leaves, 
#4 "Fnot Shields ro thee, For I have wounded thee with 
Urme the wound of An enemy. Thou wilt fhnd that thee 
cou p.4s are ſhorter than that thou cans ſtretch thy 
 VAWBe/f on them, and the Coverings narrower than that 
Iſr4Y;h,. canſt wrap thy ſelf in them, 1fa. 23,20. the 
' Pa" Abomination of thy P:avers and Sacrificcs will nc= 
caller reconcile that God that is in controverfie with 
zlt theſe chy Avominations, The mIlticuce 0; thy Of. 
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ferings will not remoy”, but aggravate the fin of 
thine O lations, Therc's nothing of thee, nothing 
in thee, nothing abour thee, nothing aboye thee, bur 
God that can help thee: and if ever r he do 1t,be ſure 
he will do jt in his own way, and on his own terms; 
thou muſt firſt compound with him and ſubmic to 
him, Oh 1 cake heed of running to thy own witts, 
or righteouſneſs, of reſting on chy own duties , or 
innocency, or goodneſs of thy cauſe for help: Theſe 
| are not, theſe will not be, thy Saviours, 

 Pſe2 SL. Fer che word of Exhortation. You have heard 
that che Rod hath a Voice, and what this voice is: 
God hath becn nowa long time with yarious Com- 
ments and gloflcs expounding it to you, And now, 
my B-ethien,I am come in the name of God,to drive 
home the Nalco the hcad, that I have bin all this 
while driving at. Oh thar theſe laſt blows might do 
the work on you! that God may not take up the 
Hammer and drive a Jael's najl at your very heart, 
that I may leave 1t ac laſt as nails faſtned by the 
Feels 12:11 4 ers of Aﬀemblics, The {pirirof God hath framd 
the exhortacion in the text it ſelf,, Hear ye the Rod; 
and I fhall ſay no more, I can ſay no more, bur to 
urge you with this Dilemms. Either you will bear, 
or elſe you will not near. Now glye me leaveto 
tell you, and take it as ſome of my parting words, 
2s thoſe that are not like to be called upon much 
longer, God 1s c:ying to you, Friends,for his pack- 
ing penny; the eleyenth hour is come, and ſome of 
h's !alt meſſengers are ſent, for your laſt anſwer; 
refuſe bur a little longer, and you ſhall never have 
the « f:r more. Oh t thar our words and wiſhes and 
rears might now at laſt preyail wich you | 
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The woice of the Rides 
x. If you willnor hear the Rod in the voice of ic, 
you (hall ſurely feel che Rod in the vengeance and 
ue Ecuric of it. Heer ye deaf, and look ye blind that ye 
ure f may ſeezwho ts blind but my ſervant and who is deaf 
ms: NN as my Meſſenger that I ſext?1ſ4.,42.10.Yc.B ut this 
to [is @ people robbed and ſpryled; they are all of them 
ts, | ſnared in holes, and they are bd in priſon-houſes, 
or fl they are for a prey and none delivereth, for a ſpoyl 
ele | and none ſaith, Reftore, ho among you will give ear 


to this > Who will hearken and hear for the time to. 


ard IN come? wer. 22.23. Therefore he hath poured npon 
182 ff his the fury of his anger,and the Strength of Butel, 
Im- ff and it hath ſet him on fire ronnd about, yet he knew 
on, | it not,and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart, 
rive © ver.,2 5. Sinner] doſt thou think chat God will leave 
this | thee thus > Hath he threatned the?, and ſhaken the 
t d9 Þ Rod at theegznd ſhalt thou eſcap?2 (c? Hath he made 
the I all theſe dreadful preparations of wrath onely ;# ter= 

art, Þ rorem, to affrighten thee? wile thou once moretry 
the | whether he be in earneſt or nc? To thy ſorrow halt 

m4} thou try it and find it, when the irreverſible curſe 
Kod; i of God hath faftned on thee, when the Fire and 
1: to] Brimſtone of divine and unexpiable vengeance 1s 
ear, ſmoaking about thine ears, thou (halr know chac he 
retro} ws in earneſt, When God (hall daſh the ports of 
rds ,f thy higheſt Hopes and deareſt Comforts, in pieces; 
auch} when the bitter dreggs of the Cup of trembling are 
ack-F at thy noſe and mult paſs through thee :; when chou 
ic off ſhale long for death, and curſe the day that ever 
thou wer: born,then ſhalc chou know in whoſe hand 
the Rnd is, If ye will not hear theſe words, I ſwear 
by my ſelf, ſaith the Lord,that this Houſe ſhall be- 
come 4 deſolation, Jer, 22.5 , O hear thisand gy 
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The woice.of the Red, * 
ble, thou-that wile not hear > God hath ſworn thy 
dcſolation, and yow?'d thy deftru&ion, What (hall 
I fay?If thou art reſoly*d to run the Rich with God 
thou mayeſt, Rejoyce, O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the dates of thy youth, 
and walk, is the waies of thine heart,and in the ſight 
of thine eyes: but know that for all theſe things God 
will bring thee into Tudgement,Eccleſ. 11.9.Thou 
may*/t enjoy a merry day or ewo, it may be a few 
merry years more; but then, reſolve to bid thy joys 
farewell for ever ! O that ſome ſuch thoughts as theſe 
might awaken thee before ir be too late | 
2,.1fyo1 will:hus hear the Rod,you may be ſure of 

Rrength to bear ir. Excl/1ne your ear, come unto me 
hear and your ſoul ſhall Iivelſa.s 5.3, What death 
ſoeyer threatens you; what dangers ſoever arc im- 
pendent over you; whoſoever die,be ſure, you ſhall 
live. You (hall |1ve even in death irs ſelf;for your Soul 
ſhall ive. T here hath no temptation taken you(aics 
the Apoſile, and there shall no temptation tak? you, 

butſuch as 1s common to man, But God is faithful, 

who will not ſuffer yon to be tempted above what 
you are able, but will with the temptation alſo make 
a way to eſcape,that ye may be able to bear it, 1 (or, 

10,13, When God ſees his children willing to c- 

bey to their urmoſt, he will never put them upon 

more than they ſhall be enabled ro wade through 

wich comfort, Refoyce not againſt me, o mine enemy 
when | fall 1ſhall ariſe; wbenl fit in darneſs, the 
Lord ſhall be a light unto me, Mic, 7.8, What (hall 

I ſay? All the comfort in the God of comfort is in- 

gaced with thze: If chou arr willing to take up thy 

Croſs, and to own thy duty under all its _— 
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he that hath called thee will bear thy Croſs for thee 
and, if that be too liccle,he will bear both thee and 
thy Burden too, 1 Pet.5,7. Matth. 11,28, 

In thenex: place, ler this pur you on the ſerious, 
ſ peed, and impartial ſearch and examination, 

, Of your Exds in dcfiring the remoyal of the 
Rod. Is not this your joynt =cry, and, the common 
requeſt of your Souls ty God, chat his blows nay 
ceate,and the bloody execur joners of his wrath be cal+ 
led in > Now what are your Eds? Is your perſonal 
peace, the worldly credit of your own way, that 
which you aim at! chart you may fi: down under 
your own Vines and Figtrees, as you have don? 
heretofore? do your ends reach onely to your own 
enjoy ments, eicher ſpiritual or temporal? If ſo, you 
are yet ſhort of that which is Cod's, and ſhould 
be your, deſign, Chriſtian, I cannot tell thee what 
lies at the bottom of thy heart, nor where thy ends 
are center*dz I can but propoſe theſe things to thy 
Conſcience, and leayz 1: there to be examined be- 
tween God and thy own Soul, The end of all divine 
ations and proyidences with relation to God him- 
ſelf 1s the fuller and more convincing manifeſtation 
of rhe gloty of all his Atcribures, wherein he 1s wont 
to make himſelf known to his creatures, with rela. 
tion to us; it is toaccompliſh his revealed will, which 
is our Sanftification, Wherefore theſe defignes of 
God, whom we are bound to imitate in all "things 
imicable, ſhould be our Rule, both to direftand dil- 
cern our ends by. 
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Bur you may ſay: Why, we are content to ly as Oby, 


low as God would have us co ly: to becomeany thing 
that God may hayc glorie by us, We hope, we aim 
at 


| Toh, 12, 32, 


my mind in this caſe, before, -There 1s nothing 


what ever it be that God hath plac't thy duty in, 


had as liev fig 
divide the Spoyl 2 and yet is not fool=hardie, to 
ruſh on dangers, without a Commiſſion, Theſe are 
they which follow the Lamb whitherſ, oever be goeth 
Rev. 14.4+ They are not dragged art his heels, buc 
they follow him, A Chriſtians will ſhould hang in 
Aquilibrio , with an indeterminable promprtneſs 
and readinels to any thing that ſhall from God be 
diſcovered to be his dury, Now, can you rejoyce :n 
trrbulation > May I ask you then, whence it comes 
to paſs? Is it from the Comfort you find in it? Can 
you ſay, you are at hearts contenc' eyenin the Fur- 
nace,b:cauſe you are there with Chriftfar is it from 
the Good you get by ic? can you (ay,that you never 
wrought merrier than in thoſe #olden Mines,w 


The Voice of the Rod. 
ar nothing more than the adyancement of chat great 
End. | 

Youſay, You are contented to [ye at Gods feet, 
Bur ler me ask thy heart now, Is it not,becauſe thou 
muſt be there, and canft not help it ? God hath caſt 
ghee down, but ſore againſt thy will « wouldſt choy 
ever have taken wp this croſs, had not God neceſſ. 
rated thee and even forc't it on thee? Brethren, 1 
would not be miſtaken herc; I haye already declar'd 


in the Croſs ic ſelf, thar can render it defireable 
or eligible for it ſelf : but if Chriſt be there, the 
Caſe is alter'd. 1f he be lifted up, he ſhall draw all 
men to him. The Croſs is then thy Croſs, and thy 
dury lies in it : and certainly,Duty is defireable, on 
the ſame account that Idlenefs 1s deteſtable, Nay, 


it is defireable for tby duties ſak*, A true Souldier 
hc the Batcel, being called to ir, as to 


Oo 


here 
you 


The voice of the Rod) 
you are ever and anon fainting and ready to leaye 
your lives under your Burdens # or is it from the E- 


quity you perceive in it ? do youreſolve, I will bear Mich. 7-99 | + 


the indignation of the Lord becauſe 1 have ſinned a- 
gainſh bins, If this be the temper of your hearts, ler 
him alone to take it off, that laid it on : and though. 
whatever God doth in the world, he is wont to do 
by meansyet take heed of preſcribing means to him 
whoſe Prerogartive it is to cle his owne means,and 
then to commiſſionate and impower them, Examine 
what g6od the Rod hath wrought on you : either 
the voice of ir, or the ſtroaks of it. Haye you been 
humbled and reformed by what you have {een and 

ſuffered > Have you been inſtrufted, reſolved, and 

ſtreng:hned by what you haye read or heard? Hath 

God been at all theſe pains about you in vain?Hath 

he been knocking on A»vils, and TI beating the a11? 

God hath no: chaſtized you with dumb Blows, buc 

hath reaſoned the caſe with you, Oh my Brethren, 

where's. the print of Gods Seal on you? have you 

been ſofcned to receive the impreſſion 2 Bleſfed i 

the man whom thou chaſftene, and teacheſt hims out 
of thy law, Pſal. 94. 12, This is the Bleſſed 'courſe 

that God hathraken with you; oh! where's the Bleſ= 

ſed effe&t ithath wrought on you! Asſure as your 
Souls ſhall riſe at theJudgment,theſe thingsshall riſe 

wich you,either to your comfort or your condemna- 

tion, And now that I am about to $hutup all,and to 

conclude my important Errand to you,O let me not 

leaye it in your Napkins, in your Papers, in your 

Heads,] or in your Mouths onely; but in'your hearts 

andliyes ! Ic grieyes my ſoul to chink chat I should 
beſtow ſo much of my time and: labqur go _ 
the 
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the Damnation of any of you. O that I kney how, 
_ or ere able ro prevent it ! Deatly betoyed in the 

Lord! though wy meſſage to you be drawing to a 
-  Period,yec my heart isever full 2ew'Þ you. I know 
not how to leaye you, for fear I should leaye any of 
you short of my end and defire, Oh that I could in- 
eruſt a Token with you to remember God,your fouls 
and your Duty . by, as long as you live ! Whart 
Duty what Sin haye;you been convinc't of ? what 
ſearch have you madE,and what have you found ? 
Have we bcen fishing,not onely all night, but all chis 
year, and caught nothing? What ſriricizal weapon, 
what cxperience,-what courage, what victory, Whacr 
grace haye you gotten or Rrengthned 2 oh ft down 
and shake your "Netts ; 3 lee what you have gotten, 
Shall aftitions from henceforth find yon as naked, 


and leaye you as uhreform*d and unreſolv'd, 'as if 
you had never heard a word of the nature or uſe of 
them?Ah my Brethren! theſe are the things you have 
adyentuted hard for, that you have hazz1rded ,and 
It ky loſt ming g for, and haye you gotten noe 


thins to make it up again ? Take this from me, You 
will never advencure all at ſuch a rates ſuch marche 
andizing 91!l cer:ainly beggar your Profeſsion, 

Laftly, this affords us mater of ſaddeft Lamen- 
tation, and that on theſe three Accounts. 

1. That we ſhould proyoke God thus to deal with 
us. We, the People of ſuch mercies and deliverances 
whom God hath ſo highly honout*d and made the 
head and not the rail of the Nations; whoſe part he 
hati taken 22ainſt all the world, and manifeſted his 
high account : of us in the faceof our enemies, Surely 
any Nation under Heayen might better haye done 


it than England, You onely have I known of all the 
: » \ Fas 


"Y 


e Cad 4 : o_ if "OP me - 
o | 4 £4. OE 1 - » : 4 Fg Pho, - - 5 w* 
co : the” 4 : F4 © 4 A - . 
yy & x4 . £ . 


Familicgef the earth;therefore 1 will puniſh youfor 
all your iniquities, Am. 3.2. 1s ita ſmall offence 


that hath drawn our ſuch,a Flood of wrath 2 Oh ler 
us fir down and weep here ! we that even now were 
ficting among the Lillies are now toft and torn a. 
mong the thorns and briers,” Our peace is broken 
both with God and Man; our health and plenty is 
declining like a Shadows we are ſore broken as in 
the place of Dragons. O that my head were waters) 
and mine eyes a fount4in of tears,that I might wee 
day and night for the ſlain of the daughter of my 
people | O that 1 had is the wilderneſs a lodging 
lace of waifaring men that 1 might leave my 
people and go from then, For they be all Adalterers 
an Aſcembly of treacherous men! Jer, 9.12, 

z, That We are no more ſenſible of the Rod, nor 
bettered by it, This is the ſaddeft judgment on this 
ide Hell, to be given up to a hard heart, a ſpiricual 
Lethargy; When Calls and Promiſes and Fhreat- 

ings and Judgmeats will not workghe hath but one 
yay more, as to viſible mcans, to make work. with 

Peopl: : Ruine and Deſolation will make work; ut 
ad work } Helland damnation will make work with 
he tubborneſt heart chiat ever ſinned againſt God, 
\h (inner ! there is a Rod that will awaken thce ; 
here are arrows that will pierce thee ; there are 
lames that will warm theezthere are Fiendsthar wil 
urely daunt thee, and chains that $hall bind thee 
oall ecernity ; there's a Diſcipline that $hall came 
hee, as mid and as wild as thou art. 
3, Laftly, lament your poor Poſterities, who are 
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ike to inheric the curſe of our back(lidings, Methink* 
t Sh dreadful Text, Am, 4.2. The Lord God 


hath 


wa. 
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roxwilic the. iniquiries of the'fathers upon the chil. 

_ © Uren, unto the'third and fourth generation, - How 
May by ocnerations$ to cotbe atiſe and curſe ug for 
fGtniHg away both the ſpiritual and temporal Pri. 
wieges they ſhould have enjoyed after us, God 
Wn -. f $20 threaten us as David devoreth his enemies 
* |  PF/al, x09,10. Let his children be continually va- 
f  gabounds and beg + lit them ſeth their bread alſ 
out of their deſolate places, Oh Sirs tifyour children 
are dear: to you, conſult their peace and welfare : 
Provide the blefling, hot the Curſe,for their Portion 
that God may yer {ay of usas once of 1ſraely er, 
31. 17. And there is hope in thine end, ſauth tht 
Lord, that thy children. ſhall come again to their 
own border, Even ſo Lord 1 Amen, and Amen ! 


A Poitſcript tothe Readers. 
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Sirs, 
Ii any thing in theſe Sheets feem te be born out of due time; 
know, that they bave had d hard Travail. They were at firft pre 
ared for1665; but, rhrough che aſtoniſhing difficulty of our latt 
wnftures, the Author's unbefriended Obſcurity, and want of tholt 
Minerval Powers, which are now become eſſentially requiſutei 
ſuch caſes, they bavelingered hicherto. | 
And though ſome of thoſe Judgments are come and paſt, whit, 
the warnings of this Puice related to ( which alſo are inſerted ber 
in their bare wention, on ſome late review); yet 1 hope the mal 
defien of it is not fruſtrate, nor rendred unſeaſonable;yea, rathet 
let what hath been already accompliſhed firengthen your Faith 
and open youreyes to ſeewhar way be vet behind. Though or 
IF be paſt, way there not come two Woes more hereafter For « 
ghis his anger is nos turned away, but his hand ts ſtretched: ow ſtill. Got 
F hath nor yet done with us, nor will be leave us thus : Nay. bot 
_ Friends and Enemies ſhall be brought to another Paſſe, before is 
ſheath up that ſword he hath drawn out againft us. His work! 
/ on the #11, and bewill Goiſh it; The hed whitles & pacgy 40% 


| « /hert work, Till the Lord make wpenthe earth, | 
Sy | Sith 7 
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